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CASE
TITLE

Rojas vs. Town of Cicero, et al.

DOCKET ENTRY TEXT

Court provides to counsel the court’s instructions on the voir dire process to be followed at the trial. 
Each side will have three peremptory challenges as allowed by 28 U.S. C. 1870.  Eight jurors will be selected
to serve on the jury.

O[ For further details see text below.] Docketing to mail notices.

STATEMENT

The court will be using its standard jury selection process that the court has traditionally used in civil
cases which is as follows:

The venire will be seated in the public area (north side) benches at 9:00 a.m.  Counsel and the
court will be provided copies of the “Judge’s List” containing identifying information about
each prospective juror listed in the random order in which the prospective jurors will be called
into the jury box.

The court then will ask the venire questions designed to elicit bases that may be disqualifying
using in part the parties’ submitted questions.  The court will excuse those prospective jurors
demonstrating a basis for disqualification.

After that, fourteen prospective jurors will be called into the jury box in the order in which
their names are listed on the Judge’s List.  Each of the prospective jurors will then be asked to
stand and give information about themselves in response to the questions set out on the Juror
Biographical Questions sheet filed with this order.

After each of the prospective jurors in the jury box have spoken, using the Juror Biographical
Questions, and answered the court’s follow-up questions, counsel will have ten minutes per
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STATEMENT

side to question the prospective jurors in the jury box.  Counsel are admonished not to argue the
case through their questions, not to attempt to indoctrinate the prospective jurors as to counsel’s
theory of the facts, and not to seek to elicit commitments from the prospective jurors as to their
potential decision in the case.

 After each side’s counsel has questioned the prospective jurors for their allotted ten minutes,
counsel will have five minutes to confer with their respective clients and co-counsel at counsel
table and to submit to the court in writing, preferably on the Judge’s List, their three peremptory
challenges.

The court will notify counsel at a sidebar, outside the prospective jurors’ presence, which
prospective jurors were challenged peremptorily and the names of the people chosen to be on the
jury.

If counsel wish to exercise any challenges for cause, that is to be done by counsel requesting a
sidebar, and by quietly voicing their challenges for cause and any responses thereto outside the
prospective jurors’ presence prior to the exercise of peremptory challenges.
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