
AMENDMENTS TO 
RULES OF CRIMINAL PROCEDURE 

EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 1971 

The following amendments to the Rules of Criminal Procedure 
were prescribed by the Supreme Court of the United States on 
March 1, 1971, pursuant to 18 U. S. C. §§ 3771 and 3772, and 
were reported to Congress by THE CHIEF JUSTICE on the same date. 
For the letter of transmittal, see ante, p. 1018. The Judicial Con-
ference report referred to in that letter is not reproduced herein. 

These amendments became effective July 1, 1971, as provided in 
paragraph 2 of the Court's order, ante, p. 1019. 

For earlier publications of the Rules of Criminal Procedure and 
the amendments thereto, see 327 U. S. 821, 335 U. S. 917, 949, 346 
U. S. 941, 350 U. S. 1017, 383 U. S. 1087, and 389 U.S. 1125. 
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AMENDMENTS TO 
RULES OF CRIMINAL PROCEDURE 

Rule 45. Time 
(a) Computation.-In computing any period of time 

the day of the act or event from which the designated 
period of time begins to run shall not be included. The 
last day of the period so computed shall be included, 
unless it is a Saturday, a Sunday, or a legal holiday, in 
which event the period runs until the end of the next day 
which is not a Saturday, a Sunday, or a legal holiday. 
When a period of time prescribed or allowed is less than 
7 days, intermediate Saturdays, Sundays and legal holi-
days shall be excluded in the computation. As used 
in these rules, "legal holiday" includes New Year's Day, 
Washington's Birthday, Memorial Day, Independence 
Day, Labor Day, Columbus Day, Veterans Day, Thanks-
giving Day, Christmas Day, and any other day appointed 
as a holiday by the President or the Congress of the 
United States, or by the state in which the district court 
is held. 

Rule 56. Courts and clerks 
The district court shall be deemed always open for the 

purpose of filing any proper paper, of issuing and return-
ing process and of making motions and orders. The 
clerk's office with the clerk or a deputy in attendance 
shall be open during business hours on all days except 
Saturdays, Sundays, and legal holidays, but a court may 
provide by local rule or order that its clerk's office shall 
be open for specified hours on Saturdays or particular 
legal holidays other than New Year's Day, Washington's 
Birthday, Memorial Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, 
Columbus Day, Veterans Day, Thanksgiving Day, and 
Christmas Day. 
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