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(3) Nothing in this section shall be considered 
to apply with respect to any pay increase—

(A) which takes effect under the preceding 
sections of this chapter; 

(B) which is based on a change in the Em-
ployment Cost Index (as determined under sec-
tion 704(a)(1) of the Ethics Reform Act of 1989) 
or which is in lieu of any pay adjustment 
which might otherwise be made in a year 
based on a change in such index (as so deter-
mined); or 

(C) which takes effect under section 702 or 
703 of the Ethics Reform Act of 1989. 

(Pub. L. 90–206, title II, § 225(n), as added Pub. L. 
101–194, title VII, § 701(k), Nov. 30, 1989, 103 Stat. 
1767.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Sections 702, 703, and 704(a)(1) of the Ethics Reform 

Act of 1989, referred to in par. (3)(B), (C), are sections 

702, 703, and 704(a)(1) of Pub. L. 101–194 which are set out 

as notes under sections 5303 and 5318 of Title 5, Govern-

ment Organization and Employees.
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§ 381. Definitions 

For purposes of this chapter: 
(1) The term ‘‘election’’ means an official 

general or special election to choose a Rep-
resentative in, or Delegate or Resident Com-
missioner to, the Congress, but that term does 
not include a primary election, or a caucus or 
convention of a political party. 

(2) The term ‘‘candidate’’ means an indi-
vidual (A) whose name is printed on the offi-
cial ballot for election to the office of Rep-
resentative in, or Delegate or Resident Com-
missioner to, the Congress, or (B) notwith-
standing his name is not printed on such bal-
lot, who seeks election to the office of Rep-
resentative in, or Delegate or Resident Com-
missioner to, the Congress by write-in votes, 
provided that he is qualified for such office 
and that, under the law of the State in which 
the congressional district is located, write-in 
voting for such office is permitted and he is el-
igible to receive write-in votes in such elec-
tion. 

(3) The term ‘‘contestant’’ means an indi-
vidual who contests the election of a Member 

of the House of Representatives under this 
chapter. 

(4) The term ‘‘contestee’’ means a Member of 
the House of Representatives whose election is 
contested under this chapter. 

(5) The term ‘‘Member of the House of Rep-
resentatives’’ means an incumbent Represent-
ative in, or Delegate or Resident Commis-
sioner to, the Congress, or an individual who 
has been elected to such office but has not 
taken the oath of office. 

(6) The term ‘‘Clerk’’ means the Clerk of the 
House of Representatives. 

(7) The term ‘‘committee’’ means the Com-
mittee on House Oversight of the House of 
Representatives. 

(8) The term ‘‘State’’ means a State of the 
United States and any territory or possession 
of the United States. 

(9) The term ‘‘write-in vote’’ means a vote 
cast for a person whose name does not appear 
on the official ballot by writing in the name of 
such person on such ballot or by any other 
method prescribed by the law of the State in 
which the election is held. 

(Pub. L. 91–138, § 2, Dec. 5, 1969, 83 Stat. 284; Pub. 
L. 104–186, title II, § 211(1), (2), Aug. 20, 1996, 110 
Stat. 1743, 1744.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Pub. L. 104–186, § 211(1)(A)–(C), substituted 

‘‘chapter:’’ for ‘‘chapter—’’ in introductory provisions, 

redesignated subdivs. (a) to (i) as pars. (1) to (9), respec-

tively, and realigned margins of pars. (1) to (9). 
Par. (1). Pub. L. 104–186, § 211(2)(A), substituted ‘‘, or 

Delegate or Resident Commissioner to, the Congress, 

but that term’’ for ‘‘or Resident Commissioner to the 

Congress of the United States, but’’. 
Par. (2). Pub. L. 104–186, § 211(2)(B), substituted ‘‘office 

of Representative in, or Delegate or Resident Commis-

sioner to, the Congress’’ for ‘‘House of Representatives 

of the United States’’ in subpar. (A) and ‘‘House of Rep-

resentatives’’ in subpar. (B). 
Pub. L. 104–186, § 211(1)(D), redesignated pars. (1) and 

(2) as subpars. (A) and (B), respectively. 
Pars. (3), (4). Pub. L. 104–186, § 211(2)(C), (D), struck 

out ‘‘of the United States’’ after ‘‘House of Representa-

tives’’. 
Par. (5). Pub. L. 104–186, § 211(2)(E), substituted ‘‘term 

‘Member of the House of Representatives’ means an in-

cumbent Representative in, or Delegate or Resident 

Commissioner to, the Congress, or an individual who 

has been elected to such office’’ for ‘‘term ‘Member’ 

means an incumbent Representative in or Resident 

Commissioner to the Congress of the United States, or 

an individual who has been elected to either of such of-

fices’’. 
Par. (6). Pub. L. 104–186, § 211(2)(F), struck out ‘‘of the 

United States’’ after ‘‘House of Representatives’’. 
Par. (7). Pub. L. 104–186, § 211(2)(G), substituted 

