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SUBCHAPTER II—INTERIM MANDATORY HEALTH 
STANDARDS 

841. Mandatory health standards for underground 
mines; enforcement; review; purpose. 

842. Dust concentration and respiratory equip-
ment. 

843. Medical examinations. 
844. Rock dust and gas hazards; controls. 
845. Dust standards in presence of quartz. 
846. Noise standards; promulgation of new stand-

ards; tests; procedures; protective devices. 

SUBCHAPTER III—INTERIM MANDATORY SAFETY 
STANDARDS FOR UNDERGROUND COAL MINES 

861. Mandatory safety standards for underground 
mines. 

862. Roof support. 
863. Ventilation. 
864. Combustible materials and rock dusting. 
865. Electrical equipment. 
866. Trailing cables. 
867. Grounding of equipment. 
868. Underground high-voltage distribution. 
869. Underground low- and medium-voltage alter-

nating current circuits. 
870. Trolley wires and trolley feeder wires. 
871. Fire protection. 
872. Maps. 
873. Blasting and explosives. 
874. Hoisting and mantrips. 
875. Emergency shelters; construction; contents; 

implementation plans. 
876. Communication facilities; locations and 

emergency response plans. 
877. General safety provisions. 
878. Definitions. 

SUBCHAPTER IV—BLACK LUNG BENEFITS 

PART A—GENERAL PROVISIONS 

901. Congressional findings and declaration of pur-
pose; short title. 

902. Definitions. 
903. Field offices. 
904. Repealed. 

PART B—CLAIMS FOR BENEFITS FILED ON OR BEFORE 
DECEMBER 31, 1973

921. Regulations and presumptions. 
922. Payment of benefits. 
923. Filing of notice of claim. 
924. Time for filing claims. 
924a. Repealed. 
925. Procedure for the determination of claims 

during transition period. 

PART C—CLAIMS FOR BENEFITS AFTER DECEMBER 31, 
1973

931. Benefits under State workmen’s compensa-
tion laws. 

932. Failure to meet workmen’s compensation re-
quirements. 

932a. Appointment of qualified individuals to hear 
and determine claims for benefits. 

933. Duties of operators in States not qualifying 
under workmen’s compensation laws. 

934. ‘‘Fund’’ defined; liability of operators to 
United States for repayments to fund; pro-
cedures applicable; rate of interest. 

934a. Repealed. 
935. Utilization of services of State and local 

agencies. 
936. Regulations and reports. 
937. Contracts and grants. 
938. Miners suffering from pneumoconiosis; dis-

crimination prohibited. 
939. Authorization of appropriations. 
940. Applicability of amendments to part B of this 

subchapter to this part. 

Sec. 

941. Penalty for false statements or representa-
tions. 

942. Miner benefit entitlement reports; penalty 
for failure or refusal to file. 

943. Black lung insurance program. 
944. Statement of reasons for denial of claim. 
945. Repealed. 

SUBCHAPTER V—ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS 

951. Studies and research. 
951a. Health, Safety, and Mining Technology Re-

search program. 
952. Training and education. 
953. Assistance to States. 
954. Appointment of administrative personnel and 

inspectors; qualifications; training pro-
grams. 

955. State laws. 
956. Applicability of administrative procedure 

provisions. 
957. Promulgation of regulations. 
958. Annual reports to Congress; contents. 
959. Study of coordination of Federal and State 

activities; report. 
960. Limitation on issuance of temporary re-

straining order or preliminary injunction. 
961. Functions transferred under 1977 amend-

ments. 
962. Acceptance of contributions and prosecution 

of projects; cooperative programs to pro-
mote health and safety education and train-
ing; recognition and funding of Joseph A. 
Holmes Safety Association; use of funds for 
costs of mine rescue and survival oper-
ations. 

963. Technical Study Panel. 
964. Scholarships. 
965. Brookwood-Sago Mine Safety Grants. 
966. Retention of fees. 

§ 801. Congressional findings and declaration of 
purpose 

Congress declares that—
(a) the first priority and concern of all in the 

coal or other mining industry must be the 
health and safety of its most precious re-
source—the miner; 

(b) deaths and serious injuries from unsafe 
and unhealthful conditions and practices in 
the coal or other mines cause grief and suf-
fering to the miners and to their families; 

(c) there is an urgent need to provide more 
effective means and measures for improving 
the working conditions and practices in the 
Nation’s coal or other mines in order to pre-
vent death and serious physical harm, and in 
order to prevent occupational diseases origi-
nating in such mines; 

(d) the existence of unsafe and unhealthful 
conditions and practices in the Nation’s coal 
or other mines is a serious impediment to the 
future growth of the coal or other mining in-
dustry and cannot be tolerated; 

(e) the operators of such mines with the as-
sistance of the miners have the primary re-
sponsibility to prevent the existence of such 
conditions and practices in such mines; 

(f) the disruption of production and the loss 
of income to operators and miners as a result 
of coal or other mine accidents or occupation-
ally caused diseases unduly impedes and bur-
dens commerce; and 

(g) it is the purpose of this chapter (1) to es-
tablish interim mandatory health and safety 
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