
AMENDMENTS TO RULES GOVERNING 28 U.S. C. 
§2254 CASES IN THE UNITED STATES 

DISTRICT COURTS 

Rule 2. Petition. 

( c) Form of Petition.-The petition shall be in substan-
tially the form annexed to these rules, except that any dis-
trict court may by local rule require that petitions filed with 
it shall be in a form prescribed by the local rule. Blank peti-
tions in the prescribed form shall be made available without 
charge by the clerk of the district court to applicants upon 
their request. It shall specify all the grounds for relief 
which are available to the petitioner and of which he has or 
by the exercise of reasonable diligence should have knowl-
edge and shall set forth in summary form the facts supporting 
each of the grounds thus specified. It shall also state the re-
lief requested. The petition shall be typewritten or legibly 
handwritten and shall be signed under penalty of perjury by 
the petitioner. 
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