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Sec. 

1881b. Regulations and procedures. 

1881c. Authorization of appropriations. 

1881d. Effective date.

SUBCHAPTER I—GENERAL 

§ 1801. Repealed. Pub. L. 118–31, div. E, title LVII, 
§ 5702(d)(1), Dec. 22, 2023, 137 Stat. 960

Section, Pub. L. 101–163, title III, § 319, Nov. 21, 1989, 

103 Stat. 1068; Pub. L. 104–19, title I, § 701, July 27, 1995, 

109 Stat. 220, related to appointment of Architect of the 

Capitol by the President by and with the advice and 

consent of the Senate for a term of 10 years. See sec-

tion 1801a of this title.

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section was classified to section 162–1 of former Title 

40, prior to the enactment of Title 40, Public Buildings, 

Property, and Works, by Pub. L. 107–217, § 1, Aug. 21, 

2002, 116 Stat. 1062. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Act Aug. 15, 1876, ch. 287, 19 Stat. 147, transferred du-

ties relative to the Capitol theretofore performed by 

Commissioner of Public Buildings and Grounds to Ar-

chitect of the Capitol. 

Act Mar. 2, 1867, ch. 167, § 2, 14 Stat. 466, abolished of-

fice of Commissioner of Public Buildings and Grounds 

referred to in section 1811 of this title, and transferred 

the duties of that office to the Chief of Engineers of the 

Army. 

Act Sept. 30, 1850, ch. 90, § 1, 9 Stat. 538, made appro-

priation for ‘‘the extension of the Capitol’’ according to 

the plan as might be approved by the President, to be 

expended under his direction, ‘‘by such architect as he 

may appoint to execute the same.’’ Subsequent acts 

frequently referred to the Architect of the Capitol or to 

the Architect of the Capitol Extension. 

Act Mar. 3, 1829, ch. 51, § 2, 4 Stat. 363, authorized 

President to continue office of Architect of the Capitol 

long enough to complete work in progress. 

Act May 2, 1828, ch. 45, § 3, 4 Stat. 266, abolished office 

of Architect of the Capitol. The duties of that office 

were transferred to Commissioner of Public Buildings 

and Grounds, appointed by President under act April 

29, 1816, ch. 150, § 2, 3 Stat. 324, to succeed a previously 

existing board of three commissioners of Public Build-

ings and Grounds.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

CHANGE OF NAME 

The name of Superintendent of the Capitol Building 

and Grounds was changed to Architect of the Capitol 

by Act Mar. 3, 1921, ch. 124, 41 Stat. 1291, the Legisla-

tive, Executive, and Judicial Appropriation Act Mar. 3, 

1921, fiscal year 1922. 

The name of Architect of the Capitol was changed to 

Superintendent of the Capitol Building and Grounds, by 

act Feb. 14, 1902, ch. 17, 32 Stat. 20, popularly known as 

the ‘‘Urgent Deficiency Appropriation Act for 1902’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL 

Repeal applicable with respect to appointments made 

on or after Dec. 22, 2023, see section 1801a(e) of this 

title. 

SHORT TITLE OF 2023 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 118–31, div. E, title LVII, § 5701, Dec. 22, 2023, 

137 Stat. 960, provided that: ‘‘This title [enacting sec-

tions 1801a and 1805a of this title, amending sections 

1805 and 1811 of this title, and repealing this section and 

section 1804 of this title] may be cited as the ‘Architect 

of the Capitol Appointment Act of 2023’.’’

SHORT TITLE OF 2016 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 114–156, § 1, May 16, 2016, 130 Stat. 391, provided 

that: ‘‘This Act [enacting subchapter V of this chapter] 

may be cited as the ‘Fallen Heroes Flag Act of 2016’.’’

COMPREHENSIVE MANAGEMENT STUDY AND RESPONSE 

Pub. L. 107–68, title I, § 129(d), Nov. 12, 2001, 115 Stat. 

580, required the Comptroller General to conduct a 

comprehensive management study of the operations of 

the Architect of the Capitol by Nov. 1, 2002, and re-

quired the Architect of the Capitol to develop and sub-

mit a management improvement plan. 

ACCOUNTING AND FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT SYSTEM 

Pub. L. 107–68, title I, § 132, Nov. 12, 2001, 115 Stat. 581, 

which directed the Architect of the Capitol to develop 

and maintain an accounting and financial management 

system, including financial reporting and internal con-

trols, was from the Legislative Branch Appropriations 

Act, 2002. 

§ 1801a. Appointment and term of service of Ar-
chitect of the Capitol 

(a) Appointment 

The Architect of the Capitol shall be ap-
pointed, without regard to political affiliation 
and solely on the basis of fitness to perform the 
duties of the office, upon a majority vote of a 
congressional commission (referred to in this 
section as the ‘‘commission’’) consisting of the 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, the 
majority leader of the Senate, the minority 
leaders of the House of Representatives and Sen-
ate, the chair and ranking minority member of 
the Committee on Appropriations of the House 
of Representatives, the chairman and ranking 
minority member of the Committee on Appro-
priations of the Senate, the chair and ranking 
minority member of the Committee on House 
Administration of the House of Representatives, 
and the chairman and ranking minority member 
of the Committee on Rules and Administration 
of the Senate. 

