
Page 11 TITLE 2—THE CONGRESS § 9

(6) Application to District of Columbia and ter-
ritories 

This subsection shall apply—
(A) to a Delegate or Resident Commis-

sioner to the Congress in the same manner 
as it applies to a Member of the House of 
Representatives; and 

(B) to the District of Columbia, the Com-
monwealth of Puerto Rico, American 
Samoa, Guam, and the United States Virgin 
Islands in the same manner as it applies to 
a State, except that a vacancy in the rep-
resentation from any such jurisdiction in 
the House shall not be taken into account by 
the Speaker in determining whether vacan-
cies in the representation from the States in 
the House exceed 100 for purposes of para-
graph (4)(A). 

(7) Rule of construction regarding Federal 
election laws 

Nothing in this subsection may be construed 
to affect the application to special elections 
under this subsection of any Federal law gov-
erning the administration of elections for Fed-
eral office (including any law providing for the 
enforcement of any such law), including, but 
not limited to, the following: 

(A) The Voting Rights Act of 1965 (42 
U.S.C. 1973 et seq.) [now 52 U.S.C. 10301 et 
seq.], as amended. 

(B) The Voting Accessibility for the Elder-
ly and Handicapped Act (42 U.S.C. 1973ee et 
seq.) [now 52 U.S.C. 20101 et seq.], as amend-
ed. 

(C) The Uniformed and Overseas Citizens 
Absentee Voting Act (42 U.S.C. 1973ff et seq.) 
[now 52 U.S.C. 20301 et seq.], as amended. 

(D) The National Voter Registration Act of 
1993 (42 U.S.C. 1973gg et seq.) [now 52 U.S.C. 
20501 et seq.], as amended. 

(E) The Americans With Disabilities Act of 
1990 (42 U.S.C. 12101 et seq.), as amended. 

(F) The Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (29 
U.S.C. 701 et seq.), as amended. 

(G) The Help America Vote Act of 2002 (42 
U.S.C. 15301 et seq.) [now 52 U.S.C. 20901 et 
seq.], as amended. 

(R.S. § 26; Pub. L. 109–55, title III, § 301, Aug. 2, 
2005, 119 Stat. 588.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Vot-

ing Act, referred to in subsec. (b)(5), (7)(C), is Pub. L. 

99–410, Aug. 28, 1986, 100 Stat. 924, which was formerly 

classified principally to subchapter I–G (§ 1973ff et seq.) 

of chapter 20 of Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, 

prior to editorial reclassification and renumbering in 

Title 52, Voting and Elections, and is now classified 

principally to chapter 203 (§ 20301 et seq.) of Title 52. 

For complete classification of this Act to the Code, see 

Tables. 

The Voting Rights Act of 1965, referred to in subsec. 

(b)(7)(A), is Pub. L. 89–110, Aug. 6, 1965, 79 Stat. 437, 

which was formerly classified generally to subchapters 

I–A (§ 1973 et seq.), I–B (§ 1973aa et seq.), and I–C (§ 1973bb 

et seq.) of chapter 20 of Title 42, The Public Health and 

Welfare, prior to editorial reclassification and renum-

bering in Title 52, Voting and Elections, and is now 

classified generally to chapters 103 (§ 10301 et seq.), 105 

(§ 10501 et seq.), and 107 (§ 10701 et seq.) of Title 52. For 

complete classification of this Act to the Code, see Ta-

bles. 

The Voting Accessibility for the Elderly and Handi-

capped Act, referred to in subsec. (b)(7)(B), is Pub. L. 

98–435, Sept. 28, 1984, 98 Stat. 1678, which was formerly 

classified generally to subchapter I–F (§ 1973ee et seq.) 

of chapter 20 of Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, 

prior to editorial reclassification and renumbering in 

Title 52, Voting and Elections, and is now classified 

generally to chapter 201 (§ 20101 et seq.) of Title 52. For 

complete classification of this Act to the Code, see Ta-

bles. 

The National Voter Registration Act of 1993, referred 

to in subsec. (b)(7)(D), is Pub. L. 103–31, May 20, 1993, 107 

Stat. 77, which was formerly classified principally to 

subchapter I–H (§ 1973gg et seq.) of chapter 20 of Title 

42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to editorial re-

classification and renumbering in Title 52, Voting and 

Elections, and is now classified principally to chapter 

205 (§ 20501 et seq.) of Title 52. For complete classifica-

tion of this Act to the Code, see Tables. 

The Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, referred 

to in subsec. (b)(7)(E), is Pub. L. 101–336, July 26, 1990, 

104 Stat. 327, which is classified principally to chapter 

126 (§ 12101 et seq.) of Title 42, The Public Health and 

Welfare. For complete classification of this Act to the 

Code, see Short Title note set out under section 12101 

of Title 42 and Tables. 

The Rehabilitation Act of 1973, referred to in subsec. 

(b)(7)(F), is Pub. L. 93–112, Sept. 26, 1973, 87 Stat. 355, as 

amended, which is classified generally to chapter 16 

(§ 701 et seq.) of Title 29, Labor. For complete classifica-

tion of this Act to the Code, see Short Title note set 

out under section 701 of Title 29 and Tables. 

The Help America Vote Act of 2002, referred to in sub-

sec. (b)(7)(G), is Pub. L. 107–252, Oct. 29, 2002, 116 Stat. 

1666, which was formerly classified principally to chap-

ter 146 (§ 15301 et seq.) of Title 42, The Public Health and 

Welfare, prior to editorial reclassification and renum-

bering in Title 52, Voting and Elections, and is now 

classified principally to chapter 209 (§ 20901 et seq.) of 

Title 52. For complete classification of this Act to the 

Code, see Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

R.S. § 26 derived from act Feb. 2, 1872, ch. 11, § 4, 17 

Stat. 28. 

AMENDMENTS 

2005—Pub. L. 109–55 designated existing provisions as 

subsec. (a), inserted heading, substituted ‘‘Except as 

provided in subsection (b), the time’’ for ‘‘The time’’, 

and added subsec. (b). 

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS 

Vacancies in the House of Representatives, see Const. 

Art. I, § 2, cl. 4. 

§ 9. Voting for Representatives 

All votes for Representatives in Congress must 
be by written or printed ballot, or voting ma-
chine the use of which has been duly authorized 
by the State law; and all votes received or re-
corded contrary to this section shall be of no ef-
fect. 

(R.S. § 27; Feb. 14, 1899, ch. 154, 30 Stat. 836.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

R.S. § 27 derived from acts Feb. 28, 1871, ch. 99, § 19, 16 

Stat. 440, and May 30, 1872, ch. 239, 17 Stat. 192.

CHAPTER 2—ORGANIZATION OF CONGRESS 

Sec. 

21. Oath of Senators. 
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Sec. 

22. Oath of President of Senate. 

23. Presiding officer of Senate may administer 

oaths. 

24. Secretary of Senate or assistant secretary 

may administer oaths. 

25. Oath of Speaker, Members, and Delegates. 

25a. Delegate to House of Representatives from 

District of Columbia. 

25b. Repealed. 

26. Roll of Representatives-elect. 

27. Change of place of meeting. 

28. Parliamentary precedents of House of Rep-

resentatives. 

28a. Compilation of the Precedents of House of 

Representatives; date of completion; bien-

nial update; printing and availability of 

copies. 

28b. Printing and binding as public document of 

Precedents of House of Representatives; 

number of sets authorized. 

28c. Distribution of Precedents by Director of the 

Government Publishing Office. 

28d. Distribution of Precedents by Director of the 

Government Publishing Office for official 

use; particular distribution; marking and 

ownership of sets. 

28e. Distribution of Precedents by Joint Com-

mittee on Printing of surplus sets; addi-

tional printing, etc., of sets under authority 

of Joint Committee. 

29. Condensed and simplified versions of House 

precedents; other useful materials in sum-

mary form; form and distribution to Mem-

bers of Congress, Resident Commissioner 

from Puerto Rico, and others; appointment 

and compensation of personnel; utilization 

of services of personnel of Federal agencies. 

29a. Early organization of House of Representa-

tives. 

29b, 29c. Omitted. 

29d. Transferred. 

30. Term of service of Members of Congress as 

trustees or directors of corporations or in-

stitutions appropriated for. 

30a. Jury duty exemption of elected officials of 

legislative branch. 

