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pay and all other purposes, be classified at a 
grade, level, or rank designation, as the case 
may be, at or above those of a majority of the 
senior level executives of that designated Fed-
eral entity (such as a General Counsel, Chief In-
formation Officer, Chief Financial Officer, Chief 
Human Capital Officer, or Chief Acquisition Of-
ficer). The pay of an Inspector General of a des-
ignated Federal entity (as those terms are de-
fined under section 415(a) of this title) shall be 
not less than the average total compensation 
(including bonuses) of the senior level execu-
tives of that designated Federal entity cal-
culated on an annual basis. 

(c) SAVINGS PROVISION FOR NEWLY APPOINTED 
INSPECTORS GENERAL.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The provisions of section 
3392 of this title, other than the terms ‘‘per-
formance awards’’ and ‘‘awarding of ranks’’ in 
subsection (c)(1) of that section, shall apply to 
career appointees of the Senior Executive 
Service who are appointed to the position of 
Inspector General. 

(2) NONREDUCTION IN PAY.—Notwithstanding 
any other provision of law, career Federal em-
ployees serving on an appointment made pur-
suant to statutory authority found other than 
in section 3392 of this title shall not suffer a 
reduction in pay, not including any bonus or 
performance award, as a result of being ap-
pointed to the position of Inspector General. 

(Pub. L. 117–286, § 3(b), Dec. 27, 2022, 136 Stat. 
4255.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

423(a) ......... 5 U.S.C. App. (IGA 
§ 3) note 

Pub. L. 110–409, § 4(a)(3), Oct. 
14, 2008, 122 Stat. 4303; 
Pub. L. 111–259, title IV, 
§ 405(b), Oct. 7, 2010, 124 
Stat. 2719. 

423(b) ......... 5 U.S.C. App. (IGA 
§ 3) note 

Pub. L. 110–409, § 4(b)(1), Oct. 
14, 2008, 122 Stat. 4303. 

423(c) ......... 5 U.S.C. App. (IGA 
§ 3) note 

Pub. L. 110–409, § 4(c), Oct. 
14, 2008, 122 Stat. 4303. 

In subsection (a)(1), the words ‘‘the Special Inspector 
General for Iraq Reconstruction’’ are omitted as obso-
lete. The Special Inspector General for Iraq Recon-
struction was established as a temporary oversight en-
tity and ceased operations on September 30, 2013. In the 
document ‘‘Final Listing of Audit and Other Reports 
Issued by SIGIR on Reconstruction Spending in Iraq’’ 
(78 FR 58596), see the statement by the Special Inspec-
tor General for Iraq Reconstruction in the paragraph 
headed ‘‘Location of SIGIR Records After Closure’’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

PAY OF INSPECTORS GENERAL 

Pub. L. 110–409, § 4(b)–(d), Oct. 14, 2008, 122 Stat. 4304, 
as amended by Pub. L. 117–286, §§ 4(b)(6), 7, Dec. 27, 2022, 
136 Stat. 4343, 4361, provided that: 

‘‘[(b), (c). Repealed. Pub. L. 117–286, § 7, Dec. 27, 2022, 
136 Stat. 4361.] 

‘‘(d) SAVINGS PROVISION.—Nothing in this section 
[amending former section 3 of Pub. L. 95–452 (see 5 
U.S.C. 403), section 5315 of this title, and section 12651e 
of Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, and enact-
ing provisions formerly set out as a note under section 
3 of Pub. L. 95–452 (see 5 U.S.C. 423(a))] shall have the 
effect of reducing the rate of pay of any individual 
serving on the date of enactment of this section [Oct. 
14, 2008] as an Inspector General of—

‘‘(1) an establishment as defined under section 401 
of title 5, United States Code; 

‘‘(2) a designated Federal entity as defined under 
section 415(a) of title 5, United States Code; 

‘‘(3) a legislative agency for which the position of 
Inspector General is established by statute; or 

‘‘(4) any other entity of the Government for which 
the position of Inspector General is established by 
statute.’’

§ 424. Establishment of the Council of the Inspec-
tors General on Integrity and Efficiency 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT AND MISSION.—
(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established as 

an independent entity within the executive 
branch the Council of the Inspectors General 
on Integrity and Efficiency (in this section re-
ferred to as the ‘‘Council’’). 

(2) MISSION.—The mission of the Council 
shall be to—

(A) address integrity, economy, and effec-
tiveness issues that transcend individual 
Government agencies; and 

(B) increase the professionalism and effec-
tiveness of personnel by developing policies, 
standards, and approaches to aid in the es-
tablishment of a well-trained and highly 
skilled workforce in the offices of the In-
spectors General.

(b) MEMBERSHIP.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Council shall consist of 

the following members: 
(A) All Inspectors General whose offices 

are established under—
(i) section 402 of this title; or 
(ii) section 415 of this title.

(B) The Inspectors General of the Intel-
ligence Community and the Central Intel-
ligence Agency. 

(C) The Controller of the Office of Federal 
Financial Management. 

(D) A senior level official of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation designated by the 
Director of the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion. 

(E) The Director of the Office of Govern-
ment Ethics. 

(F) The Special Counsel of the Office of 
Special Counsel. 

(G) The Deputy Director of the Office of 
Personnel Management. 

(H) The Deputy Director for Management 
of the Office of Management and Budget. 

(I) The Inspectors General of the Library 
of Congress, Capitol Police, Government 
Publishing Office, Government Account-
ability Office, and the Architect of the Cap-
itol.

(2) CHAIRPERSON AND EXECUTIVE CHAIR-
PERSON.—

(A) EXECUTIVE CHAIRPERSON.—The Deputy 
Director for Management of the Office of 
Management and Budget shall be the Execu-
tive Chairperson of the Council. 

(B) CHAIRPERSON.—The Council shall elect 
1 of the Inspectors General referred to in 
paragraph (1)(A) or (B) to act as Chairperson 
of the Council. The term of office of the 
Chairperson shall be 2 years.

(3) FUNCTIONS OF CHAIRPERSON AND EXECU-
TIVE CHAIRPERSON.—

(A) EXECUTIVE CHAIRPERSON.—The Execu-
tive Chairperson shall—
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(i) preside over meetings of the Council; 
(ii) provide to the heads of agencies and 

entities represented on the Council sum-
mary reports of the activities of the Coun-
cil; and 

(iii) provide to the Council such informa-
tion relating to the agencies and entities 
represented on the Council as assists the 
Council in performing its functions.

(B) CHAIRPERSON.—The Chairperson shall—
(i) convene meetings of the Council—

(I) at least 6 times each year; 
(II) monthly to the extent possible; and 
(III) more frequently at the discretion 

of the Chairperson;

(ii) carry out the functions and duties of 
the Council under subsection (c); 

(iii) appoint a Vice Chairperson to assist 
in carrying out the functions of the Coun-
cil and act in the absence of the Chair-
person, from a category of Inspectors Gen-
eral described in subparagraph (A)(i), 
(A)(ii), or (B) of paragraph (1), other than 
the category from which the Chairperson 
was elected; 

(iv) make such payments from funds oth-
erwise available to the Council as may be 
necessary to carry out the functions of the 
Council; 

(v) select, appoint, and employ personnel 
as needed to carry out the functions of the 
Council subject to the provisions of this 
title governing appointments in the com-
petitive service, and the provisions of 
chapter 51 and subchapter III of chapter 53 
of this title, relating to classification and 
General Schedule pay rates; 

(vi) to the extent and in such amounts as 
may be provided in advance by appropria-
tions Acts, made available from the re-
volving fund established under subsection 
(c)(3)(B), or as otherwise provided by law, 
enter into contracts and other arrange-
ments with public agencies and private 
persons to carry out the functions and du-
ties of the Council; 

(vii) establish, in consultation with the 
members of the Council, such committees 
as determined by the Chairperson to be 
necessary and appropriate for the efficient 
conduct of Council functions; and 

(viii) prepare and transmit an annual re-
port on behalf of the Council on the activi-
ties of the Council to—

(I) the President; 
(II) the appropriate committees of ju-

risdiction of the Senate and the House of 
Representatives; 

(III) the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity and Governmental Affairs of the 
Senate; and 

(IV) the Committee on Oversight and 
Reform of the House of Representatives.

(c) FUNCTIONS AND DUTIES OF COUNCIL.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Council shall—

(A) continually identify, review, and dis-
cuss areas of weakness and vulnerability in 
Federal programs and operations with re-
spect to fraud, waste, and abuse; 

(B) develop plans for coordinated, Govern-
mentwide activities that address these prob-

lems and promote economy and efficiency in 
Federal programs and operations, including 
interagency and interentity audit, investiga-
tion, inspection, and evaluation programs 
and projects to deal efficiently and effec-
tively with those problems concerning fraud 
and waste that exceed the capability or ju-
risdiction of an individual agency or entity; 

(C) develop policies that will aid in the 
maintenance of a corps of well-trained and 
highly skilled Office of Inspector General 
personnel; 

(D) maintain an Internet website and other 
electronic systems for the benefit of all In-
spectors General, as the Council determines 
are necessary or desirable; 

(E) maintain 1 or more academies as the 
Council considers desirable for the profes-
sional training of auditors, investigators, in-
spectors, evaluators, and other personnel of 
the various offices of Inspector General; 

(F) submit recommendations of individuals 
to the appropriate appointing authority for 
any appointment to an office of Inspector 
General described under subsection (b)(1)(A) 
or (B); 

(G) make such reports to Congress as the 
Chairperson determines are necessary or ap-
propriate; 

(H) except for matters coordinated among 
Inspectors General under section 103H of the 
National Security Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3033), 
receive, review, and mediate any disputes 
submitted in writing to the Council by an 
Office of Inspector General regarding an 
audit, investigation, inspection, evaluation, 
or project that involves the jurisdiction of 
more than one Office of Inspector General; 
and 

(I) perform other duties within the author-
ity and jurisdiction of the Council, as appro-
priate.