(b) Term of service 

The Architect of the Capitol shall be ap-
pointed for a term of 10 years and, upon a major-
ity vote of the members of the commission, may 
be reappointed for additional 10-year terms. 

(c) Removal 

The Architect of the Capitol may be removed 
from office at any time upon a majority vote of 
the members of the commission. 

(d) Omitted 

(e) Effective date 

This section, and the amendments made by 
this section, shall apply with respect to appoint-
ments made on or after December 22, 2023. 

(Pub. L. 118–31, div. E, title LVII, § 5702, Dec. 22, 
2023, 137 Stat. 960.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

For the amendments made by this section, referred to 

in subsec. (e), see Codification note below. 

CODIFICATION 

Section is comprised of section 5702 of Pub. L. 118–31. 

Subsec. (d)(1) of section 5702 of Pub. L. 118–31 repealed 
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section 1801 of this title. Subsec. (d)(2) of section 5702 of 

Pub. L. 118–31 amended section 1811 of this title. 

§ 1802. Compensation 

The compensation of the Architect of the Cap-
itol shall be at an annual rate which is equal to 
the annual rate of basic pay for level II of the 
Executive Schedule under section 5313 of title 5. 

(Pub. L. 96–146, § 1, formerly § 1(1), Dec. 14, 1979, 
93 Stat. 1086; Pub. L. 107–68, title I, § 129(a), Nov. 
12, 2001, 115 Stat. 579; renumbered § 1 and amend-
ed Pub. L. 116–94, div. E, title II, § 212(a)(3)(D), 
Dec. 20, 2019, 133 Stat. 2775; Pub. L. 117–103, div. 
I, title II, § 212(a), Mar. 15, 2022, 136 Stat. 526.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section was classified to section 162a of former Title 

40, prior to the enactment of Title 40, Public Buildings, 

Property, and Works, by Pub. L. 107–217, § 1, Aug. 21, 

2002, 116 Stat. 1062. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Prior provisions prescribing the annual rate of com-

pensation of the Architect of the Capitol were con-

tained in the following prior sections 162a of former 

Title 40, Public Buildings, Property, and Works: 

Pub. L. 88–426, title II, § 203(c), Aug. 14, 1964, 78 Stat. 

415; Pub. L. 90–206, title II, § 219(2), Dec. 16, 1967, 81 Stat. 

639; Pub. L. 94–82, title II, § 204(b), Aug. 9, 1975, 89 Stat. 

421, which was omitted as superseded by Pub. L. 96–146, 

§ 1(1). 

Acts Oct. 15, 1949, ch. 695, § 5(a), 63 Stat. 880; Aug. 5, 

1955, ch. 568, § 101, 69 Stat. 515, which was repealed by 

Pub. L. 89–554, § 8(a), Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 655. 

AMENDMENTS 

2022—Pub. L. 117–103 substituted ‘‘the annual rate of 

basic pay for level II of the Executive Schedule under 

section 5313 of title 5.’’ for ‘‘the maximum rate of pay 

in effect under section 4575(f) of this title.’’

2019—Pub. L. 116–94 amended section generally. Prior 

to amendment, text read as follows: ‘‘The compensa-

tion of the Architect of the Capitol shall be at an an-

nual rate which is equal to the lesser of the annual sal-

ary for the Sergeant at Arms of the House of Rep-

resentatives or the annual salary for the Sergeant at 

Arms and Doorkeeper of the Senate.’’

2001—Pub. L. 107–68, which directed amendment of 

‘‘Section 203(c) of the Federal Legislative Salary Act of 

1964 (40 U.S.C. 162a)’’ by striking ‘‘the annual rate of 

basic pay’’ and all that follows and inserting ‘‘the less-

er of the annual salary for the Sergeant at Arms of the 

House of Representatives or the annual salary for the 

Sergeant at Arms and Doorkeeper of the Senate.’’, was 

executed by substituting the new language for ‘‘the an-

nual rate of basic pay payable for positions at level III 

of the Executive Schedule under section 5314 of title 5’’ 

in this section, which is section 1(1) of Pub. L. 96–146, 

to reflect the probable intent of Congress.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2022 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 117–103, div. I, title II, § 212(c), Mar. 15, 2022, 

136 Stat. 527, provided that: ‘‘This section [amending 

this section and section 1902 of this title] and the 

amendments made by this section shall take effect on 

the first day of the first applicable pay period begin-

ning on or after the date of enactment of this Act [Mar. 

15, 2022].’’

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2019 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 116–94 effective on the later of 

the first day of the first applicable pay period begin-

ning on or after Jan. 1, 2020, or the first day of the first 

applicable pay period beginning on or after Dec. 20, 

2019, see section 212(c) of Pub. L. 116–94, set out as a 

note under section 282b of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2001 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 107–68, title I, § 129(e), Nov. 12, 2001, 115 Stat. 

580, provided that: ‘‘Except as provided in subsections 

(c)(2) and (d) [enacting provisions set out as notes 

under sections 1801 and 1849 of this title], this section 

[amending this section and section 1849 of this title and 

enacting provisions set out as notes under sections 

1801, 1848, and 1849 of this title] and the amendments 

made by this section shall apply with respect to pay pe-

riods beginning on or after October 1, 2001.’’

