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AMENDMENTS TO
FEDERAL RULES OF CIVIL PROCEDURE

The following amendments to the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure were
prescribed by the Supreme Court of the United States on April 25, 2005,
pursuant to 28 U. S. C. § 2072, and were reported to Congress by The
Chief Justice on the same date. For the letter of transmittal, see post,
p. 1174. The Judicial Conference report referred to in that letter is not
reproduced herein.

Note that under 28 U. S. C. § 2074, such amendments shall take effect
no earlier than December 1 of the year in which they are transmitted to
Congress unless otherwise provided by law.

For earlier publication of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure and
amendments thereto, see 308 U. S. 645, 308 U. S. 642, 329 U. S. 839, 335
U. S. 919, 341 U. S. 959, 368 U. S. 1009, 374 U. S. 861, 383 U. S. 1029,
389 U. S. 1121, 398 U. S. 977, 401 U. S. 1017, 419 U. S. 1133, 446 U. S.
995, 456 U. S. 1013, 461 U. S. 1095, 471 U. S. 1153, 480 U. S. 953, 485
U. S. 1043, 500 U. S. 963, 507 U. S. 1089, 514 U. S. 1151, 517 U. S. 1279,
520 U. S. 1305, 523 U. S. 1221, 526 U. S. 1183, 529 U. S. 1155, 532 U. S. 1085,
535 U. S. 1147, and 538 U. S. 1083.
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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL

Supreme Court of the United States
washington, d. c.

April 25, 2005

To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress Assembled:

I have the honor to submit to the Congress the amend-
ments to the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure that have
been adopted by the Supreme Court of the United States
pursuant to Section 2072 of Title 28, United States Code.
Accompanying these rules are excerpts from the report of

the Judicial Conference of the United States containing the
Committee Notes submitted to the Court for its consider-
ation pursuant to Section 331 of Title 28, United States Code.

Sincerely,

(Signed) William H. Rehnquist
Chief Justice of the United States
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SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES

APRIL 25, 2005

Ordered:

1. That the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure be, and they
hereby are, amended by including therein the amendments
to Civil Rules 6, 27, and 45, and to Rules B and C of the
Supplemental Rules for Certain Admiralty and Maritime
Claims.
[See infra, pp. 1177–1180.]
2. That the foregoing amendments to the Federal Rules

of Civil Procedure and the Supplemental Rules for Certain
Admiralty and Maritime Claims shall take effect on Decem-
ber 1, 2005, and shall govern in all proceedings thereafter
commenced and, insofar as just and practicable, all proceed-
ings then pending.
3. That The Chief Justice be, and hereby is, authorized

to transmit to the Congress the foregoing amendments to
the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure in accordance with the
provisions of Section 2072 of Title 28, United States Code.
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AMENDMENTS TO THE FEDERAL RULES
OF CIVIL PROCEDURE

Rule 6. Time.
. . . . .

(e) Additional time after certain kinds of service.—
Whenever a party must or may act within a prescribed pe-
riod after service and service is made under Rule 5(b)(2)(B),
(C), or (D), 3 days are added after the prescribed period
would otherwise expire under subdivision (a).

. . . . .

Rule 27. Depositions before action or pending appeal.

(a) Before action.
. . . . .

(2) Notice and service.—At least 20 days before the
hearing date, the petitioner must serve each expected
adverse party with a copy of the petition and a notice
stating the time and place of the hearing. The notice
may be served either inside or outside the district or
state in the manner provided in Rule 4. If that service
cannot be made with due diligence on an expected ad-
verse party, the court may order service by publication
or otherwise. The court must appoint an attorney to
represent persons not served in the manner provided
by Rule 4 and to cross-examine the deponent if an un-
served person is not otherwise represented. Rule 17(c)
applies if any expected adverse party is a minor or is
incompetent.

. . . . .

Rule 45. Subpoena.

(a) Form; issuance.
. . . . .
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1178 RULES OF CIVIL PROCEDURE

(2) A subpoena must issue as follows:
(A) for attendance at a trial or hearing, from the court

for the district where the trial or hearing is to be held;
(B) for attendance at a deposition, from the court for

the district where the deposition is to be taken, stating
the method for recording the testimony; and
(C) for production and inspection, if separate from a

subpoena commanding a person’s attendance, from the
court for the district where the production or inspection
is to be made.

. . . . .
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