
AMENDMENTS TO 
FEDERAL RULES OF APPELLATE PROCEDURE 

The following amendments to the Federal Rules of Appellate Procedure 
were prescribed by the Supreme Court of the United States on April 
26, 2011, pursuant to 28 U. S. C. § 2072, and were reported to Congress by 
The Chief Justice on the same date. For the letter of transmittal, see 
post, p. 1046. The Judicial Conference report referred to in that letter is 
not reproduced herein. 

Note that under 28 U. S. C. § 2074, such amendments shall take effect 
no earlier than December 1 of the year in which they are transmitted to 
Congress unless otherwise provided by law. 

For earlier publication of the Federal Rules of Appellate Procedure 
and amendments thereto, see 389 U. S. 1063, 398 U. S. 971, 401 U. S. 1029, 
406 U. S. 1005, 441 U. S. 973, 475 U. S. 1153, 490 U. S. 1125, 500 U. S. 1007, 
507 U. S. 1059, 511 U. S. 1155, 514 U. S. 1137, 517 U. S. 1255, 523 U. S. 1147, 
535 U. S. 1123, 538 U. S. 1071, 544 U. S. 1151, 547 U. S. 1221, 550 U. S. 983, 
556 U. S. 1291, and 559 U. S. 1119. 
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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL 

Supreme Court of the United States 
washington, d. c. 

April 26, 2011 

To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress Assembled: 

I have the honor to submit to the Congress the amend­
ments to the Federal Rules of Appellate Procedure that have 
been adopted by the Supreme Court of the United States 
pursuant to Section 2072 of Title 28, United States Code. 

Accompanying these rules are excerpts from the report of 
the Judicial Conference of the United States containing the 
Committee Notes submitted to the Court for its consider­
ation pursuant to Section 331 of Title 28, United States Code. 

Sincerely, 

(Signed) John G. Roberts, Jr. 
Chief Justice of the United States 
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SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES 

APRIL 26, 2011 

Ordered: 
1. That the Federal Rules of Appellate Procedure be, and 

they hereby are, amended by including therein amendments 
to Appellate Rules 4 and 40. 

[See infra, pp. 1049–1050.] 
2. That the foregoing amendments to the Federal Rules of 

Appellate Procedure shall take effect on December 1, 2011, 
and shall govern in all proceedings in appellate cases thereaf­
ter commenced and, insofar as just and practicable, all pro­
ceedings then pending. 

3. That The Chief Justice be, and hereby is, authorized 
to transmit to the Congress the foregoing amendments to 
the Federal Rules of Appellate Procedure in accordance 
with the provisions of Section 2072 of Title 28, United 
States Code. 
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AMENDMENTS TO THE FEDERAL RULES
 
OF APPELLATE PROCEDURE
 

Rule 4. Appeal as of right—when taken. 

(a) Appeal in a civil case. 
(1) Time for filing a notice of appeal. 

(A) In a civil case, except as provided in Rules 
4(a)(1)(B), 4(a)(4), and 4(c), the notice of appeal required 
by Rule 3 must be filed with the district clerk within 30 
days after entry of the judgment or order appealed 
from. 

(B) The notice of appeal may be filed by any party 
within 60 days after entry of the judgment or order ap­
pealed from if one of the parties is: 

(i) the United States; 
(ii) a United States agency; 
(iii) a United States officer or employee sued in an 

official capacity; or 
(iv) a current or former United States officer or em­

ployee sued in an individual capacity for an act or 
omission occurring in connection with duties per­
formed on the United States’ behalf—including all in­
stances in which the United States represents that 
person when the judgment or order is entered or files 
the appeal for that person. 

. . . . . 

Rule 40. Petition for panel rehearing. 

(a) Time to file; contents; answer; action by the court if 
granted. 

(1) Time.—Unless the time is shortened or extended by 
order or local rule, a petition for panel rehearing may be 
filed within 14 days after entry of judgment. But in a 
civil case, unless an order shortens or extends the time, 
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1050 RULES OF APPELLATE PROCEDURE 

the petition may be filed by any party within 45 days after 
entry of judgment if one of the parties is: 

(A) the United States; 
(B) a United States agency; 
(C) a United States officer or employee sued in an of­

ficial capacity; or 
(D) a current or former United States officer or em­

ployee sued in an individual capacity for an act or omis­
sion occurring in connection with duties performed on 
the United States’ behalf—including all instances in 
which the United States represents that person when 
the court of appeals’ judgment is entered or files the 
petition for that person. 

. . . . . 



AMENDMENTS TO 
FEDERAL RULES OF BANKRUPTCY PROCEDURE 

The following amendments to the Federal Rules of Bankruptcy Proce­
dure were prescribed by the Supreme Court of the United States on April 
26, 2011, pursuant to 28 U. S. C. § 2075, and were reported to Congress by 
The Chief Justice on the same date. For the letter of transmittal, see 
post, p. 1052. The Judicial Conference report referred to in that letter is 
not reproduced herein. 

Note that under 28 U. S. C. § 2075, such amendments shall take effect 
no earlier than December 1 of the year in which they are transmitted to 
Congress unless otherwise provided by law. 

For earlier publication of the Federal Rules of Bankruptcy Procedure 
and amendments thereto, see, e. g., 461 U. S. 973, 471 U. S. 1147, 480 U. S. 
1077, 490 U. S. 1119, 500 U. S. 1017, 507 U. S. 1075, 511 U. S. 1169, 514 U. S. 
1145, 517 U. S. 1263, 520 U. S. 1285, 526 U. S. 1169, 529 U. S. 1147, 532 
U. S. 1077, 535 U. S. 1139, 538 U. S. 1075, 541 U. S. 1097, 544 U. S. 1163, 547 
U. S. 1227, 550 U. S. 989, 553 U. S. 1105, 556 U. S. 1307, and 559 U. S. 1127. 
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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL 

Supreme Court of the United States 
washington, d. c. 

April 26, 2011 

To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress Assembled: 

I have the honor to submit to the Congress the amend­
ments to the Federal Rules of Bankruptcy Procedure that 
have been adopted by the Supreme Court of the United 
States pursuant to Section 2075 of Title 28, United States 
Code. 

Accompanying these rules are excerpts from the report of 
the Judicial Conference of the United States containing the 
Committee Notes submitted to the Court for its consider­
ation pursuant to Section 331 of Title 28, United States Code. 

Sincerely, 

(Signed) John G. Roberts, Jr. 
Chief Justice of the United States 
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SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES 

APRIL 26, 2011 

Ordered: 
1. That the Federal Rules of Bankruptcy Procedure be, 

and they hereby are, amended by including therein amend­
ments to Bankruptcy Rules 2003, 2019, 3001, 4004, and 6003, 
and new Rules 1004.2 and 3002.1. 

[See infra, pp. 1055–1062.] 
2. That the foregoing amendments to the Federal Rules of 

Bankruptcy Procedure shall take effect on December 1, 2011, 
and shall govern in all proceedings in bankruptcy cases 
thereafter commenced and, insofar as just and practicable, 
all proceedings then pending. 

3. That The Chief Justice be, and hereby is, authorized 
to transmit to the Congress the foregoing amendments to 
the Federal Rules of Bankruptcy Procedure in accordance 
with the provisions of Section 2075 of Title 28, United 
States Code. 
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