‘‘House Oversight of the House of Representatives’’ for 

‘‘House Administration of the House of Representatives 

of the United States’’. 
Par. (8). Pub. L. 104–186, § 211(2)(H), substituted 

‘‘means a State of the United States and any territory 

or’’ for ‘‘includes territory and’’. 
Par. (9). Pub. L. 104–186, § 211(1)(A), (C), redesignated 

former subsec. (i) as par. (9).

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Committee on House Oversight of House of Rep-

resentatives changed to Committee on House Adminis-
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tration of House of Representatives by House Resolu-

tion No. 5, One Hundred Sixth Congress, Jan. 6, 1999. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Pub. L. 91–138, § 19, Dec. 5, 1969, 83 Stat. 291, provided 

that: ‘‘The provisions of, and the repeals made by, this 

Act [enacting this chapter and repealing sections 201 to 

226 of this title] shall apply with respect to any general 

or special election for Representative in, or Resident 

Commissioner to, the Congress of the United States oc-

curring after the date of enactment of this Act [Dec. 5, 

1969].’’

SHORT TITLE 

Pub. L. 91–138, § 1, Dec. 5, 1969, 83 Stat. 284, provided 

that: ‘‘This Act [enacting this chapter and repealing 

sections 201 to 226 of this title] may be cited as the 

‘Federal Contested Election Act’.’’

§ 382. Notice of contest 

(a) Filing of notice 

Whoever, having been a candidate for election 
in the last preceding election and claiming a 
right to such office, intends to contest the elec-
tion of a Member of the House of Representa-
tives, shall, within thirty days after the result 
of such election shall have been declared by the 
officer or Board of Canvassers authorized by law 
to declare such result, file with the Clerk and 
serve upon the contestee written notice of his 
intention to contest such election. 

(b) Contents and form of notice 

Such notice shall state with particularity the 
grounds upon which contestant contests the 
election and shall state that an answer thereto 
must be served upon contestant under section 
383 of this title within thirty days after service 
of such notice. Such notice shall be signed by 
contestant and verified by his oath or affirma-
tion. 

(c) Service of notice; proof of service 

Service of the notice of contest upon contestee 
shall be made as follows: 

(1) by delivering a copy to him personally; 
(2) by leaving a copy at his dwelling house or 

usual place of abode with a person of discre-
tion not less than sixteen years of age then re-
siding therein; 

(3) by leaving a copy at his principal office 
or place of business with some person then in 
charge thereof; 

(4) by delivering a copy to an agent author-
ized by appointment to receive service of such 
notice; 

(5) by mailing a copy by registered or cer-
tified mail addressed to contestee at his resi-
dence or principal office or place of business. 
Service by mail is complete upon mailing; or 

(6) the verified return by the person so serv-
ing such notice, setting forth the time and 
manner of such service shall be proof of same, 
and the return post office receipt shall be 
proof of the service of said notice mailed by 
registered or certified mail as aforesaid. Proof 
of service shall be made to the Clerk promptly 
and in any event within the time during which 
the contestee must answer the notice of con-
test. Failure to make proof of service does not 
affect the validity of the service. 

(Pub. L. 91–138, § 3, Dec. 5, 1969, 83 Stat. 284; Pub. 
L. 104–186, title II, § 211(3), Aug. 20, 1996, 110 Stat. 
1744.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 104–186, § 211(3)(A), struck 

out ‘‘to the House of Representatives’’ after ‘‘for elec-

tion’’. 
Subsec. (c)(4), (5). Pub. L. 104–186, § 211(3)(B), struck 

out ‘‘or’’ at end of par. (4) and inserted ‘‘or’’ at end of 

par. (5).

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section applicable with respect to any general or spe-

cial election for Representative in, or Resident Com-

missioner to, the Congress of the United States occur-

ring after Dec. 5, 1969, see section 19 of Pub. L. 91–138, 

set out as a note under section 381 of this title. 

