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Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2008 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 110-336 effective as if included
in the enactment of the National Film Preservation
Act of 1996, Pub. L. 104-285, title I, see section 3(a)(1)(C)
of Pub. L. 110-336, set out as a note under section 179v
of this title.

EFFECTIVE DATE EXTENSION

Pub. L. 108-447, div. G, title I, §1205(a), Dec. 8, 2004, 118
Stat. 3189, provided that title I of Pub. L. 104-285, which
enacted sections 1797 to 179w of this title and repealed
sections 179 to 179k of this title and provisions set out
as a note under section 179 of this title, was to be effec-
tive through fiscal year 2005, notwithstanding former
provision of this section which provided that title I was
effective for only 7 years beginning on Oct. 11, 1996.

§180. Legislative information retrieval system
(a) Purpose

The purpose of this section is to reduce the
cost of information support for the Congress by
eliminating duplication among systems which
provide electronic access by Congress to legisla-
tive information.

(b) “Legislative information” defined

As used in this section, the term ‘‘legislative
information” means information, prepared with-
in the legislative branch, consisting of the text
of publicly available bills, amendments, com-
mittee hearings, and committee reports, the
text of the Congressional Record, data relating
to bill status, data relating to legislative activ-
ity, and other similar public information that is
directly related to the legislative process.

(c) Development of single system to serve entire
Congress

Pursuant to the plan approved under sub-
section (d) and consistent with the provisions of
any other law, the Library of Congress or the
entity designated by that plan shall develop and
maintain, in coordination with other appro-
priate entities of the legislative branch, a single
legislative information retrieval system to serve
the entire Congress.

(d) Development and approval of plan

The Library shall develop a plan for creation
of this system, taking into consideration the
findings and recommendations of the study di-
rected by House Report No. 103-517 to identify
and eliminate redundancies in congressional in-
formation systems. This plan must be approved
by the Committee on Rules and Administration
of the Senate, the Committee on House Over-
sight of the House of Representatives, and the
Committees on Appropriations of the Senate
and the House of Representatives. The Library
shall provide these committees with regular sta-
tus reports on the development of the plan.

(e) Availability of information to public

In formulating its plan, the Library shall ex-
amine issues regarding efficient ways to make
this information available to the public. This
analysis shall be submitted to the Committees
on Appropriations of the Senate and the House
of Representatives as well as the Committee on
Rules and Administration of the Senate, and the
Committee on House Oversight of the House of
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Representatives for their consideration and pos-
sible action.

(Pub. L. 104-53, title II, §209, Nov. 19, 1995, 109
Stat. 532.)
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CHANGE OF NAME

Committee on House Oversight of House of Rep-
resentatives changed to Committee on House Adminis-
tration of House of Representatives by House Resolu-
tion No. 5, One Hundred Sixth Congress, Jan. 6, 1999.

§181. Program for exchange of information
among legislative branch agencies

(a) On September 16, 1996, there shall be estab-
lished a program for providing the widest pos-
sible exchange of information among legislative
branch agencies with the long-range goal of im-
proving information technology planning and
evaluation. The Committee on House Oversight
of the House of Representatives and the Com-
mittee on Rules and Administration of the Sen-
ate are requested to determine the structure and
operation of this program and to provide appro-
priate oversight. All of the appropriate offices
and agencies of the legislative branch as defined
below shall participate in this program for infor-
mation exchange, and shall report annually on
the extent and nature of their participation in
their budget submissions to the Committee on
Appropriations of the House of Representatives
and the Committee on Appropriations of the
Senate.

(b) As used in this section—

(1) the term ‘‘offices and agencies of the leg-
islative branch” means, the office of the Clerk
of the House, the office of the Secretary of the
Senate, the office of the Architect of the Cap-
itol, the Government Accountability Office,
the Government Publishing Office, the Library
of Congress, the Congressional Research Serv-
ice, the Congressional Budget Office, the Chief
Administrative Officer of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and the Sergeant at Arms of the
Senate; and

(2) the term ‘‘technology’’ refers to any form
of computer hardware and software; computer-
based systems, services, and support for the
creation, processing, exchange, and delivery of
information; and telecommunications sys-
tems, and the associated hardware and soft-
ware, that provide for voice, data, or image
communication.

(Pub. L. 104-197, title III, §314, Sept. 16, 1996, 110
Stat. 2415; Pub. L. 108-271, §8(b), July 7, 2004, 118
Stat. 814; Pub. L. 113-235, div. H, title I, §1301(b),
Dec. 16, 2014, 128 Stat. 2537.)

Editorial Notes

AMENDMENTS
2004—Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 108-271 substituted ‘“‘Gov-
ernment Accountability Office’’ for ‘‘General Account-
ing Office”.
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Committee on House Oversight of House of Rep-
resentatives changed to Committee on House Adminis-
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