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1 See Modifications of Reporting Fee Multipliers During Cer-

tain Periods notes below. 

1972—Subsecs. (a), (b). Pub. L. 92–540 inserted ‘‘this 
chapter or’’ before ‘‘chapter 34 or 35’’ wherever appear-
ing.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2018 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 115–251, title III, § 302(b), Sept. 29, 2018, 132 
Stat. 3179, provided that: ‘‘The amendments made by 
subsection (a) [amending this section] shall take effect 
on the date of the enactment of this Act [Sept. 29, 2018] 
and shall apply with respect to conflicts of interest 
that occur on or after that date.’’

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1976 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 94–502 effective Oct. 15, 1976, 
see section 703(b) of Pub. L. 94–502, set out as an Effec-
tive Date note under section 3693 of this title. 

§ 3684. Reports by veterans, eligible persons, and 
institutions; reporting fee 

(a)(1) Except as provided in paragraph (2) of 
this subsection, the veteran or eligible person 
and the educational institution offering a course 
in which such veteran or eligible person is en-
rolled under chapter 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, or 36 of this 
title shall, without delay, report to the Sec-
retary, in the form prescribed by the Secretary, 
such enrollment and any interruption or termi-
nation of the education of each such veteran or 
eligible person. The date of such interruption or 
termination will be the last date of pursuit, or, 
in the case of correspondence training, the last 
date a lesson was serviced by a school. 

(2)(A) In the case of a program of independent 
study pursued on less than a half-time basis in 
an educational institution, the Secretary may 
approve a delay by the educational institution 
in reporting the enrollment or reenrollment of 
an eligible veteran or eligible person until the 
end of the term, quarter, or semester if the edu-
cational institution requests the delay and the 
Secretary determines that it is not feasible for 
the educational institution to monitor interrup-
tion or termination of the veteran’s or eligible 
person’s pursuit of such program. 

(B) An educational institution which, pursu-
ant to subparagraph (A) of this paragraph, is de-
laying the reporting of the enrollment or re-
enrollment of a veteran shall provide the vet-
eran with notice of the delay at the time that 
the veteran enrolls or reenrolls. 

(3)(A) Subject to subparagraph (B) of this 
paragraph, an educational institution offering 
courses on a term, quarter, or semester basis 
may certify the enrollment of a veteran who is 
not on active duty, or of an eligible person, in 
such courses for more than one term, quarter, or 
semester at a time, but not for a period extend-
ing beyond the end of a school year (including 
the summer enrollment period). 

(B) Subparagraph (A) of this paragraph shall 
not apply with respect to any term, quarter, or 
semester for which the veteran or eligible per-
son is enrolled on a less than half-time basis and 
shall not be construed as restricting the Sec-
retary from requiring that an educational insti-
tution, in reporting an enrollment for more than 
one term, quarter, or semester, specify the dates 
of any intervals within or between any such 
terms, quarters, or semesters. 

(4) A course offered by an educational institu-
tion that does not begin on the first day of an 

academic term, but does begin seven or fewer 
days after such day, shall be treated as begin-
ning on such day for purposes of this section. 

(5) For purposes of this subsection, the term 
‘‘educational institution’’ may include a group, 
district, or consortium of separately accredited 
educational institutions located in the same 
State that are organized in a manner that facili-
tates the centralized reporting of the enroll-
ments in such group, district, or consortium of 
institutions. 

(b) The Secretary, prior to making payment of 
a reporting fee to an educational institution, as 
provided for in subsection (c) of this section, 
shall require such institution to certify that it 
has exercised reasonable diligence in deter-
mining whether such institution or any course 
offered by such institution approved for the en-
rollment of veterans or eligible persons meets 
all of the applicable requirements of chapters 31, 
34, 35, and 36 of this title and that it will, with-
out delay, report any failure to meet any such 
requirement to the Secretary. 

