
AMENDMENTS TO FEDERAL RULES OF
APPELLATE PROCEDURE

Rule 30. Appendix to the briefs
(a) Duty of appellant to prepare and file; content of 

appendix; time for filing; number of copies.—The appel-
lant shall prepare and file an appendix to the briefs 
which shall contain: (1) the relevant docket entries in 
the proceeding below; (2) any relevant portions of the 
pleadings, charge, findings or opinion; (3) the judg-
ment, order or decision in question; and (4) any other 
parts of the record to which the parties wish to direct 
the particular attention of the court. The fact that 
parts of the record are not included in the appendix shall 
not prevent the parties or the court from relying on such 
parts.

Unless filing is to be deferred pursuant to the provi-
sions of subdivision (c) of this rule, the appellant shall 
serve and file the appendix with his brief. Ten copies 
of the appendix shall be filed with the clerk, and one copy 
shall be served on counsel for each party separately rep-
resented, unless the court shall by rule or order direct the 
filing or service of a lesser number.

(c) Alternative method of designating contents of the 
appendix; how references to the record may be made in 
the briefs when alternative method is used.—If the court 
shall so provide by rule for classes of cases or by order 
in specific cases, preparation of the appendix may be 
deferred until after the briefs have been filed, and the 
appendix may be filed 21 days after service of the brief 
of the appellee. If the preparation and filing of the 
appendix is thus deferred, the provisions of subdivision 
(b) of this Rule 30 shall apply, except that the designa- 
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tions referred to therein shall be made by each party at 
the time his brief is served, and a statement of the issues 
presented shall be unnecessary.

Rule 31. Filing and service of briefs
(a) Time for serving and filing briefs.—The appellant 

shall serve and file his brief within 40 days after the 
date on which the record is filed. The appellee shall 
serve and file his brief within 30 days after service of 
the brief of the appellant. The appellant may serve 
and file a reply brief within 14 days after service of the 
brief of the appellee, but, except for good cause shown, 
a reply brief must be filed at least 3 days before argu-
ment. If a court of appeals is prepared to consider cases 
on the merits promptly after briefs are filed, and its 
practice is to do so, it may shorten the periods prescribed 
above for serving and filing briefs, either by rule for all 
cases or for classes of cases, or by order for specific cases.


		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-07-07T20:13:58-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




