
AMENDMENTS TO THE FEDERAL RULES 
OF CRIMINAL PROCEDURE

Rule 6. The grand jury.

(e) Recording and disclosure of proceedings.

(3) Exceptions.
(A) Disclosure otherwise prohibited by this rule of matters 

occurring before the grand jury, other than its deliberations 
and the vote of any grand juror, may be made to—

(i) an attorney for the government for use in the perform-
ance of such attorney’s duty; and

(ii) such government personnel (including personnel of a 
state or subdivision of a state) as are deemed necessary by an 
attorney for the government to assist an attorney for the 
government in the performance of such attorney’s duty to 
enforce federal criminal law.

(B) Any person to whom matters are disclosed under sub-
paragraph (A)(ii) of this paragraph shall not utilize that grand 
jury material for any purpose other than assisting the attor-
ney for the government in the performance of such attorney’s 
duty to enforce federal criminal law. An attorney for the 
government shall promptly provide the district court, before 
which was impaneled the grand jury whose material has been 
so disclosed, with the names of the persons to whom such 
disclosure has been made, and shall certify that the attorney 
has advised such persons of their obligation of secrecy under 
this rule.

(C) Disclosure otherwise prohibited by this rule of matters 
occurring before the grand jury may also be made—

(i) when so directed by a court preliminarily to or in con-
nection with a judicial proceeding;
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(ii) when permitted by a court at the request of the defend-
ant, upon a showing that grounds may exist for a motion to 
dismiss the indictment because of matters occurring before 
the grand jury;

(iii) when the disclosure is made by an attorney for the 
government to another federal grand jury; or

(iv) when permitted by a court at the request of an attor-
ney for the government, upon a showing that such matters 
may disclose a violation of state criminal law, to an appropri-
ate official of a state or subdivision of a state for the purpose 
of enforcing such law.

If the court orders disclosure of matters occurring before 
the grand jury, the disclosure shall be made in such manner, 
at such time, and under such conditions as the court may 
direct.

Rule 11. Pleas.

(c) Advice to defendant.—Before accepting a plea of guilty 
or nolo contendere, the court must address the defendant 
personally in open court and inform him of, and determine 
that he understands, the following:

(1) the nature of the charge to which the plea is offered, 
the mandatory minimum penalty provided by law, if any, and 
the maximum possible penalty provided by law, including the 
effect of any special parole term and, when applicable, that 
the court may also order the defendant to make restitution to 
any victim of the offense; and

Rule 12.1. Notice of alibi.

(f) Inadmissibility of withdrawn alibi.—Evidence of an 
intention to rely upon an alibi defense, later withdrawn, or 
of statements made in connection with such intention, is not, 
in any civil or criminal proceeding, admissible against the 
person who gave notice of the intention.
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Rule 12.2. Notice of insanity defense or expert testimony of 
defendant’s mental condition. -

(e) Inadmissibility of withdrawn intention.—Evidence of 
an intention as to which notice was given under subdivision 
(a) or (b), later withdrawn, is not, in any civil or criminal 
proceeding, admissible against the person who gave notice of 
the intention.

Rule 35. Correction or reduction of sentence.

(6) Reduction of sentence.—A motion to reduce a sentence 
may be made, or the court may reduce a sentence without 
motion, within 120 days after the sentence is imposed or 
probation is revoked, or within 120 days after receipt by the 
court of a mandate issued upon affirmance of the judgment or 
dismissal of the appeal, or within 120 days after entry of any 
order or judgment of the Supreme Court denying review of, 
or having the effect of upholding, a judgment of conviction or 
probation revocation. The court shall determine the motion 
within a reasonable time. Changing a sentence from a sen-
tence of incarceration to a grant of probation shall constitute 
a permissible reduction of sentence under this subdivision.

Rule 45. Time.
(a) Computation.—In computing any period of time the 

day of the act or event from which the designated period of 
time begins to run shall not be included. The last day of the 
period so computed shall be included, unless it is a Saturday, 
a Sunday, or a legal holiday, or, when the act to be done is 
the filing of some paper in court, a day on which weather or 
other conditions have made the office of the clerk of the dis-
trict court inaccessible, in which event the period runs until 
the end of the next day which is not one of the aforemen-
tioned days. When a period of time prescribed or allowed is 
less than 11 days, intermediate Saturdays, Sundays and legal 
holidays shall be excluded in the computation. As used in 
these rules, “legal holiday” includes New Year’s Day, Birth-
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day of Martin Luther King, Jr., Washington’s Birthday, 
Memorial Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, Columbus 
Day, Veterans Day, Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Day, and 
any other day appointed as a holiday by the President or the 
Congress of the United States, or by the state in which the 
district court is held.

Rule lf.9. Service and filing of papers.

(e) Filing of dangerous offender notice.—A filing with the 
court pursuant to 18 U. S. C. § 3575(a) or 21 U. S. C. § 849(a) 
shall be made by filing the notice with the clerk of the court. 
The clerk shall transmit the notice to the chief judge or, if 
the chief judge is the presiding judge in the case, to another 
judge or United States magistrate in the district, except that 
in a district having a single judge and no United States mag-
istrate, the clerk shall transmit the notice to the court only 
after the time for disclosure specified in the aforementioned 
statutes and shall seal the notice as permitted by local rule.

Rule 57. Rules by district courts.
Each district court by action of a majority of the judges 

thereof may from time to time, after giving appropriate pub-
lic notice and an opportunity to comment, make and amend 
rules governing its practice not inconsistent with these rules. 
A local rule so adopted shall take effect upon the date speci-
fied by the district court and shall remain in effect unless 
amended by the district court or abrogated by the judicial 
council of the circuit in which the district is located. Copies 
of the rules and amendments so made by any district court 
shall upon their promulgation be furnished to the judicial 
council and the Administrative Office of the United States 
Courts and be made available to the public. In all cases not 
provided for by rule, the district judges and magistrates may 
regulate their practice in any manner not inconsistent with 
these rules or those of the district in which they act.



Repo rt er ’s  Not e
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