(c)(1) The Secretary may pay to any edu-
cational institution, or to the sponsor of a pro-
gram of apprenticeship, furnishing education or 
training under either this chapter or chapter 31, 
34, or 35 of this title, a reporting fee which will 
be in lieu of any other compensation or reim-
bursement for reports or certifications which 
such educational institution or sponsor of a pro-
gram of apprenticeship is required to submit to 
the Secretary by law or regulation. 

(2) Such reporting fee shall be computed for 
each calendar year by multiplying $16 1 by the 
number of eligible veterans or eligible persons 
enrolled under this chapter or chapter 31, 34, or 
35 of this title. The reporting fee shall be paid to 
such educational institution or sponsor of a pro-
gram of apprenticeship as soon as feasible after 
the end of the calendar year for which it is ap-
plicable. 

(3) No reporting fee payable to an educational 
institution under this subsection shall be sub-
ject to offset by the Secretary against any li-
ability of such institution for any overpayment 
for which such institution may be administra-
tively determined to be liable under section 3685 
of this title unless such liability is not con-
tested by such institution or has been upheld by 
a final decree of a court of appropriate jurisdic-
tion. 

(4) Any reporting fee paid to an educational 
institution or sponsor of a program of appren-
ticeship after the date of the enactment of the 
Post-9/11 Veterans Educational Assistance Im-
provements Act of 2011 (Public Law 111–377)—

(A) shall be utilized by such institution or 
sponsor solely for the making of certifications 
required under this chapter or chapter 31, 34, 
or 35 of this title or for otherwise supporting 
programs for veterans; and 

(B) with respect to an institution that has 
100 or more enrollees described in paragraph 
(2) may not be used for or merged with 
amounts available for the general fund of the 
educational institution or sponsor of a pro-
gram of apprenticeship.
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(5) The reporting fee payable under this sub-
section shall be paid from amounts appropriated 
for readjustment benefits. 

(d) Not later than 90 days after the date of the 
enactment of this subsection, the Secretary 
shall ensure that the Department provides per-
sonnel of educational institutions who are 
charged with submitting reports or certifi-
cations to the Secretary under this section with 
assistance in preparing and submitting such re-
ports or certifications. 

(Added Pub. L. 89–358, § 3(b), Mar. 3, 1966, 80 Stat. 
22, § 1784; amended Pub. L. 90–77, title III, § 308(a), 
Aug. 31, 1967, 81 Stat. 189; Pub. L. 92–540, title III, 
§ 315, Oct. 24, 1972, 86 Stat. 1084; Pub. L. 93–508, 
title II, § 210(2), Dec. 3, 1974, 88 Stat. 1585; Pub. L. 
94–502, title V, §§ 507, 508, 513(a)(17), Oct. 15, 1976, 
90 Stat. 2400, 2403; Pub. L. 95–202, title III, 
§ 304(a)(1), Nov. 23, 1977, 91 Stat. 1442; Pub. L. 
96–466, title III, § 343(a), (b)(1), title VI, § 601(e), 
Oct. 17, 1980, 94 Stat. 2198, 2208; Pub. L. 97–295, 
§ 4(55), Oct. 12, 1982, 96 Stat. 1309; Pub. L. 99–576, 
title III, §§ 318, 319, Oct. 28, 1986, 100 Stat. 3275; 
Pub. L. 101–237, title IV, §§ 416(a), 423(b)(1)(A), 
Dec. 18, 1989, 103 Stat. 2086, 2092; renumbered 
§ 3684 and amended Pub. L. 102–83, § 5(a), (c)(1), 
Aug. 6, 1991, 105 Stat. 406; Pub. L. 105–368, title II, 
§ 201(a), (b), Nov. 11, 1998, 112 Stat. 3326; Pub. L. 
106–419, title IV, § 404(a)(7), Nov. 1, 2000, 114 Stat. 
1865; Pub. L. 108–454, title I, § 110(d), Dec. 10, 2004, 
118 Stat. 3605; Pub. L. 111–275, title X, § 1001(i), 
Oct. 13, 2010, 124 Stat. 2896; Pub. L. 111–377, title 
II, § 204(a), (b), Jan. 4, 2011, 124 Stat. 4126; Pub. L. 
112–249, § 3, Jan. 10, 2013, 126 Stat. 2401; Pub. L. 
114–315, title IV, § 407(a), Dec. 16, 2016, 130 Stat. 
1558; Pub. L. 115–48, title III, §§ 304(a), 309, Aug. 
16, 2017, 131 Stat. 992, 994.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The date of the enactment of the Post-9/11 Veterans 
Educational Assistance Improvements Act of 2011, re-
ferred to in subsec. (c)(4), probably means the date of 
enactment of the Post-9/11 Veterans Educational As-
sistance Improvements Act of 2010, Pub. L. 111–377, 
which was approved Jan. 4, 2011. 

