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regulations for the qualification and registration of electors and
candidates, notice requirements, and voting procedures. In
addition, the ordinance provided for the establishment of an
Election Board to carry out the provisions of the ordinance, and a
Review Board to hear election protests, review petitions against
election procedure, and serve as final arbiter of Election Board
appeals. In Resolution 85-2, the General Council ratified the
action taken at an earlier council meeting in which the Election
Board was appointed and requested the local office of the BIA to
provide technical and financial assistance for the registration of
voters. At the close of this meeting, a representative of the BIA
indicated that the actions taken by the council at this meeting
would be recognized by the BIA.

In response to the tribe's request for election assistance,
the BIA determined that it would be unable to provide a direct
grant of funds to the tribe because the BIA had not resolved
problems with the tribe over payment of previous grants under the
Indian Self-Determination Act, 25 U.S.C. § 450(h)(1982 & Supp. IV
1986). Instead, the BIA decided to pay the salaries of the
tribally appointed Election Board and provided the board with
equipment and facilities out of which to operate. The BIA took no
other action with respect to payments to or supervision of the
Election Board.

The election was scheduled for July 6, 1985. In June, 1985,
appellant Milam, then Principal Chief of the tribe, received
reports from several tribal members of constitutional violations
in the election process. When one member brought these violations
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This court has 1long recognized that internal Indian tribal
disputes are matters for resolution by the tribe under the
principle of tribal self-determination and are not within the
jurisdiction of the federal courts or of the federal government

agencies. See Wheeler v. Swimmer, 835 F.2d 259, 261 (10th Cir.

1987); Wheeler v. United States Dep't of Interior, Bureau of

Indian Affairs, 811 F.2d 549 (10th Cir. 1987); McCurdy v. Steele,

506 F.2d 653, 656 (10th Cir. 1974); Groundhog v. Keeler, 442 F.2d

674, 679 (10th Cir. 1971); Motah v. United States, 402 F.24 1, 2

(10th Cir. 1968); Prairie Band of Pottawatomie Tribe of 1Indians

v. Udall, 355 F.2d 364, 367 (10th Cir.), cert. denied, 385 U.S.

831 (1966); Martinez v. Southern Ute Tribe of §S. Ute Reservation,

249 F.2d 0915, 917 (10th Cir. 1957), cert. denied, 356 U.S. 960

(1958). Other jurisdictions have similarly recognized this

principle. Goodface v. Grassrope, 708 F.2d 335, 338 (8th Cir.

1983); Shortbull v. Looking Elk, 677 F.2d 645, 650 (8th Cir.),

cert. denied, 459 U.S. 907 (1982); Harjo v. Kleppe, 420 F. Supp.

1110, 1117 (Db.D.C. 1976), aff'd sub nom., Harjo v. Andrus, 581

F.2d 949 (D.C. Cir. 1978); United States v. Pawn~a Businecs

Council of the Pawnee Indian Tribe of Okla., 382 F. Supp. 54, 58

(N.D. Okla. 1974).
Tribal resolution of internal political disputes, and
particularly those involving tribal elections, is central to the

tribe's ability to govern itself. McCurdy v. Steele, 506 F.2d at

656. Federal interference in such elections is warranted only in
very limited circumstances, such & when the election is a
referendum on a new form of tribal government. ¢2=, = 4., Mo~~is
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