(2) ADHERENCE AND PARTICIPATION BY MEM-
BERS.—To the extent permitted under law, and 
to the extent not inconsistent with standards 
established by the Comptroller General of the 
United States for audits of Federal establish-
ments, organizations, programs, activities, 
and functions, each member of the Council, as 
appropriate, shall—

(A) adhere to professional standards devel-
oped by the Council; and 

(B) participate in the plans, programs, and 
projects of the Council, except that in the 
case of a member described under subsection 
(b)(1)(I), the member shall participate only 
to the extent requested by the member and 
approved by the Executive Chairperson and 
Chairperson.

(3) ADDITIONAL ADMINISTRATIVE AUTHORI-
TIES.—

(A) INTERAGENCY FUNDING.—Notwith-
standing section 1532 of title 31, or any other 
provision of law prohibiting the interagency 
funding of activities described under sub-
clause (I), (II), or (III) of clause (i), in the 
performance of the responsibilities, authori-
ties, and duties of the Council—

(i) the Executive Chairperson may au-
thorize the use of interagency funding 
for—
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(I) Governmentwide training of em-
ployees of the Offices of the Inspectors 
General; 

(II) the functions of the Integrity Com-
mittee of the Council; and 

(III) any other authorized purpose de-
termined by the Council; and

(ii) upon the authorization of the Execu-
tive Chairperson, any Federal agency or 
designated Federal entity (as defined in 
section 415(a) of this title) which has a 
member on the Council shall fund or par-
ticipate in the funding of such activities.

(B) REVOLVING FUND.—
(i) IN GENERAL.—The Council may—

(I) establish in the Treasury of the 
United States a revolving fund to be 
called the Inspectors General Council 
Fund; or 

(II) enter into an arrangement with a 
department or agency to use an existing 
revolving fund.

(ii) AMOUNTS IN REVOLVING FUND.—
(I) IN GENERAL.—Amounts transferred 

to the Council under this subsection 
shall be deposited in the revolving fund 
described under clause (i)(I) or (II). 

(II) TRAINING.—Any remaining unex-
pended balances appropriated for or oth-
erwise available to the Inspectors Gen-
eral Criminal Investigator Academy and 
the Inspectors General Auditor Training 
Institute shall be transferred to the re-
volving fund described under clause (i)(I) 
or (II).

(iii) USE OF REVOLVING FUND.—
(I) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided 

under subclause (II), amounts in the re-
volving fund described under clause (i)(I) 
or (II) may be used to carry out the func-
tions and duties of the Council under 
this subsection. 

(II) TRAINING.—Amounts transferred 
into the revolving fund described under 
clause (i)(I) or (II) may be used for the 
purpose of maintaining any training 
academy as determined by the Council.

(iv) AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS.—Amounts in 
the revolving fund described under clause 
(i)(I) or (II) shall remain available to the 
Council without fiscal year limitation.

(C) SUPERSEDING PROVISIONS.—No provision 
of law enacted after October 14, 2008, shall be 
construed to limit or supersede any author-
ity under subparagraph (A) or (B), unless 
such provision makes specific reference to 
the authority in that subparagraph.

(4) EXISTING AUTHORITIES AND RESPONSIBIL-
ITIES.—The establishment and operation of the 
Council shall not affect—

(A) the role of the Department of Justice 
in law enforcement and litigation; 

(B) the authority or responsibilities of any 
Government agency or entity; and 

(C) the authority or responsibilities of in-
dividual members of the Council.

(5) ADDITIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES RELATING TO 
WHISTLEBLOWER PROTECTION.—The Council 
shall—

(A) facilitate the work of the Whistle-
blower Protection Coordinators designated 
under section 403(d)(1)(C) of this title; and 

(B) in consultation with the Office of Spe-
cial Counsel and Whistleblower Protection 
Coordinators from the member offices of the 
Inspector General, develop best practices for 
coordination and communication in pro-
moting the timely and appropriate handling 
and consideration of protected disclosures, 
allegations of reprisal, and general matters 
regarding the implementation and adminis-
tration of whistleblower protection laws, in 
accordance with Federal law.

(d) INTEGRITY COMMITTEE.—
(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Council shall have 

an Integrity Committee, which shall receive, 
review, and refer for investigation allegations 
of wrongdoing that are made against Inspec-
tors General and staff members of the various 
Offices of Inspector General described under 
paragraph (4)(C). 

(2) MEMBERSHIP.—
(A) IN GENERAL.—The Integrity Committee 

shall consist of the following members: 
(i) The official of the Federal Bureau of 

Investigation serving on the Council. 
(ii) Four Inspectors General described in 

subparagraph (A) or (B) of subsection (b)(1) 
appointed by the Chairperson of the Coun-
cil, representing both establishments and 
designated Federal entities (as that term 
is defined in section 415(a) of this title). 

(iii) The Director of the Office of Govern-
ment Ethics or the designee of the Direc-
tor.

(B) CHAIRPERSON.—
(i) IN GENERAL.—The Integrity Com-

mittee shall elect one of the Inspectors 
General referred to in subparagraph (A)(ii) 
to act as Chairperson of the Integrity 
Committee. 

(ii) TERM.—The term of office of the 
Chairperson of the Integrity Committee 
shall be 2 years.

(3) LEGAL ADVISOR.—The Chief of the Public 
Integrity Section of the Criminal Division of 
the Department of Justice, or the Chief’s des-
ignee, shall serve as a legal advisor to the In-
tegrity Committee. 

(4) REFERRAL OF ALLEGATIONS.—
(A) DEFINITION OF STAFF MEMBER.—In this 

paragraph, the term ‘‘staff member’’ means 
any employee of an Office of Inspector Gen-
eral who—

(i) reports directly to an Inspector Gen-
eral; or 

(ii) is designated by an Inspector General 
under subparagraph (C).

(B) REQUIREMENT.—An Inspector General 
shall refer to the Integrity Committee any 
allegation of wrongdoing against a staff 
member of the office of that Inspector Gen-
eral, if—

(i) review of the substance of the allega-
tion cannot be assigned to an agency of 
the executive branch with appropriate ju-
risdiction over the matter; and 

(ii) the Inspector General determines 
that—
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(I) an objective internal investigation 
of the allegation is not feasible; or 

(II) an internal investigation of the al-
legation may appear not to be objective.

(C) DESIGNATION OF STAFF MEMBERS.—Each 
Inspector General shall annually submit to 
the Chairperson of the Integrity Committee 
a designation of positions whose holders are 
staff members for purposes of subparagraph 
(A).

(5) REVIEW OF ALLEGATIONS.—
(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 7 days 

after the date on which the Integrity Com-
mittee receives an allegation of wrongdoing 
against an Inspector General or against a 
staff member of an Office of Inspector Gen-
eral described under paragraph (4)(C), the al-
legation of wrongdoing shall be reviewed and 
referred to the Department of Justice or the 
Office of Special Counsel for investigation, 
or to the Integrity Committee for review, as 
appropriate, by—

(i) a representative of the Department of 
Justice, as designated by the Attorney 
General; 

(ii) a representative of the Office of Spe-
cial Counsel, as designated by the Special 
Counsel; and 

(iii) a representative of the Integrity 
Committee, as designated by the Chair-
person of the Integrity Committee.

(B) REFERRAL TO THE CHAIRPERSON.—
(i) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

clause (ii), not later than 30 days after the 
date on which an allegation of wrongdoing 
is referred to the Integrity Committee 
under subparagraph (A), the Integrity 
Committee shall determine whether to 
refer the allegation of wrongdoing to the 
Chairperson of the Integrity Committee to 
initiate an investigation. 

(ii) EXTENSION.—The 30-day period de-
scribed in clause (i) may be extended for 
an additional period of 30 days if the Integ-
rity Committee provides written notice to 
the congressional committees described in 
paragraph (8)(A)(iii) that includes a de-
tailed, case-specific description of why the 
additional time is needed to evaluate the 
allegation of wrongdoing.

(6) AUTHORITY TO INVESTIGATE ALLEGA-
TIONS.—

(A) REQUIREMENT.—The Chairperson of the 
Integrity Committee shall cause a thorough 
and timely investigation of each allegation 
referred under paragraph (5)(B) to be con-
ducted in accordance with this paragraph. 