The date of the enactment of this subsection, referred 
to in subsec. (d), is the date of enactment of Pub. L. 
112–249, which was approved Jan. 10, 2013. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Provisions similar to those comprising this section 
were contained in Pub. L. 85–857, Sept. 2, 1958, 72 Stat. 
1191, 1202, which was classified to former sections 
1665(a) and 1765(a) of this title, prior to repeal by sec-
tions 4(a) and 3(a)(3) of Pub. L. 89–358, respectively. 

AMENDMENTS 

2017—Subsec. (a)(4), (5). Pub. L. 115–48, § 309, added 
par. (4) and redesignated former par. (4) as (5). 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 115–48, § 304(a), amended subsec. 
(c) generally. Prior to amendment, subsec. (c) related 
to purpose, computation, payment, and utilization of 
reporting fee. 

2016—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 114–315, § 407(a)(1), in-
serted ‘‘32, 33,’’ after ‘‘31,’’. 

Subsec. (a)(4). Pub. L. 114–315, § 407(a)(2), added par. 
(4). 

2013—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 112–249 added subsec. (d). 
2011—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 111–377 substituted ‘‘multi-

plying $12’’ for ‘‘multiplying $7’’ and ‘‘or $15’’ for ‘‘or 
$11’’ and inserted after fourth sentence ‘‘Any reporting 
fee paid an educational institution or joint apprentice-

ship training committee after the date of the enact-
ment of the Post-9/11 Veterans Educational Assistance 
Improvements Act of 2011 shall be utilized by such in-
stitution or committee solely for the making of certifi-
cations required under this chapter or chapter 31, 34, or 
35 of this title or for otherwise supporting programs for 
veterans.’’

2010—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 111–275 substituted ‘‘34,’’ 
for ‘‘34,,’’. 

2004—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 108–454 substituted ‘‘or to 
the sponsor of a program of apprenticeship’’ for ‘‘or to 
any joint apprenticeship training committee acting as 
a training establishment’’. 

2000—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 106–419 substituted ‘‘cal-
endar’’ for ‘‘calender’’ after ‘‘during the’’. 

1998—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 105–368, in second sentence, 
substituted ‘‘during the calender year.’’ for ‘‘on Octo-
ber 31 of that year; except that the Secretary may, 
where it is established by such educational institution 
or joint apprenticeship training committee that eligi-
ble veteran plus eligible person enrollment on such 
date varies more than 15 percent from the peak eligible 
veteran enrollment plus eligible person enrollment in 
such educational institution or joint apprenticeship 
training committee during such calendar year, estab-
lish such other date as representative of the peak en-
rollment as may be justified for such educational insti-
tution or joint apprenticeship training committee.’’ 
and inserted at end ‘‘The reporting fee payable under 
this subsection shall be paid from amounts appro-
priated for readjustment benefits.’’

1991—Pub. L. 102–83, § 5(a), renumbered section 1784 of 
this title as this section. 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 102–83, § 5(c)(1), substituted 
‘‘3680(d)(4)’’ for ‘‘1780(d)(4)’’ and ‘‘3685’’ for ‘‘1785’’. 

1989—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 101–237, § 423(b)(1)(A), sub-
stituted ‘‘Secretary’’ for ‘‘Administrator’’ wherever ap-
pearing. 

