
DEATH OF MR. GINSBURG 

Supreme Court of the United States 

MONDAY, JUNE 28, 2010 

Present: Chief Justice Roberts, Justice Stevens, 
Justice Scalia, Justice Kennedy, Justice Thomas, 
Justice Ginsburg, Justice Breyer, Justice Alito, and 
Justice Sotomayor. 

The Chief Justice said: 

It is my very sad duty to announce that Martin David 
Ginsburg, husband of our colleague, Justice Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg, died yesterday, June 27, 2010, at home in Wash­
ington, D. C. 

Martin Ginsburg was born in Brooklyn, New York, on 
June 10, 1932. He earned an A. B. from Cornell University 
in 1953 and a J. D. magna cum laude from Harvard Law 
School in 1958. 

Martin Ginsburg and Ruth Bader Ginsburg met at Cornell 
on a blind date in 1951 and were married on June 23, 1954, 
at his parents’ home on Long Island. 

Martin Ginsburg served in the United States Army from 
1954 until 1956 and was stationed at Fort Sill, Oklahoma, 
where he taught in the artillery school. He had a distin­
guished career in the law, first in private practice, and later 
as a renowned law professor known not only for his academic 
contributions, but also his sharp wit and engaging charm. 
He began his career as a tax professor at New York Univer­
sity Law School and continued at Columbia Law School. 
When Ruth Bader Ginsburg was appointed to the United 
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States Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit 
in 1980, Martin Ginsburg joined the faculty of the George­
town University Law Center. He was a visiting professor 
at Stanford Law School, Harvard Law School, University of 
Chicago Law School, and New York University Law School. 
He served on many advisory boards and deservedly won nu­
merous academic accolades and awards. He was a member 
of the Bar of this Court. He was also a gourmet cook. 

Martin Ginsburg was as loving as he was gifted. He was 
a devoted husband, father, and grandfather, and he was a 
dear friend to everyone here at the Court. As a mark of 
our sorrow and affection for Martin, Justice Ginsburg, and 
their family, the journal of the court will note that the ad­
journment of this Court today is in honor of Professor Martin 
David Ginsburg. 
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