(B) RESOURCES.—At the request of the 
Chairperson of the Integrity Committee, the 
head of each agency or entity represented on 
the Council—

(i) shall provide assistance necessary to 
the Integrity Committee; and 

(ii) may detail employees from that 
agency or entity to the Integrity Com-
mittee, subject to the control and direc-
tion of the Chairperson, to conduct an in-
vestigation under this subsection.

(7) PROCEDURES FOR INVESTIGATIONS.—

(A) STANDARDS APPLICABLE.—Investiga-
tions initiated under this subsection shall be 
conducted in accordance with the most cur-
rent Quality Standards for Investigations 
issued by the Council or by its predecessors 
(the President’s Council on Integrity and Ef-
ficiency and the Executive Council on Integ-
rity and Efficiency). 

(B) ADDITIONAL POLICIES AND PROCE-
DURES.—

(i) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Integrity Com-
mittee, in conjunction with the Chair-
person of the Council, shall establish addi-
tional policies and procedures necessary to 
ensure fairness and consistency in—

(I) determining whether to initiate an 
investigation; 

(II) conducting investigations; 
(III) reporting the results of an inves-

tigation; 
(IV) providing the person who is the 

subject of an investigation with an op-
portunity to respond to any Integrity 
Committee report; 

(V) except as provided in clause (ii), 
ensuring, to the extent possible, that in-
vestigations are conducted by Offices of 
Inspector General of similar size; 

(VI) creating a process for rotation of 
Inspectors General assigned to inves-
tigate allegations through the Integrity 
Committee; and 

(VII) creating procedures to avoid con-
flicts of interest for Integrity Committee 
investigations.

(ii) EXCEPTION.—The requirement under 
clause (i)(V) shall not apply to any Office 
of Inspector General with less than 50 em-
ployees who are authorized to conduct au-
dits or investigations. 

(iii) SUBMISSION TO CONGRESS.—The 
Council shall submit a copy of the policies 
and procedures established under clause (i) 
to the congressional committees of juris-
diction.

(C) COMPLETION OF INVESTIGATION.—If an 
allegation of wrongdoing is referred to the 
Chairperson of the Integrity Committee 
under paragraph (5)(B), the Chairperson of 
the Integrity Committee—

(i) shall complete the investigation not 
later than 150 days after the date on which 
the Integrity Committee made the refer-
ral; and 

(ii) if the investigation cannot be com-
pleted within the 150-day period described 
in clause (i), shall—

(I) promptly notify the congressional 
committees described in paragraph 
(8)(A)(iii); and 

(II) brief the congressional committees 
described in paragraph (8)(A)(iii) every 30 
days regarding the status of the inves-
tigation and the general reasons for 
delay until the investigation is com-
plete.

(D) CONCURRENT INVESTIGATION.—If an alle-
gation of wrongdoing against an Inspector 
General or a staff member of an Office of In-
spector General described under paragraph 
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(4)(C) is referred to the Department of Jus-
tice or the Office of Special Counsel under 
paragraph (5)(A), the Chairperson of the In-
tegrity Committee may conduct any related 
investigation referred to the Chairperson 
under paragraph (5)(B) concurrently with the 
Department of Justice or the Office of Spe-
cial Counsel, as applicable. 

(E) REPORTS.—
(i) INTEGRITY COMMITTEE INVESTIGA-

TIONS.—For each investigation of an alle-
gation of wrongdoing referred to the 
Chairperson of the Integrity Committee 
under paragraph (5)(B), the Chairperson of 
the Integrity Committee shall submit to 
members of the Integrity Committee and 
to the Chairperson of the Council a report 
containing the results of the investigation. 

(ii) OTHER INVESTIGATIONS.—For each al-
legation of wrongdoing referred to the De-
partment of Justice or the Office of Spe-
cial Counsel under paragraph (5)(A), the 
Attorney General or the Special Counsel, 
as applicable, shall submit to the Integrity 
Committee a report containing the results 
of the investigation. 

(iii) AVAILABILITY TO CONGRESS.—
(I) IN GENERAL.—The congressional 

committees described in paragraph 
(8)(A)(iii) shall have access to any report 
authored by the Integrity Committee. 

(II) MEMBERS OF CONGRESS.—Subject to 
any other provision of law that would 
otherwise prohibit disclosure of such in-
formation, the Integrity Committee may 
provide any report authored by the In-
tegrity Committee to any Member of 
Congress.

(8) ASSESSMENT AND FINAL DISPOSITION.—
(A) IN GENERAL.—With respect to any re-

port received under paragraph (7)(E), the In-
tegrity Committee shall—

(i) assess the report; 
(ii) forward the report, with the rec-

ommendations of the Integrity Com-
mittee, including those on disciplinary ac-
tion, within 30 days (to the maximum ex-
tent practicable) after the completion of 
the investigation, to the Executive Chair-
person of the Council and to the President 
(in the case of a report relating to an In-
spector General of an establishment or any 
employee of that Inspector General) or the 
head of a designated Federal entity (in the 
case of a report relating to an Inspector 
General of such an entity or any employee 
of that Inspector General) for resolution; 

(iii) submit the report, with the rec-
ommendations of the Integrity Com-
mittee, to the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity and Governmental Affairs of the 
Senate, the Committee on Oversight and 
Reform of the House of Representatives, 
and other congressional committees of ju-
risdiction; and 

(iv) following the submission of the re-
port under clause (iii) and upon request by 
any Member of Congress, submit the re-
port, with the recommendations of the In-
tegrity Committee, to that Member.

(B) DISPOSITION.—The Executive Chair-
person of the Council shall report to the In-

tegrity Committee the final disposition of 
the matter, including what action was taken 
by the President or agency head.

(9) ANNUAL REPORT.—The Council shall sub-
mit to Congress and the President by Decem-
ber 31 of each year a report on the activities of 
the Integrity Committee during the preceding 
fiscal year, which shall include the following: 

(A) The number of allegations received. 
(B) The number of allegations referred to 

the Department of Justice or the Office of 
Special Counsel, including the number of al-
legations referred for criminal investigation. 

(C) The number of allegations referred to 
the Chairperson of the Integrity Committee 
for investigation. 

(D) The number of allegations closed with-
out referral. 

(E) The date each allegation was received 
and the date each allegation was finally dis-
posed of. 

(F) In the case of allegations referred to 
the Chairperson of the Integrity Committee, 
a summary of the status of the investigation 
of the allegations and, in the case of inves-
tigations completed during the preceding fis-
cal year, a summary of the findings of the 
investigations. 

(G) Other matters that the Council con-
siders appropriate.

(10) REQUESTS FOR MORE INFORMATION.—With 
respect to paragraphs (8) and (9), the Council 
shall provide more detailed information about 
specific allegations upon request from any 
Member of Congress. 

(11) NO RIGHT OR BENEFIT.—This subsection is 
not intended to create any right or benefit, 
substantive or procedural, enforceable at law 
by a person against the United States, its 
agencies, its officers, or any person. 

(12) ALLEGATIONS OF WRONGDOING AGAINST 
SPECIAL COUNSEL OR DEPUTY SPECIAL COUN-
SEL.—

(A) SPECIAL COUNSEL DEFINED.—In this 
paragraph, the term ‘‘Special Counsel’’ 
means the Special Counsel appointed under 
section 1211(b) of title 5. 

(B) AUTHORITY OF INTEGRITY COMMITTEE.—
(i) IN GENERAL.—An allegation of wrong-

doing against the Special Counsel or the 
Deputy Special Counsel may be received, 
reviewed, and referred for investigation to 
the same extent and in the same manner 
as in the case of an allegation against an 
Inspector General or against a staff mem-
ber of an Office of Inspector General de-
scribed under paragraph (4)(C), subject to 
the requirement that the representative 
designated by the Special Counsel under 
paragraph (5)(A)(ii) shall recuse himself or 
herself from the consideration of any alle-
gation brought under this paragraph. 

(ii) COORDINATION WITH EXISTING PROVI-
SIONS OF LAW.—This paragraph shall not 
eliminate access to the Merit Systems 
Protection Board for review under section 
7701 of title 5. To the extent that an allega-
tion brought under this paragraph involves 
section 2302(b)(8) of title 5, a failure to ob-
tain corrective action within 120 days after 
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the date on which the allegation is re-
ceived by the Integrity Committee shall, 
for purposes of section 1221 of title 5, be 
considered to satisfy section 1214(a)(3)(B) 
of title 5.

(C) REGULATIONS.—The Integrity Com-
mittee may prescribe any rules or regula-
tions necessary to carry out this paragraph, 
subject to such consultation or other re-
quirements as may otherwise apply.

(13) COMMITTEE RECORDS.—The Chairperson 
of the Council shall maintain the records of 
the Integrity Committee.

(e) OVERSIGHT.GOV.—
(1) DEFINITION.—In this subsection, the term 

‘‘Office of Inspector General’’ means the Office 
of—

(A) an Inspector General described in sub-
paragraph (A), (B), or (I) of subsection (b)(1); 

(B) the Special Inspector General for Af-
ghanistan Reconstruction established under 
section 1229 of the National Defense Author-
ization Act for Fiscal Year 2008 (Public Law 
110–181; 122 Stat. 378); 

(C) the Special Inspector General for the 
Troubled Asset Relief Program established 
under section 121 of title I of the Emergency 
Economic Stabilization Act of 2008 (12 U.S.C. 
5231); and 

(D) the Special Inspector General for Pan-
demic Recovery established under section 
4018 of the Coronavirus Economic Stabiliza-
tion Act of 2020 (15 U.S.C. 9053).

