
AMENDMENTS TO RULES OF CRIMINAL PROCEDURE 
FOR THE 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURTS

Rule  17 (e) (2).
(2) Abroad. A subpoena directed to a witness in a 

foreign country shall issue under the circumstances and 
in the manner and be served as provided in Title 28, 
U. S. C., § 1783.

Rule  41 (b) (3).

(3) Possessed, controlled, or designed or intended for 
use or which is or has been used in violation of Title 18, 
U. S. C., § 957.

Rule  41 (g).

(g) Scope  and  Definition . This rule does not mod-
ify any act, inconsistent with it, regulating search, seizure 
and the issuance and execution of search warrants in 
circumstances for which special provision is made. The 
term “property” is used in this rule to include documents, 
books, papers and any other tangible objects.

Rule  54 (a) (1).

(1) Courts. These rules apply to all criminal pro-
ceedings in the United States district courts, which in-
clude the District Court for the Territory of Alaska and 
the District Court of the Virgin Islands; in the United 
States courts of appeals; and in the Supreme Court of 
the United States. The rules governing proceedings after 
verdict or finding of guilt or plea of guilty apply in the 
United States District Court for the District of the Canal 
Zone.
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Rule  54 (b).
(b) Proceedings .

(1) Removed Proceedings. These rules apply to 
criminal prosecutions removed to the United States 
district courts from state courts and govern all pro-
cedure after removal, except that dismissal by the 
attorney for the prosecution shall be governed by 
state law.

(2) Offenses Outside a District or State. These 
rules apply to proceedings for offenses committed 
upon the high seas or elsewhere out of the juris-
diction of any particular state or district, except that 
such proceedings may be had in any district author-
ized by Title 18, U. S. C., § 3238.

(3) Peace Bonds. These rules do not alter the 
power of judges of the United States or of United 
States commissioners to hold to security of the peace 
and for good behavior under Title 18, U. S. C., § 3043, 
and under Revised Statutes § 4069, 50 U. S. C. § 23, 
but in such cases the procedure shall conform to these 
rules so far as they are applicable.

(4) Trials before Commissioners. These rules do 
not apply to proceedings before United States com-
missioners and in the district courts under Title 18, 
U. S. C., §§ 3401, 3402, relating to petty offenses on 
federal reservations.

(5) Other Proceedings. These rules are not ap-
plicable to extradition and rendition of fugitives; 
forfeiture of property for violation of a statute of 
the United States; or the collection of fines and 
penalties. They do not apply to proceedings under 
Title 18, U. S. C., Chapter 403—Juvenile Delin-
quency—so far as they are inconsistent with that 
Chapter. They do not apply to summary trials for 
offenses against the navigation laws under Revised 
Statutes §§4300-4305, 33 U. S. C. §§ 391-396, or 
to proceedings involving disputes between seamen 



RULES OF CRIMINAL PROCEDURE. 957

under Revised Statutes §§4079-4081, as amended, 
22 U. S. C. §§ 256-258, or to proceedings for fishery 
offenses under the Act of June 28, 1937, c. 392, 50 
Stat. 325-327, 16 U. S. C. §§ 772-772i, or to pro-
ceedings against a witness in a foreign country under 
Titlg 28, U. S. C., § 1784.

Rule  54 (c).

(c) Appli cation  of  Terms . As  used in these rules the 
term “State” includes District of Columbia, territory and 
insular possession. “Law” includes statutes and judicial 
decisions. “Act of Congress” includes any act of Con-
gress locally applicable to and in force in the District 
of Columbia, in a territory or in an insular possession. 
“District court” includes all district courts named in sub-
division (a), paragraph (1) of this rule. “Civil action” 
refers to a civil action in a district court. “Oath” in-
cludes affirmations. “Attorney for the government” 
means the attorney general, an authorized assistant of the 
attorney general, a United States attorney and an author-
ized assistant of a United States attorney. The words 
“demurrer,” “motion to quash,” “plea in abatement,” 
“plea in bar,” and “special plea in bar,” or words to the 
same effect, in any act of Congress shall be construed 
to mean the motion raising a defense or objection pro-
vided in Rule 12.

Rule  55. Records .

The clerk of the district court and each United States 
commissioner shall keep such records in criminal pro-
ceedings as the Director of the Administrative Office of 
the United States Courts, with the approval of the 
Judicial Conference of the United States, may prescribe.

Rule  56. Courts  and  Clerks .

The court of appeals and the district court shall be 
deemed always open for the purpose of filing any proper 
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paper, of issuing and returning process and of making 
motions and orders. The clerk’s office with the clerk 
or a deputy in attendance shall be open during business 
hours on all days except Sundays and legal holidays.

Rule  57 (a).

(a) Rules  by  Dis trict  Courts  and  Courts  of  Ap-
peals . Rules made by district courts and courts of ap-
peals for the conduct of criminal proceedings shall not be 
inconsistent with these rules. Copies of all rules made 
by a district court or by a court of appeals shall upon 
their promulgation be furnished to the Administrative 
Office of the United States Courts. The clerk of each 
court shall make appropriate arrangements, subject to 
the approval of the Director of the Administrative Office 
of the United States Courts, to the end that all rules 
made as provided herein be published promptly and that 
copies of them be available to the public.
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