Case 1:25-cv-00098-WLS Document 31  Filed 12/23/25 Page 1 of 12

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE MIDDLE DISTRICT OF GEORGIA

ALBANY DIVISION
BARBARA WILBON, )
)
Plaintiff, )
)
V. )
: ) CIVIL ACTION NO.;
SUNBELT MODULAR, INC.; )} 1:25-cv-00098-WLS

. )
SOUTHEAST MODULAR MFQG., )
ELLAVILLE d/b/a PROMOD )
MANUFACTURING )

| )

- Defendants. ) -
o )

STIPULATEb PROTECTIVE ORDER

The parties to this Stipulated Protective Order have agreed to the terms of this
Order; accordingly, it is ORDERED:

1. Scope. All documents produced in the course of discovery, including initial
disclosurés, all responses to dis_covexy 1'equels_t.s_‘,' all deposition testimony and -
exhibit_é, o'the.r materials which m'a_y'_ be éﬁbjggt to 1f¢$§1‘i¢tions on disclo.sul“qwfor_g_ood . -
causeand _inform.ation_ de_ri'_v.f.a:_d dllectly _-_.thc_a_rzafrc_).m' | (hereillé__f_fern coilectlvely '.
“dodﬁméntﬁ”), shall be subject to this Oldel éoﬁcmﬁing confidential infofmatioﬁ..a.s |
set forth below. As there is a prgéumption in favor of open and public judicial
proceedings in the federal courts, this Order shall be strictly construed in favor of

public disclosure and open proceedings wherever possible. The Order is also subject
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to the Local Rules of this District and the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure on matters
of procedure and calculation of time periods.

2. Form and Timing of Designatihn. A party may designate documents as
confidential and restricted i disclosure under this Order by placing or affixing the
words “CONFIDENTIAL” or on the document in a manner that will not interfere
with the legibility of the document and that will permit complete removal of the
CONFIDENTIAL designation, Ddcuments shall be designated CONFIDENTIAL

prior to or at the time of the produc.tion or disclosure of the docu‘ments. When

electmmcally stored 1nf01mat10n is p1 oduced which cannot 1tseif be 1na1ked w1th the -

de&gnahon CONFIDENTIAL the physmal medla on whlch such electlomcally{
stored information is produced shall be marked with the applicable designation. The
party receiving such electronically stored information shall then be responsible for
labeling any copies that it creates thereof, whether elet:tronic ot paper, with the
apphcable demgnatmn By written stlpulation the partles may aglee tempmanly to

de&gnate ougmal documents that are p1oduced for 1nspect10n CONFIDENTIAL __

even though the o 1g1nal documems bemg ploduced have not themselves been so" o

labeled All mformatmn leamed in the course of such an 111Spect1on shall be plotected |
in accordance with the 'stipulated designation. The copies of documents that are
selected for copying during such an inspection shall be marked CONFIDENTIAL,

as required under this Order and thereafter the copies shall be subject to protection
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under this Order in accordance with their designation. The designation
CONFIDENTIAL does not mean that the document has any status or protection by
statute or otherwise except to the extent and for the purposes of this Order.

3. Subject Matter That May Be Designated

(a) Documents That May be Designated CONFIDENTIAL. As used in this
Order, “Confidential Information” means information designated a
“CONFIDENTIAL” by the producing party that falls within one or more of the
following categories:_ (a) information prohibited from --di'sclos_ure by statute; (b)
infor;hgt'mn tha{ _:r.é.vegllsl tra_c_lé- _éecrets; (c)_ reseai_*_éﬁ, : ;éghﬁi‘cal., -¢0.11.1111¢1‘cid1 or )
financial .inforn.aeition“ t.hza.t'..th.e ‘party has 111ainté1’inéd .as' .c.(l)n_ﬁdential'; .'(d)' mé.d.ic”al
information concerning any individual; (e) p_ei‘sonal identifying information; (f)
income tax returns (including attached schédules and forms), W-2 forms and 1099
formé; (g) personnel or empioynient records of a person who is not a party to the
case. Information or documents that are available to the public may not be designated
as Conﬁ.déﬁtiél._In_fofma’t.io.:ﬁ. All i’arties agrée tha‘;_ ‘.cf_le.dl_f.:signaﬁéﬁ o.f _ma_tgri_al a.l.s
cqnﬁdeﬁ_t.'i,.al -shaill.beiﬁadé_by a ..I'_'Jai:_t).! only after a béﬂé ﬁc_l'_.e._ .de_tél-ﬁﬁ_n'ati.pn that _jth_e L
material i_s,_ in. _féf; a __ tfade- ,.,s.écfet._- or other ""co.nﬁdc.:nti_alg '_pl‘ivilégé_d,_- c(ﬁﬁnnéréiél_',
personal identifying,' or otherwise non-public information.