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Pub. L. 96–146, § 2, Dec. 14, 1979, 93 Stat. 1086, provided 

that: ‘‘The provisions of this Act [enacting this section 

and section 166b of former Title 40, Public Buildings, 

Property, and Works] shall take effect on the first day 

of the first applicable pay period commencing on or 

after the date of the enactment of this Act [Dec. 14, 

1979].’’

SALARY INCREASES 

1987—Salary of Architect increased to $82,500 per 

annum, on recommendation of the President of the 

United States, see note set out under section 358 of this 

title. 

1977—Salary of Architect increased to $50,000 per 

annum, on recommendation of the President of the 

United States, see note set out under section 358 of this 

title. 

1969—Salary of Architect increased to $38,000 per 

annum, on recommendation of the President of the 

United States, see note set out under section 358 of this 

title. 

§ 1803. Delegation of authority 

The Architect of the Capitol may delegate the 
duties and authorities of the Architect to offi-
cers and employees of the Office of the Architect 
of the Capitol, as the Architect determines ap-
propriate. 

(Aug. 5, 1955, ch. 568, 69 Stat. 515; Pub. L. 108–7, 
div. H, title I, § 1205, Feb. 20, 2003, 117 Stat. 375; 
Pub. L. 116–260, div. O, title VII, § 701(a), Dec. 27, 
2020, 134 Stat. 2154.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section was classified to section 163b of former Title 

40, prior to the enactment of Title 40, Public Buildings, 

Property, and Works, by Pub. L. 107–217, § 1, Aug. 21, 

2002, 116 Stat. 1062. 

Section is from the Legislative Branch Appropriation 

Act, 1956. 

AMENDMENTS 

2020—Pub. L. 116–260 substituted ‘‘delegate the duties 

and authorities of the Architect to officers and employ-

ees of the Office of the Architect of the Capitol, as the 

Architect determines appropriate’’ for ‘‘delegate to the 

assistants of the Architect such authority of the Archi-

tect as the Architect may determine proper, except 

those authorities, duties, and responsibilities specifi-

cally assigned to the Deputy Architect of the Capitol 

by the Legislative Branch Appropriations Act, 2003’’. 

2003—Pub. L. 108–7 substituted ‘‘Architect of the Cap-

itol may delegate to the assistants of the Architect 

such authority of the Architect as the Architect may 

determine proper, except those authorities, duties, and 

responsibilities specifically assigned to the Deputy Ar-

chitect of the Capitol by the Legislative Branch Appro-
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priations Act, 2003’’ for ‘‘Architect of the Capitol is au-

thorized on and after August 5, 1955, to delegate to the 

Assistant Architect and other assistants such author-

ity of the Architect as he may deem proper’’. 

§ 1804. Repealed. Pub. L. 118–31, div. E, title LVII, 
§ 5704(d), Dec. 22, 2023, 137 Stat. 962

Section, Pub. L. 91–382, Aug. 18, 1970, 84 Stat. 817; Pub. 

L. 101–163, title I, § 106(d), Nov. 21, 1989, 103 Stat. 1057; 

Pub. L. 108–7, div. H, title I, § 1204, Feb. 20, 2003, 117 

Stat. 374, provided that the Deputy Architect of the 

Capitol would act as Architect of the Capitol during 

the absence or disability of that official or whenever 

there was no Architect. See section 1805a of this title.

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section was classified to section 164a of former Title 

40, prior to the enactment of Title 40, Public Buildings, 

Property, and Works, by Pub. L. 107–217, § 1, Aug. 21, 

2002, 116 Stat. 1062. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Provisions similar to those in this section were con-

tained in the following prior appropriation acts: 

Pub. L. 87–730, Oct. 2, 1962, 76 Stat. 688. 

Pub. L. 87–130, Aug. 10, 1961, 75 Stat. 329. 

Pub. L. 86–628, July 12, 1960, 74 Stat. 455. 

Pub. L. 86–176, Aug. 21, 1959, 73 Stat. 407. 

Pub. L. 85–570, July 31, 1958, 72 Stat. 448. 

Pub. L. 85–75, July 1, 1957, 71 Stat. 251. 

June 27, 1956, ch. 453, 70 Stat. 365. 

Aug. 5, 1955, ch. 568, 69 Stat. 515. 

July 2, 1954, ch. 455, title I, 68 Stat. 405. 

Aug. 1, 1953, ch. 304, title I, 67 Stat. 327. 

July 9, 1952, ch. 598, 66 Stat. 472. 

Oct. 11, 1951, ch. 485, 65 Stat. 396. 

Sept. 6, 1950, ch. 896, Ch. II, 64 Stat. 602. 

June 22, 1949, ch. 235, 63 Stat. 224. 

June 14, 1948, ch. 467, 62 Stat. 430. 

July 17, 1947, ch. 262, 61 Stat. 369. 

July 1, 1946, ch. 530, 60 Stat. 400. 

May 18, 1946, ch. 263, title I, 60 Stat. 185. 

June 13, 1945, ch. 189, 59 Stat. 251. 

June 26, 1944, ch. 277, title I, 58 Stat. 346. 

June 28, 1943, ch. 173, title I, 57 Stat. 232. 

June 8, 1942, ch. 396, 56 Stat. 341. 

July 1, 1941, ch. 268, 55 Stat. 457. 

June 18, 1940, ch. 396, 54 Stat. 472. 