§ 383. Response of contestee 

(a) Answer 

Any contestee upon whom a notice of contest 
as described in section 382 of this title shall be 
served, shall, within thirty days after the serv-
ice thereof, serve upon contestant a written an-
swer to such notice, admitting or denying the 
averments upon which contestant relies. If 
contestee is without knowledge or information 
sufficient to form a belief as to the truth of an 
averment, he shall so state and this shall have 
the effect of a denial. Such answer shall set 
forth affirmatively any other defenses, in law or 
fact, on which contestee relies. Contestee shall 
sign and verify such answer by oath or affirma-
tion. 

(b) Defenses by motion prior to answer 

At the option of contestee, the following de-
fenses may be made by motion served upon con-
testant prior to contestee’s answer: 

(1) Insufficiency of service of notice of contest. 
(2) Lack of standing of contestant. 
(3) Failure of notice of contest to state 

grounds sufficient to change result of election. 
(4) Failure of contestant to claim right to 

contestee’s seat. 

(c) Motion for more definite statement 

If a notice of contest to which an answer is re-
quired is so vague or ambiguous that the 
contestee cannot reasonably be required to 
frame a responsive answer, he may move for a 
more definite statement before interposing his 
answer. The motion shall point out the defects 
complained of and the details desired. If the mo-
tion is granted and the order of the committee 
is not obeyed within ten days after notice of the 
order or within such other time as the com-
mittee may fix, the committee may dismiss the 
action, or make such order as it deems just. 

(d) Time for serving answer after service of mo-
tion 

Service of a motion permitted under this sec-
tion alters the time for serving the answer as 
follows, unless a different time is fixed by order 
of the committee: If the committee denies the 
motion or postpones its disposition until the 
hearing on the merits, the answer shall be 
served within ten days after notice of such ac-
tion. If the committee grants a motion for a 
more definite statement the answer shall be 
served within ten days after service of the more 
definite statement. 
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(Pub. L. 91–138, § 4, Dec. 5, 1969, 83 Stat. 285.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section applicable with respect to any general or spe-

cial election for Representative in, or Resident Com-

missioner to, the Congress of the United States occur-

ring after Dec. 5, 1969, see section 19 of Pub. L. 91–138, 

set out as a note under section 381 of this title. 

§ 384. Service and filing of papers other than no-
tice of contest 

(a) Modes of service 

Except for the notice of contest, every paper 
required to be served shall be served upon the 
attorney representing the party, or, if he is not 
represented by an attorney, upon the party him-
self. Service upon the attorney or upon a party 
shall be made: 

(1) by delivering a copy to him personally; 
(2) by leaving it at his principal office with 

some person then in charge thereof; or if the 
office is closed or the person to be served has 
no office, leaving it at his dwelling house or 
usual place of abode with a person of discre-
tion not less than sixteen years of age then re-
siding therein; or 

(3) by mailing it addressed to the person to 
be served at his residence or principal office. 
Service by mail is complete upon mailing. 

(b) Filing of papers with clerk 

All papers subsequent to the notice of contest 
required to be served upon the opposing party 
shall be filed with the Clerk either before serv-
ice or within a reasonable time thereafter. 

(c) Proof of service 

Papers filed subsequent to the notice of con-
test shall be accompanied by proof of service 
showing the time and manner of service, made 
by affidavit of the person making service or by 
certificate of an attorney representing the party 
in whose behalf service is made. Failure to make 
proof of service does not affect the validity of 
such service. 

(Pub. L. 91–138, § 5, Dec. 5, 1969, 83 Stat. 286.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section applicable with respect to any general or spe-

cial election for Representative in, or Resident Com-

missioner to, the Congress of the United States occur-

ring after Dec. 5, 1969, see section 19 of Pub. L. 91–138, 

set out as a note under section 381 of this title. 

§ 385. Default of contestee 

The failure of contestee to answer the notice 
of contest or to otherwise defend as provided by 
this chapter shall not be deemed an admission of 
the truth of the averments in the notice of con-
test. Notwithstanding such failure, the burden is 
upon contestant to prove that the election re-
sults entitle him to contestee’s seat. 

(Pub. L. 91–138, § 6, Dec. 5, 1969, 83 Stat. 286.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section applicable with respect to any general or spe-

cial election for Representative in, or Resident Com-

missioner to, the Congress of the United States occur-

ring after Dec. 5, 1969, see section 19 of Pub. L. 91–138, 

set out as a note under section 381 of this title. 

§ 386. Deposition 

(a) Oral examination 

Either party may take the testimony of any 
person, including the opposing party, by deposi-
tion upon oral examination for the purpose of 
discovery or for use as evidence in the contested 
election case, or for both purposes. Depositions 
shall be taken only within the time for the tak-
ing of testimony prescribed in this section. 