(2) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Council shall es-
tablish and maintain a website entitled ‘‘over-
sight.gov’’—

(A) to consolidate all public reports from 
each Office of Inspector General to improve 
the access of the public to any audit report, 
inspection report, or evaluation report (or 
portion of any such report) made by an Of-
fice of Inspector General; and 

(B) that shall include any additional re-
sources, information, and enhancements as 
the Council determines are necessary or de-
sirable.

(3) PARTICIPATION OF OFFICES OF INSPECTORS 
GENERAL.—Each Office of Inspector General 
that publishes an audit report, inspection re-
port, or evaluation report (or portion of any 
such report) on the website of the Office of In-
spector General shall, or in the case of the of-
fice of an Inspector General described in sub-
paragraph (I) of subsection (b)(1) may, contem-
poraneously publish the report (or portion of 
the report) on oversight.gov in a manner pre-
scribed by the Council. 

(4) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This subsection shall 
take effect on the date that is 30 days after the 
date of receipt by the Council of the Inspec-
tors General on Integrity and Efficiency of an 
appropriation for the implementation of this 
subsection. 

(Pub. L. 117–286, § 3(b), Dec. 27, 2022, 136 Stat. 
4256.) 

AMENDMENTS NOT SHOWN IN TEXT 

This section was derived from section 11 of the 

Inspector General Act of 1978, Pub. L. 95–452, 

which was set out in the former Appendix to 

this title, and as it existed as of Oct. 19, 2021. 

Section 11 of Pub. L. 95–452 was amended by 

Pub. L. 117–263, div. E, title LII, §§ 5204(b), 

5232–5234, 5236, 5237, 5251, 5271, 5272(9), Dec. 23, 

2022, 136 Stat. 3233–3235, 3237–3239, 3241, prior to 

being repealed and reenacted as this section by 

Pub. L. 117–286, §§ 3(b), 7, Dec. 27, 2022, 136 

Stat. 4256, 4361. For applicability of those 

amendments to this section, see section 5(b) of 

Pub. L. 117–286, set out in a Transitional and 

Savings Provisions note preceding section 101 of 

this title. Section 11 of Pub. L. 95–452 was 

amended as follows: 

(1) in subsection (b)(3)(B)(viii)—

(A) by striking subclauses (III) and (IV); 

(B) in subclause (I), by adding ‘‘and’’ at the 

end; and 

(C) by amending subclause (II) to read as fol-

lows: 

‘‘(II) the appropriate congressional com-

mittees.’’;

(2) in subsection (c)—

(A) in paragraph (1), by redesignating sub-

paragraphs (E) through (I) as subparagraphs 

(F) through (J), respectively, and by inserting 

after subparagraph (D) the following: 

‘‘(E) support the professional development of 

Inspectors General, including by providing 

training opportunities on the duties, respon-

sibilities, and authorities under this Act and on 

topics relevant to Inspectors General and the 

work of Inspectors General, as identified by In-

spectors General and the Council.’’;

(B) in paragraph (3), by adding at the end the 

following: 

‘‘(D) REPORT ON EXPENDITURES.—Not later 

than November 30 of each year, the Chairperson 

shall submit to the appropriate committees or 

subcommittees of Congress, including the Com-

mittee on Appropriations of the Senate and the 

Committee on Appropriations of the House of 

Representatives, a report on the expenditures of 

the Council for the preceding fiscal year, in-

cluding from direct appropriations to the Coun-

cil, interagency funding pursuant to subpara-

graph (A), a revolving fund pursuant to sub-

paragraph (B), or any other source.’’; and

(C) in paragraph (5)(B), by striking 

‘‘, allegations of reprisal,’’ and inserting ‘‘and 

allegations of reprisal (including the timely and 

appropriate handling and consideration of pro-

tected disclosures and allegations of reprisal 

that are internal to an Office of Inspector Gen-

eral)’’; and

(3) in subsection (d)—

(A) in paragraph (5)(B)—

(i) in clause (ii), by striking the period at the 

end and inserting ‘‘, the length of time the In-

tegrity Committee has been evaluating the alle-

gation of wrongdoing, and a description of any 

previous written notice provided under this 

clause with respect to the allegation of wrong-

doing, including the description provided for 

why additional time was needed.’’; and 

(ii) by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(iii) AVAILABILITY OF INFORMATION TO 

CONGRESS ON CERTAIN ALLEGATIONS OF 

WRONGDOING CLOSED WITHOUT REFERRAL.—



Page 86TITLE 5—GOVERNMENT ORGANIZATION AND EMPLOYEES§ 424

With respect to an allegation of wrongdoing 

made by a member of Congress that is closed 

by the Integrity Committee without referral to 

the Chairperson of the Integrity Committee to 

initiate an investigation, the Chairperson of 

the Integrity Committee shall, not later than 

60 days after closing the allegation of wrong-

doing, provide a written description of the na-

ture of the allegation of wrongdoing and how 

the Integrity Committee evaluated the allega-

tion of wrongdoing to—

‘‘(I) the Chair and Ranking Minority 

Member of the Committee on Homeland Se-

curity and Governmental Affairs of the Sen-

ate; and 

‘‘(II) the Chair and Ranking Minority 

Member of the Committee on Oversight and 

Reform of the House of Representatives.’’;

(B) in paragraph (7)(B)(i)(V), by inserting 

‘‘, and that an investigation of an Office of In-

spector General of an establishment is con-

ducted by another Office of Inspector General 

of an establishment’’ after ‘‘size’’; 

(C) in paragraph (8)—

(i) in subparagraph (A)(ii), by inserting ‘‘or 

corrective action’’ after ‘‘disciplinary action’’; 

(ii) in subparagraph (A)(iii), by striking ‘‘to 

the’’ and all that follows through ‘‘jurisdiction’’ 

and inserting ‘‘to the appropriate congressional 

committees’’; and 

(iii) in subparagraph (B), by inserting ‘‘and 

the appropriate congressional committees’’ after 

‘‘Integrity Committee’’; and 

(D) by amending paragraph (9) to read as fol-

lows: 

‘‘(9) SEMIANNUAL REPORT.—On or before May 

31, 2023, and every 6 months thereafter, the Coun-

cil shall submit to Congress and the President a 

report on the activities of the Integrity Committee 

during the immediately preceding 6-month periods 

ending March 31 and September 30, which shall 

include the following with respect to allegations 

of wrongdoing that are made against Inspectors 

General and staff members of the various Offices 

of Inspector General described in paragraph 

(4)(C): 

‘‘(A) An overview and analysis of the allega-

tions of wrongdoing disposed of by the Integrity 

Committee, including—

‘‘(i) analysis of the positions held by indi-

viduals against whom allegations were made, 

including the duties affiliated with such posi-

tions; 

‘‘(ii) analysis of the categories or types of 

the allegations of wrongdoing; and 

‘‘(iii) a summary of disposition of all the al-

legations.

‘‘(B) The number of allegations received by 

the Integrity Committee. 

‘‘(C) The number of allegations referred to the 

Department of Justice or the Office of Special 

Counsel, including the number of allegations re-

ferred for criminal investigation. 

‘‘(D) The number of allegations referred to the 

Chairperson of the Integrity Committee for in-

vestigation, a general description of the status 

of such investigations, and a summary of the 

findings of investigations completed. 

‘‘(E) An overview and analysis of allegations 

of wrongdoing received by the Integrity Com-

mittee during any previous reporting period, but 

remained pending during some part of the six 

months covered by the report, including—
‘‘(i) analysis of the positions held by indi-

viduals against whom allegations were made, 

including the duties affiliated with such posi-

tions; 
‘‘(ii) analysis of the categories or types of 

the allegations of wrongdoing; and 
‘‘(iii) a summary of disposition of all the al-

legations.

‘‘(F) The number and category or type of 

pending investigations. 
‘‘(G) For each allegation received—

‘‘(i) the date on which the investigation was 

opened; 
‘‘(ii) the date on which the allegation was 

disposed of, as applicable; and 
‘‘(iii) the case number associated with the 

allegation.

‘‘(H) The nature and number of allegations to 

the Integrity Committee closed without referral, 

including the justification for why each allega-

tion was closed without referral. 
‘‘(I) A brief description of any difficulty en-

countered by the Integrity Committee when re-

ceiving, evaluating, investigating, or referring 

for investigation an allegation received by the 

Integrity Committee, including a brief descrip-

tion of—
‘‘(i) any attempt to prevent or hinder an in-

vestigation; or 
‘‘(ii) concerns about the integrity or oper-

ations at an Office of Inspector General.

‘‘(J) Other matters that the Council considers 

appropriate.’’

For definition of ‘‘appropriate congressional 

committees’’ as seen in the above amendments 

by Pub. L. 117–263, see Amendments Not Shown 

in Text note set out under section 401 of this 

title.

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

424(a) 
through 
(e)(3).