4, DepositiOns. Deposition testimony is bro’tected by this Order if, (1) such

designation is made on the record during the deposition; or (2) within fifteen (15)
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days of the receipt of the transcript, a designating party provides notice, in writing,
to all parties identifying the specific portions of the transcript that are designated
CONFIDENTIAL, and that designation is still subject to the same challenge process
provided herein.

5. Protection of Confidential Material.

(a) General Protections, Documents designated CONFIDENTIAL
under this Order shall not be used or disclosed by the parties, counsel for the
parties or-any other persons identified in 1[ 5(b) for any purpose whatsoever
.:cather than to prepare for and to collidlic;t__c-liscoyelf.y__ and: tria.l in this a.cti'on:;.
iiicludix‘;g any appeal thereof. | N

(b) Limited Third-Party Disclosures. The parties and counsel for the
parties shall not disclose or permit the disclosure of any CONFIDENTIAL
documents to any third person or entify except as set forth in subparagraphs
(1)-(6) of this subparagraph (b). Subject to these requirements, the following
céteg_ories of persons may be ailoﬁf.e::(li..to___ ré_:_vie.ﬁr- d;)éu_ﬁlénté that have be_eﬁ.

_. '_ :designaied _CONF IDENTIAL: |
(1) Counsel. Counse_i.'_:fd_i‘ t'h.é pai‘ﬁé;_é'ﬁﬁd éinployees and ége’ﬁt’s -
of counsel who have 1‘esp0ﬁsibility.f0r the 'preparation and trial of the

action;

(2) Parties. Parties and employees of a party to this Order,
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(3) Court Reporters and Recorders. Court reporters and
recorders engaged for depositions;

(4) Consultants, Investigators and Experts. Consultants,
investigators, or experts (hereinafter referred to collectively as
“experts”) employed by the parties or counsel for the parties to assist in
the preparation and trial of this action or proceeding, but only after such
persons have completed the certification contained in “Attachment A”,
Acknowledgment of Unde‘rsta-nding and Agreement to Be Bound;

(5) Fact witnés:s"e's, \ifllén.q01_1ﬁdeﬁtial information- s _disél@sed -
during the course of a :dép';)siﬁon';jr at any litigation pl'ol'(:ée.c'ii._ng in this
case; and

(6) Others by Consent. Other persons only by written consent
of the producing party or upon order of the Court and on such
conditions as may be agreed or ordered. All such persons shall execute
the certification confaiﬁ_ed m _‘fAftaphment A”,. Aélmoﬁlédgment_ of

- Understanding and Ag'xfe_ciﬁ'eﬁt_' to B_e.B_Ound, and ,pl'o_\/id'ca:'_@py '.Qf
same to the proddciﬁg _'pe-ii't'-y_' and Perhﬁfthe pt'Oduéi‘:lg' pé;@ itdl-o.bj.e_é:t' |
within five (5) business days before disclosing CONFIDENTIAL
material to such person. If the parties cannot resolve a dispute, the

producing party bears the burden to seek protection from the Coutt.
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Until the dispute is resolved, no CONFIDENTIAL material shall be

disclosed to such person.

