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propriate Federal agencies, determines that a 
programmatic environmental impact statement 
is required, the Administrator shall, as soon as 
practicable after June 28, 1980, with respect to 
the areas of the oceans in which any United 
States citizen is expected to undertake explo-
ration and commercial recovery under the au-
thority of this chapter—

(A) prepare and publish draft programmatic 
environmental impact statements which as-
sess the environmental impacts of exploration 
and commercial recovery in such areas; 

(B) afford all interested parties a reasonable 
time after such dates of publication to submit 
comments to the Administrator on such draft 
statements; and 

(C) thereafter prepare (giving full consider-
ation to all comments submitted under sub-
paragraph (B)) and publish final programmatic 
environmental impact statements regarding 
such areas.

(2) With respect to the area of the oceans in 
which exploration and commercial recovery by 
any United States citizen will likely first occur 
under the authority of this chapter, the Admin-
istrator shall prepare a draft and final pro-
grammatic environmental impact statement as 
required under paragraph (1), except that—

(A) the draft programmatic environmental 
impact statement shall be prepared and pub-
lished as soon as practicable but not later 
than 270 days (or such longer period as the Ad-
ministrator may establish for good cause 
shown) after June 28, 1980; and 

(B) the final programmatic environmental 
impact statement shall be prepared and pub-
lished within 180 days (or such longer period as 
the Administrator may establish for good 
cause shown) after the date on which the draft 
statement is published. 

(d) Environmental impact statements on 
issuance of licenses and permits 

The issuance of, but not the certification of an 
application for, any license or permit under this 
subchapter shall be deemed to be a major Fed-
eral action significantly affecting the quality of 
the human environment for purposes of section 
4332 of title 42. In preparing an environmental 
impact statement pursuant to this subsection, 
the Administrator shall consult with the agency 
heads referred to in subsection (b) and shall take 
into account, and give due consideration to, the 
relevant information contained in any applica-
ble studies and any other environmental impact 
statement prepared pursuant to this section. 
Each draft environmental impact statement pre-
pared pursuant to this subsection shall be pub-
lished, with the terms, conditions, and restric-
tions proposed pursuant to section 1415(b) of this 
title, within 180 days (or such longer period as 
the Administrator may establish for good cause 
shown in writing) following the date on which 
the application for the license or permit con-
cerned is certified by the Administrator. Each 
final environmental impact statement shall be 
published 180 days (or such longer period as the 
Administrator may establish for good cause 
shown in writing) following the date on which 
the draft environmental impact statement is 
published. 

(e) Effect on other law 

For the purposes of this chapter, any vessel or 
other floating craft engaged in commercial re-
covery or exploration shall not be deemed to be 
‘‘a vessel or other floating craft’’ under section 
502(12)(B) of the Clean Water Act [33 U.S.C. 
1362(12)(B)] and any discharge of a pollutant 
from such vessel or other floating craft shall be 
subject to the Clean Water Act [33 U.S.C. 1251 et 
seq.]. 

(f) Stable reference areas 

(1) Within one year after June 28, 1980, the Sec-
retary of State shall, in cooperation with the 
Administrator and as part of the international 
consultations pursuant to section 1428(f) of this 
title, negotiate with all nations that are identi-
fied in such subsection for the purpose of estab-
lishing international stable reference areas in 
which no mining shall take place: Provided, how-

ever, That this subsection shall not be construed 
as requiring any substantial withdrawal of deep 
seabed areas from deep seabed mining author-
ized by this chapter. 

(2) Nothing in this chapter shall be construed 
as authorizing the United States to unilaterally 
establish such reference area or areas nor shall 
the United States recognize the unilateral claim 
to such reference area or areas by any State. 

(3) Within four years after June 28, 1980, the 
Secretary of State shall submit a report to Con-
gress on the progress of establishing such stable 
reference areas, including the designation of ap-
propriate zones to insure a representative and 
stable biota of the deep seabed. 

(4) For purposes of this section ‘‘stable ref-
erence areas’’ shall mean an area or areas of the 
deep seabed to be used as a reference zone or 
zones for purposes of resource evaluation and 
environmental assessment of deep seabed min-
ing in which no mining will occur. 

(Pub. L. 96–283, title I, § 109, June 28, 1980, 94 
Stat. 568.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Clean Water Act, referred to in subsec. (e), is act 
June 30, 1948, ch. 758, as amended generally by Pub. L. 
92–500, § 2, Oct. 18, 1972, 86 Stat. 816, also known as the 
Federal Water Pollution Control Act, which is classi-
fied generally to chapter 26 (§ 1251 et seq.) of Title 33, 
Navigation and Navigable Waters. For complete classi-
fication of this Act to the Code, see Short Title note 
set out under section 1251 of Title 33 and Tables.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of authorities, functions, personnel, and 
assets of the Coast Guard, including the authorities 
and functions of the Secretary of Transportation relat-
ing thereto, to the Department of Homeland Security, 
and for treatment of related references, see sections 
468(b), 551(d), 552(d), and 557 of Title 6, Domestic Secu-
rity, and the Department of Homeland Security Reor-
ganization Plan of November 25, 2002, as modified, set 
out as a note under section 542 of Title 6. 

