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AMENDMENTS TO
FEDERAL RULES OF CIVIL PROCEDURE

The following amendments to the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure were
prescribed by the Supreme Court of the United States on April 23, 1996,
pursuant to 28 U. S. C. § 2072, and were reported to Congress by The
Chief Justice on the same date. For the letter of transmittal, see post,
p. 1280. The Judicial Conference report referred to in that letter is not
reproduced herein.

Note that under 28 U. S. C. § 2074, such amendments shall take effect
no earlier than December 1 of the year in which they are transmitted to
Congress unless otherwise provided by law.

For earlier publication of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure and
amendments thereto, see 308 U. S. 645, 308 U. S. 642, 329 U. S. 839, 335
U. S. 919, 341 U. S. 959, 368 U. S. 1009, 374 U. S. 861, 383 U. S. 1029, 389
U. S. 1121, 398 U. S. 977, 401 U. S. 1017, 419 U. S. 1133, 446 U. S. 995, 456
U. S. 1013, 461 U. S. 1095, 471 U. S. 1153, 480 U. S. 953, 485 U. S. 1043, 500
U. S. 963, 507 U. S. 1089, and 514 U. S. 1151.
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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL

Supreme Court of the United States
washington, d. c.

April 23, 1996

To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress Assembled:

By direction of the Supreme Court of the United States, I
have the honor to submit to the Congress the amendments
to the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure that have been
adopted by the Supreme Court of the United States pursuant
to Section 2072 of Title 28, United States Code.

Accompanying these rules are excerpts from the report of
the Judicial Conference of the United States containing the
Advisory Committee Notes submitted to the Court for its
consideration pursuant to Section 331 of Title 28, United
States Code.

Sincerely,

(Signed) William H. Rehnquist
Chief Justice of the United States
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SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES

april 23, 1996

Ordered:

1. That the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure for the
United States District Courts be, and they hereby are,
amended by including therein amendments to Civil Rules 5
and 43.

[See infra, p. 1283.]
2. That the foregoing amendments to the Federal Rules of

Civil Procedure shall take effect on December 1, 1996, and
shall govern all proceedings in civil cases thereafter com-
menced and, insofar as just and practicable, all proceedings
in civil cases then pending.

3. That The Chief Justice be, and hereby is, authorized
to transmit to the Congress the foregoing amendments to
the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure in accordance with the
provisions of Section 2072 of Title 28, United States Code.
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AMENDMENTS TO THE FEDERAL RULES
OF CIVIL PROCEDURE

Rule 5. Service and filing of pleadings and other papers.
. . . . .

(e) Filing with the court defined.—The filing of papers
with the court as required by these rules shall be made by
filing them with the clerk of court, except that the judge may
permit the papers to be filed with the judge, in which event
the judge shall note thereon the filing date and forthwith
transmit them to the office of the clerk. A court may by
local rule permit papers to be filed, signed, or verified by
electronic means that are consistent with technical stand-
ards, if any, that the Judicial Conference of the United States
establishes. A paper filed by electronic means in compliance
with a local rule constitutes a written paper for the purpose
of applying these rules. The clerk shall not refuse to accept
for filing any paper presented for that purpose solely because
it is not presented in proper form as required by these rules
or any local rules or practices.

Rule 43. Taking of testimony.

(a) Form.—In every trial, the testimony of witnesses shall
be taken in open court, unless a federal law, these rules, the
Federal Rules of Evidence, or other rules adopted by the
Supreme Court provide otherwise. The court may, for good
cause shown in compelling circumstances and upon appro-
priate safeguards, permit presentation of testimony in open
court by contemporaneous transmission from a different
location.

. . . . .
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