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AMENDMENTS TO
FEDERAL RULES OF CRIMINAL PROCEDURE

The following amendments to the Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure
and to the Rules Governing Cases in the United States District Courts
under 28 U. S. C. §§2254 and 2255 were prescribed by the Supreme Court
of the United States on April 26, 2004, pursuant to 28 U. S. C. §2072, and
were reported to Congress by THE CHIEF JUSTICE on the same date. For
the letter of transmittal, see post, p. 1104. The Judicial Conference report
referred to in that letter is not reproduced herein.

Note that under 28 U. S. C. §2074, such amendments shall take effect
no earlier than December 1 of the year in which they are transmitted to
Congress unless otherwise provided by law.

For earlier publication of the Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure,
and amendments thereto, see 327 U. S. 821, 335 U. S. 917, 949, 346 U. S.
941, 350 U.S. 1017, 383 U.S. 1087, 389 U.S. 1125, 401 U.S. 1025,
406 U.S. 979, 415 U.S. 1056, 416 U.S. 1001, 419 U.S. 1136, 425 U.S.
1157, 441 U. S. 985, 456 U.S. 1021, 461 U.S. 1117, 471 U.S. 1167, 480
U.S. 1041, 485 U. 8. 1057, 490 U. S. 1135, 495 U. S. 967, 500 U. S. 991,
507 U. 8. 1161, 511 U. 8. 1175, 514 U.S. 1159, 517 U.S. 1285, 520 U.S.
1313, 523 U. S. 1227, 526 U. S. 1189, 529 U. S. 1179, and 535 U. S. 1157.

For earlier publication of the Rules Governing 28 U. S. C. §§2254 and
2255 Cases, and amendments thereto, see 425 U. S. 1167, 441 U. S. 1001,
and 456 U. S. 1031.
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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL

SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES
WASHINGTON, D. C.

APRIL 26, 2004

To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress Assembled:

I have the honor to submit to the Congress the amend-
ments to the Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure and the
rules and forms governing cases in the United States district
courts under Sections 2254 and 2255 of Title 28, United
States Code, that have been adopted by the Supreme Court
of the United States pursuant to Section 2072 of Title 28,
United States Code.

Accompanying these rules are excerpts from the report of
the Judicial Conference of the United States containing the
Committee Notes submitted to the Court for its consider-
ation pursuant to Section 331 of Title 28, United States Code.

Sincerely,

(Signed) WiLLIAM H. REHENQUIST
Chief Justice of the United States
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SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES

APRIL 26, 2004
ORDERED:

1. That the Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure be, and
they hereby are, amended by including therein an amend-
ment to Criminal Rule 35.

[See infra, p. 1107.]

2. That the rules and forms governing cases in the United
States District Courts under Section 2254 and Section 2255
of Title 28, United States Code, be, and they hereby are,
amended by including therein amendments to Rules 1
through 11 of the Rules Governing Section 2254 Cases in
the United States District Courts, Rules 1 through 12 of the
Rules Governing Section 2255 Cases in the United States
District Courts, and forms for use in applications under Sec-
tion 2254 and motions under Section 2255.

[See infra, pp. 1109-1149.]

3. That the foregoing amendments to the Federal Rules of
Criminal Procedure, the Rules Governing Section 2254
Cases in the United States District Courts, and the Rules
Governing Section 2255 Cases in the United States District
Courts shall take effect on December 1, 2004, and shall gov-
ern in all proceedings thereafter commenced and, insofar as
just and practicable, all proceedings then pending.

4. That THE CHIEF JUSTICE be, and hereby is, authorized
to transmit to the Congress the foregoing amendments to the
Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure, the Rules Governing
Section 2254 Cases in the United States District Courts, and
the Rules Governing Section 2255 Cases in the United States
District Courts in accordance with the provisions of Section
2072 of Title 28, United States Code.
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AMENDMENT TO THE FEDERAL RULES
OF CRIMINAL PROCEDURE

Rule 35. Correcting or reducing a sentence.

(c) “Sentencing” defined.—As used in this rule, “sentenc-
ing” means the oral announcement of the sentence.
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