
RETIREMENT OF MR. JUSTICE HOLMES.
ORDER OF JANUARY 13,1932.

It is ordered by this Court that the accompanying 
correspondence between members of the Court and Mr. 
Justice Holmes, upon his retirement as an Associate 
Justice of the Court, be this day spread upon the record, 
and that it also be printed in the reports of the Court.

Suprem e  Court  of  the  Unite d  States ,
Washington, D. C., January 12, 1932.

Dear  Just ice  Holmes : We can not permit your long 
association in the work of the Court to end without ex-
pressing our keen sense of loss and our warm affection. 
Your judicial service of over forty-nine years—twenty 
years in the Supreme Judicial Court of Massachusetts 
and twenty-nine years upon this bench—has a unique 
distinction in uninterrupted effectiveness and excep-
tional quality. Your profound learning and philosophic 
outlook have found expression in opinions which have 
become classic, enriching the literature of the law as 
well as its substance. With a most conscientious exact-
ness in the performance of every duty, you have brought 
to our collaboration in difficult tasks a personal charm 
and a freedom and independence of spirit which have 
been a constant refreshment. While we are losing the 
privilege of daily companionship, the most precious mem-
ories of your unfailing kindliness and generous nature 
abide with us, and these memories will ever be one of 
the choicest traditions of the Court.
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Deeply regretting the necessity for your retirement, 
we trust that—relieved of the burden which had become 
too heavy—you may have a renewal of vigor and that 
you may find satisfaction in your abundant resources 
of intellectual enjoyment.

Affectionately yours,
Charl es  E. Hughes .
Willis  Van  Devan ter .
James  C. Mc Reynolds . 
Loui s D. Brande is . 
George  Sutherland . 
Pierce  Butle r .
Harlan  F. Stone .
Owen  J. Roberts .

Mr . Justice  Holmes .

Supreme  Court  of  the  Unite d  States , 
Washington, D. C., January 12, 1932.

My  Dear  Brethr en : You  must let me call you so 
once more. Your more than kind, your generous, letter 
touches me to the bottom of my heart. The long and 
intimate association with men who so command my re-
spect and admiration could not but fix my affection as 
well. For such little time as may be left for me I shall 
treasure it as adding gold to the sunset.

Affectionately yours,
O. W. Holmes .

The Chief  Justice  and  Ass ociate  Justi ces  
of  the  Suprem e Court  of  the  United  
State s  of  Amer ica .
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The letter of resignation and the President’s reply were as follows:

Supre me  Court  of  the  Unit ed  State s , 
Washington, D. C., January 12, 1932.

Mr . Pres ide nt : In accordance with the provision of the Judicial 
Code as amended Section 260, Title 28 United States Code 375, I 
tender my resignation as Justice of the Supreme Court of the United 
States of America. The condition of my health makes it a duty to 
break off connections that I cannot leave without deep regret after 
the affectionate relations of many years and the absorbing interests 
that have filled my life. But the time has come and I bow to the 
inevitable. I have nothing but kindness to remember from you and 
from my brethren. My last word should be one of grateful thanks.

With great respect, your obedient servant,
Olive r  Wende ll  Holm es .

Hon . He rbe rt  Hoover .

The  Whit e  House , 
Washington, January 12, 1932.

Hon . Olive r  Wende ll  Holm es ,
Supreme Court of the United States,

Washington, D. C.
My  Dear  Mr . Justi ce : I am in receipt of your letter of January 

12th tendering your resignation from the Supreme Court of the 
United States. I must, of course, accept it.

No appreciation I could express would even feebly represent the 
gratitude of the American people for your whole life of wonderful 
public service, from the time you were an officer in the Civil War 
to this day—near your ninety-first anniversary. I know of no Ameri-
can retiring from public service with such a sense of affection and 
devotion of the whole people.

Yours faithfully,
Her be rt  Hoov er .
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