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AMENDMENTS TO THE SUPPLEMENTAL RULES
 
FOR ADMIRALTY OR MARITIME CLAIMS AND
 

ASSET FORFEITURE ACTIONS
 

Rule B. In personam actions: attachment and garnishment. 
. . . . . 

(3) Answer. 
(a) By garnishee.—The garnishee shall serve an an­

swer, together with answers to any interrogatories served 
with the complaint, within 21 days after service of process 
upon the garnishee. Interrogatories to the garnishee may 
be served with the complaint without leave of court. If 
the garnishee refuses or neglects to answer on oath as 
to the debts, credits, or effects of the defendant in the 
garnishee’s hands, or any interrogatories concerning such 
debts, credits, and effects that may be propounded by the 
plaintiff, the court may award compulsory process against 
the garnishee. If the garnishee admits any debts, credits, 
or effects, they shall be held in the garnishee’s hands or 
paid into the registry of the court, and shall be held in 
either case subject to the further order of the court. 

. . . . . 

Rule C. In rem actions: special provisions. 
. . . . . 

(4) Notice.—No notice other than execution of process is 
required when the property that is the subject of the action 
has been released under Rule E(5). If the property is not 
released within 14 days after execution, the plaintiff must 
promptly—or within the time that the court allows—give 
public notice of the action and arrest in a newspaper desig­
nated by court order and having general circulation in the 
district, but publication may be terminated if the property 
is released before publication is completed. The notice must 
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specify the time under Rule C(6) to file a statement of inter­
est in or right against the seized property and to answer. 
This rule does not affect the notice requirements in an action 
to foreclose a preferred ship mortgage under 46 U. S. C. 
§§ 31301 et seq., as amended. 

. . . . . 
(6) Responsive pleading; interrogatories. 

(a) Statement of interest; answer.—In an action in rem: 
(i) a person who asserts a right of possession or any 

ownership interest in the property that is the subject 
of the action must file a verified statement of right or 
interest: 

(A) within 14 days after the execution of process, or 
(B) within the time that the court allows; 

(ii) the statement of right or interest must describe 
the interest in the property that supports the person’s 
demand for its restitution or right to defend the action; 

(iii) an agent, bailee, or attorney must state the au­
thority to file a statement of right or interest on behalf 
of another; and 

(iv) a person who asserts a right of possession or any 
ownership interest must serve an answer within 21 days 
after filing the statement of interest or right. 

. . . . . 

Rule G. Forfeiture actions in rem. 
. . . . . 

(4) Notice.
 
. . . . .
 
(b) Notice to known potential claimants. 

(i) Direct notice required.—The government must 
send notice of the action and a copy of the complaint 
to any person who reasonably appears to be a potential 
claimant on the facts known to the government be­
fore the end of the time for filing a claim under Rule 
G(5)(a)(ii)(B). 

(ii) Content of the notice.—The notice must state: 
(A) the date when the notice is sent; 
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(B) a deadline for filing a claim, at least 35 days 
after the notice is sent; 

(C) that an answer or a motion under Rule 12 must 
be filed no later than 21 days after filing the claim; and 

(D) the name of the government attorney to be 
served with the claim and answer. 

. . . . . 

(5) Responsive pleadings. 
. . . . . 
(b) Answer.—A claimant must serve and file an answer 

to the complaint or a motion under Rule 12 within 21 days 
after filing the claim. A claimant waives an objection to 
in rem jurisdiction or to venue if the objection is not made 
by motion or stated in the answer. 

(6) Special interrogatories. 
(a) Time and scope.—The government may serve spe­

cial interrogatories limited to the claimant’s identity and 
relationship to the defendant property without the court’s 
leave at any time after the claim is filed and before dis­
covery is closed. But if the claimant serves a motion to 
dismiss the action, the government must serve the inter­
rogatories within 21 days after the motion is served. 

(b) Answers or objections.—Answers or objections to 
these interrogatories must be served within 21 days after 
the interrogatories are served. 

(c) Government’s response deferred.—The government 
need not respond to a claimant’s motion to dismiss the ac­
tion under Rule G(8)(b) until 21 days after the claimant 
has answered these interrogatories. 

. . . . . 
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