June 16, 1939, ch. 208, 53 Stat. 831. 

May 17, 1938, ch. 236, 52 Stat. 390. 

May 18, 1937, ch. 223, 50 Stat. 179. 

Apr. 17, 1936, ch. 233, 49 Stat. 1224. 

July 8, 1935, ch. 374, 49 Stat. 469. 

May 30, 1934, ch. 372, 48 Stat. 826. 

Feb. 28, 1933, ch. 134, 47 Stat. 1360. 

June 30, 1932, ch. 314, 47 Stat. 391. 

Feb. 20, 1931, ch. 234, 46 Stat. 1183. 

June 6, 1930, ch. 407, 46 Stat. 513. 

§ 1805. Deputy Architect of the Capitol 

(a) Establishment of Deputy Architect of the 
Capitol 

The Architect of the Capitol (in this section 
referred to as the ‘‘Architect’’) shall appoint a 
suitable individual to be the Deputy Architect 
of the Capitol (in this section referred to as the 
‘‘Deputy Architect’’). The Architect may dele-
gate to the Deputy Architect such duties as the 
Architect determines are necessary or appro-
priate. 

(b) Deadline 

The Architect shall appoint a Deputy Archi-
tect under subsection (a) not later than 120 days 
after—

(1) the date on which the Architect is ap-
pointed under section 1801a of this title, if 
there is no Deputy Architect on the date of 
the appointment; or 

(2) the date on which a vacancy arises in the 
office of the Deputy Architect. 

(c) Compensation 

The Deputy Architect shall be paid at an an-
nual rate of pay to be determined by the Archi-
tect but not to exceed $1,500 less than the annual 
rate of pay for the Architect. 

(d) Failure to appoint 

If the Architect does not appoint a Deputy Ar-
chitect on or before the applicable date specified 
in subsection (b), the congressional commission 
described in section 1801a(a) of this title shall 
appoint the Deputy Architect by a majority 
vote of the members of the commission. 

(e) Notification 

If the position of Deputy Architect becomes 
vacant, the Architect shall immediately notify 
the members of the congressional commission 
described in section 1801a(a) of this title. 

(Pub. L. 108–7, div. H, title I, § 1203, Feb. 20, 2003, 
117 Stat. 373; Pub. L. 108–11, title II, § 2601(a), 
Apr. 16, 2003, 117 Stat. 599; Pub. L. 108–271, § 8(b), 
July 7, 2004, 118 Stat. 814; Pub. L. 111–316, § 1(b), 
Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3452; Pub. L. 116–260, div. 
O, title VII, § 701(b), Dec. 27, 2020, 134 Stat. 2154; 
Pub. L. 118–31, div. E, title LVII, § 5703, Dec. 22, 
2023, 137 Stat. 961.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section is from the Legislative Branch Appropria-

tions Act, 2003, which is div. H of Pub. L. 108–7. 

AMENDMENTS 

2023—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 118–31, § 5703(1), inserted ‘‘(in 

this section referred to as the ‘Architect’)’’ after ‘‘The 

Architect of the Capitol’’ and ‘‘(in this section referred 

to as the ‘Deputy Architect’)’’ after ‘‘Deputy Architect 

of the Capitol’’. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 118–31, § 5703(3), added subsec. (b). 

Former subsec. (b) redesignated (c). 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 118–31, § 5703(2), (4), redesignated 

subsec. (b) as (c) and struck out ‘‘of the Capitol’’ after 

‘‘The Deputy Architect’’ and after ‘‘pay for the Archi-

tect’’. 

Subsecs. (d), (e). Pub. L. 118–31, § 5703(5), added sub-

secs. (d) and (e). 

2020—Pub. L. 116–260, § 701(b)(1), substituted ‘‘Capitol’’ 

for ‘‘Capitol/Chief Operating Officer’’ in section catch-

line. 

Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 116–260, § 701(b)(2), inserted text of 

subsec. (a) and struck out former text of subsec. (a) 

which read as follows: ‘‘There shall be a Deputy Archi-

tect of the Capitol who shall serve as the Chief Oper-

ating Officer of the Office of the Architect of the Cap-

itol. The Deputy Architect of the Capitol shall be ap-

pointed by the Architect of the Capitol and shall report 

directly to the Architect of the Capitol and shall be 

subject to the authority of the Architect of the Capitol. 

The Architect of the Capitol shall appoint the Deputy 

Architect of the Capitol not later than 180 days after 

February 20, 2003. The Architect of the Capitol shall 

consult with the Comptroller General or his designee 

before making the appointment.’’

Subsecs. (b) to (h). Pub. L. 116–260, § 701(b)(3), (4), re-

designated subsec. (h) as (b) and struck out former sub-

secs. (b) to (g) which related to Deputy Architect quali-



Page 381 TITLE 2—THE CONGRESS § 1808

fications and responsibilities, submission of an action 

plan and annual evaluation of its implementation, and 

removal of the Deputy Architect. 
Subsecs. (i), (j). Pub. L. 116–260, § 702(b)(5), struck out 

subsecs. (i) and (j) which required the Deputy Architect 

to prepare and transmit an annual performance report 

and terminated the role of the Comptroller General and 

the Government Accountability Office in this section 

as of Oct. 1, 2006. 
2010—Subsec. (e)(3). Pub. L. 111–316 struck out par. (3). 

