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EFFECTIVE DATE; APPLICABILITY

Section effective 30 days after Dec. 28, 2012, see sec-
tion 5(a) of Pub. L. 112-230, set out as an Effective Date
of 2012 Amendment note under section 1501 of this title.

Pub. L. 112-230, §5(b), Dec. 28, 2012, 126 Stat. 1617, pro-
vided that:

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in paragraph (2),
the amendment made by section 4 [enacting this sec-
tion and repealing former section 7326 of this title]
shall apply with respect to any violation occurring be-
fore, on, or after the effective date of this Act [see
above].

‘(2) EXCEPTION.—The amendment made by section 4
shall not apply with respect to an alleged violation if,
before the effective date of this Act—

““(A) the Special Counsel has presented a complaint

for disciplinary action, under section 1215 of title 5,

United States Code, with respect to the alleged viola-

tion; or

‘“(B) the employee alleged to have committed the
violation has entered into a signed settlement agree-
ment with the Special Counsel with respect to the al-
leged violation.”

SUBCHAPTER IV—FOREIGN GIFTS AND
DECORATIONS

Editorial Notes

AMENDMENTS

1967—Pub. L. 90-83, §1(45)(A), Sept. 11, 1967, 81 Stat.
208, substituted “FOREIGN GIFTS AND DECORA-
TIONS” for “FOREIGN DECORATIONS” in subchapter
heading.

[§7341. Repealed. Pub. L. 90-83, §1(45)(B), Sept.
11, 1967, 81 Stat. 208]

Section, Pub. L. 89-554, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 526, re-
lated to receipt and display of foreign decorations. See
section 7342 of this title.

§7342. Receipt and disposition of foreign gifts
and decorations

(a) For the purpose of this section—
(1) “employee’” means—

(A) an employee as defined by section 2105
of this title and an officer or employee of the
United States Postal Service or of the Post-
al Regulatory Commission;

(B) an expert or consultant who is under
contract under section 3109 of this title with
the United States or any agency, depart-
ment, or establishment thereof, including, in
the case of an organization performing serv-
ices under such section, any individual in-
volved in the performance of such services;

(C) an individual employed by, or occu-
pying an office or position in, the govern-
ment of a territory or possession of the
United States or the government of the Dis-
trict of Columbia;

(D) a member of a uniformed service;

(BE) the President and the Vice President;

(F) a Member of Congress as defined by
section 2106 of this title (except the Vice
President) and any Delegate to the Congress;
and

(G) the spouse of an individual described in
subparagraphs (A) through (F) (unless such
individual and his or her spouse are sepa-
rated) or a dependent (within the meaning of
section 152 of the Internal Revenue Code of
1986) of such an individual, other than a

TITLE 5—GOVERNMENT ORGANIZATION AND EMPLOYEES

§7342

spouse or dependent who is an employee
under subparagraphs (A) through (F);

(2) ““foreign government’ means—

(A) any unit of foreign governmental au-
thority, including any foreign national,
State, local, and municipal government;

(B) any international or multinational or-
ganization whose membership is composed of
any unit of foreign government described in
subparagraph (A); and

(C) any agent or representative of any such
unit or such organization, while acting as
such;

(3) ‘“‘gift” means a tangible or intangible
present (other than a decoration) tendered by,
or received from, a foreign government;

(4) ‘‘decoration’” means an order, device,
medal, badge, insignia, emblem, or award ten-
dered by, or received from, a foreign govern-
ment;

(5) “minimal value’ means a retail value in
the United States at the time of acceptance of
$100 or less, except that—

(A) on January 1, 1981, and at 3 year inter-
vals thereafter, ‘“‘minimal value’’ shall be re-
defined in regulations prescribed by the Ad-
ministrator of General Services, in consulta-
tion with the Secretary of State, to reflect
changes in the consumer price index for the
immediately preceding 3-year period; and

(B) regulations of an employing agency
may define ‘“‘minimal value’’ for its employ-
ees to be less than the value established
under this paragraph; and

(6) “‘employing agency’’ means—

(A) the Committee on Standards of Official
Conduct of the House of Representatives, for
Members and employees of the House of Rep-
resentatives, except that those responsibil-
ities specified in subsections (¢)(2)(A), (e)(1),
and (2)(2)(B) shall be carried out by the
Clerk of the House;

(B) the Select Committee on Ethics of the
Senate, for Senators and employees of the
Senate, except that those responsibilities
(other than responsibilities involving ap-
proval of the employing agency) specified in
subsections (¢)(2), (d), and (g)(2)(B) shall be
carried out by the Secretary of the Senate;

(C) the Administrative Office of the United
States Courts, for judges and judicial branch
employees; and

(D) the department, agency, office, or
other entity in which an employee is em-
ployed, for other legislative branch employ-
ees and for all executive branch employees.

(b) An employee may not—

(1) request or otherwise encourage the ten-
der of a gift or decoration; or

(2) accept a gift or decoration, other than in
accordance with the provisions of subsections
(c) and (d).

(c)(1) The Congress consents to—

(A) the accepting and retaining by an em-
ployee of a gift of minimal value tendered and
received as a souvenir or mark of courtesy;
and

(B) the accepting by an employee of a gift of
more than minimal value when such gift is in
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