
GENERAL RULES.

Ordered, That the twenty-first rule in admiralty be abolished, 
and that the following be substituted in its place:

In all cases of a final decree for the payment of money, the 
libellant shall have a writ of execution in the nature of a fieri 
facias, commanding the marshal or his deputy to levy and col-
lect the amount thereof out of the goods and chattels, lands 
and tenements, or other real estate of the defendant or stipu-
lator.
Ordered, That the last paragraph in the 67th rule in equity 

be repealed, and the rule be amended as follows:
Either party may give notice to the other that he desires the 

evidence to be adduced in the cause to be taken orally, and 
thereupon all the witnesses to be examined shall be examined 
before one of the examiners of the court, or before an exam-
iner to be specially appointed by the court, the examiner to be 
furnished with a copy of the bill, and answer, if any, and such 
examination shall take place in the presence of the parties or 
their agents, by their counsel or solicitors, and the witnesses 
shall be subject to cross-examination and re-examination, and 
which shall be conducted as near as may be in the mode now 
used in common-law courts. The depositions taken upon such 
oral examination shall be taken down in writing by the exam-
iner, in the form of narrative, unless he determines the exam-
ination shall be by question and answer in special instances, 
and when completed shall be read over to the witness and 
signed by him in the presence of the parties or counsel, or such 
of them as may attend: provided, if the witness shall refuse 
to sign the said deposition, then the examiner shall sign the 
same; and the examiner may, upon all examinations, state any 
special matters to the court as he shall think fit, and any ques-
tion or questions which may be objected to shall be noted bv
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the examiner upon the deposition, but he shall not have power 
to decide on the competency, materiality, or relevancy of the 
questions, and the court shall have power to deal with the 
costs of incompetent, immaterial, or irrelevant depositions, or 
parts of them, as may be just.

The compulsory attendance of witnesses, in case of refusal 
to attend, to be sworn, or to answer any question put by the 
examiner, or by counsel or solicitor, the same practice shall be 
adopted as is now practiced with respect to witnesses to be pro-
duced on examination before an examiner of said court on 
written interrogatories.

Notice shall be given by the respective counsel or solicitors 
to the opposite counsel or solicitors, or parties, of the time and 
place of the examination, for such reasonable time as the ex-
aminer may fix by order in each cause.

When the examination of witnesses before the examiner is 
concluded, the original depositions, authenticated by the sig-
nature of the examiner, shall be transmitted by him to the clerk 
of the court, to be there filed of record, in the same mode as 
prescribecbin the 30th section of act of Congress, September 
24, 1789.

Testimony may be taken on commission in the usual way by 
written interrogatories and cross-interrogatories, on motion to 
the court in term time, or to a judge in vacation, for special 
reasons, satisfactory to the court or judge.


	GENERAL RULES

		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-07-03T11:12:57-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