Pub. L. 101–237, § 416(a)(1), substituted ‘‘chapter 31, 
34,’’ for ‘‘chapter 34’’. 

Subsec. (a)(2)(A), (3)(B). Pub. L. 101–237, § 423(b)(1)(A), 
substituted ‘‘Secretary’’ for ‘‘Administrator’’ wherever 
appearing. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 101–237, § 423(b)(1)(A), substituted 
‘‘Secretary’’ for ‘‘Administrator’’ wherever appearing. 

Pub. L. 101–237, § 416(a)(2), inserted reference to chap-
ter 31. 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 101–237, § 423(b)(1)(A), substituted 
‘‘Secretary’’ for ‘‘Administrator’’ wherever appearing. 

Pub. L. 101–237, § 416(a)(3), inserted references to chap-
ter 31. 

1986—Subsec. (a)(1), (2). Pub. L. 99–576, § 318, des-
ignated existing provisions as par. (1), substituted ‘‘Ex-
cept as provided in paragraph (2) of this subsection, 
the’’ for ‘‘The’’, and added par. (2). 

Subsec. (a)(3). Pub. L. 99–576, § 319, added par. (3). 
1982—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 97–295 substituted ‘‘percent’’ 

for ‘‘per centum’’. 
1980—Pub. L. 96–466, § 343(b)(1), substituted ‘‘Reports 

by veterans, eligible persons, and institutions’’ for ‘‘Re-
ports by institutions’’ in section catchline. 

Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 96–466, § 343(a)(1), expanded provi-
sions to require reports by veterans and eligible per-
sons. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 96–466, § 343(a)(2), added subsec. 
(b). Former subsec. (b) redesignated (c). 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 96–466, §§ 343(a)(2), 601(e), redesig-
nated former subsec. (b) as (c) and substituted ‘‘section 
1780(d)(4)’’ for ‘‘section 1780(d)(5)’’. 

1977—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 95–202 substituted ‘‘$7’’ and 
‘‘$11’’ for ‘‘$5’’ and ‘‘$6’’, respectively, and inserted pro-
vision that no reporting fee payable to an educational 
institution under this subsection be subject to offset by 
the Administrator against any liability of the institu-
tion for any overpayment for which the institution 
may be administratively determined to be liable under 
section 1785 of this title unless that liability is not con-
tested by the institution or has been upheld by a final 
decree of a court of appropriate jurisdiction. 

1976—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 94–502, §§ 507, 513(a)(17), sub-
stituted ‘‘prescribed by the Administrator’’ for ‘‘pre-
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scribed by him’’, and specified the date of interruption 
or termination as the last date of pursuit, or in the 
case of a correspondence school, the last date a lesson 
was serviced. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 94–502, §§ 508, 513(a)(17), sub-
stituted ‘‘$5’’ for ‘‘$3’’, ‘‘$6’’ for ‘‘$4’’, and ‘‘submit to 
the Administrator’’ for ‘‘submit to him’’. 

1974—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 93–508 extended the pay-
ment of reporting fee to educational institutions under 
this chapter and to joint apprenticeship training com-
mittees acting as training establishments, and in provi-
sions relating to computation of such fee, substituted 
reference to this chapter for reference to chapter 36 of 
this title. 

1972—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 92–540, § 315(1), inserted ref-
erence to chapter 36 of this title. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 92–540, § 315(1), (2), (3), inserted 
reference to chapter 36 of this title, and substituted 
provisions relating to the computation of the reporting 
fee based on the number of eligible veterans or eligible 
persons enrolled under chapter 34, 35, or 36 of this title, 
or based on eligible veterans and eligible persons whose 
educational assistance checks are directed in care of 
such institution for temporary custody and delivery 
and are delivered at the time of registration as pro-
vided under section 1780(d)(5) of this title, for provi-
sions relating to the computation of such fee based on 
eligible veterans enrolled under chapter 34 of this title, 
plus the number of eligible persons enrolled under 
chapter 35 of this title. 