(b) Scope of examination 

Witnesses may be examined regarding any 
matter, not privileged, which is relevant to the 
subject matter involved in the pending con-
tested election case, whether it relates to the 
claim or defense of the examining party or the 
claim or defense of the opposing party, including 
the existence, description, nature, custody, con-
dition and location of any books, papers, docu-
ments, or other tangible things and the identity 
and location of persons having knowledge of rel-
evant facts. After the examining party has ex-
amined the witness the opposing party may 
cross examine. 

(c) Order and time of taking testimony 

The order in which the parties may take testi-
mony shall be as follows: 

(1) Contestant may take testimony within 
thirty days after service of the answer, or, if no 
answer is served within the time provided in sec-
tion 383 of this title, within thirty days after the 
time for answer has expired. 

(2) Contestee may take testimony within thir-
ty days after contestant’s time for taking testi-
mony has expired. 

(3) If contestee has taken any testimony or 
has filed testimonial affidavits or stipulations 
under section 387(c) of this title, contestant may 
take rebuttal testimony within ten days after 
contestee’s time for taking testimony has ex-
pired. 

(d) Officer before whom testimony may be taken 

Testimony shall be taken before an officer au-
thorized to administer oaths by the laws of the 
United States or of the place where the exam-
ination is held. 

(e) Subpena 

Attendance of witnesses may be compelled by 
subpena as provided in section 388 of this title. 

(f) Taking of testimony by party or his agent 

At the taking of testimony, a party may ap-
pear and act in person, or by his agent or attor-
ney. 

(g) Conduct of examination; recordation of testi-
mony; notation of objections; interrogatories 

The officer before whom testimony is to be 
taken shall put the witness under oath and shall 
personally, or by someone acting under his di-
rection and in his presence, record the testi-
mony of the witness. The testimony shall be 
taken stenographically and transcribed. All ob-
jections made at the time of examination to the 
qualifications of the officer taking the deposi-
tion, or to the manner of taking it, or to the evi-
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dence presented, or the conduct of any party, 
and any other objection to the proceedings, 
shall be noted by the officer upon the deposi-
tion. Evidence objected to shall be taken subject 
to the objections. In lieu of participating in the 
oral examination, a party served with a notice 
of deposition may transmit written interrog-
atories to the officer, who shall propound them 
to the witness and record the answers verbatim. 

(h) Examination of deposition by witness; signa-
ture of witness or officer; use of deposition 

When the testimony is fully transcribed, the 
deposition shall be submitted to the witness for 
examination and shall be read to or by him, un-
less such examination and reading are waived by 
the witness and the parties. Any changes in the 
form or substance which the witness desires to 
make shall be entered upon the deposition by 
the officer with a statement of the reasons given 
by the witness for making them. The deposition 
shall be signed by the witness, unless the parties 
by stipulation waive the signing or the witness 
is ill or cannot be found or refuses to sign. If the 
deposition is not signed by the witness, the offi-
cer shall sign it and note on the deposition the 
fact of the waiver or of the illness or the absence 
of the witness or the fact of refusal to sign to-
gether with the reason, if any, given therefor; 
and the deposition may then be used as fully as 
though signed, unless on a motion to suppress, 
the committee rules that the reasons given for 
the refusal to sign require rejection of the depo-
sition in whole or in part. 

(Pub. L. 91–138, § 7, Dec. 5, 1969, 83 Stat. 286.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section applicable with respect to any general or spe-

cial election for Representative in, or Resident Com-

missioner to, the Congress of the United States occur-

ring after Dec. 5, 1969, see section 19 of Pub. L. 91–138, 

set out as a note under section 381 of this title. 

§ 387. Notice of depositions 

(a) Time for service; form 

A party desiring to take the deposition of any 
person upon oral examination shall serve writ-
ten notice on the opposing party not later than 
two days before the date of the examination. 
The notice shall state the time and place for 
taking the deposition and the name and address 
of each person to be examined. A copy of such 
notice, together with proof of such service 
thereof, shall be attached to the deposition 
when it is filed with the Clerk. 

(b) Testimony by stipulation 

By written stipulation of the parties, the depo-
sition of a witness may be taken without notice. 
A copy of such stipulation shall be attached to 
the deposition when it is filed with the Clerk. 

(c) Testimony by affidavit; time for filing 

By written stipulation of the parties, the tes-
timony of any witness of either party may be 
filed in the form of an affidavit by such witness 
or the parties may agree what a particular wit-
ness would testify to if his deposition were 
taken. Such testimonial affidavits or stipula-

tions shall be filed within the time limits pre-
scribed for the taking of testimony in section 
386 of this title. 