5 U.S.C. App. (IGA 
§ 11) 

Pub. L. 95–452, § 11, as added 
Pub. L. 110–409, § 7(a), Oct. 
14, 2008, 122 Stat. 4305; 
amended Pub. L. 113–235, 
div. H, title I, § 1301(b), 
Dec. 16, 2014, 128 Stat. 
2537; Pub. L. 114–113, div. 
M, title III, § 304, Dec. 18, 
2015, 129 Stat. 2913; Pub. L. 
114–317, §§ 3, 7(b)(1)(B), 
(d)(2)(G), Dec. 16, 2016, 130 
Stat. 1596, 1605, 1606; Pub. 
L. 115–192, § 2(b), June 25, 
2018, 132 Stat. 1503; Pub. L. 
116–260, div. U, title V, 
§ 501(a), Dec. 27, 2020, 134 
Stat. 2293. 

424(e)(4) ..... (no source) 

In subsection (b)(1)(I), the words ‘‘Government Pub-
lishing Office’’ are substituted for ‘‘Government Print-
ing Office’’ because of section 1301(b) of the Legislative 
Branch Appropriations Act, 2015 (Public Law 113–235, 
div. H, 44 U.S.C. note prec. 301). 

In subsection (b)(3)(B)(viii)(IV), the words ‘‘Com-
mittee on Oversight and Reform’’ are substituted for 
‘‘Committee on Oversight and Government Reform’’ on 
authority of rule X(1)(n) of the Rules of the House of 
Representatives, adopted by House Resolution No. 6 
(116th Congress, January 9, 2019). 

In subsection (c)(1)(H), the words ‘‘section 103H of the 
National Security Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3033)’’ are sub-
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stituted for ‘‘section 3033 of title 50, United States 
Code’’ to correct the citation. 

In subsection (c)(3)(C), the date ‘‘October 14, 2008’’ is 
substituted for ‘‘the date of enactment of this sub-
section’’ to reflect the date of enactment of the Inspec-
tor General Reform Act of 2008 (Public Law 110–409, 122 
Stat. 4302). Section 7(a) of the Inspector General Re-
form Act of 2008 (Public Law 110–409, 122 Stat. 4305) en-
acted section 11 (including subsection (c)) of the Inspec-
tor General Act of 1978. 

In subsection (c)(3)(C), the words ‘‘the authority in 
that subparagraph’’ are substituted for ‘‘the authority 
in that paragraph’’ to correct an error in the law. 

In subsection (c)(5)(A), the reference to ‘‘section 
403(d)(1)(C) of this title’’ is substituted for ‘‘section 
3(d)(C)’’ for clarity and to correct an error in the law. 
In section 11(c)(5)(A) of the Inspector General Act of 
1978, as added by section 2(b) of the Whistleblower Pro-
tection Coordination Act (Public Law 115–192, 132 Stat. 
1503), the reference to ‘‘section 3(d)(C)’’ should be to 
‘‘section 3(d)(1)(C)’’. Section 3(d)(1)(C) of the Inspector 
General Act of 1978 is restated as ‘‘section 403(d)(1)(C) of 
this title’’ (i.e., section 403(d)(1)(C) of title 5, United 
States Code). 

In subsection (d)(8)(A), at the end of clause (ii), the 
word ‘‘and’’ is omitted to correct an error in the law. 

In subsection (d)(8)(A)(iii), the words ‘‘Committee on 
Oversight and Reform’’ are substituted for ‘‘Committee 
on Oversight and Government Reform’’ on authority of 
rule X(1)(n) of the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives, adopted by House Resolution No. 6 (116th Con-
gress, January 9, 2019). 

In subsection (e)(1)(C), the word ‘‘Program’’ is sub-
stituted for the word ‘‘Plan’’ (in the phrase ‘‘Troubled 
Asset Relief Program’’) to correct an error in the law. 
In subsection (e)(1)(D), the words ‘‘Coronavirus Eco-
nomic Stabilization Act of 2020’’ are substituted for 
‘‘CARES Act’’ to use the applicable short title as pro-
vided in section 4001 of Public Law 116–136 (134 Stat. 
469). 

In subsection (e), paragraph (4) is added to carry for-
ward the effective date provision from section 501(c) of 
the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021 (Public Law 
116–260, div. U, title V, 134 Stat. 2294). Section 501(c) of 
the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021 provides 
that: ‘‘This Act and the amendments made by this Act 
shall take effect on the date that is 30 days after the 
date of receipt by the Council of the Inspectors General 
on Integrity and Efficiency of an appropriation for the 
implementation of this Act.’’. The scope of applica-
bility for the effective date provision is unclear because 
the references to this Act are ambiguous. The references 
to this Act do not refer the entirety of the Consolidated 
Appropriations Act, 2021, because the references are 
limited by section 3 of the Consolidated Appropriations 
Act, 2021 (Public Law 116–260, 134 Stat. 1185), which pro-
vides that: ‘‘Except as expressly provided otherwise, 
any reference to ‘this Act’ contained in any division of 
this Act shall be treated as referring only to the provi-
sions of that division.’’. At most, therefore, the ref-
erences to this Act refer only to the provisions of divi-
sion U of the Act (beginning at 134 Stat. 2286). However, 
it is questionable whether Congress intends the effec-
tive date to apply to the entirety of division U. The rel-
evant portion of division U appears to be limited to sec-
tion 501 of the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021. 
The effective date is clearly intended to apply to sec-
tion 501 of the Act, but it is unclear whether it is in-
tended to apply to other portions of division U. In the 
restatement, paragraph (4) of subsection (e) carries for-
ward the effective date as a ‘‘no-source’’ provision, ex-
plicitly making the effective date apply to the provi-
sions added by section 501 of the Consolidated Appro-
priations Act, 2021, while avoiding the repeal of section 
501(c) of the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021, 
which continues to apply (or not) to other portions of 
division U to whatever extent Congress originally in-
tended.

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 1229 of the National Defense Authorization 
Act for Fiscal Year 2008, referred to in subsec. (e)(1)(B), 
is section 1229 of Pub. L. 110–181, which is set out as a 
note under section 415 of this title.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Committee on Oversight and Reform of House of Rep-
resentatives changed to Committee on Oversight and 
Accountability of House of Representatives by House 
Resolution No. 5, One Hundred Eighteenth Congress, 
Jan. 9, 2023. 

PANDEMIC RESPONSE ACCOUNTABILITY COMMITTEE 

Pub. L. 116–136, div. B, title V, § 15010, Mar. 27, 2020, 
134 Stat. 533, as amended by Pub. L. 116–260, div. O, title 
VIII, § 801(b), Dec. 27, 2020, 134 Stat. 2155; Pub. L. 117–103, 
div. E, title VII, § 750, Mar. 15, 2022, 136 Stat. 307, pro-
vided that: 

‘‘(a) In this section—
‘‘(1) the term ‘agency’ has the meaning given the 

term in section 551 of title 5, United States Code; 
‘‘(2) the term ‘appropriate congressional commit-

tees’ means—
‘‘(A) the Committees on Appropriations of the 

Senate and the House of Representatives; 
‘‘(B) the Committee on Homeland Security and 

Governmental Affairs of the Senate; 
‘‘(C) the Committee on Oversight and Reform 

[now Committee on Oversight and Accountability] 
of the House of Representatives; and 

‘‘(D) any other relevant congressional committee 
of jurisdiction; 
‘‘(3) the term ‘Chairperson’ means the Chairperson 

of the Committee; 
‘‘(4) the term ‘Council’ means the Council of the In-

spectors General on Integrity and Efficiency estab-
lished under section 11 of the Inspector General Act 
of 1978 ([former] 5 U.S.C. App) [see 5 U.S.C. 424]; 

‘‘(5) the term ‘Committee’ means the Pandemic Re-
sponse Accountability Committee established under 
subsection (b); 

‘‘(6) the term ‘covered funds’ means any funds, in-
cluding loans, that are made available in any form to 
any non-Federal entity, not including an individual, 
under—

‘‘(A) the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic 
Security Act [Pub. L. 116–136] (divisions A and B) 
[see Tables for classification]; 

‘‘(B) the Coronavirus Preparedness and Response 
Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2020 (Public Law 
116–123); 

‘‘(C) the Families First Coronavirus Response Act 
(Public Law 116–127); 

‘‘(D) the Paycheck Protection Program and 
Health Care Enhancement Act (Public Law 116–139) 
[see Short Title of 2020 Amendment note set out 
under section 9001 of Title 15, Commerce and 
Trade]; 

‘‘(E) divisions M and N of the Consolidated Appro-
priations Act, 2021 [Pub. L. 116–260, see Tables for 
classification]; or 

‘‘(F) the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 (Pub-
lic Law 117–2) [see Short Title of 2021 Amendment 
note set out under section 9001 of Title 15, Com-
merce and Trade]; 
‘‘(7) the term ‘Coronavirus response’ means the 

Federal Government’s response to the nationwide 
public health emergency declared by the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services, retroactive to January 
27, 2020, pursuant to section 319 of the Public Health 
Service Act (42 U.S.C. 247d), as a result of confirmed 
cases of the novel coronavirus (COVID–19) in the 
United States. 
‘‘(b) There is established within the Council the Pan-

demic Response Accountability Committee to promote 
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transparency and conduct and support oversight of cov-
ered funds and the Coronavirus response to—

‘‘(1) prevent and detect fraud, waste, abuse, and 
mismanagement; and 

‘‘(2) mitigate major risks that cut across program 
and agency boundaries. 
‘‘(c)(1) The Chairperson of the Committee shall be se-

lected by the Chairperson of the Council from among 
Inspectors General described in subparagraphs (B), (C), 
and (D) of paragraph (2) with experience managing 
oversight of large organizations and expenditures. 

