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tor’s decision to take any action referred to in
subsection (a). Hearings held pursuant to this
section shall be consolidated insofar as prac-
ticable with hearings held by other agencies.

(Pub. L. 96-283, title I, §116, June 28, 1980, 94
Stat. 573.)

§ 1427. Civil actions
(a) Equitable relief

Except as provided in subsection (b) of this
section, any person may commence a civil ac-
tion for equitable relief on that person’s behalf
in the United States District Court for the Dis-
trict of Columbia—

(1) against any person who is alleged to be in
violation of any provision of this chapter or
any condition of a license or permit issued
under this subchapter; or

(2) against the Administrator when there is
alleged a failure of the Administrator to per-
form any act or duty under this chapter which
is not discretionary,

if the person bringing the action has a valid
legal interest which is or may be adversely af-
fected by such alleged violation or failure to
perform. In suits brought under this subsection,
the district court shall have jurisdiction, with-
out regard to the amount in controversy or the
citizenship of the parties, to enforce the provi-
sions of this chapter, or any term, condition, or
restriction of a license or permit issued under
this subchapter, or to order the Administrator
to perform such act or duty.

(b) Notice

No civil action may be commenced—

(1) under subsection (a)(1) of this section—

(A) prior to 60 days after the plaintiff has
given notice of the alleged violation to the
Administrator and to any alleged violator;
or

(B) if the Administrator or the Attorney
General has commenced and is diligently
prosecuting a civil or criminal action with
respect to the alleged violation in a court of
the United States; except that in any such
civil action, any person having a valid legal
interest which is or may be adversely af-
fected by the alleged violation may inter-
vene; or

(2) under subsection (a)(2) of this section,
prior to 60 days after the plaintiff has given
notice of such action to the Administrator.

Notice under this subsection shall be given in
such a manner as the Administrator shall pre-
scribe by regulation.

(c) Costs and fees

The court, in issuing any final order in any ac-
tion brought under subsection (a) of this section,
may award costs of litigation, including reason-
able attorney and expert witness fees, to any
party whenever the court determines that such
an award is appropriate.

(d) Relationship to other law

Nothing in this section shall restrict the
rights which any person or class of persons may
have under other law to seek enforcement or to
seek any other relief. All vessel safety and envi-
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ronmental requirements of or under this chapter
shall be in addition to other requirements of
law.

(Pub. L. 96-283, title I, §117, June 28, 1980, 94
Stat. 573.)

§ 1428. Reciprocating states
(a) Designation

The Administrator, in consultation with the
Secretary of State and the heads of other appro-
priate departments and agencies, may designate
any foreign nation as a reciprocating state if the
Secretary of State finds that such foreign na-
tion—

(1) regulates the conduct of its citizens and
other persons subject to its jurisdiction en-
gaged in exploration for, and commercial re-
covery of, hard mineral resources of the deep
seabed in a manner compatible with that pro-
vided in this chapter and the regulations
issued under this chapter, which includes ade-
quate measures for the protection of the envi-
ronment, the conservation of natural re-
sources, and the safety of life and property at
sea, and includes effective enforcement provi-
sions;

(2) recognizes licenses and permits issued
under this subchapter to the extent that such
nation, under its laws, (A) prohibits any per-
son from engaging in exploration or commer-
cial recovery which conflicts with that au-
thorized under any such license or permit and
(B) complies with the date for issuance of li-
censes and the effective date for permits pro-
vided in section 1412(c)(1)(D) of this title;

(3) recognizes, under its procedures, prior-
ities of right, consistent with those provided
in this chapter and the regulations issued
under this chapter, for applications for 1li-
censes for exploration or permits for commer-
cial recovery, which applications are made ei-
ther under its procedures or under this chap-
ter; and

(4) provides an interim legal framework for
exploration and commercial recovery which
does not unreasonably interfere with the in-
terests of other states in their exercise of the
freedoms of the high seas, as recognized under
general principles of international law.

(b) Effect of designation

No license or permit shall be issued under this
subchapter permitting any exploration or com-
mercial recovery which will conflict with any li-
cense, permit, or equivalent authorization
issued by any foreign nation which is designated
as a reciprocating state under subsection (a).

(c) Notification

Upon receipt of any application for a license
or permit under this subchapter, the Adminis-
trator shall immediately notify all recipro-
cating states of such application. The notifica-
tion shall include those portions of the explo-
ration plan or recovery plan submitted with re-
spect to the application, or a summary thereof,
and any other appropriate information not re-
quired to be withheld from public disclosure by
section 1423(c) of this title.

