
362 SUPREME COURT.

Tod et al. v. Steamboat Sultana.

tend to perplex and embarrass business, rather than furnish 
facilities to carry it forward.

After the fullest consideration, we think the decree be-
low was erroneous, and should be reversed, and that the mort-
gagees are entitled to the proceeds in the registry.

This is the case of a foreign ship, the vessel belonging at 
Buffalo as her home port, and the debt contracted at Erie, in 
the State of Pennsylvania. We do not intend to express any 
opinion as to the necessity required to create liens upon vessels, 
under the local law of the States.

Decree reversed, and proceeds ordered to be paid to the 
mortgagees.

Dan iel  Tod , Dan iel  P. Rhodes , Robe rt  C. Yates , and  James  
Ford , Libella nts  an d  Appella nts , v . Samuel  F. Pra tt  and  
Edwa rd  P. Beals , Clai man ts  of  Steambo at  Sultana , her  
Engi ne , Boil er , &c .

The decision in the preceding case of Pratt, &c., claimants, v. Reed, again af-
firmed.

This  case was similar to the preceding one* of Pratt, &c., 
claimants, v. Reed, and was argued by the same counsel.

Mr. Justice NELSON delivered the opinion of the court.
This is an appeal from a decree of the Circuit Court of the 

United States for the northern district of New York, in admi-
ralty.

The libel was filed by the appellants in the court below, to 
recover for supplies furnished the steamboat Sultana, at Cleve-
land, in the State of Ohio. The supplies furnished were coal, 
which, according to the account current, began in April, 1853, 
and continued from time to time till April, 1854.

The defence set up was the mortgage which has been refer-
red to in the case of Pratt and others v. Reed, just decided. 
There was also a second ground of defence, which it is not ma-
terial to notice. The District Court decreed in favor of the 
defendants, except as it respects some five hundred dollars, 
which item has not been appealed from. The Circuit Court 
affirmed the decree.

The case falls within the principles stated in that above re-
ferred to, and which determined that the mortgagees were en-
titled to the proceeds of the vessel in the registry. This was 
the result of the decision of the court below, and the decree is 
therefore affirmed.
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