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AMENDMENTS TO
FEDERAL RULES OF BANKRUPTCY PROCEDURE

The following amendments to the Federal Rules of Bankruptcy Proce-
dure were prescribed by the Supreme Court of the United States on April
17, 2000, pursuant to 28 U. S. C. § 2075, and were reported to Congress by
The Chief Justice on the same date. For the letter of transmittal, see
post, p. 1148. The Judicial Conference report referred to in that letter is
not reproduced herein.

Note that under 28 U. S. C. § 2075, such amendments shall take effect
no earlier than December 1 of the year in which they are transmitted to
Congress unless otherwise provided by law.

For earlier publication of the Federal Rules of Bankruptcy Procedure
and amendments thereto, see, e. g., 461 U. S. 973, 471 U. S. 1147, 480 U. S.
1077, 490 U. S. 1119, 500 U. S. 1017, 507 U. S. 1075, 511 U. S. 1169, 514 U. S.
1145, 517 U. S. 1263, 520 U. S. 1285, and 526 U. S. 1169.
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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL

Supreme Court of the United States
washington, d. c.

April 17, 2000

To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress Assembled:

By direction of the Supreme Court of the United States, I
have the honor to submit to the Congress the amendments
to the Federal Rules of Bankruptcy Procedure that have
been adopted by the Supreme Court of the United States
pursuant to Section 2075 of Title 28, United States Code.

Accompanying these rules are excerpts from the report of
the Judicial Conference of the United States containing the
Committee Notes submitted to the Court for its consider-
ation pursuant to Section 331 of Title 28, United States Code.

Sincerely,

(Signed) William H. Rehnquist
Chief Justice of the United States
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SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES

APRIL 17, 2000

Ordered:

1. That the Federal Rules of Bankruptcy Procedure be,
and they hereby are, amended by including therein amend-
ments to Bankruptcy Rules 1017, 2002(a), 4003, 4004, and
5003.

[See infra, pp. 1151–1153.]
2. That the foregoing amendments to the Federal Rules of

Bankruptcy Procedure shall take effect on December 1, 2000,
and shall govern in all proceedings in bankruptcy cases
thereafter commenced and, insofar as just and practicable,
all proceedings then pending.

3. That The Chief Justice be, and hereby is, authorized
to transmit to the Congress the foregoing amendments to
the Federal Rules of Bankruptcy Procedure in accordance
with the provisions of Section 2075 of Title 28, United
States Code.
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AMENDMENTS TO THE FEDERAL RULES
OF BANKRUPTCY PROCEDURE

Rule 1017. Dismissal or conversion of case; suspension.
. . . . .

(e) Dismissal of an individual debtor’s Chapter 7 case for
substantial abuse.—The court may dismiss an individual
debtor’s case for substantial abuse under § 707(b) only on mo-
tion by the United States trustee or on the court’s own mo-
tion and after a hearing on notice to the debtor, the trustee,
the United States trustee, and any other entities as the
court directs.

(1) A motion to dismiss a case for substantial abuse
may be filed by the United States trustee only within
60 days after the first date set for the meeting of credi-
tors under § 341(a), unless, on request filed by the United
States trustee before the time has expired, the court for
cause extends the time for filing the motion to dismiss.
The United States trustee shall set forth in the motion
all matters to be submitted to the court for its consider-
ation at the hearing.
. . . . .

Rule 2002. Notices to creditors, equity security holders,
United States, and United States trustee.

(a) Twenty-day notices to parties in interest.—Except as
provided in subdivisions (h), (i), and (l) of this rule, the clerk,
or some other person as the court may direct, shall give the
debtor, the trustee, all creditors and indenture trustees at
least 20 days’ notice by mail of:

. . . . .
(6) a hearing on any entity’s request for compensation

or reimbursement of expenses if the request exceeds
$1,000;
. . . . .
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1152 RULES OF BANKRUPTCY PROCEDURE

Rule 4003. Exemptions.
. . . . .

(b) Objecting to a claim of exemptions.—A party in inter-
est may file an objection to the list of property claimed as
exempt only within 30 days after the meeting of creditors
held under § 341(a) is concluded or within 30 days after any
amendment to the list or supplemental schedules is filed,
whichever is later. The court may, for cause, extend the
time for filing objections if, before the time to object expires,
a party in interest files a request for an extension. Copies
of the objections shall be delivered or mailed to the trustee,
the person filing the list, and the attorney for that person.

. . . . .

Rule 4004. Grant or denial of discharge.
. . . . .

(c) Grant of discharge.
(1) In a chapter 7 case, on expiration of the time fixed

for filing a complaint objecting to discharge and the time
fixed for filing a motion to dismiss the case under Rule
1017(e), the court shall forthwith grant the discharge
unless:

(A) the debtor is not an individual,
(B) a complaint objecting to the discharge has

been filed,
(C) the debtor has filed a waiver under

§ 727(a)(10),
(D) a motion to dismiss the case under Rule

1017(e) is pending,
(E) a motion to extend the time for filing a com-

plaint objecting to discharge is pending,
(F) a motion to extend the time for filing a mo-

tion to dismiss the case under Rule 1017(e)(1) is
pending, or

(G) the debtor has not paid in full the filing fee
prescribed by 28 U. S. C. § 1930(a) and any other fee
prescribed by the Judicial Conference of the United
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1153RULES OF BANKRUPTCY PROCEDURE

States under 28 U. S. C. § 1930(b) that is payable to
the clerk upon the commencement of a case under
the Code.

. . . . .

Rule 5003. Records kept by the clerk.
. . . . .

(e) Register of mailing addresses of federal and state gov-
ernmental units.—The United States or the state or terri-
tory in which the court is located may file a statement desig-
nating its mailing address. The clerk shall keep, in the form
and manner as the Director of the Administrative Office of
the United States Courts may prescribe, a register that in-
cludes these mailing addresses, but the clerk is not required
to include in the register more than one mailing address for
each department, agency, or instrumentality of the United
States or the state or territory. If more than one address
for a department, agency, or instrumentality is included in
the register, the clerk shall also include information that
would enable a user of the register to determine the circum-
stances when each address is applicable, and mailing notice
to only one applicable address is sufficient to provide effec-
tive notice. The clerk shall update the register annually, ef-
fective January 2 of each year. The mailing address in the
register is conclusively presumed to be a proper address for
the governmental unit, but the failure to use that mailing
address does not invalidate any notice that is otherwise ef-
fective under applicable law.

( f ) Other books and records of the clerk.—The clerk shall
keep any other books and records required by the Director
of the Administrative Office of the United States Courts.
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