(d) Revocation of reciprocating state status

The Administrator, in consultation with the
Secretary of State and the heads of other appro-
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priate departments and agencies, shall revoke
the designation of a foreign nation as a recipro-
cating state if the Secretary of State finds that
such foreign nation no longer complies with the
requirements of subsection (a). At the request of
any holder of a license, permit, or equivalent au-
thorization of such foreign nation, who obtained
the license, permit, or equivalent authorization
while such foreign nation was a reciprocating
state, the Administrator, in consultation with
the Secretary of State, may decide to recognize
the license, permit, or equivalent authorization
for purposes of subsection (b).

(e) Authorization

The President is authorized to negotiate
agreements with foreign nations necessary to
implement this section.

(f) International consultations

The Administrator, in consultation with the
Secretary of State and the heads of other appro-
priate departments and agencies, shall consult
with foreign nations which enact, or are pre-
paring to enact, domestic legislation estab-
lishing an interim legal framework for explo-
ration and commercial recovery of hard mineral
resources. Such consultations shall be carried
out with a view to facilitating the designation
of such nations as reciprocating states and, as
necessary, the negotiation of agreements with
foreign nations authorized by subsection (e). In
addition, the Administrator shall provide such
foreign nations with information on environ-
mental impacts of exploration and commercial
recovery activities, and shall provide any tech-
nical assistance requested in designing regu-
latory measures to protect the environment.

(Pub. L. 96-283, title I, §118, June 28, 1980, 94
Stat. 574.)

SUBCHAPTER II—TRANSITION TO
INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENT

§ 1441. Declaration of Congressional intent

It is the intent of Congress—

(1) that any international agreement to
which the United States becomes a party
should, in addition to promoting other na-
tional oceans objectives—

(A) provide assured and nondiscriminatory
access, under reasonable terms and condi-
tions, to the hard mineral resources of the
deep seabed for United States citizens, and

(B) provide security of tenure by recog-
nizing the rights of United States citizens
who have undertaken exploration or com-
mercial recovery under subchapter I before
such agreement enters into force with re-
spect to the United States to continue their
operations under terms, conditions, and re-
strictions which do not impose significant
new economic burdens upon such citizens
with respect to such operations with the ef-
fect of preventing the continuation of such
operations on a viable economic basis;

(2) that the extent to which any such inter-
national agreement conforms to the provisions
of paragraph (1) should be determined by the
totality of the provisions of such agreement,
including, but not limited to, the practical im-
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plications for the security of investments of
any discretionary powers granted to an inter-
national regulatory body, the structures and
decisionmaking procedures of such body, the
availability of impartial and effective proce-
dures for the settlement of disputes, and any
features that tend to discriminate against ex-
ploration and commercial recovery activities
undertaken by United States citizens; and

(3) that this chapter should be transitional
pending—

(A) the adoption of an international agree-
ment at the Third United Nations Con-
ference on the Law of the Sea, and the enter-
ing into force of such agreement, or portions
thereof, with respect to the United States,
or

(B) if such adoption is not forthcoming,
the negotiation of a multilateral or other
treaty concerning the deep seabed, and the
entering into force of such treaty with re-
spect to the United States.

(Pub. L. 96-283, title II, §201, June 28, 1980, 94
Stat. 575.)

§ 1442, Effect of international agreement

If an international agreement enters into
force with respect to the United States, any pro-
vision of subchapter I, this subchapter, or sub-
chapter III, and any regulation issued under any
such provision, which is not inconsistent with
such international agreement shall continue in
effect with respect to United States citizens. In
the implementation of such international agree-
ment the Administrator, in consultation with
the Secretary of State, shall make every effort,
to the maximum extent practicable consistent
with the provisions of that agreement, to pro-
vide for the continued operation of exploration
and commercial recovery activities undertaken
by United States citizens prior to entry into
force of the agreement. The Administrator shall
submit to the Congress, within one year after
the date of such entry into force, a report on the
actions taken by the Administrator under this
section, which report shall include, but not be
limited to—

(1) a description of the status of deep seabed
mining operations of United States citizens
under the international agreement; and

(2) an assessment of whether United States
citizens who were engaged in exploration or
commercial recovery on the date such agree-
ment entered into force have been permitted
to continue their operations.

(Pub. L. 96-283, title II, §202, June 28, 1980, 94
Stat. 576.)

§ 1443. Protection of interim investments

In order to further the objectives set forth in
section 1441 of this title, the Administrator, not
more than one year after June 28, 1980—

(1) shall submit to the Congress proposed
legislation necessary for the United States to
implement a system for the protection of in-
terim investments that has been adopted as
part of an international agreement and any
resolution relating to such international
agreement; or
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