1967—Pub. L. 90–77 provided for the reporting fee in 
section catchline, designated existing provisions as 
subsec. (a), and added subsec. (b).

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2017 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 115–48, title III, § 304(b), Aug. 16, 2017, 131 Stat. 
992, provided that: ‘‘The amendment made by sub-
section (a) [amending this section] shall take effect on 
August 1, 2018.’’

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2016 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 114–315, title IV, § 407(b), Dec. 16, 2016, 130 Stat. 
1558, provided that: ‘‘The amendments made by sub-
section (a) [amending this section] shall apply with re-
spect to reports submitted on or after the date of the 
enactment of this Act [Dec. 16, 2016].’’

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2011 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 111–377, title II, § 204(c), Jan. 4, 2011, 124 Stat. 
4126, provided that: ‘‘The amendments made by this 
section [amending this section] shall take effect on Oc-
tober 1, 2011.’’

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1998 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 105–368, title II, § 201(c), Nov. 11, 1998, 112 Stat. 
3326, provided that: ‘‘The amendments made by this 
section [amending this section] shall apply with re-
spect to calendar years beginning after December 31, 
1998.’’

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1989 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 101–237, title IV, § 416(b), Dec. 18, 1989, 103 Stat. 
2086, provided that: ‘‘The amendments made by this 
section [amending this section] shall take effect on 
January 1, 1990.’’

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1980 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by section 343(a), (b)(1) of Pub. L. 96–466 
effective Oct. 1, 1980, except as otherwise specifically 
provided, see section 802(c) of Pub. L. 96–466, set out as 
a note under section 3452 of this title. 

Amendment by section 601(e) of Pub. L. 96–466 effec-
tive Oct. 1, 1980, except as otherwise specifically pro-
vided, see section 802(f) of Pub. L. 96–466, set out as an 
Effective Date note under section 5314 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1977 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by section 304(a)(1)(A) of Pub. L. 95–202 
effective retroactively to Oct. 1, 1977, and amendment 

by section 304(a)(1)(B) of Pub. L. 95–202 effective Nov. 
23, 1977, see section 501 of Pub. L. 95–202, set out as a 
note under section 101 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1976 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by sections 507, 508, and 513(a)(17) of Pub. 
L. 94–502 effective Dec. 1, 1976, Oct. 1, 1976, and Oct. 15, 
1976, respectively, see section 703 of Pub. L. 94–502, set 
out as an Effective Date note under section 3693 of this 
title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1974 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 93–508 effective Dec. 3, 1974, 
see section 503 of Pub. L. 93–508, set out as a note under 
section 3452 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1967 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 90–77 effective first day of 
first month which begins more than ten days after Aug. 
31, 1967, see section 405 of Pub. L. 90–77, set out as a 
note under section 101 of this title. 

TRAINING FOR SCHOOL CERTIFYING OFFICIALS 

Pub. L. 115–48, title III, § 305, Aug. 16, 2017, 131 Stat. 
992, provided that: 

‘‘(a) TRAINING REQUIREMENT.—The Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs shall, in consultation with the State ap-
proving agencies, set forth requirements relating to 
training for school certifying officials employed by cov-
ered educational institutions offering courses of edu-
cation approved under chapter 36 of title 38, United 
States Code. If a covered educational institution does 
not ensure that a school certifying official employed by 
the educational institution meets such requirements, 
the Secretary may disapprove any course of education 
offered by such educational institution. 

‘‘(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
‘‘(1) The term ‘covered educational institution’ 

means an educational institution that has enrolled 20 
or more individuals using educational assistance 
under title 38, United States Code. 

‘‘(2) The term ‘school certifying official’ means an 
employee of an educational institution with primary 
responsibility for certifying veteran enrollment at 
the educational institution. 

‘‘(3) The term ‘State approving agency’ means a de-
partment or agency of a State designated under sec-
tion 3671 of title 38, United States Code. 
‘‘(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This section shall take effect 

on August 1, 2018.’’