Text read as follows: ‘‘Notwithstanding section 1849(a) 

of this title, as amended by section 129(c) of the Legis-

lative Branch Appropriations Act, 2002, the Architect of 

the Capitol may fix the rate of basic pay for not more 

than 3 additional positions at a rate not to exceed the 

highest total rate of pay for the Senior Executive Serv-

ice under subchapter VIII of chapter 53 of title 5 for the 

locality involved.’’
2004—Subsecs. (f), (j). Pub. L. 108–271 substituted 

‘‘Government Accountability Office’’ for ‘‘General Ac-

counting Office’’. 
2003—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 108–11, substituted ‘‘not 

later than 180 days’’ for ‘‘not later than 90 days’’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2010 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 111–316, § 1(c), Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3452, pro-

vided that: ‘‘The amendments made by this section 

[amending this section and section 1849 of this title] 

shall apply with respect to pay periods beginning on or 

after the date of the enactment of this Act [Dec. 18, 

2010].’’

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2003 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 108–11, title II, § 2601(b), Apr. 16, 2003, 117 Stat. 

599, provided that: ‘‘The amendment made by sub-

section (a) [amending this section] shall take effect as 

if included in the enactment of the Legislative Branch 

Appropriations Act, 2003 [Pub. L. 108–7, div. H].’’

§ 1805a. Deputy Architect of the Capitol to serve 
as acting in case of absence, disability, or va-
cancy 

(a) In general 

The Deputy Architect of the Capitol (in this 
section referred to as the ‘‘Deputy Architect’’) 
shall act as Architect of the Capitol (in this sec-
tion referred to as the ‘‘Architect’’) if the Archi-
tect is absent or disabled or there is no Archi-
tect. 

(b) Absence, disability, or vacancy in Office of 
Deputy Architect 

For purposes of subsection (a), if the Deputy 
Architect is also absent or disabled or there is 
no Deputy Architect, the congressional commis-
sion described in section 1801a(a) of this title 
shall designate, by a majority vote of the mem-
bers of the commission, an individual to serve as 
acting Architect until—

(1) the end of the absence or disability of the 
Architect or the Deputy Architect; or 

(2) in the case of vacancies in both positions, 
an Architect has been appointed under section 
1801a(a) of this title. 

(c) Authority 

An officer serving as acting Architect under 
subsection (a) or (b) shall perform all the duties 
and exercise all the authorities of the Architect, 
including the authority to delegate the duties 
and authorities of the Architect in accordance 
with section 1803 of this title. 

(Pub. L. 118–31, div. E, title LVII, § 5704, Dec. 22, 
2023, 137 Stat. 961.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section is comprised of section 5704 of Pub. L. 118–31. 

Subsec. (d) of section 5704 of Pub. L. 118–31 repealed sec-

tion 1804 of this title. 

§ 1806. Repealed. Pub. L. 110–437, title II, 
§ 202(e)(2), Oct. 20, 2008, 122 Stat. 4987

Section, Pub. L. 110–28, title VI, § 6701, May 25, 2007, 

121 Stat. 182, related to Chief Executive Officer for Vis-

itor Services. 

§ 1807. Repealed. Pub. L. 110–437, title II, 
§ 204(b)(2), Oct. 20, 2008, 122 Stat. 4988

Section, Pub. L. 110–161, div. H, title I, § 1309, Dec. 26, 

2007, 121 Stat. 2244, related to Assistant to the Chief Ex-

ecutive Officer for Visitor Services. 

§ 1808. Inspector General of the Architect of the 
Capitol 

(a) Short title 

This section may be cited as the ‘‘Architect of 
the Capitol Inspector General Act of 2007’’. 

(b) Office of Inspector General 

There is an Office of Inspector General within 
the Office of the Architect of the Capitol which 
is an independent objective office to—

(1) conduct and supervise audits and inves-
tigations relating to the Architect of the Cap-
itol; 

(2) provide leadership and coordination and 
recommend policies to promote economy, effi-
ciency, and effectiveness; and 

(3) provide a means of keeping the Architect 
of the Capitol and the Congress fully and cur-
rently informed about problems and defi-
ciencies relating to the administration of pro-
grams and operations of the Architect of the 
Capitol. 

(c) Appointment of Inspector General; super-
vision; removal; pay; limits on bonuses; coun-
sel 

(1) Appointment and supervision 

(A) In general 

There shall be at the head of the Office of 
Inspector General, an Inspector General who 
shall be appointed by the Architect of the 
Capitol, in consultation with the Inspectors 
General of the Library of Congress, Govern-
ment Publishing Office, Government Ac-
countability Office, and United States Cap-
itol Police. The appointment shall be made 
without regard to political affiliation and 
solely on the basis of integrity and dem-
onstrated ability in accounting, auditing, fi-
nancial analysis, law, management analysis, 
public administration, or investigations. 
The Inspector General shall report to, and be 
under the general supervision of, the Archi-
tect of the Capitol. 

(B) Audits, investigations, reports, and other 
duties and responsibilities 

The Architect of the Capitol shall have no 
authority to prevent or prohibit the Inspec-
tor General from—

(i) initiating, carrying out, or com-
pleting any audit or investigation; 
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1 See References in Text note below. 

