
AMENDMENTS TO THE FEDERAL RULES 
OF EVIDENCE 

Rule 609. Impeachment by evidence of conviction of crime. 
(a) General rule. - For the purpose of attacking the credi-

bility of a witness, (1) evidence that a witness other than an 
accused has been convicted of a crime shall be admitted, sub-
ject to Rule 403, if the crime was punishable by death or 
imprisonment in excess of one year under the law under 
which the witness was convicted, and evidence that an ac-
cused has been convicted of such a crime shall be admitted if 
the court determines that the probative value of admitting 
this evidence outweighs its prejudicial effect to the accused; 
and (2) evidence that any witness has been convicted of a 
crime shall be admitted if it involved dishonesty or false 
statement, regardless of the punishment. 
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