MODIFICATIONS OF REPORTING FEE MULTIPLIERS 
DURING CERTAIN PERIODS 

Pub. L. 115–62, title IV, § 411(b), Sept. 29, 2017, 131 Stat. 
1165, provided that: ‘‘During the period beginning on 
August 1, 2018, and ending on July 31, 2020, section 
3684(c)(2) of title 38, United States Code, as amended by 
section 304 of the Harry W. Colmery Veterans Edu-
cational Assistance Act of 2017 (Public Law 115–48) shall 
be applied by substituting ‘$15’ for ‘$16’.’’

Pub. L. 114–315, title IV, § 412(a), (b), Dec. 16, 2016, 130 
Stat. 1562, as amended by Pub. L. 115–62, title IV, 
§ 411(a), Sept. 29, 2017, 131 Stat. 1165, provided that: 

‘‘(a) THROUGH JULY 31, 2018.—During the period begin-
ning on the date of the enactment of this Act [Dec. 16, 
2016] and ending on July 31, 2018, the second sentence of 
section 3684(c) of title 38, United States Code, shall be 
applied—

‘‘(1) by substituting ‘$6’ for ‘$12’; and 
‘‘(2) by substituting ‘$12’ for ‘$15’.’’

[(b) Repealed. Pub. L. 115–62, title IV, § 411(a)(1)(B), 
Sept. 29, 2017, 131 Stat. 1165.] 

Pub. L. 113–175, title IV, § 406, Sept. 26, 2014, 128 Stat. 
1905, as amended by Pub. L. 114–58, title IV, § 410, Sept. 
30, 2015, 129 Stat. 535; Pub. L. 114–228, title IV, § 413, 
Sept. 29, 2016, 130 Stat. 941; Pub. L. 114–315, title IV, 
§ 412(c), Dec. 16, 2016, 130 Stat. 1562, provided that: ‘‘Dur-
ing the period beginning on the date of the enactment 
of this Act [Sept. 26, 2014] and ending on the day before 
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the date of the enactment of the Jeff Miller and Rich-
ard Blumenthal Veterans Health Care and Benefits Im-
provement Act of 2016 [Dec. 16, 2016], the second sen-
tence of section 3684(c) shall be applied—

‘‘(1) by substituting ‘$9’ for ‘$12’; and 
‘‘(2) by substituting ‘$13’ for ‘$15’.’’

§ 3684A. Procedures relating to computer match-
ing program 

(a)(1) Notwithstanding section 552a(p) of title 5 
and subject to paragraph (2) of this subsection, 
the Secretary may suspend, terminate, reduce, 
or make a final denial of any financial assist-
ance or payment under an educational assist-
ance program provided for in chapter 30 or 32 of 
this title or in chapter 106 of title 10 in the case 
of any individual, or take other adverse action 
against such individual, based on information 
produced by a matching program with the De-
partment of Defense. 

(2) The Secretary may not take any action re-
ferred to in paragraph (1) of this subsection 
until—

(A) the individual concerned has been pro-
vided a written notice containing a statement 
of the findings of the Secretary based on the 
matching program, a description of the pro-
posed action, and notice of the individual’s 
right to contest such findings within 10 days 
after the date of the notice; and 

(B) the 10-day period referred to in subpara-
graph (A) of this paragraph has expired.

(3) In computing the 10-day period referred to 
in paragraph (2) of this subsection, Saturdays, 
Sundays, and Federal holidays shall be excluded. 

(b) For the purposes of subsection (q) of sec-
tion 552a of title 5, compliance with the provi-
sions of subsection (a) of this section shall be 
considered compliance with the provisions of 
subsection (p) of such section 552a. 

(c) For purposes of this section, the term 
‘‘matching program’’ has the same meaning pro-
vided in section 552a(a)(8) of title 5. 

(Added Pub. L. 101–366, title II, § 206(a), Aug. 15, 
1990, 104 Stat. 441, § 1784A; renumbered § 3684A, 
Pub. L. 102–83, § 5(a), Aug. 6, 1991, 105 Stat. 406.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1991—Pub. L. 102–83 renumbered section 1784A of this 
title as this section. 