‘‘(2) The members of the Committee shall include—
‘‘(A) the Chairperson; 
‘‘(B) the Inspectors General of the Departments of 

Defense, Education, Health and Human Services, 
Homeland Security, Justice, Labor, and the Treas-
ury; 

‘‘(C) the Inspector General of the Small Business 
Administration; 

‘‘(D) the Treasury Inspector General for Tax Ad-
ministration; and 

‘‘(E) any other Inspector General, as designated by 
the Chairperson from any agency that expends or ob-
ligates covered funds or is involved in the 
Coronavirus response. 
‘‘(3)(A) There shall be an Executive Director and a 

Deputy Executive Director of the Committee. 
‘‘(B)(i)(I) Not later than 30 days after the date of en-

actment of this Act [Mar. 27, 2020], the Executive Direc-
tor of the Committee shall be appointed by the Chair-
person of the Council, in consultation with the major-
ity leader of the Senate, the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives, the minority leader of the Senate, and 
the minority leader of the House of Representatives. 

‘‘(II) Not later than 90 days after the date of enact-
ment of this Act, the Deputy Executive Director of the 
Committee shall be appointed by the Chairperson of 
the Council, in consultation with the majority leader of 
the Senate, the Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, the minority leader of the Senate, the minority 
leader of the House of Representatives, and the Execu-
tive Director of the Committee. 

‘‘(ii) The Executive Director and the Deputy Execu-
tive Director of the Committee shall—

‘‘(I) have demonstrated ability in accounting, au-
diting, and financial analysis; 

‘‘(II) have experience managing oversight of large 
organizations and expenditures; and 

‘‘(III) be full-time employees of the Committee. 
‘‘(C) The Executive Director of the Committee shall—

‘‘(i) report directly to the Chairperson; 
‘‘(ii) appoint staff of the Committee, subject to the 

approval of the Chairperson, consistent with sub-
section (f); 

‘‘(iii) supervise and coordinate Committee func-
tions and staff; and 

‘‘(iv) perform any other duties assigned to the Exec-
utive Director by the Committee. 
‘‘(4)(A) Members of the Committee may not receive 

additional compensation for services performed. 
‘‘(B) The Executive Director and Deputy Executive 

Director of the Committee shall be compensated at the 
rate of basic pay prescribed for level IV of the Execu-
tive Schedule under section 5315 of title 5, United 
States Code. 

‘‘(d)(1)(A) The Committee shall conduct and coordi-
nate oversight of covered funds and the Coronavirus re-
sponse and support Inspectors General in the oversight 
of covered funds and the Coronavirus response in order 
to—

‘‘(i) detect and prevent fraud, waste, abuse, and 
mismanagement; and 

‘‘(ii) identify major risks that cut across programs 
and agency boundaries. 
‘‘(B) The functions of the Committee shall include—

‘‘(i) developing a strategic plan to ensure coordi-
nated, efficient, and effective comprehensive over-
sight by the Committee and Inspectors General over 
all aspects of covered funds and the Coronavirus re-
sponse; 

‘‘(ii) auditing or reviewing covered funds, including 
a comprehensive audit and review of charges made to 
Federal contracts pursuant to authorities provided in 
the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security 
Act [Pub. L. 116–136], to determine whether wasteful 
spending, poor contract or grant management, or 
other abuses are occurring and referring matters the 
Committee considers appropriate for investigation to 
the Inspector General for the agency that disbursed 
the covered funds, including conducting randomized 
audits to identify fraud; 

‘‘(iii) reviewing whether the reporting of contracts 
and grants using covered funds meets applicable 
standards and specifies the purpose of the contract or 
grant and measures of performance; 

‘‘(iv) reviewing the economy, efficiency, and effec-
tiveness in the administration of, and the detection 
of fraud, waste, abuse, and mismanagement in, 
Coronavirus response programs and operations; 

‘‘(v) reviewing whether competition requirements 
applicable to contracts and grants using covered 
funds have been satisfied; 

‘‘(vi) serving as a liaison to the Director of the Of-
fice of Management and Budget, the Secretary of the 
Treasury, and other officials responsible for imple-
menting the Coronavirus response; 

‘‘(vii) reviewing whether there are sufficient quali-
fied acquisition, grant, and other applicable per-
sonnel overseeing covered funds and the Coronavirus 
response; 

‘‘(viii) reviewing whether personnel whose duties 
involve the Coronavirus response or acquisitions or 
grants made with covered funds or are otherwise re-
lated to the Coronavirus response receive adequate 
training, technology support, and other resources; 

‘‘(ix) reviewing whether there are appropriate 
mechanisms for interagency collaboration relating to 
the oversight of covered funds and the Coronavirus 
response, including coordinating and collaborating to 
the extent practicable with State and local govern-
ment entities; 

‘‘(x) expeditiously reporting to the Attorney Gen-
eral any instance in which the Committee has reason-
able grounds to believe there has been a violation of 
Federal criminal law; and 

‘‘(xi) coordinating and supporting Inspectors Gen-
eral on matters related to oversight of covered funds 
and the Coronavirus response. 
‘‘(2)(A)(i) The Committee shall submit to the Presi-

dent and Congress, including the appropriate congres-
sional committees, management alerts on potential 
management, risk, and funding problems that require 
immediate attention. 

‘‘(ii) The Committee shall submit to Congress such 
other reports or provide such periodic updates on the 
work of the Committee as the Committee considers ap-
propriate on the use of covered funds and the 
Coronavirus response. 

‘‘(B) The Committee shall submit biannual reports to 
the President and Congress, including the appropriate 
congressional committees, and may submit additional 
reports as appropriate—

‘‘(i) summarizing the findings of the Committee; 
and 

‘‘(ii) identifying and quantifying the impact of any 
tax expenditures or credits authorized under this Act 
to the extent practicable. 
‘‘(C)(i) All reports submitted under this paragraph 

shall be made publicly available and posted on the 
website established under subsection (g). 

‘‘(ii) Any portion of a report submitted under this 
paragraph may be redacted when made publicly avail-
able, if that portion would disclose information that is 
not subject to disclosure under sections 552 and 552a of 
title 5, United States Code, or is otherwise prohibited 
from disclosure by law. 

‘‘(3)(A) The Committee shall make recommendations 
to agencies on measures to prevent or address fraud, 
waste, abuse and mismanagement, and to mitigate 
risks that cut across programs and agency boundaries, 
relating to covered funds and the Coronavirus response. 
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‘‘(B) Not later than 30 days after receipt of a rec-
ommendation under subparagraph (A), an agency shall 
submit a report to the President and the appropriate 
congressional committees on—

‘‘(i) whether the agency agrees or disagrees with 
the recommendations; and 

‘‘(ii) any actions the agency will take to implement 
the recommendations, which shall also be included in 
the report required under section 2(b) of the GAO–IG 
Act [Pub. L. 115–414] (31 U.S.C. 1105 note). 
‘‘(e)(1) The Committee shall conduct audits and re-

views of programs, operations, and expenditures relat-
ing to covered funds and the Coronavirus response and 
coordinate on such activities with the Inspector Gen-
eral of the relevant agency to avoid unnecessary dupli-
cation and overlap of work. 

‘‘(2) The Committee may—
‘‘(A) conduct its own independent investigations, 

audits, and reviews relating to covered funds or the 
Coronavirus response; 

‘‘(B) collaborate on audits and reviews relating to 
covered funds with any Inspector General of an agen-
cy; and 

‘‘(C) provide support to relevant agency Inspectors 
General in conducting investigations, audits, and re-
views relating to the covered funds and Coronavirus 
response. 
‘‘(3)(A) In conducting and supporting investigations, 

audits, and reviews under this subsection, the Com-
mittee—

‘‘(i) shall have the authorities provided under sec-
tion 6 of the Inspector General Act of 1978 ([former] 
5 U.S.C. App.) [see 5 U.S.C. 406]; 

‘‘(ii) may issue subpoenas to compel the testimony 
of persons who are not Federal officers or employees; 
and 

‘‘(iii) may enforce such subpoenas in the event of a 
refusal to obey by order of any appropriate United 
States district court as provided for under section 6 
of the Inspector General Act of 1978 (5 U.S.C. App). 
‘‘(B) The Committee shall carry out the powers under 

paragraphs (1) and (2) in accordance with section 4(b)(1) 
of the Inspector General Act of 1978 ([former] 5 U.S.C. 
App.) [see 5 U.S.C. 404(b)(1)]. 

‘‘(C) Whenever information or assistance requested 
by the Committee or an Inspector General is unreason-
ably refused or not provided, the Committee shall im-
mediately report the circumstances to the appropriate 
congressional committees. 

‘‘(D) The Committee shall leverage existing informa-
tion technology resources within the Council, such as 
oversight.gov, to carry out the duties of the Com-
mittee. 