(Pub. L. 91–138, § 8, Dec. 5, 1969, 83 Stat. 287.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section applicable with respect to any general or spe-

cial election for Representative in, or Resident Com-

missioner to, the Congress of the United States occur-

ring after Dec. 5, 1969, see section 19 of Pub. L. 91–138, 

set out as a note under section 381 of this title. 

§ 388. Subpena for attendance at deposition 

(a) Issuance 

Upon application of any party, a subpena for 
attendance at a deposition shall be issued by: 

(1) a judge or clerk of the United States dis-
trict court for the district in which the place 
of examination is located; 

(2) a judge or clerk of any court of record of 
the State in which the place of examination is 
located; or 

(3) a judge or clerk of any court of record of 
the county in which the place of examination 
is located. 

(b) Time, method, and proof of service 

Service of the subpena shall be made upon the 
witness no later than three days before the day 
on which his attendance is directed. A subpena 
may be served by any person who is not a party 
to the contested election case and is not less 
than eighteen years of age. Service of a subpena 
upon a person named therein shall be made by 
delivering a copy thereof to such person and by 
tendering to him the fee for one day’s attend-
ance and the mileage allowed by section 389 of 
this title. Written proof of service shall be made 
under oath by the person making same and shall 
be filed with the Clerk. 

(c) Place of examination 

A witness may be required to attend an exam-
ination only in the county wherein he resides or 
is employed, or transacts his business in person, 
or is served with a subpena, or within forty 
miles of the place of service. 

(d) Form 

Every subpena shall state the name and title 
of the officer issuing same and the title of the 
contested election case, and shall command each 
person to whom it is directed to attend and give 
testimony at a time and place and before an offi-
cer specified therein. 

(e) Production of documents 

A subpena may also command the person to 
whom it is directed to produce the books, pa-
pers, documents, or other tangible things des-
ignated therein, but the committee, upon mo-
tion promptly made and in any event at or be-
fore the time specified in the subpena for com-
pliance therewith, may (1) quash or modify the 
subpena if it is unreasonable or oppressive, or (2) 
condition denial of the motion upon the ad-
vancement by the party in whose behalf the sub-
pena is issued of the reasonable cost of pro-
ducing the books, papers, documents, or tan-
gible things. In the case of public records or doc-
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uments, copies thereof, certified by the person 
having official custody thereof, may be produced 
in lieu of the originals. 

(Pub. L. 91–138, § 9, Dec. 5, 1969, 83 Stat. 288.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section applicable with respect to any general or spe-

cial election for Representative in, or Resident Com-

missioner to, the Congress of the United States occur-

ring after Dec. 5, 1969, see section 19 of Pub. L. 91–138, 

set out as a note under section 381 of this title. 

§ 389. Officer and witness fees 

(a) Each judge, clerk of court, or other officer 
who issues any subpena or takes a deposition 
and each person who serves any subpena or 
other paper herein authorized shall be entitled 
to receive from the party at whose instance the 
service shall have been performed such fees as 
are allowed for similar services in the district 
courts of the United States. 

(b) Witnesses whose depositions are taken 
shall be entitled to receive from the party at 
whose instance the witness appeared the same 
fees and travel allowance paid to witnesses sub-
penaed to appear before the House of Represent-
atives or its committees. 

(Pub. L. 91–138, § 10, Dec. 5, 1969, 83 Stat. 288.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section applicable with respect to any general or spe-

cial election for Representative in, or Resident Com-

missioner to, the Congress of the United States occur-

ring after Dec. 5, 1969, see section 19 of Pub. L. 91–138, 

set out as a note under section 381 of this title. 

§ 390. Penalty for failure to appear, testify, or 
produce documents 

Every person who, having been subpenaed as a 
witness under this chapter to give testimony or 
to produce documents, willfully makes default, 
or who, having appeared, refuses to answer any 
question pertinent to the contested election 
case, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor 
punishable by fine of not more than $1,000 nor 
less than $100 or imprisonment for not less than 
one month nor more than twelve months, or 
both. 

(Pub. L. 91–138, § 11, Dec. 5, 1969, 83 Stat. 288.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section applicable with respect to any general or spe-

cial election for Representative in, or Resident Com-

missioner to, the Congress of the United States occur-

ring after Dec. 5, 1969, see section 19 of Pub. L. 91–138, 

set out as a note under section 381 of this title. 