(¢) Control of Documents. Counsel for the parties shall take
reasonable and appropriate measures to prevent unauthorized disclosure of
documents designated as CONFIDENTIAL pursuant to the terms of this
Order, Counsel shall maintain the originals of the forms signed by persons
acknowledging their obligations under this Order for a period of one (1) year
after dismissal of the action, th(;’ entry of final judgment and_/or_the conclusion -
of any appea'}é':a_r.i'.si_.n_g_'t.lfl-erefr.dﬂlsn..__ S

(d) 'C(;pies'..'Pfi.or.t.o prddhctidn to another }Sal“ty, aii éop’ie’s', jeléctr:onié.
images, d.uplicatés, extracts, summaries or descriptions (hereinafter refetred
to collectively as “copies”) of documents designated as CONFIDENTIAL
undet this Order, or any individual portion of such a document, shall. be
afﬁxed w1th the demgnatlon “CONFIDENTIAL” if the word does not alr eady

appeaz on the copy. All such “copies shaH theleaftel be entltled to ‘the | |

prote_ctmn. of _thls .;O.rder._:Th_e term. ¢ C.OpiCS shall not 111c1ude mdlces, o

clectronic databases or lists of documents prov1ded- _-thes]e 11i‘d1c,e_s, elect‘romc
databases ot lists do not contain substantial port'ions or images of the text of
confidential documents or otherwise disclose the substance of the confidential

information contained in those documents.
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(e) Inadvertent Production. Inadvertent production of any document
or information without a designation of CONFIDENTIAL shall be returned
immediately after it becomes known to the receiving party that the documeﬁt
was inadvertently produced based upon how the document appears on its face
or upon notice of the inadvertent production within fifteen (15) days of such
production. In all other circumstances, Fed. R. Civ. P. 26(b)(5)(B) and Fed.
R. Evid. 502 s_hall apply.

6. Fi}ing-of CON FI‘DENTIAL Documents Un__der Se_al.'This Order does 110t,. .
standing 'é;lqﬁe, _atith:blj'i_ze thg:-. ﬁling_of any doculn:é.:;a_t;ulladé;f .séai Any p'__afcy- wishing |
to file a d.ocumén.t‘: de.signa.fed as CONFIDENT.IAL' in.'éoﬁ.ﬁebti.o_n with a mot.ion,"
brief or other submission to the Court must comply with Local Rule 5.4.

7. Challenges by a Party to Designation as‘ Confidential, Any designation
of CONFIDENTIAL is subject to challenge by any party or non-party with standing
to object (hel eafter “par ty ). Before filing in Court any motions or 0bj60thllS to a
conﬁdentlahty demgnatlon the objecting party shall havé an 0b11gat10n to meet and
confer in a’_ go,p’_d .faith :effol“t_ to resolve the obj e:ct_lo,n' by,'agrecnlént; If ‘ag”rﬁﬁment is
_reached conﬁmnng or '. {zv'a.iVin.g ‘the d.es_ignat_ion.j of:.CONF'I'.Ii_.ENTIAL' as to 'ei_ny .
documents subject to the objection, the designating party shali serve on all pai‘ties a
notice specifying the documents and the nature of the agreement.

8. Action by the Court. Applications to the Court for an order relating to any
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documents designated CONFIDENTIAL shall be by motion under Local Rule 7.1
and any other procedures set forth in the presiding judge’s standing orders or other
relevant orders. Nothing in this Order or any action or agreement of a party under
this Order limits the Court’s power to make any orders that may be appropriate with
respect to the use and disclosure of any documents produced or used in discovery or
at trial,

9. Use of Confidential Documents or Information at Trial. All trials are
open to the public. Absent order of the Court, there will be no restrictions on the use
of any_do.cumen't. that may be introduced.. by-ai_iy palty dp}fiil_g the trial: If a p‘arty.
intends to present at trial CONFIDENTIAL' d.o.c.u.m'éﬁts'. 01'. illfbl;lllatiozl deri?é‘d
therefrbm, such party shall provide advance notice to the other party at least five (5)
days before the commencement of trial or by the deadline set by the pretrial order or
any other order of the Court, by identifying the documénts or information at issue és
specifically as possible (i.e., by Bates number, page range, deposition tran‘scri-pt.
lines, eté.) without divulging the actﬁ_al _. CONFIDENTIAL décuinent_s _or. | |
infdrma_t'idn;. T_h,e Court may thereafter is.su'e__\'ai)}_r:_ .or__cl_ér.'néc_:_css.alytq g.'oyei'.n the use | o
of sﬁch'ddcmhénts or information at trial, - e | |

10. Obligations on Conclusion of Liti.gation.. -

(a) Order Remains in Effect. Unless otherwise agreed or ordered, this

Order shall remain in force after dismissal or entry of final judgment not
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subject to further appeal.

