
RETIREMENT AND APPOINTMENT OF DIRECTOR 
OF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE OF UNITED STATES 

COURTS AND OF CLERK OF COURT

Supr eme  Cou rt  of  the  United  States

TUESDAY, JULY 2, 1985

Present: Chief  Justic e Burg er , Justic e Bren nan , 
Justi ce  Whi te , Justi ce  Marsh all , Justic e Black - 
mun , Justic e Powell , Justi ce  Stevens , and Justi ce  
O’Connor .

The  Chief  Justi ce  said:
Today’s Order List includes the announcement of the 

appointment of Mr. L. Ralph Mecham as the Director of 
the Administrative Office of the United States Courts suc-
ceeding Mr. William E. Foley, who retired in March of this 
year. Mr. Mecham will assume the duties of the Office of 
Director, July 15, 1985. We note for the record our appre-
ciation of the excellent service of Joseph Spaniol as Acting 
Director since the retirement of Mr. Foley.

I am also authorized to announce the retirement of the 
Clerk of the Supreme Court of the United States, Mr. Al-
exander Stevas, as of July 31, 1985. I speak for all the 
members of the Court, the staff of the Court, and for the 
Bar of the Court in thanking Mr. Stevas for his dedicated 
service and in wishing him much happiness and good health 
in the years ahead.

I am also authorized to announce that Mr. Joseph Spaniol, 
Jr., Deputy Director of the Administrative Office of the 
Courts has been appointed Clerk of the Supreme Court 
effective August 1, to succeed Mr. Stevas.
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