§ 391. Certification and filing of depositions 

(a) Sealing of papers; deposit with clerk 

The officer before whom any deposition is 
taken shall certify thereon that the witness was 
duly sworn by him and that the deposition is a 
true record of the testimony given by the wit-
ness. He shall then securely seal the deposition, 

together with any papers produced by the wit-
ness and the notice of deposition or stipulation, 
if the deposition was taken without notice, in an 
envelope endorsed with the title of the contested 
election case and marked ‘‘Deposition of (here 
insert name of witness)’’ and shall within thirty 
days after completion of the witness’ testimony, 
file it with the Clerk. 

(b) Notification of filing 

After filing the deposition, the officer shall 
promptly notify the parties of its filing. 

(c) Copy of deposition to parties or deponents 

Upon payment of reasonable charges therefor, 
not to exceed the charges allowed in the district 
court of the United States for the district 
wherein the place of examination is located, the 
officer shall furnish a copy of deposition to any 
party or the deponent. 

(Pub. L. 91–138, § 12, Dec. 5, 1969, 83 Stat. 289.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section applicable with respect to any general or spe-

cial election for Representative in, or Resident Com-

missioner to, the Congress of the United States occur-

ring after Dec. 5, 1969, see section 19 of Pub. L. 91–138, 

set out as a note under section 381 of this title. 

§ 392. Record 

(a) Hearing on papers, depositions, and exhibits 

Contested election cases shall be heard by the 
committee on the papers, depositions, and ex-
hibits filed with the Clerk. Such papers, deposi-
tions, and exhibits shall constitute the record of 
the case. 

(b) Appendix to contestant’s brief 

Contestant shall print as an appendix to his 
brief those portions of the record which he de-
sires the committee to consider in order to de-
cide the case and such other portions of the 
record as may be prescribed by the rules of the 
committee. 

(c) Appendix to contestee’s brief 

Contestee shall print as an appendix to his 
brief those portions of the record not printed by 
contestant which contestee desires the com-
mittee to consider in order to decide the case. 

(d) Contestant’s brief; service on contestee 

Within forty-five days after the time for both 
parties to take testimony has expired, contest-
ant shall serve on contestee his printed brief of 
the facts and authorities relied on to establish 
his case together with his appendix. 

(e) Contestee’s brief; service on contestant 

Within thirty days of service of contestant’s 
brief and appendix, contestee shall serve on con-
testant his printed brief of the facts and au-
thorities relied on to establish his case together 
with his appendix. 

(f) Reply brief of contestant 

Within ten days after service of contestee’s 
brief and appendix, contestant may serve on 
contestee a printed reply brief. 

(g) Form of briefs; number of copies served and 
filed 

The form and length of the briefs, the form of 
the appendixes, and the number of copies to be 
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served and filed shall be in accordance with such 
rules as the committee may prescribe. 

(Pub. L. 91–138, § 13, Dec. 5, 1969, 83 Stat. 289.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section applicable with respect to any general or spe-
cial election for Representative in, or Resident Com-
missioner to, the Congress of the United States occur-
ring after Dec. 5, 1969, see section 19 of Pub. L. 91–138, 
set out as a note under section 381 of this title. 

§ 393. Filing of pleadings, motions, depositions, 
appendixes, briefs, and other papers 

(a) Filings of pleadings, motions, depositions, 
appendixes, briefs, and other papers shall be ac-
complished by: 

(1) delivering a copy thereof to the Clerk of 
the House of Representatives at his office in 
Washington, District of Columbia, or to a 
member of his staff at such office; or 

(2) mailing a copy thereof, by registered or 
certified mail, addressed to the Clerk at the 
House of Representatives, Washington, Dis-
trict of Columbia: Provided, That if such copy 
is not actually received, another copy shall be 
filed within a reasonable time; and 

(3) delivering or mailing, simultaneously 
with the delivery or mailing of a copy thereof 
under paragraphs (1) and (2) of this subsection, 
such additional copies as the committee may 
by rule prescribe.

(b) All papers filed with the Clerk pursuant to 
this chapter shall be promptly transmitted by 
him to the committee. 

(Pub. L. 91–138, § 14, Dec. 5, 1969, 83 Stat. 289.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section applicable with respect to any general or spe-
cial election for Representative in, or Resident Com-
missioner to, the Congress of the United States occur-
ring after Dec. 5, 1969, see section 19 of Pub. L. 91–138, 
set out as a note under section 381 of this title. 

