
AMENDMENTS TO 
RULES OF CRIMINAL PROCEDURE

FOR THE

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURTS

Effective July 1, 1968

The following amendments to the Rules of Criminal Procedure 
for the United States District Courts were prescribed by the 
Supreme Court of the United States on December 4, 1967, pursuant 
to 18 U. S. C. §§ 3771 and 3772, and were reported to Congress 
by The  Chi ef  Just ic e on the same date and resubmitted on Jan-
uary 15, 1968, ante, p. 1064.

These amendments became effective July 1, 1968, as provided 
in paragraph 5 of the Court’s order, ante, p. 1066. See also para-
graph 6 of the Court’s order concerning rules which have been 
abrogated. Ibid.

For earlier publications of the Rules of Criminal Procedure and 
the amendments thereto, see 327 U. S. 821, 335 U. S. 917, 949, 
346 U. S. 941, 350 U. S. 1017, and 383 U. S. 1087.
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1126 RULES OF CRIMINAL PROCEDURE.

Rule /¡.5. Time.
(6) Enlargement.—When an act is required or allowed 

to be done at or within a specified time, the court for 
cause shown may at any time in its discretion (1) with 
or without motion or notice, order the period enlarged 
if request therefor is made before the expiration of the 
period originally prescribed or as extended by a previous 
order or (2) upon motion made after the expiration of 
the specified period permit the act to be done if the fail-
ure to act was the result of excusable neglect; but the 
court may not extend the time for taking any action 
under Rules 29, 33, 34 and 35, except to the extent and 
under the conditions stated in them.

Rule Service and filing of papers.
(c) Notice of orders.—Immediately upon the entry of 

an order made on a written motion subsequent to ar-
raignment the clerk shall mail to each party a notice 
thereof and shall make a note in the docket of the mail-
ing. Lack of notice of the entry by the clerk does not 
affect the time to appeal or relieve or authorize the court 
to relieve a party for failure to appeal within the time 
allowed, except as permitted by Rule 4 (b) of the Federal 
Rules of Appellate Procedure.

Rule 56. Courts and clerks.
The district court shall be deemed always open for the 

purpose of filing any proper paper, of issuing and return-
ing process and of making motions and orders. The 
clerk’s office with the clerk or a deputy in attendance 
shall be open during business hours on all days except 
Saturdays, Sundays, and legal holidays, but a court may 
provide by local rule or order that its clerk’s office shall 
be open for specified hours on Saturdays or particular 
legal holidays other than New Year’s Day, Washington’s 
Birthday, Memorial Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, 
Veterans Day, Thanksgiving Day, and Christmas Day.
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Rule 57. Rules of court.
(u) Rules by district courts.—Rules made by district 

courts for the conduct of criminal proceedings shall not 
be inconsistent with these rules. Copies of all rules made 
by a district court shall upon their promulgation be fur-
nished to the Administrative Office of the United States 
Courts. The clerk shall make appropriate arrangements, 
subject to the approval of the Director of the Admin-
istrative Office of the United States Courts, to the end 
that all rules made as provided herein be published 
promptly and that copies of them be available to the 
public.
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