§ 1420. Conservation of natural resources 

For the purpose of conservation of natural re-
sources, each license and permit issued under 
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1 See References in Text note below. 

this subchapter shall contain, as needed, terms, 
conditions, and restrictions which have due re-
gard for the prevention of waste and the future 
opportunity for the commercial recovery of the 
unrecovered balance of the hard mineral re-
sources in the area to which the license or per-
mit applies. In establishing these terms, condi-
tions, and restrictions, the Administrator shall 
consider the state of the technology, the proc-
essing system utilized and the value and poten-
tial use of any waste, the environmental effects 
of the exploration or commercial recovery ac-
tivities, economic and resource data, and the na-
tional need for hard mineral resources. As used 
in this chapter, the term ‘‘conservation of nat-
ural resources’’ is not intended to grant, imply, 
or create any inference of production controls or 
price regulation, in particular those which 
would affect the volume of production, prices, 
profits, markets, or the decision of which min-
erals or metals are to be recovered, except as 
such effects may be incidental to actions taken 
pursuant to this section. 

(Pub. L. 96–283, title I, § 110, June 28, 1980, 94 
Stat. 570.) 

§ 1421. Prevention of interference with other 
uses of the high seas 

Each license and permit issued under this sub-
chapter shall include such restrictions as may 
be necessary and appropriate to ensure that ex-
ploration or commercial recovery activities con-
ducted by the licensee or permittee do not un-
reasonably interfere with the interests of other 
states in their exercise of the freedoms of the 
high seas, as recognized under general principles 
of international law. 

(Pub. L. 96–283, title I, § 111, June 28, 1980, 94 
Stat. 571.) 

§ 1422. Safety of life and property at sea 

(a) Conditions regarding vessels 

The Secretary of the department in which the 
Coast Guard is operating, in consultation with 
the Administrator, shall require in any license 
or permit issued under this subchapter, in con-
formity with principles of international law, 
that vessels documented under the laws of the 
United States and used in activities authorized 
under the license or permit comply with condi-
tions regarding the design, construction, alter-
ation, repair, equipment, operation, manning, 
and maintenance relating to vessel and crew 
safety and the promotion of safety of life and 
property at sea. 

(b) Applicability of other laws 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
any vessel described in subsection (a) shall be 
subject to the provisions of chapter 51 of title 46, 
and to the provisions of titles 52 and 53 of the 
Revised Statutes and all Acts amendatory 
thereof or supplementary thereto. 

(Pub. L. 96–283, title I, § 112, June 28, 1980, 94 
Stat. 571.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Title 52 of the Revised Statutes, referred to in subsec. 
(b), consisted of R.S. §§ 4399 to 4500, which were classi-

fied to sections 170, 214, 215, 222, 224, 224a, 226, 228, 229, 
230 to 234, 239, 240, 361, 362, 364, 371 to 373, 375 to 382, 384, 
385, 391, 391a, 392 to 394, 399 to 404, 405 to 416, 435 to 440, 
451 to 453, 460, 461 to 463, 464, 466, 467 to 482, and 489 to 
498 of former Title 46, Shipping. For complete classi-
fication of R.S. §§ 4399 to 4500 to the Code, see Tables. 
A majority of such sections of the Revised Statutes 
were repealed and various provisions thereof were reen-
acted in Title 46, Shipping, by Pub. L. 98–89, Aug. 26, 
1983, 97 Stat. 500. For disposition of sections of former 
Title 46 into revised Title 46, see Disposition Table pre-
ceding section 101 of Title 46. 

Title 53 of the Revised Statutes, referred to in subsec. 
(b), consisted of R.S. §§ 4501 to 4612, which were classi-
fied to sections 541 to 543, 545 to 549, 561, 562, 564 to 571, 
574 to 578, 591 to 597, 600, 602 to 605, 621 to 628, 641 to 643, 
644, 645, 651 to 660, 661 to 669, 674 to 679, 681 to 687, 701 
to 710, and 711 to 713 of former Title 46, Shipping. For 
complete classification of R.S. §§ 4501 to 4612 to the 
Code, see Tables. A majority of such sections of the Re-
vised Statutes were repealed and various provisions 
thereof were reenacted in Title 46, Shipping, by Pub. L. 
98–89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 500. For disposition of sec-
tions of former Title 46 into revised Title 46, see Dis-
position Table preceding section 101 of Title 46. 

CODIFICATION 

In subsec. (b), ‘‘chapter 51 of title 46’’ substituted for 
‘‘the International Voyage Load Line Act of 1973’’ on 
authority of Pub. L. 99–509, title V, § 5103(b), Oct. 21, 
1986, 100 Stat. 1927, section 5101 of which enacted parts 
C and J of subtitle II of Title 46, Shipping.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of authorities, functions, personnel, and 
assets of the Coast Guard, including the authorities 
and functions of the Secretary of Transportation relat-
ing thereto, to the Department of Homeland Security, 
and for treatment of related references, see sections 
468(b), 551(d), 552(d), and 557 of Title 6, Domestic Secu-
rity, and the Department of Homeland Security Reor-
ganization Plan of November 25, 2002, as modified, set 
out as a note under section 542 of Title 6. 

§ 1423. Records, audits, and public disclosure 

(a) Records and audits 

(1) Each licensee and permittee shall keep 
such records, consistent with standard account-
ing principles, as the Administrator shall by 
regulation prescribe. Such records shall include 
information which will fully disclose expendi-
tures for exploration and commercial recovery, 
including processing, of hard mineral resources, 
and such other information as will facilitate an 
effective audit of such expenditures. 

(2) The Administrator and the Comptroller 
General of the United States, or any of their 
duly authorized representatives, shall have ac-
cess, for purposes of audit and examination, to 
any books, documents, papers, and records of li-
censees and permittees which are necessary and 
directly pertinent to verify the expenditures re-
ferred to in paragraph (1). 

(b) Submission of data and information 

Each licensee and permittee shall be required 
to submit to the Administrator such data or 
other information as the Administrator may 
reasonably need for purposes of making deter-
minations with respect to the issuance, revoca-
tion, modification, or suspension of any license 
or permit; compliance with the reporting re-
quirement contained in section 1469 1 of this 
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