§ 394. Computation of time 

(a) Method of computing time 

In computing any period of time prescribed or 
allowed by this chapter or by the rules or any 
order of the committee, the day of the act, 
event, or default after which the designated pe-
riod of time begins to run shall not be included. 
The last day of the period so computed shall be 
included, unless it is a Saturday, a Sunday, or a 
legal holiday, in which event the period shall 
run until the end of the next day which is nei-
ther a Saturday, a Sunday, nor a legal holiday. 
When the period of time prescribed or allowed is 
less than seven days, intermediate Saturdays, 
Sundays, and legal holidays shall be excluded in 
the computation. For the purposes of this chap-
ter, ‘‘legal holiday’’ shall mean New Year’s Day, 
Washington’s Birthday, Memorial Day, Inde-
pendence Day, Labor Day, Veterans Day, 
Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Day, and any 
other day appointed as a holiday by the Presi-
dent or the Congress of the United States. 

(b) Service by mail 

Whenever a party has the right or is required 
to do some act or take some proceeding within 

a prescribed period after the service of a plead-
ing, motion, notice, brief, or other paper upon 
him, which is served upon him by mail, three 
days shall be added to the prescribed period. 

(c) Enlargement of time 

When by this chapter or by the rules or any 
order of the committee an act is required or al-
lowed to be done at or within a specified time, 
the committee, for good cause shown, may at 
any time in its discretion (1) with or without 
motion or notice, order the period enlarged if re-
quest therefor is made before the expiration of 
the period originally prescribed or as extended 
by a previous order, or (2) upon motion made 
after the expiration of the specified period, per-
mit the act to be done where the failure to act 
was the result of excusable neglect, but it shall 
not extend the time for serving and filing the 
notice of contest under section 382 of this title. 

(Pub. L. 91–138, § 15, Dec. 5, 1969, 83 Stat. 290.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section applicable with respect to any general or spe-

cial election for Representative in, or Resident Com-

missioner to, the Congress of the United States occur-

ring after Dec. 5, 1969, see section 19 of Pub. L. 91–138, 

set out as a note under section 381 of this title. 

§ 395. Death of contestant 

In the event of the death of the contestant, 
the contested election case shall abate. 

(Pub. L. 91–138, § 16, Dec. 5, 1969, 83 Stat. 290.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section applicable with respect to any general or spe-

cial election for Representative in, or Resident Com-

missioner to, the Congress of the United States occur-

ring after Dec. 5, 1969, see section 19 of Pub. L. 91–138, 

set out as a note under section 381 of this title. 

§ 396. Allowance of party’s expenses 

The committee may allow any party reim-
bursement from the applicable accounts of the 
House of Representatives of his reasonable ex-
penses of the contested election case, including 
reasonable attorneys fees, upon the verified ap-
plication of such party accompanied by a com-
plete and detailed account of his expenses and 
supporting vouchers and receipts. 

(Pub. L. 91–138, § 17, Dec. 5, 1969, 83 Stat. 290; Pub. 
L. 104–186, title II, § 211(4), Aug. 20, 1996, 110 Stat. 
1744.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Pub. L. 104–186 substituted ‘‘applicable ac-

counts’’ for ‘‘contingent fund’’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section applicable with respect to any general or spe-

cial election for Representative in, or Resident Com-

missioner to, the Congress of the United States occur-

ring after Dec. 5, 1969, see section 19 of Pub. L. 91–138, 

set out as a note under section 381 of this title.
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CHAPTER 13—JOINT COMMITTEE ON 
CONGRESSIONAL OPERATIONS 

§§ 411 to 417. Repealed. Pub. L. 104–186, title II, 
§ 212(1)(A), (2), Aug. 20, 1996, 110 Stat. 1745

Section 411, Pub. L. 91–510, title IV, § 401, Oct. 26, 1970, 

84 Stat. 1187, created a 10-member Joint Committee on 

Congressional Operations. 
Section 412, Pub. L. 91–510, title IV, § 402, Oct. 26, 1970, 

84 Stat. 1187, enumerated duties of Joint Committee. 
Section 412a, based on H. Res. No. 988, § 206, Ninety-

third Congress, Oct. 8, 1974, enacted into permanent law 

by Pub. L. 93–554, title I, ch. III, § 101, Dec. 27, 1974, 88 

Stat. 1777, related to continuing study of jurisdiction of 

House standing committees by House members of Joint 

Committee, periodic report to House Committee on 

Rules, and contents and purposes of such report. 
Section 413, Pub. L. 91–510, title IV, § 403, Oct. 26, 1970, 

84 Stat. 1188, related to powers of Joint Committee, in-

cluding rulemaking, issuing subpenas, and admin-

istering oaths. 
Section 414, Pub. L. 91–510, title IV, § 404, Oct. 26, 1970, 

84 Stat. 1188, authorized Joint Committee to appoint 

and manage professional staff members and to utilize 

Government services, personnel, consultants, and ex-

perts. 
Section 415, Pub. L. 91–510, title IV, § 405, Oct. 26, 1970, 

84 Stat. 1188, related to records of Joint Committee. 
Section 416, Pub. L. 91–510, title IV, § 406, Oct. 26, 1970, 

84 Stat. 1189, established Office of Placement and Office 

Management which was subject to supervision and con-

trol of Joint Committee. 
Section 417, Pub. L. 91–510, title IV, § 407, Oct. 26, 1970, 

84 Stat. 1189, directed that expenses of Joint Committee 

be paid from contingent fund of House of Representa-

tives.

