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AMENDMENTS TO
FEDERAL RULES OF APPELLATE PROCEDURE

The following amendments to the Federal Rules of Appellate Procedure
were prescribed by the Supreme Court of the United States on April
12, 2006, pursuant to 28 U. S. C. §2072, and were reported to Congress by
THE CHIEF JUSTICE on the same date. For the letter of transmittal, see
post, p. 1222.  The Judicial Conference report referred to in that letter is
not reproduced herein.

Note that under 28 U. S. C. §2074, such amendments shall take effect
no earlier than December 1 of the year in which they are transmitted to
Congress unless otherwise provided by law.

For earlier publication of the Federal Rules of Appellate Procedure
and amendments thereto, see 389 U. S. 1063, 398 U. S. 971, 401 U. S. 1029,
406 U. S. 1005, 441 U. S. 973, 475 U. S. 1153, 490 U. S. 1125, 500 U. S. 1007,
507 U. 8. 1059, 511 U. S. 11565, 514 U. 8. 1137, 517 U. S. 1255, 523 U. S. 1147,
535 U. S. 1123, 538 U. S. 1071, and 544 U. 8. 1151.

1221



LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL

SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES
WASHINGTON, D. C.

APRIL 12, 2006

To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress Assembled:

I have the honor to submit to the Congress the amend-
ments to the Federal Rules of Appellate Procedure that have
been adopted by the Supreme Court of the United States
pursuant to Section 2072 of Title 28, United States Code.

Accompanying these rules are excerpts from the report of
the Judicial Conference of the United States containing the
Committee Notes submitted to the Court for its consider-
ation pursuant to Section 331 of Title 28, United States Code.

Sincerely,

(Signed) JoHN G. ROBERTS, JR.
Chief Justice of the United States
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SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES

APRIL 12, 2006
ORDERED:

1. That the Federal Rules of Appellate Procedure be, and
they hereby are, amended by including therein an amend-
ment to Appellate Rule 25 and a new Rule 32.1.

[See mfra, p. 1225.]

2. That the foregoing amendment and new rule shall take
effect on December 1, 2006, and shall govern in all proceed-
ings thereafter commenced and, insofar as just and practica-
ble, all proceedings then pending.

3. That THE CHIEF JUSTICE be, and hereby is, authorized
to transmit to the Congress the foregoing amendments to
the Federal Rules of Appellate Procedure in accordance
with the provisions of Section 2072 of Title 28, United
States Code.
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AMENDMENTS TO THE FEDERAL RULES
OF APPELLATE PROCEDURE

Rule 25. Filing and service.
(@) Filing.

(2) Filing: method and timeliness.

(D) Electronic filing.—A court of appeals may by
local rule permit or require papers to be filed, signed,
or verified by electronic means that are consistent with
technical standards, if any, that the Judicial Conference
of the United States establishes. A local rule may re-
quire filing by electronic means only if reasonable excep-
tions are allowed. A paper filed by electronic means in
compliance with a local rule constitutes a written paper
for the purpose of applying these rules.

Rule 32.1. Citing judicial dispositions.

(@) Citation permitted.—A court may not prohibit or re-
strict the citation of federal judicial opinions, orders, judg-
ments, or other written dispositions that have been:

(i) designated as “unpublished,” “not for publication,”
“non-precedential,” “not precedent,” or the like; and
(ii) issued on or after January 1, 2007.

(b) Copies required.—If a party cites a federal judicial
opinion, order, judgment, or other written disposition that is
not available in a publicly accessible electronic database, the
party must file and serve a copy of that opinion, order, judg-
ment, or disposition with the brief or other paper in which
it is cited.
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