(ii) issuing any subpoena during the 
course of any audit or investigation; 

(iii) issuing any report; or 
(iv) carrying out any other duty or re-

sponsibility of the Inspector General under 
this section. 

(2) Removal or transfer 

(A) In general 

The Inspector General may be removed 
from office, or transferred to another posi-
tion within, or another location of, the Of-
fice of the Architect of the Capitol, by the 
Architect of the Capitol. 

(B) Notice 

Not later than 30 days before the Architect 
of the Capitol removes or transfers the In-
spector General under subparagraph (A), the 
Architect of the Capitol shall communicate 
in writing the reason for the removal or 
transfer to—

(i) the Committee on House Administra-
tion and the Committee on Appropriations 
of the House of Representatives; and 

(ii) the Committee on Rules and Admin-
istration and the Committee on Appropria-
tions of the Senate. 

(C) Applicability 

Nothing in this paragraph shall prohibit a 
personnel action (except for removal or 
transfer) that is otherwise authorized by 
law. 

(3) Compensation 

The Inspector General shall be paid at an an-
nual rate of pay equal to $1,500 less than the 
annual rate of pay of the Architect of the Cap-
itol. 

(4) No bonuses 

The Inspector General may not receive any 
cash award or cash bonus, including a cash 
award under chapter 45 of title 5. 

(5) Counsel 

The Inspector General shall, in accordance 
with applicable laws and regulations gov-
erning selections, appointments, and employ-
ment at the Office of the Architect of the Cap-
itol, obtain legal advice from a counsel report-
ing directly to the Inspector General or an-
other Inspector General. 

(d) Duties, responsibilities, authority, and re-
ports 

(1) In general 

Sections 404, 405 (other than subsections 
(b)(13) and (f)(1)(B) thereof), 406 (other than 
subsection (a)(7) and (8) thereof), and 407 of 
title 5 shall apply to the Inspector General of 
the Architect of the Capitol and the Office of 
such Inspector General and such sections shall 
be applied to the Office of the Architect of the 
Capitol and the Architect of the Capitol by 
substituting—

(A) ‘‘Office of the Architect of the Capitol’’ 
for ‘‘establishment’’; and 

(B) ‘‘Architect of the Capitol’’ for ‘‘head of 
the establishment’’. 

(2) Employees 

(A) In general 

The Inspector General, in carrying out this 
section, is authorized, without the super-

vision or approval of any other employee, of-
fice, or other entity within the Office of the 
Architect of the Capitol, to select, appoint, 
and employ such officers and employees (in-
cluding consultants) as may be necessary for 
carrying out the functions, powers, and du-
ties of the Office of Inspector General sub-
ject to the provisions of law governing selec-
tions, appointments, and employment in the 
Office of the Architect of the Capitol. 

(B) Security and suitability 

Appointments under the authority under 
subparagraph (A) shall be made consistent 
with personnel security and suitability re-
quirements. 

(C) Consultants 

Any appointment of a consultant under 
the authority under subparagraph (A) shall 
be made consistent with section 6(a)(8) of 
the Inspector General Act of 1978 (5 U.S.C. 
App.).1 

(3) Law enforcement authority 

(A) In general 

Subject to subparagraph (B), any super-
visory special agent under the Inspector 
General and any special agent supervised by 
such a supervisory special agent is author-
ized to—

(i) make an arrest without a warrant 
while engaged in official duties as author-
ized under this section or any other stat-
ute for any offense against the United 
States committed in the presence of such 
supervisory special agent or special agent, 
or for any felony cognizable under the laws 
of the United States if such supervisory 
special agent or special agent has reason-
able grounds to believe that the person to 
be arrested has committed or is commit-
ting such felony; 

(ii) seek and execute warrants for arrest, 
search of a premises, or seizure of evidence 
issued under the authority of the United 
States upon probable cause to believe that 
a violation has been committed; and 

(iii) carry a firearm while engaged in of-
ficial duties as authorized under this sec-
tion or any other statute. 

(B) Requirements to exercise authority 

(i) Required certification 

(I) In general 

In order to exercise the authority 
under subparagraph (A), a supervisory 
special agent or a special agent super-
vised by such a supervisory special agent 
shall certify that he or she—

(aa) is a citizen of the United States; 
(bb) has successfully completed a 

basic law enforcement training pro-
gram or military or other equivalent; 
and 

(cc) is not prohibited from receiving 
a firearm under Federal law, including 
under section 922(g)(9) of title 18, be-
cause of a conviction of a misdemeanor 
crime of domestic violence.
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(II) Additional requirements 

After providing notice to the appro-
priate committees of Congress, the In-
spector General may add requirements 
to the certification required under sub-
clause (I), as determined appropriate by 
the Inspector General. 

(ii) Maintenance of requirements 

The Inspector General shall maintain 
firearms-related requirements (including 
quarterly firearms qualifications) and use 
of force training requirements that, except 
to the extent the Inspector General deter-
mines necessary to effectively carry out 
the duties of the Office of the Inspector 
General, are in accordance with the Coun-
cil of the Inspectors General on Integrity 
and Efficiency use of force policies, which 
incorporate Department of Justice guide-
lines. 

(iii) Eligibility determination 

(I) In general 

The Inspector General shall—
(aa) determine whether an individual 

meets the requirements under this 
paragraph; and 

(bb) revoke any authority granted to 
an individual under subparagraph (A) if 
the individual is not in compliance 
with the requirements of this para-
graph.

