
AMENDMENTS TO THE FEDERAL RULES 
OF CIVIL PROCEDURE

Rule 6. Time.
(a) Computation.—In computing any period of time pre-

scribed or allowed by these rules, by the local rules of any 
district court, by order of court, or by any applicable statute, 
the day of the act, event, or default from which the desig-
nated period of time begins to run shall not be included. The 
last day of the period so computed shall be included, unless it 
is a Saturday, a Sunday, or a legal holiday, or, when the act 
to be done is the filing of a paper in court, a day on which 
weather or other conditions have made the office of the clerk 
of the district court inaccessible, in which event the period 
runs until the end of the next day which is not one of the 
aforementioned days. When the period of time prescribed 
or allowed is less than 11 days, intermediate Saturdays, Sun-
days, and legal holidays shall be excluded in the computation. 
As used in this rule and in Rule 77(c), “legal holiday” includes 
New Year’s Day, Birthday of Martin Luther King, Jr., 
Washington’s Birthday, Memorial Day, Independence Day, 
Labor Day, Columbus Day, Veterans Day, Thanksgiving 
Day, Christmas Day, and any other day appointed as a holi-
day by the President or the Congress of the United States, or 
by the state in which the district court is held.

Rule 45. Subpoena.

(d) Subpoenafor taking depositions; place of examination.

(2) A person to whom a subpoena for the taking of a depos-
ition is directed may be required to attend at any place within 
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100 miles from the place where that person resides, is em-
ployed or transacts business in person, or is served, or at 
such other convenient place as is fixed by an order of court.

Rule 52. Findings by the court.
(a) Effect.—In all actions tried upon the facts without a 

jury or with an advisory jury, the court shall find the facts 
specially and state separately its conclusions of law thereon, 
and judgment shall be entered pursuant to Rule 58; and in 
granting or refusing interlocutory injunctions the court shall 
similarly set forth the findings of fact and conclusions of law 
which constitute the grounds of its action. Requests for 
findings are not necessary for purposes of review. Findings 
of fact, whether based on oral or documentary evidence, shall 
not be set aside unless clearly erroneous, and due regard 
shall be given to the opportunity of the trial court to judge of 
the credibility of the witnesses. The findings of a master, to 
the extent that the court adopts them, shall be considered as 
the findings of the court. It will be sufficient if the findings 
of fact and conclusions of law are stated orally and recorded 
in open court following the close of the evidence or appear in 
an opinion or memorandum of decision filed by the court. 
Findings of fact and conclusions of law are unnecessary on de-
cisions of motions under Rules 12 or 56 or any other motion 
except as provided in Rule 41(b).

Rule 71 A. Condemnation of property.

(h) Trial.—If the action involves the exercise of the power 
of eminent domain under the law of the United States, any 
tribunal specially constituted by an Act of Congress govern-
ing the case for the trial of the issue of just compensation 
shall be the tribunal for the determination of that issue; but if 
there is no such specially constituted tribunal any party may 
have a trial by jury of the issue of just compensation by filing 
a demand therefor within the time allowed for answer or 
within such further time as the court may fix, unless the 
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court in its discretion orders that, because of the character, 
location, or quantity of the property to be condemned, or for 
other reasons in the interest of justice, the issue of compensa-
tion shall be determined by a commission of three persons 
appointed by it.

In the event that a commission is appointed the court may 
direct that not more than two additional persons serve as 
alternate commissioners to hear the case and replace commis-
sioners who, prior to the time when a decision is filed, are 
found by the court to be unable or disqualified to perform 
their duties. An alternate who does not replace a regular 
commissioner shall be discharged after the commission ren-
ders its final decision. Before appointing the members of 
the commission and alternates the court shall advise the par-
ties of the identity and qualifications of each prospective 
commissioner and alternate and may permit the parties to 
examine each such designee. The parties shall not be per-
mitted or required by the court to suggest nominees. Each 
party shall have the right to object for valid cause to the 
appointment of any person as a commissioner or alternate. 
If a commission is appointed it shall have the powers of a 
master provided in subdivision (c) of Rule 53 and proceedings 
before it shall be governed by the provisions of paragraphs 
(1) and (2) of subdivision (d) of Rule 53. Its action and report 
shall be determined by a majority and its findings and report 
shall have the effect, and be dealt with by the court in accord-
ance with the practice, prescribed in paragraph (2) of subdi-
vision (e) of Rule 53. Trial of all issues shall otherwise be 
by the court.

Rule 83. Rules by district courts.
Each district court by action of a majority of the judges 

thereof may from time to time, after giving appropriate pub-
lic notice and an opportunity to comment, make and amend 
rules governing its practice not inconsistent with these rules. 
A local rule so adopted shall take effect upon the date speci-
fied by the district court and shall remain in effect unless 
amended by the district court or abrogated by the judicial 
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council of the circuit in which the district is located. Copies 
of rules and amendments so made by any district court shall 
upon their promulgation be furnished to the judicial council 
and the Administrative Office of the United States Courts 
and be made available to the public. In all cases not pro-
vided for by rule, the district judge and magistrates may 
regulate their practice in any manner not inconsistent with 
these rules or those of the district in which they act.
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