
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF PENNSYLVANIA 

EDWARD SMITH, 

Plaintiff, 

v. 

TROOPER JOHN STEPANSKI, 

Defendant. 

ORDER 

CIVIL ACTION 
NO. 22-4739 

AND NOW, this 21st day of November, 2023, upon consideration of several filings and 

representations made by counsel at two conferences,' it is hereby ordered that Defendant's 

Motion for Judgment on the Pleadings (ECF No. 18) is GRANTED in part and DENIED in 

part. 

It is FURTHER ORDERED as follows: 

1. The motion is GRANTED as to all claims except for the malicious prosecution

claim under 42 U.S.C. § 1983: Count I's claims of false detention, false arrest, and false 

imprisonment under§ 1983 are DISMISSED WITH PREJUDICE because they are untimely.2

The court has considered the Complaint (ECF No. 1), the Amended Answer (ECF No. 
10), the Defendant's Motion for Judgment on the Pleadings (MJOP) (ECF No. 18), the Plaintiffs 
Response to the MJOP (Response) (ECF No. 19), the Defendant's Reply in support of the MJOP 
(Reply) (ECF No. 20), and any documents attached to those filings. The court has also 
considered representations made by counsel at the initial pretrial conference held on April 12, 
2023, and the status conference held on November 6, 2023. 

2 There is a two-year statute oflimitations for each of the claims that Mr. Smith has 
brought under§ 1983. See Pearson v. Sec'y Dep 't of Corr., 775 F.3d 598, 602 (3d Cir. 2015) 
( explaining that § 1983 claims are governed by the statute of limitations for personal injury tort 
claims in the state in which the§ 1983 claim arises, and that Pennsylvania's relevant statute of 
limitations, 42 Pa.C.S. § 5524, sets a two-year statute oflimitations for most personal injury 
torts). The statute of limitations period for wrongful arrest, false detention, and false 
imprisonment begins on the date of the plaintiffs arrest and initial detention without process. See 
Weston v. City of Phila., No. 17-cv-2432, 2017 WL 3722435, at *3 (E.D. Pa. Aug. 29, 2017). 
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