(b) Return of CONFIDENTIAL Documents. Within thirty days after
dismissal or entry of final judgment not subject to further appeal, all
documents treated as CONFIDENTIAL under this Order, including copies as
defined in 9 5(d), shall be returned to the producing party unless: (1) the
document has been offered into evidence or filed without restriction as to
disclosure; (2) the parties agree to destruction in lieu of return; or (3).a_s to
documents bearing the notations, smnmations, or other mental iinpressions-of
- the 1ece1vmg party, that pal ty elects to des‘u oy the documents and celtlﬁes to
the producing party that it has done so. Notw1thstandm.g. the above
requirements to return or destroy documents, counsel may retain attorney
work product, including an index which refers or relates to informatién
designated CONFIDENTIAL, so long as that work product does not duplicate
verbatun substantial pomons of the text or nnages of confidential documents.
This work product shall contmue to be CONF IDENTIAL undel th1s Order.
.An attomey may use. hls of hel w011< ploduct m a subsequent 11t1gat10n "
| prov_ided that its use does n'Ot di‘sclose_ or us'e _CONFI_DENT IAL_ do’cﬂme_nts. .

(c) Return of Docu:ﬁents Filed under Seal. After dismis.sal:'or eﬁtry
of final judgment not subject to further appeal, the Clerk méy elect to return

to counsel for the parties or, after notice, destroy documents filed or offered
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at trial under seal or otherwise restricted by the Court as to disclosure.

11, Order Subject to Modification. This Order shail be subject to
modification by the Court on its own motion or on motion of a party or any other
person with standing concerning the subject matter. Motions to modify this Order
shall be served and filed under Local Rule 7.1 and the presiding judge’s standing
orders or other relevant orders.

12. No Prior Judicial Determination. This Order is entered based on the
representations _and'-_agrcamcnts of fhe parties and fof the purpose of facilitating--
d-iséov_e_ry. Notlli_llg-hei’eill éhﬁll'bé ..(‘f'j(Jl.lsi_;.l'il.ed_Ql' presenté_td afs_’:a. judiéi_ﬂl :deteriiiiliatiqn -
that any do'cumen‘tér.or i..11f()-1".ﬁ1'£.1.t..i611 d.ésigliated C.ONFIDENTHIAL l.Jy'éoulis:él ot the
parties is subject to protéction under Rule 26(c) of the Federal Rules of Civil
Procedure or otherwise until such time as the Court may rule on a specific document
or issue. |

13. Perso'ns' Bound. T_his Order shall take effect when entered and shall be
binding upon all counsel and their law ﬁrms, the partles .and pel Sons made Stlbject_
to this Oldel by its. tenns '. o | |

ITIS S0.0_RDERED.- '

Dated: /i/iij?ﬁlﬁ /(//QW\ ALt
- W. LOUIS SANDS "SR, JUDGE
United States District Court

-10 -
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ATTACHMENT A

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE MIDDLE DISTRICT OF GEORGIA

ALBANY DIVISION
BARBARA WILBON, )
)
Plaintiff, )
)
V. )
) CIV_IL ACTION NO.:
SUNBELT MODULAR, INC.; ) 1:25-cv-00098-WLS
)
SOUTHEAST MODULAR MFG )
ELLAVILLE d/b/a PROMOD )
MANUFACTURING ' - ‘ ) |
)
Defendants. )
)

ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF UNDERSTANDING
AND AGREEMENT TO BE BOUND

The undersigned hereby acknowledges that he/she has read the Protective
Order dated 2025, in the above-capti:oned action and attached hereto, -
undelstands tle telms thel eof and agr ees 1o be bound bylts terms The undexslgned .
subm1ts to the jUI’ISdlCtlon of the Umted States Dlstuct Coult f(n the Mlddle DIStrlct'
of Ge0rg1a in matters relating to the Protective Order and understands that the terms-
of the Protective Order = obligate him/her to use documents designated
CONFIDEN.TIAL in accordance with the Order solely for the purposes of the above-

captioned action, and not to disclose any such documents or information derived

-11 -
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directly therefrom to any other person, firm or concern.
The undersigned acknowledges that violation of the Protective Order may
result in penalties for contempt of court.

Name:

Job Title:

Employer:

Business Address:

Date;

“ Signature |

~12 -
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