CHAPTER 14—FEDERAL ELECTION 
CAMPAIGNS 

SUBCHAPTER I—DISCLOSURE OF FEDERAL 

CAMPAIGN FUNDS 

Sec. 

431 to 434. Transferred. 
435, 436. Repealed. 
437. Transferred. 
437a, 437b. Repealed. 
437c, 437d. Transferred. 
437e. Repealed. 
437f to 439a. Transferred. 
439b. Repealed. 
439c. Transferred. 
440, 441. Repealed. 
441a to 441i. Transferred. 
441j. Repealed. 
441k, 442. Transferred. 

SUBCHAPTER II—GENERAL PROVISIONS 

451 to 455. Transferred. 
456. Repealed. 
457. Transferred.

SUBCHAPTER I—DISCLOSURE OF FEDERAL 
CAMPAIGN FUNDS 

§ 431. Transferred

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section 431 was editorially reclassified as section 

30101 of Title 52, Voting and Elections. 

§ 432. Transferred

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section 432 was editorially reclassified as section 

30102 of Title 52, Voting and Elections. 

§ 433. Transferred

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section 433 was editorially reclassified as section 

30103 of Title 52, Voting and Elections. 

§ 434. Transferred

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section 434 was editorially reclassified as section 

30104 of Title 52, Voting and Elections. 

§§ 435, 436. Repealed. Pub. L. 96–187, title I, 
§ 105(1), Jan. 8, 1980, 93 Stat. 1354

Section 435, Pub. L. 92–225, title III, § 305, Feb. 7, 1972, 

86 Stat. 16; Pub. L. 93–443, title II, § 205(a), Oct. 15, 1974, 

88 Stat. 1278, related to requirements for campaign ad-

vertising. 

Section 436, Pub. L. 92–225, title III, § 306, Feb. 7, 1972, 

86 Stat. 16; Pub. L. 93–443, title II, §§ 206, 207, 208(c)(5), 

Oct. 15, 1974, 88 Stat. 1278, 1279, 1286; Pub. L. 94–283, title 

I, § 115(a), May 11, 1976, 90 Stat. 495, set forth formal re-

quirements respecting reports and statements.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL 

Repeal effective Jan. 8, 1980, see section 301(a) of Pub. 

L. 96–187, set out as an Effective Date of 1980 Amend-

ment note under section 30101 of Title 52, Voting and 

Elections. 

§ 437. Transferred

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section 437 was editorially reclassified as section 

30105 of Title 52, Voting and Elections. 

§ 437a. Repealed. Pub. L. 94–283, title I, § 105, May 
11, 1976, 90 Stat. 481

Section, Pub. L. 92–225, title III, § 308, as added Pub. 

L. 93–443, title II, § 208(a), Oct. 15, 1974, 88 Stat. 1279, re-

quired the filing of reports with the Commission by cer-

tain named persons other than individuals who act to 

influence others to vote for or against political can-

didates. See section 30120 et seq. of Title 52, Voting and 

Elections.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

SAVINGS PROVISION 

Repeal by Pub. L. 94–283 not to release or extinguish 

any penalty, forfeiture, or liability incurred under this 

section, with this section or penalty to be treated as re-

maining in force for the purpose of sustaining any prop-

er action or prosecution for the enforcement of any 

penalty, forfeiture, or liability, see section 114 of Pub. 

L. 94–283, set out as a note under section 441 of this 

title. 

§ 437b. Repealed. Pub. L. 96–187, title I, § 105(1), 
Jan. 8, 1980, 93 Stat. 1354

Section, Pub. L. 92–225, title III, § 308, formerly § 309, 

as added Pub. L. 93–443, title II, § 208(a), Oct. 15, 1974, 88 

Stat. 1280; renumbered § 308 and amended Pub. L. 94–283, 

title I, §§ 105, 106, 115(i), May 11, 1976, 90 Stat. 481, 496, 

set forth provisions respecting designation, etc., of 

campaign depositories.
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