‘‘(4)(A) The Committee may hold public hearings and 
Committee personnel may conduct necessary inquiries. 

‘‘(B) The head of each agency shall make all officers 
and employees of that agency available to provide tes-
timony to the Committee and Committee personnel. 

‘‘(C) The Committee may issue subpoenas to compel 
the testimony of persons who are not Federal officers 
or employees at such public hearings, which may be en-
forced in the same manner as provided for subpoenas 
under section 6 of the Inspector General Act of 1978 (5 
U.S.C. App.). 

‘‘(5) The Committee may enter into contracts to en-
able the Committee to discharge its duties, including 
contracts and other arrangements for audits, studies, 
analyses, and other services with public agencies and 
with private persons, and make such payments as may 
be necessary to carry out the duties of the Committee. 

‘‘(6) The Committee may establish subcommittees to 
facilitate the ability of the Committee to discharge its 
duties. 

‘‘(7) The Committee may transfer funds appropriated 
to the Committee for expenses to support administra-
tive support services and audits, reviews, or other ac-
tivities related to oversight by the Committee of cov-
ered funds or the Coronavirus response to any Office of 
the Inspector General or the General Services Adminis-
tration. 

‘‘(f)(1)(A)(i) Subject to subparagraph (B), the Com-
mittee may exercise the authorities of subsections (b) 
through (i) of section 3161 of title 5, United States Code 
(without regard to subsection (a) of that section) to 
carry out the functions of the Committee under this 
section. 

‘‘(ii) For purposes of exercising the authorities de-
scribed under clause (i), the term ‘Chairperson’ shall be 
substituted for the term ‘head of a temporary organiza-
tion’. 

‘‘(iii) In exercising the authorities described in clause 
(i), the Chairperson shall consult with members of the 
Committee. 

‘‘(iv) In addition to the authority provided by section 
3161(c) of title 5, United States Code, upon the request 
of an Inspector General, the Committee may detail, on 
a nonreimbursable basis, any personnel of the Council 
to that Inspector General to assist in carrying out any 
audit, review, or investigation pertaining to the over-
sight of covered funds or the Coronavirus response. 

‘‘(B) In exercising the employment authorities under 
section 3161(b) of title 5, United States Code, as pro-
vided under subparagraph (A) of this paragraph—

‘‘(i) section 3161(b)(2) of that title (relating to peri-
ods of appointments) shall not apply; and 

‘‘(ii) no period of appointment may exceed the date 
on which the Committee terminates. 
‘‘(C)(i) A person employed by the Committee shall ac-

quire competitive status for appointment to any posi-
tion in the competitive service for which the employee 
possesses the required qualifications upon the comple-
tion of 2 years of continuous service as an employee 
under this subsection. 

‘‘(ii) No person who is first employed as described in 
clause (i) more than 2 years after the date of enactment 
of this Act may acquire competitive status under 
clause (i). 

‘‘(2)(A) The Committee may employ annuitants cov-
ered by section 9902(g) of title 5, United States Code, for 
purposes of the oversight of covered funds or the 
Coronavirus response. 

‘‘(B) The employment of annuitants under this para-
graph shall be subject to the provisions of section 
9902(g) of title 5, United States Code, as if the Com-
mittee was the Department of Defense. 

‘‘(3) Upon request of the Committee for information 
or assistance from any agency or other entity of the 
Federal Government, the head of such entity shall, in-
sofar as is practicable and not in contravention of any 
existing law, and consistent with section 6 of the In-
spector General Act of 1978 (5 U.S.C. App.), furnish such 
information or assistance to the Committee, or an au-
thorized designee, including an Inspector General des-
ignated by the Chairperson. 

‘‘(4) Any Inspector General responsible for conducting 
oversight related to covered funds or the Coronavirus 
response may, consistent with the duties, responsibil-
ities, policies, and procedures of the Inspector General, 
provide information requested by the Committee or an 
Inspector General on the Committee relating to the re-
sponsibilities of the Committee. 

‘‘(g)(1)(A) Not later than 30 days after the date of en-
actment of this Act, the Committee shall establish and 
maintain a user-friendly, public-facing website to fos-
ter greater accountability and transparency in the use 
of covered funds and the Coronavirus response, which 
shall have a uniform resource locator that is descrip-
tive and memorable. 

‘‘(B) The Committee shall leverage existing informa-
tion technology and resources, such as oversight.gov, 
to the greatest extent practicable to meet the require-
ments under this section. 

‘‘(2) The website established and maintained under 
paragraph (1) shall be a portal or gateway to key infor-
mation relating to the oversight of covered funds and 
the Coronavirus response and provide connections to 
other Government websites with related information. 

‘‘(3) In establishing and maintaining the website 
under paragraph (1), the Committee shall ensure the 
following: 
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‘‘(A) The website shall provide materials and infor-
mation explaining the Coronavirus response and how 
covered funds are being used. The materials shall be 
easy to understand and regularly updated. 

‘‘(i) [sic; cls. (i) to (xiii) probably should be subpars. 
(B) to (N)] The website shall provide accountability 
information, including findings from Inspectors Gen-
eral, including any progress reports, audits, inspec-
tions, or other reports, including reports from or 
links to reports on the website of the Government 
Accountability Office. 

‘‘(ii) The website shall provide data on relevant 
operational, economic, financial, grant, subgrant, 
contract, and subcontract information in user-friend-
ly visual presentations to enhance public awareness 
of the use of covered funds and the Coronavirus re-
sponse. 

‘‘(iii) The website shall provide detailed data on 
any Federal Government awards that expend covered 
funds, including a unique trackable identification 
number for each project, information about the proc-
ess that was used to award the covered funds, and for 
any covered funds over $150,000, a detailed expla-
nation of any associated agreement, where applica-
ble. 

‘‘(iv) The website shall include downloadable, ma-
chine-readable, open format reports on covered funds 
obligated by month to each State and congressional 
district, where applicable. 

‘‘(v) The website shall provide a means for the pub-
lic to give feedback on the performance of any cov-
ered funds and of the Coronavirus response, including 
confidential feedback. 

‘‘(vi) The website shall include detailed information 
on Federal Government awards that expend covered 
funds, including data elements required under the 
Federal Funding Accountability and Transparency 
Act of 2006 [Pub. L. 109–282] (31 U.S.C. 6101 note), al-
lowing aggregate reporting on awards below $50,000, 
as prescribed by the Director of the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget. 

‘‘(vii) The website shall provide a link to estimates 
of the jobs sustained or created by this Act to the ex-
tent practicable. 

‘‘(viii) The website shall include appropriate links 
to other government websites with information con-
cerning covered funds and the Coronavirus response, 
including Federal agency and State websites. 

‘‘(ix) The website shall include a plan from each 
Federal agency for using covered funds. 

‘‘(x) The website shall provide information on Fed-
eral allocations of mandatory and other entitlement 
programs by State, county, or other geographical 
unit related to covered funds or the Coronavirus re-
sponse. 

‘‘(xi) The website shall present the data such that 
funds subawarded by recipients are not double count-
ed in search results, data visualizations, or other re-
ports. 

‘‘(xii) The website shall include all recommenda-
tions made to agencies relating to covered funds and 
the Coronavirus response, as well as the status of 
each recommendation. 

‘‘(xiii) The website shall be enhanced and updated 
as necessary to carry out the purposes of this section. 
‘‘(4) The Committee may exclude posting contractual 

or other information on the website on a case-by-case 
basis when necessary to protect national security or to 
protect information that is not subject to disclosure 
under sections 552 and 552a of title 5, United States 
Code. 

‘‘(h)(1) Nothing in this section shall affect the inde-
pendent authority of an Inspector General to determine 
whether to conduct an audit or investigation of covered 
funds or the Coronavirus response. 

‘‘(2) If the Committee requests that an Inspector Gen-
eral of an agency conduct or refrain from conducting 
an audit or investigation and the Inspector General re-
jects the request in whole or in part, the Inspector Gen-
eral shall, not later than 30 days after rejecting the re-

quest, submit a report to the Committee, the head of 
the applicable agency, and the appropriate congres-
sional committees, that states the reasons that the In-
spector General has rejected the request in whole or in 
part. 

‘‘(i) The Committee shall coordinate its oversight ac-
tivities with the Comptroller General of the United 
States and State auditors. 

‘‘(j) For the purposes of carrying out the mission of 
the Committee under this section, there are authorized 
to be appropriated such sums as may be necessary to 
carry out the duties and functions of the Committee. 

‘‘(k) The Committee shall terminate on September 30, 
2025.’’

[For definition of ‘‘coronavirus’’ as used in section 
15010 of Pub. L. 116–136, set out above, see section 23005 
of Pub. L. 116–136, set out as a note under section 162b 
of Title 2, The Congress.] 

ADDITIONAL OVERSIGHT OF FINANCIAL REGULATORY 
SYSTEM 

Pub. L. 111–203, title IX, § 989E, July 21, 2010, 124 Stat. 
1946, provided that: 

‘‘(a) COUNCIL OF INSPECTORS GENERAL ON FINANCIAL 
OVERSIGHT.—

‘‘(1) ESTABLISHMENT AND MEMBERSHIP.—There is es-
tablished a Council of Inspectors General on Finan-
cial Oversight (in this section referred to as the 
‘Council of Inspectors General’) chaired by the In-
spector General of the Department of the Treasury 
and composed of the inspectors general of the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(A) The Board of Governors of the Federal Re-
serve System. 