30b. Notice of objecting to proceeding.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

CHANGE OF NAME AND TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS OF 

COMMITTEES AND OFFICERS OF HOUSE OF REPRESENT-

ATIVES 

Pub. L. 104–14, June 3, 1995, 109 Stat. 186, provided 

that:

‘‘SECTION 1. REFERENCES IN LAW TO COMMIT-

TEES OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

‘‘(a) REFERENCES TO COMMITTEES WITH NEW NAMES.—

Except as provided in subsection (c), any reference in 

any provision of law enacted before January 4, 1995, 

to—

‘‘(1) the Committee on Armed Services of the House 

of Representatives shall be treated as referring to the 

Committee on National Security of the House of Rep-

resentatives [Committee on National Security of 

House of Representatives changed to Committee on 

Armed Services of House of Representatives by House 

Resolution No. 5, One Hundred Sixth Congress, Jan. 6, 

1999]; 

‘‘(2) the Committee on Banking, Finance and Urban 

Affairs of the House of Representatives shall be treat-

ed as referring to the Committee on Banking and Fi-

nancial Services of the House of Representatives 

[Committee on Banking and Financial Services of 

House of Representatives abolished and replaced by 

Committee on Financial Services of House of Rep-

resentatives, and jurisdiction over matters relating 

to securities and exchanges and insurance generally 

transferred from Committee on Energy and Com-
merce of House of Representatives by House Resolu-
tion No. 5, One Hundred Seventh Congress, Jan. 3, 
2001]; 

‘‘(3) the Committee on Education and Labor of the 
House of Representatives shall be treated as referring 
to the Committee on Economic and Educational Op-
portunities of the House of Representatives [Com-
mittee on Economic and Educational Opportunities 
of House of Representatives changed to Committee on 

Education and the Workforce of House of Representa-

tives by House Resolution No. 5, One Hundred Fifth 

Congress, Jan. 7, 1997; Committee on Education and 

the Workforce of House of Representatives changed 

to Committee on Education and Labor of House of 

Representatives by House Resolution No. 6, One Hun-

dred Tenth Congress, Jan. 5, 2007; Committee on Edu-

cation and Labor of House of Representatives 

changed to Committee on Education and the Work-

force of House of Representatives by House Resolu-

tion No. 5, One Hundred Twelfth Congress, Jan. 5, 

2011; Committee on Education and the Workforce of 

House of Representatives changed to Committee on 

Education and Labor of House of Representatives by 

House Resolution No. 6, One Hundred Sixteenth Con-

gress, Jan. 9, 2019; Committee on Education and 

Labor of House of Representatives changed to Com-

mittee on Education and the Workforce of House of 

Representatives by House Resolution No. 5, One Hun-

dred Eighteenth Congress, Jan. 9, 2023]; 
‘‘(4) the Committee on Energy and Commerce of the 

House of Representatives shall be treated as referring 

to the Committee on Commerce of the House of Rep-

resentatives [Committee on Commerce of House of 

Representatives changed to Committee on Energy 

and Commerce of House of Representatives, and juris-

diction over matters relating to securities and ex-

changes and insurance generally transferred to Com-

mittee on Financial Services of House of Representa-

tives by House Resolution No. 5, One Hundred Sev-

enth Congress, Jan. 3, 2001]; 
‘‘(5) the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the House 

of Representatives shall be treated as referring to the 

Committee on International Relations of the House 

of Representatives [Committee on International Re-

lations of House of Representatives changed to Com-

mittee on Foreign Affairs of House of Representatives 

by House Resolution No. 6, One Hundred Tenth Con-

gress, Jan. 5, 2007]; 
‘‘(6) the Committee on Government Operations of 

the House of Representatives shall be treated as re-

ferring to the Committee on Government Reform and 

Oversight of the House of Representatives [Com-

mittee on Government Reform and Oversight of 

House of Representatives changed to Committee on 

Government Reform of House of Representatives by 

House Resolution No. 5, One Hundred Sixth Congress, 

Jan. 6, 1999; Committee on Government Reform of 

House of Representatives changed to Committee on 

Oversight and Government Reform of House of Rep-

resentatives by House Resolution No. 6, One Hundred 

Tenth Congress, Jan. 5, 2007; Committee on Oversight 

and Government Reform of House of Representatives 

changed to Committee on Oversight and Reform of 

House of Representatives by House Resolution No. 6, 

One Hundred Sixteenth Congress, Jan. 9, 2019; Com-

mittee on Oversight and Reform of House of Rep-

resentatives changed to Committee on Oversight and 

Accountability of House of Representatives by House 

Resolution No. 5, One Hundred Eighteenth Congress, 

Jan. 9, 2023]; 
‘‘(7) the Committee on House Administration of the 

House of Representatives shall be treated as referring 

to the Committee on House Oversight of the House of 

Representatives [Committee on House Oversight of 

House of Representatives changed to Committee on 

House Administration of House of Representatives by 

House Resolution No. 5, One Hundred Sixth Congress, 

Jan. 6, 1999]; 
‘‘(8) the Committee on Natural Resources of the 

House of Representatives shall be treated as referring 
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