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MEMORANDUM OPINION AND ORDER 

Lewis, District Judge 

 THIS MATTER comes before the Court on the parties’ “Stipulation of Partial Stay Pending 

Resolution of Plaintiff’s Motion to Remand” (“Stipulation”) filed in McNamara v. Hess Corporation, 

et al., Civil Action No. 2020-0060, Dkt. No. 102.  

 In their Stipulation, the parties provided notice to the Court of their agreement that McNamara 

would serve as the lead action for 32 similar actions—including this action—which present the issue 

of whether Hess Oil New York Corp. (“HONYC”) was collusively joined, thereby depriving this 

Court of subject matter jurisdiction. Id. The parties also requested that the Court stay discovery, with 

two exceptions, in McNamara and the other actions until a ruling is issued on Plaintiff’s Motion to 

Remand in McNamara, in which the collusive joinder issue is raised. Id. The Magistrate Judge 

accepted the parties’ Stipulation. Id., Dkt. No. 103. 

 The Court has now ruled on the Motion to Remand in McNamara, finding that the Court lacks 

subject matter jurisdiction because HONYC was collusively joined. Id., Dkt. Nos. 122, 123. The 

Court finds that this action presents analogous facts and circumstances to those in McNamara. 

Accordingly, for same reasons discussed in McNamara, the Court finds that it lacks subject matter 

jurisdiction in the instant action and will remand this matter to the Superior Court of the Virgin 

Islands.  

 UPON CONSIDERATION of the foregoing, and for the reasons set forth in the Court’s 

Memorandum Opinion entered in McNamara v. Hess Corporation, et al., Civil Action No. 2020-

0060 (D.V.I. December 12, 2022) (Dkt. No. 123), it is hereby  

 ORDERED that the Clerk of Court is directed to REMAND the above-captioned matter to 

the Superior Court of the Virgin Islands; and it is further 
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 ORDERED that the Clerk of Court is directed to mark this case CLOSED. 

 SO ORDERED. 

Date:  December 12, 2022    ________/s/_________ 

       WILMA A. LEWIS 

       District Judge 
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