‘‘(B) The Commodity Futures Trading Commis-
sion. 

‘‘(C) The Department of Housing and Urban De-
velopment. 

‘‘(D) The Department of the Treasury. 
‘‘(E) The Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation. 
‘‘(F) The Federal Housing Finance Agency. 
‘‘(G) The National Credit Union Administration. 
‘‘(H) The Securities and Exchange Commission. 
‘‘(I) The Troubled Asset Relief Program (until the 

termination of the authority of the Special Inspec-
tor General for such program under section 121(k) 
of the Emergency Economic Stabilization Act of 
2008 (12 U.S.C. 5231(k))). 
‘‘(2) DUTIES.—

‘‘(A) MEETINGS.—The Council of Inspectors Gen-
eral shall meet not less than once each quarter, or 
more frequently if the chair considers it appro-
priate, to facilitate the sharing of information 
among inspectors general and to discuss the ongo-
ing work of each inspector general who is a member 
of the Council of Inspectors General, with a focus 
on concerns that may apply to the broader finan-
cial sector and ways to improve financial oversight. 

‘‘(B) ANNUAL REPORT.—Each year the Council of 
Inspectors General shall submit to the Council and 
to Congress a report including—

‘‘(i) for each inspector general who is a member 
of the Council of Inspectors General, a section 
within the exclusive editorial control of such in-
spector general that highlights the concerns and 
recommendations of such inspector general in 
such inspector general’s ongoing and completed 
work, with a focus on issues that may apply to 
the broader financial sector; and 

‘‘(ii) a summary of the general observations of 
the Council of Inspectors General based on the 
views expressed by each inspector general as re-
quired by clause (i), with a focus on measures 
that should be taken to improve financial over-
sight. 

‘‘(3) WORKING GROUPS TO EVALUATE COUNCIL.—
‘‘(A) CONVENING A WORKING GROUP.—The Council 

of Inspectors General may, by majority vote, con-
vene a Council of Inspectors General Working 
Group to evaluate the effectiveness and internal op-
erations of the Council. 
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1 So in original. Does not conform to section catchline.

‘‘(B) PERSONNEL AND RESOURCES.—The inspectors 
general who are members of the Council of Inspec-
tors General may detail staff and resources to a 
Council of Inspectors General Working Group estab-
lished under this paragraph to enable it to carry 
out its duties. 

‘‘(C) REPORTS.—A Council of Inspectors General 
Working Group established under this paragraph 
shall submit regular reports to the Council and to 
Congress on its evaluations pursuant to this para-
graph. 

‘‘(b) RESPONSE TO REPORT BY COUNCIL.—The Council 
shall respond to the concerns raised in the report of the 
Council of Inspectors General under subsection (a)(2)(B) 
for such year.’’

SPECIAL INSPECTORS GENERAL FOR IRAQ AND 
AFGHANISTAN RECONSTRUCTION 

Pub. L. 111–15, § 7, Apr. 24, 2009, 123 Stat. 1605, as 
amended by Pub. L. 117–286, § 4(b)(20), Dec. 27, 2022, 136 
Stat. 4345, provided that: ‘‘The Special Inspector Gen-
eral for Iraq Reconstruction and the Special Inspector 
General for Afghanistan Reconstruction shall be a [sic] 
members of the Council of the Inspectors General on 
Integrity and Efficiency established under section 424 
of title 5, United States Code, until the date of termi-
nation of the Office of the Special Inspector General for 
Iraq Reconstruction and the Office of the Special In-
spector General for Afghanistan Reconstruction, re-
spectively.’’

CHAPTER 5—ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURE 

SUBCHAPTER I—GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Sec. 

500. Administrative practice; general provisions. 
501. Advertising practice; restrictions. 
502. Administrative practice; Reserves and Na-

tional Guardsmen. 
503. Witness fees and allowances. 
504. Costs and fees of parties. 

SUBCHAPTER II—ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURE 

551. Definitions. 
552. Public information; agency rules, opinions, 

orders, records, and proceedings. 
552a. Records about individuals.1

552b. Open meetings. 
553. Rule making. 
554. Adjudications. 
555. Ancillary matters. 
556. Hearings; presiding employees; powers and 

duties; burden of proof; evidence; record as 
basis of decision. 

557. Initial decisions; conclusiveness; review by 
agency; submissions by parties; contents of 
decisions; record. 

558. Imposition of sanctions; determination of ap-
plications for licenses; suspension, revoca-
tion, and expiration of licenses. 

559. Effect on other laws; effect of subsequent 
statute. 

SUBCHAPTER III—NEGOTIATED RULEMAKING 
PROCEDURE 

561. Purpose. 
562. Definitions. 
563. Determination of need for negotiated rule-

making committee. 
564. Publication of notice; applications for mem-

bership on committees. 
565. Establishment of committee. 
566. Conduct of committee activity. 
567. Termination of committee. 
568. Services, facilities, and payment of com-

mittee member expenses. 
569. Encouraging negotiated rulemaking. 

570. Judicial review. 
570a. Authorization of appropriations. 

SUBCHAPTER IV—ALTERNATIVE MEANS OF DIS-
PUTE RESOLUTION IN THE ADMINISTRATIVE 
PROCESS 

571. Definitions. 
572. General authority. 
573. Neutrals. 
574. Confidentiality. 
575. Authorization of arbitration. 
576. Enforcement of arbitration agreements. 
577. Arbitrators. 
578. Authority of the arbitrator. 
579. Arbitration proceedings. 
580. Arbitration awards. 
581. Judicial review. 
[582. Repealed.] 
583. Support services. 
584. Authorization of appropriations. 

SUBCHAPTER V—ADMINISTRATIVE CONFERENCE 
OF THE UNITED STATES 

591. Purposes. 
592. Definitions. 
593. Administrative Conference of the United 

States. 
594. Powers and duties of the Conference. 
595. Organization of the Conference. 
596. Authorization of appropriations.

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2004—Pub. L. 108–401, § 2(b)(2), Oct. 30, 2004, 118 Stat. 
2255, substituted ‘‘Purposes’’ for ‘‘Purpose’’ in item 591. 

1996—Pub. L. 104–320, §§ 4(b)(2), 10(b), 11(b)(2), (d)(2), 
Oct. 19, 1996, 110 Stat. 3871, 3873, 3874, in item 569 sub-
stituted ‘‘Encouraging negotiated rulemaking’’ for 
‘‘Role of the Administrative Conference of the United 
States and other entities’’, added items 570a and 584, 
and struck out item 582 ‘‘Compilation of information’’. 

1992—Pub. L. 102–354, § 4, Aug. 26, 1992, 106 Stat. 945, 
substituted headings of subchapters III, IV, and V and 
items 561 to 570, 571 to 583, and 591 to 596 for former 
heading of subchapter III and former items 571 to 576 
relating to Administrative Conference of the United 
States, former heading of subchapter IV and former 
items 581 to 593 relating to alternative means of dispute 
resolution in the administrative process, and former 
heading of subchapter IV and former items 581 to 590 re-
lating to negotiated rulemaking procedure. 

1990—Pub. L. 101–648, § 3(b), Nov. 29, 1990, 104 Stat. 
4976, added heading of subchapter IV and items 581 to 
590 relating to negotiated rulemaking procedure. 

Pub. L. 101–552, § 4(c), Nov. 15, 1990, 104 Stat. 2745, 
added heading of subchapter IV and items 581 to 593 [re-
numbered 571 to 583] relating to alternative means of 
dispute resolution. 

1986—Pub. L. 99–470, § 2(b), Oct. 14, 1986, 100 Stat. 1198, 
substituted ‘‘Authorization of appropriations’’ for ‘‘Ap-
propriations’’ in item 576. 

1985—Pub. L. 99–80, § 6, Aug. 5, 1985, 99 Stat. 186, re-
vived item 504 and repealed Pub. L. 96–481, title II, 
§ 203(c), Oct. 21, 1980, 94 Stat. 2327, which provided for 
the repeal, effective Oct. 1, 1984, of item 504. 

1980—Pub. L. 96–481, title II, § 203(a)(2), (c), Oct. 21, 
1980, 94 Stat. 2327, added item 504 ‘‘Costs and fees of par-
ties’’, and repealed that item effective Oct. 1, 1984. 

1976—Pub. L. 94–409, § 3(b), Sept. 13, 1976, 90 Stat. 1246, 
added item 552b. 

1974—Pub. L. 93–579, § 4, Dec. 31, 1974, 88 Stat. 1905, 
added item 552a. 

1967—Pub. L. 90–83, § 1(1)(B), Sept. 11, 1967, 81 Stat. 195, 
added item 500. 

Pub. L. 90–23, § 2, June 5, 1967, 81 Stat. 56, substituted 
‘‘Public information; agency rules, opinions, orders, 
records and proceedings’’ for ‘‘Publication of informa-
tion, rules, opinions, orders, and public records’’ in 
item 552.
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