(II) Reauthorization 

The Inspector General may reauthorize 
an individual to exercise the authority 
granted under subparagraph (A) if the In-
spector General determines the indi-
vidual has achieved compliance with the 
requirements under this paragraph. 

(III) Limitation on appeal 

A revocation of the authority granted 
under subparagraph (A) shall not be sub-
ject to administrative, judicial, or other 
review, unless the revocation results in 
an adverse action. Such an adverse ac-
tion may, at the election of the applica-
ble individual, be reviewed in accordance 
with the otherwise applicable proce-
dures. 

(C) Semiannual certification of program 

(i) In general 

Before the first grant of authority under 
subparagraph (A), and semiannually there-
after as part of the report under section 5 
of the Inspector General Act of 1978 (5 
U.S.C. App.),1 the Inspector General shall 
submit to the appropriate committees of 
Congress a written certification that ade-
quate internal safeguards and manage-
ment procedures exist that, except to the 
extent the Inspector General determines 
necessary to effectively carry out the du-
ties of the Office of the Inspector General, 
are in compliance with standards estab-
lished by the Council of the Inspectors 
General on Integrity and Efficiency, which 
incorporate Department of Justice guide-
lines, to ensure proper exercise of the pow-
ers authorized under this paragraph. 

(ii) Suspension of authority 

The authority granted under this para-
graph (including any grant of authority to 
an individual under subparagraph (A), 
without regard to whether the individual 
is in compliance with subparagraph (B)) 
may be suspended by the Inspector General 
if the Office of Inspector General fails to 
comply with the reporting and review re-
quirements under clause (i) of this sub-
paragraph or subparagraph (D). Any sus-
pension of authority under this clause 
shall be reported to the appropriate com-
mittees of Congress. 

(D) Peer review 

To ensure the proper exercise of the law 
enforcement powers authorized under this 
paragraph, the Office of Inspector General 
shall submit to and participate in the exter-
nal review process established by the Coun-
cil of the Inspectors General on Integrity 
and Efficiency for ensuring that adequate in-
ternal safeguards and management proce-
dures continue to exist. Under the review 
process, the exercise of the law enforcement 
powers by the Office of Inspector General 
shall be reviewed periodically by another Of-
fice of Inspector General or by a committee 
of Inspectors General. The results of each re-
view shall be communicated in writing to 
the Inspector General, the Council of the In-
spectors General on Integrity and Effi-
ciency, and the appropriate committees of 
Congress. 

(E) Alleged misconduct 

Any allegation of misconduct by an indi-
vidual granted authority under subpara-
graph (A) may be reviewed by the Integrity 
Committee of the Council of the Inspectors 
General on Integrity and Efficiency. 

(F) Appropriate committees of Congress 

In this paragraph, the term ‘‘appropriate 
committees of Congress’’ means—

(i) the Committee on Rules and Adminis-
tration and the Committee on Appropria-
tions of the Senate; and 

(ii) the Committee on House Administra-
tion and the Committee on Appropriations 
of the House of Representatives. 

(4) Budget independence 

The Architect of the Capitol shall include 
the annual budget request of the Inspector 
General in the budget of the Office of the Ar-
chitect of the Capitol without change. 

(e) Transfers 

All functions, personnel, and budget resources 
of the Office of the Inspector General of the Ar-
chitect of the Capitol as in effect before the ef-
fective date of this section are transferred to the 
Office of Inspector General described under sub-
section (b). 

(f) References 

References in any other Federal law, Execu-
tive order, rule, regulation, or delegation of au-
thority, or any document of or relating to the 
Inspector General of the Architect of the Capitol 
shall be deemed to refer to the Inspector Gen-
eral as set forth under this section. 
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(g) First appointment 

By the date occurring 180 days after December 
26, 2007, the Architect of the Capitol shall ap-
point an individual to the position of Inspector 
General of the Architect of the Capitol described 
under subparagraph (A) of subsection (c)(1) in 
accordance with that subparagraph. 

(h) Effective date 

(1) In general 

Except as provided under paragraph (2), this 
section shall take effect 180 days after Decem-
ber 26, 2007, and apply with respect to fiscal 
year 2008 and each fiscal year thereafter. 

(2) First appointment 

Subsection (g) shall take effect on December 
26, 2007, and the Architect of the Capitol shall 
take such actions as necessary after December 
26, 2007, to carry out that subsection. 

(Pub. L. 110–161, div. H, title I, § 1301, Dec. 26, 
2007, 121 Stat. 2240; Pub. L. 113–235, div. H, title 
I, § 1301(b), Dec. 16, 2014, 128 Stat. 2537; Pub. L. 
116–94, div. P, title XVI, §§ 1602(b), 1603(b), 1604(b), 
1605(b), Dec. 20, 2019, 133 Stat. 3210, 3214, 3218, 
3219; Pub. L. 117–286, § 4(b)(3), Dec. 27, 2022, 136 
Stat. 4342.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Sections 5 and 6(a)(8) of the Inspector General Act of 

1978, referred to in subsec. (d)(2)(C), (3)(C)(i), are sec-

tions 5 and 6(a)(8) of Pub. L. 95–452, which were set out 

in the Appendix to Title 5, Government Organization 

and Employees, and were repealed and restated as sec-

tions 405 and 406(a)(8), respectively, of Title 5 by Pub. 

