
AMENDMENTS TO THE FEDERAL RULES 
OF CIVIL PROCEDURE

Rule 17. Parties plaintiff and defendant; capacity.
(a) Real party in interest.—Every action shall be prose-

cuted in the name of the real party in interest. An executor, 
administrator, guardian, bailee, trustee of an express trust, a 
party with whom or in whose name a contract has been made 
for the benefit of another, or a party authorized by statute 
may sue in that person’s own name without joining the party 
for whose benefit the action is brought; and when a statute of 
the United States so provides, an action for the use or benefit 
of another shall be brought in the name of the United States. 
No action shall be dismissed on the ground that it is not pros-
ecuted in the name of the real party in interest until a reason-
able time has been allowed after objection for ratification of 
commencement of the action by, or joinder or substitution of, 
the real party in interest; and such ratification, joinder, or 
substitution shall have the same effect as if the action had 
been commenced in the name of the real party in interest.

Rule 71A. Condemnation of property.

(e) Appearance or answer.—If a defendant has no objec-
tion or defense to the taking of the defendant’s property, the 
defendant may serve a notice of appearance designating the 
property in which the defendant claims to be interested. 
Thereafter, the defendant shall receive notice of all proceed-
ings affecting it. If a defendant has any objection or defense 
to the taking of the property, the defendant shall serve an an-
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swer within 20 days after the service of notice upon the de-
fendant. The answer shall identify the property in which 
the defendant claims to have an interest, state the nature and 
extent of the interest claimed, and state all the defendant’s 
objections and defenses to the taking of the property. A de-
fendant waives all defenses and objections not so presented, 
but at the trial of the issue of just compensation, whether or 
not the defendant has previously appeared or answered, the 
defendant may present evidence as to the amount of the com-
pensation to be paid for the property, and the defendant may 
share in the distribution of the award. No other pleading or 
motion asserting any additional defense or objection shall be 
allowed.
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