
APPENDIX.

RICHARD T. MERRICK.

The  Bar  of  the  Sup reme  Court  of  th e  Unite d  States  met 
in the court-room, in the Capitol, Washington, on Monday, De-
cember 14, 1885, at 11 o’clock, a .m ., to pay respect to the mem-
ory of the late Richa rd  T. Merr ick .

On motion, Mr. George  F. Edmu nd s  was called to the chair, 
and Mr. James  H. Mc Kenn ey  was elected Secretary.

Mr. Edmunds , on taking the chair, addressed the meeting as 
follows:

Gent leme n , of  th e Bar  : We have met, as we often have 
done before, to go through the not perfunctory ceremony of pay-
ing our last sad tribute to the worth and memory of one of us 
whom we have so often heard with pleasure, and who has now 
gone to his reward. I have known Mr. Merri ck  ever since the 
somewhat long time that I have been connected with public af-
fairs in Washington. Although differing widely in our political 
associations and opinions, we were not the less firm friends, and I 
had for him a very high admiration. A man of learning, honor, 
industry, persistence, he was an ornament to the Bar and a great 
aid as a counsellor to the Court. All that we can do is to ex-
press our appreciation of his life and services, and our sorrow at 
his untimely departure.

On motion of Mr. J. Randol ph  Tucke r  the following gentle-
men were appointed by the Chair to constitute a Committee on 
Resolutions : Mr. J. Ran do lph  Tuck er , Mr. A. R. Lawt on , 
Mr. Robert  S. Gre en , Mr. John  W. Daniel , Mr. Will iam  A. 
Ma ttey , Mr. J. Hubl ey  Ash ton , Mr. A. Porte r  Mor se .

The committee thereupon retired, and, on returning, reported, 
through Mr. Tucke r , the following resolutions for adoption.
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The Bar of the Supreme Court of the United States have met 
to express their profound sense of the loss they have sustained 
in the death of the Hon. Rich ard  Thom as  Merr ick , and to bear 
their testimony to the public and private virtues which marked 
his distinguished career : Be it therefore

Resolved, That in the death of their departed brother they have 
been deprived of association with one who was a gifted and brill-
iant advocate, an able, laborious, and learned lawyer, and a con-
scientious and wise counsellor. His spotless character, his bold 
and fearless discharge of forensic duty, his devotion to his coun-
try and its free institutions, and his fidelity in all the other rela-
tions of life, have commanded public esteem and confidence, and 
deserve to be commemorated by the profession upon which he has 
shed the lustre of his pure and exalted name.
Resolved, That the sincere sympathies of this meeting are here-

by tendered to the orphan children and family of our deceased 
brother.
Resolved, That the chairman of this meeting is hereby re-

quested to send an engrossed copy of these resolutions to the 
family of the deceased, and that the Attorney-General be re-
quested to lay the proceedings of this meeting before the Supreme 
Court of the United States for such action as may be appropriate.

Mr. Tucke r  moved the adoption of the resolutions, and, after 
remarks by Mr. Tuck er , Mr. Tho mas  F. Baya rd , Mr. Geor ge  
Tickno r  Curt is , Mr. A. R. Lawt on , Mr. Attor ney -Gener al , 
and Mr. Z. B. Van ce , they were unanimously adopted.

On Friday, the 18th of December, 1885, upon the opening of 
Court, Mr. Attor ney -Gene ral  addressed the Court as follows :

May  it  pl eas e  the  Court  : At a meeting of the Bar of this 
Court held last Monday in this chamber, to give expression touch-
ing the death of our late distinguished brother, Richa rd  T. Mer -
ric k , suitable resolutions were adopted, and I, as Attorney-General, 
was requested to present them to this Court for such action as 
might be deemed proper for the Court to take. My own relations 
with the deceased, and his bright and honorable record in this 
Court, make the performance of this duty by me one of melan-
choly pleasure, and I now comply with that request.

Mr. Chie f -Jus tic e  Wait e thereupon directed that the resolu-
tions be placed on the files of the Court.


	APPENDIX.

		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-07-04T09:38:27-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




