
AMENDMENTS TO THE FEDERAL RULES 
OF CRIMINAL PROCEDURE

Rule 30. Instructions.
At the close of the evidence or at such earlier time during 

the trial as the court reasonably directs, any party may file 
written requests that the court instruct the jury on the law 
as set forth in the requests. At the same time copies of 
such requests shall be furnished to all parties. The court 
shall inform counsel of its proposed action upon the requests 
prior to their arguments to the jury. The court may instruct 
the jury before or after the arguments are completed or at 
both times. No party may assign as error any portion of 
the charge or omission therefrom unless that party objects 
thereto before the jury retires to consider its verdict, stating 
distinctly the matter to which that party objects and the 
grounds of the objection. Opportunity shall be given to 
make the objection out of the hearing of the jury and, on 
request of any party, out of the presence of the jury.

Rule 56. Courts and clerks.
The district court shall be deemed always open for the 

purpose of filing any proper paper, of issuing and returning 
process and of making motions and orders. The clerk’s office 
with the clerk or a deputy in attendance shall be open during 
business hours on all days except Saturdays, Sundays, and 
legal holidays, but a court may provide by local rule or order 
that its clerk’s office shall be open for specified hours on 
Saturdays or particular legal holidays other than New Year’s 
Day, Birthday of Martin Luther King, Jr., Washington’s 
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Birthday, Memorial Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, Co-
lumbus Day, Veterans Day, Thanksgiving Day, and Christ-
mas Day.
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