
MEMORANDA.

The  Bar  of  the  Sup re me  Cou rt  of  th e Uni te d  Stat es  met in 
the court-room, in the Capitol, Washington, on Monday morning, October 
18, 1881, at 10^ o’clock, to pay respect to the memory of the late Mr . 
Just ice  Cli fford .

On Motion, Mr . Dav id  Dav is  was appointed Chairman, and Mr . 
James  H. Mc Kenn ey , Secretary.

Mr . Phi li p Phi lli ps  moved that a committee be appointed to draft 
resolutions expressive of the respect of the members of this bar for the 
memory of the deceased.

The chair appointed Mr . Phi li p Phi ll ips , Mr . Mon tg ome ry 'Bla ir , 
Mr . J. Hub le y  Ashto n , Mr . Wal te r  D. Dav id ge , Mr . S. W. Kel -
lo gg , Mr . Ric ha rd  T. Merr ic k , Mr . Tho mas  J. Dur an t , Mr . 
Alb er t  G. Rid dle , and Mr . Cha rl es  Case , the committee; who 
reported, through Mr . Phi ll ips , the following resolutions for adop-
tion : —

The members of the Bar and officers of the Supreme Court of the United 
States have come together to express their profound sorrow for the death of the 
venerable senior Justice of the Court, Nathan  Clif ford .

As a slight tribute to his memory they desire to place on some permanent 
record the expression of their admiration of his civic virtues, and their apprecia-
tion of the integrity and great ability with which for near a quarter of a cen-
tury he discharged the arduous duties of his high office. Therefore, —

Resolved, That they are duly penetrated by a sense of the calamity which 
they in common with the rest of the people of the United States have sustained 
in the death of the Honorable Nath an  Cliff ord ; and that they will ever cher-
ish his memory, which is endeared to them no less by many personal attractions 
and associations than by his eminent ability and wisdom.

Resolved, That the members of the Bar and officers of the Court will wear the 
usual badge of mourning during the term.

Resolved, That the Attorney-General be desired to present these proceedings 
to the Court with the request that they be entered on its minutes.

Resolved, That the same be published in the journals of the city, and that a 
copy thereof be forwarded to the family of the deceased, with the respectful 
assurance of the sympathy of this meeting.
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The resolutions were unanimously adopted, and the meeting, on motion 
of Mr . Mer ri ck , adjourned.

On October 24 Mr . Atto rn ey -Gene ra l  Mac Veag h  addressed the 
Court as follows: —

May it please your Honors: —
In obedience to the instructions with which I have been honored by the mem-

bers of the Bar, I desire to present the resolutions adopted by them in commem-
oration of the loss the Court and the Bar have alike sustained in the death of 
Mr . Justice  Cliffor d .

Jud ge  Cli ffo rd ’s entire career was eminently American. We live too 
near them to appreciate the true heroism of such lives, and we anticipate the 
familiar story before it is told. Born to honorable poverty, he succeeded in 
securing an education mainly by his own efforts, teaching school when he was 
not attending it. Then came the hard dry study of the law, broken also by the 
recurring need of teaching; and at last he stands on the threshold of the new 
life, well equipped for its struggles and resolute to win its prizes. In May, 
1827, he was admitted to practise law, by the Supreme Court of New Hamp-
shire ; and in July, 1881, he died senior Justice of the Supreme Court of the 
United States.

The long interval was filled with as varied, as useful, and as honorable ex-
periences as man’s heart could desire; for he was permitted to enrich by his 
industry, to adorn with his learning, and to honor by his integrity each of the 
three great departments of the Government. He was for several years a mem-
ber and more than once Speaker of the House of Representatives of his adopted 
State of Maine, where he won golden opinions, even from his political opponents, 
by his ability, his fairness, and his courtesy. He was a member of Congress for 
four years, and the record of its discussions attests his eminent fitness to deal 
with grave questions of political debate. He was Attorney-General of Maine, 
when his duties included the prosecution of all crimes against the State, and he 
was Attorney-General of the United States. He was commissioner to negotiate 
a treaty of peace with Mexico, and afterwards Envoy Extraordinary and Min-
ister Plenipotentiary to that country. He had subsequently been engaged for 
several years in the active practice of his profession when he was called to a 
seat upon this Bench.

It may no longer be necessary for good judges to amplify their jurisdiction; 
but it is certainly desirable that your Honors should not fail to recognize the 
vastness and the dignity of your authority. Since men have lived together in 
civil society, they have committed to their fellows no nobler functions than those 
committed to this Court,—to construe constitutions and statutes, to determine 
weighty and far-reaching controversies, to declare the law to thirty-bight great 
States and to fifty millions of intelligent freemen. No happier fortune could 
therefore be wished for any good man and good lawyer than that which befell 
Mr . Justice  Cliffor d , to be permitted, after more than thirty years passed 
in the strifes of the bar and the forum, to share for more than twenty years with 
most honorable distinction the arduous labors, the grave responsibilities, and 
the lofty privileges of this august tribunal. The end crowns the work. It only 
remains for me to ask that the resolutions I present shall be entered upon the 
minutes of the court.

After the reading of the resolutions, Mr . Chie f  Just ice  Wai te  said: —
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We are glad to receive from the Bar this expression of their high regard for 
our deceased brother. The records of the Court contain abundant evidence of 
the truth of the most that has been said of him. His opinions are to be found 
in forty-two volumes of our reports, and every one was unmistakably the result 
of his honest convictions and patient investigations. Very many of them have 
received, as they deserved, marked attention; none more so, perhaps, than his 
first, which was delivered in Goodman v. Simonds, a case that was argued in 
1858, only a few days after he took his seat on the Bench. He was never dis-
loyal to the high position he occupied, and never unmindful of the oath he had 
taken to “administer justice without regard to persons, and to do equal right 
to the rich and to the poor.” From the beginning to the end of his long judicial 
career he was an upright, conscientious, and painstaking judge. No labor was 
too great for him if his duty required it, and his delight was to search diligently 
for the right, and when found declare it.

It would be difficult to overestimate his loss. He was the last of the connect-
ing links between the long past of the Court and the present. His knowledge 
of what had been done, whether shown by the records or tradition, was exten-
sive and accurate. He was always ready, in consultation or elsewhere, to give 
his brethren the full benefit of what he knew, and nothing grieved him more 
than to feel that what had once been deliberately done was to be undone. The 
Court and the Bar have abundant reason to regret that his usefulness has be-
come a thing of the past. He died full of years and full of honors.

I may, perhaps, be permitted here a word for myself. When I came to the 
place I now occupy he was the Senior Associate. For months he had presided 
over the deliberations of the Court with all the dignity and ability which were 
due to the position. We were strangers to each other. He had never seen me 
to know me before; but time will never efface from my memory his cordial and 
affectionate greeting. He was a man of kindly nature, and was never con-
sciously guilty of a wrong.

The resolutions of the Bar and the remarks of the Attorney-General in pre-
senting them will be entered on our records, and we will now adjourn out of 
respect to the memory of him that is gone.
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