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AMENDMENTS TO
FEDERAL RULES OF CRIMINAL PROCEDURE

The following amendments to the Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure
were prescribed by the Supreme Court of the United States on April 23,
1996, pursuant to 28 U. S. C. § 2072, and were reported to Congress by
The Chief Justice on the same date. For the letter of transmittal, see
post, p. 1286. The Judicial Conference report referred to in that letter is
not reproduced herein.

Note that under 28 U. S. C. § 2074, such amendments shall take effect
no earlier than December 1 of the year in which they are transmitted to
Congress unless otherwise provided by law.

For earlier publication of the Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure, and
the amendments thereto, see 327 U. S. 821, 335 U. S. 917, 949, 346 U. S.
941, 350 U. S. 1017, 383 U. S. 1087, 389 U. S. 1125, 401 U. S. 1025, 406 U. S.
979, 415 U. S. 1056, 416 U. S. 1001, 419 U. S. 1136, 425 U. S. 1157, 441 U. S.
985, 456 U. S. 1021, 461 U. S. 1117, 471 U. S. 1167, 480 U. S. 1041, 485 U. S.
1057, 490 U. S. 1135, 495 U. S. 967, 500 U. S. 991, 507 U. S. 1161, 511 U. S.
1175, and 514 U. S. 1159.
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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL

Supreme Court of the United States
washington, d. c.

April 23, 1996

To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress Assembled:

By direction of the Supreme Court of the United States, I
have the honor to submit to the Congress the amendments
to the Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure that have been
adopted by the Supreme Court of the United States pursuant
to Section 2072 of Title 28, United States Code.

Accompanying these rules are excerpts from the report of
the Judicial Conference of the United States containing the
Advisory Committee Notes submitted to the Court for its
consideration pursuant to Section 331 of Title 28, United
States Code.

Sincerely,

(Signed) William H. Rehnquist
Chief Justice of the United States
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SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES

april 23, 1996

Ordered:

1. That the Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure for the
United States District Courts be, and they hereby are,
amended by including therein amendments to Criminal
Rule 32.

[See infra, p. 1289.]
2. That the foregoing amendments to the Federal Rules of

Criminal Procedure shall take effect on December 1, 1996,
and shall govern all proceedings in criminal cases thereafter
commenced and, insofar as just and practicable, all proceed-
ings in criminal cases then pending.

3. That The Chief Justice be, and hereby is, authorized
to transmit to the Congress the foregoing amendments to
the Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure in accordance with
the provisions of Section 2072 of Title 28, United States
Code.
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AMENDMENTS TO THE FEDERAL RULES
OF CRIMINAL PROCEDURE

Rule 32. Sentence and judgment.
. . . . .

(d) Judgment.
. . . . .

(2) Criminal forfeiture.—If a verdict contains a find-
ing that property is subject to a criminal forfeiture, or
if a defendant enters a guilty plea subjecting property
to such forfeiture, the court may enter a preliminary
order of forfeiture after providing notice to the defend-
ant and a reasonable opportunity to be heard on the tim-
ing and form of the order. The order of forfeiture shall
authorize the Attorney General to seize the property
subject to forfeiture, to conduct any discovery that the
court considers proper to help identify, locate, or dispose
of the property, and to begin proceedings consistent
with any statutory requirements pertaining to ancillary
hearings and the rights of third parties. At sentencing,
a final order of forfeiture shall be made part of the sen-
tence and included in the judgment. The court may in-
clude in the final order such conditions as may be reason-
ably necessary to preserve the value of the property
pending any appeal.
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