§ 3685. Overpayments to eligible persons or vet-
erans 

(a) Whenever the Secretary finds that an over-
payment has been made to a veteran or eligible 
person relating to educational assistance under 
a law administered by the Secretary, the 
amount of such overpayment shall constitute a 
liability of such veteran or eligible person to the 
United States. 

(b) Any overpayment to a veteran or eligible 
person with respect to pursuit by the veteran or 
eligible person of a program of education at an 
educational institution shall constitute a liabil-
ity of the educational institution to the United 
States if—

(1) the Secretary finds that the overpayment 
has been made as the result of—

(A) the willful or negligent failure of an 
educational institution to report, as re-
quired under this chapter or chapter 34 or 35 
of this title, to the Department of Veterans 
Affairs excessive absences from a course, or 
discontinuance or interruption of a course 
by the veteran or eligible person; or 

(B) the willful or negligent false certifi-
cation by an educational institution; or

(2) the benefit payment sent to an edu-
cational institution on behalf of an eligible 
veteran or person is made pursuant to—

(A) section 3313(h) of this title; 
(B) section 3317 of this title; or 
(C) section 3680(d) of this title; or 
(D) section 3320(d) of this title.

(c) Any overpayment referred to in subsection 
(a) or (b) of this section may be recovered, ex-
cept as otherwise provided in the last sentence 
of section 3684(c) of this title, in the same man-
ner as any other debt due the United States. 

(d) Any overpayment referred to in subsection 
(a) or (b) of this section may be waived as to a 
veteran or eligible person as provided in section 
5302 of this title. Waiver of any such overpay-
ment as to a veteran or eligible person shall in 
no way release any educational institution from 
liability under subsection (b) of this section. 

(e)(1) Any amount collected from a veteran or 
eligible person pursuant to this section shall be 
reimbursed to the educational institution which 
is liable pursuant to subsection (b) of this sec-
tion to the extent that collection was made 
from the educational institution. 

(2) Nothing in this section or any other provi-
sion of this title shall be construed as (A) pre-
cluding the imposition of any civil or criminal 
liability under this title or any other law, or (B) 
requiring any institution of higher learning to 
maintain daily attendance records for any 
course leading to a standard college degree. 

(Added Pub. L. 89–358, § 3(b), Mar. 3, 1966, 80 Stat. 
22, § 1785; amended Pub. L. 92–540, title IV, 
§ 403(11), Oct. 24, 1972, 86 Stat. 1090; Pub. L. 
95–202, title III, § 304(a)(2), Nov. 23, 1977, 91 Stat. 
1442; Pub. L. 96–466, title III, § 344, Oct. 17, 1980, 
94 Stat. 2199; Pub. L. 101–237, title IV, § 423(b)(1), 
Dec. 18, 1989, 103 Stat. 2092; Pub. L. 102–40, title 
IV, § 402(d)(1), May 7, 1991, 105 Stat. 239; renum-
bered § 3685 and amended Pub. L. 102–83, § 5(a), 
(c)(1), Aug. 6, 1991, 105 Stat. 406; Pub. L. 116–315, 
title I, § 1019, Jan. 5, 2021, 134 Stat. 4950.)

Editorial Notes 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Provisions similar to those comprising this section 
were contained in Pub. L. 85–857, Sept. 2, 1958, 72 Stat. 
1191, 1202, which was classified to former sections 1666 
and 1766 of this title, prior to repeal by sections 4(a) 
and 3(a)(3) of Pub. L. 89–358, respectively. 

AMENDMENTS 

2021—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 116–315, § 1019(b), inserted 
‘‘relating to educational assistance under a law admin-
istered by the Secretary’’ after ‘‘made to a veteran or 
eligible person’’. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 116–315, § 1019(a), amended subsec. 
(b) generally. Prior to amendment, subsec. (b) read as 
follows: ‘‘Whenever the Secretary finds that an over-
payment has been made to a veteran or eligible person 
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