L. 117–286, §§ 3(b), 7, Dec. 27, 2022, 136 Stat. 4212, 4219, 

4361. 

CODIFICATION 

Section is from the Legislative Branch Appropria-

tions Act, 2008, which is div. H of the Consolidated Ap-

propriations Act, 2008. 

AMENDMENTS 

2022—Subsec. (d)(1). Pub. L. 117–286 substituted ‘‘Sec-

tions 404, 405 (other than subsections (b)(13) and (f)(1)(B) 

thereof), 406 (other than subsection (a)(7) and (8) there-

of), and 407 of title 5’’ for ‘‘Sections 4, 5 (other than sub-

sections (a)(13) and (e)(1)(B) thereof), 6 (other than sub-

section (a)(7) and (8) thereof), and 7 of the Inspector 

General Act of 1978 (5 U.S.C. App.)’’ in introductory 

provisions. 

2019—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 116–94, § 1602(b)(1), inserted 

‘‘; pay; limits on bonuses; counsel’’ after ‘‘removal’’ in 

heading. 

Subsec. (c)(2). Pub. L. 116–94, § 1602(b)(2), added par. (2) 

and struck out former par. (2). Prior to amendment, 

text read as follows: ‘‘The Inspector General may be re-

moved from office by the Architect of the Capitol. The 

Architect of the Capitol shall, promptly upon such re-

moval, communicate in writing the reasons for any 

such removal to each House of Congress.’’

Subsec. (c)(4), (5). Pub. L. 116–94, § 1602(b)(3), added 

pars. (4) and (5). 

Subsec. (d)(2). Pub. L. 116–94, § 1605(b), designated ex-

isting provisions as subpar. (A), inserted subpar. head-

ing and ‘‘, without the supervision or approval of any 

other employee, office, or other entity within the Of-

fice of the Architect of the Capitol,’’ after ‘‘is author-

ized’’, and added subpars. (B) and (C). 

Subsec. (d)(3). Pub. L. 116–94, § 1603(b), added par. (3). 

Subsec. (d)(4). Pub. L. 116–94, § 1604(b), added par. (4).

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

CHANGE OF NAME 

‘‘Government Publishing Office’’ substituted for 

‘‘Government Printing Office’’ in subsec. (c)(1)(A) on 

authority of section 1301(b) of Pub. L. 113–235, set out as 

a note preceding section 301 of Title 44, Public Printing 

and Documents.

SUBCHAPTER II—GENERAL POWERS AND 
DUTIES 

§ 1811. Powers and duties 

The Architect of the Capitol shall perform all 
the duties relative to the Capitol Building per-
formed prior to August 15, 1876, by the Commis-
sioner of Public Buildings and Grounds: Pro-

vided, That no change in the architectural fea-
tures of the Capitol Building or in the landscape 
features of the Capitol Grounds shall be made 
except on plans to be approved by Congress. 

(Aug. 15, 1876, ch. 287, 19 Stat. 147; Feb. 14, 1902, 
ch. 17, 32 Stat. 20; Mar. 3, 1921, ch. 124, 41 Stat. 
1291; Pub. L. 118–31, div. E, title LVII, § 5702(d)(2), 
Dec. 22, 2023, 137 Stat. 961.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section was classified to section 162 of former Title 

40, prior to the enactment of Title 40, Public Buildings, 

Property, and Works, by Pub. L. 107–217, § 1, Aug. 21, 

2002, 116 Stat. 1062. 

Section is a composite of the acts of Aug. 15, 1876, and 

Feb. 14, 1902, cited in the credits. 

AMENDMENTS 

2023—Pub. L. 118–31 struck out ‘‘, and he shall be ap-

pointed by the President’’ after ‘‘Commissioner of Pub-

lic Buildings and Grounds’’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Change of name of Architect of the Capitol, functions 

abolished, transferred, etc., by prior acts, see Prior 

Provisions and Change of Name notes set out under 

former section 1801 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2023 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 118–31 applicable with respect 

to appointments made on or after Dec. 22, 2023, see sec-

tion 1801a(e) of this title. 

TRANSFER TO ARCHITECT OF THE CAPITOL 

Pub. L. 112–74, div. G, title I, § 1202, Dec. 23, 2011, 125 

Stat. 1129, provided that: 

‘‘(a) TRANSFER.—To the extent that the Director of 

the National Park Service has jurisdiction and control 

over any portion of the area described in subsection (b) 

and any monument or other facility which is located 

within such area, such jurisdiction and control is here-

by transferred to the Architect of the Capitol as of the 

date of the enactment of this Act [Dec. 23, 2011]. 

‘‘(b) AREA DESCRIBED.—The area described in this 

subsection is the property which is bounded on the 

north by Pennsylvania Avenue Northwest, on the east 

by First Street Northwest and First Street Southwest, 

on the south by Maryland Avenue Southwest, and on 

the west by Third Street Southwest and Third Street 

Northwest.’’

ACQUISITION OF PROPERTY BY ARCHITECT OF THE 

CAPITOL 

Pub. L. 107–68, title I, § 128, Nov. 12, 2001, 115 Stat. 579, 

provided that: ‘‘Notwithstanding any other provision of 
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