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TITLE 1—GENERAL PROVISIONS

This title was enacted by act July 30, 1947, ch. 388, §1, 61 Stat. 633

Chap. Sec.
1. Rules of construction ........c...cceceeeen 1
2. Acts and resolutions; formalities of
enactment; repeals; sealing of in-
struments 101
3. Code of Laws of United States and
Supplements; District of Colum-
bia Code and Supplements ........... 201

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
POSITIVE LAW; CITATION

This title has been made positive law by section 1 of
act July 30, 1947, ch. 388, 61 Stat. 633, which provided in
part that: “Title 1 of the United States Code entitled
‘General Provisions’, is codified and enacted into posi-
tive law and may be cited as ‘1 U. S.C., §——"

REPEALS

Act July 30, 1947, ch. 388, §2, 61 Stat. 640, provided
that the sections or parts thereof of the Statutes at
Large or the Revised Statutes covering provisions codi-
fied in this Act are repealed insofar as the provisions
appeared in former Title 1, and provided that any
rights or liabilities now existing under the repealed
sections or parts thereof shall not be affected by the re-
peal.

WRITS OF ERROR

Act June 25, 1948, ch. 646, §23, 62 Stat. 990, provided
that: ‘“All Acts of Congress referring to writs of error
shall be construed as amended to the extent necessary
to substitute appeal for writ of error.”’

TABLE SHOWING DISPOSITION OF ALL SECTIONS OF
FORMER TITLE 1

Title Revised Statutes Titiel
Former Statutes at Large New

Sections Sections
1
2
3
4
5
6
101
102
103
104
L 811 L. 105
Nov. 1, 1893, 28 Stat. App. 5 ... 106

Mar. 2, 1895, ch. 177, §1, 28 Stat. 769.
Mar. 6, 1920, ch. 94, §1, 41 Stat. 520 . 107
R.S., §12 108
R.S., §13 ... 109

Mar. 22, 1944, ch. 123, 58 Stat. 118.
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CHAPTER 1—RULES OF CONSTRUCTION

Sec.

1. Words denoting number, gender, etc.!

2. “County’ as including ‘‘parish’’, etc.t

3. ‘“Vessel” as including all means of water
transportation.

4. ‘“Vehicle” as including all means of land
transportation.

5. “Company’’ or ‘‘association” as including
successors and assigns.

6. Limitation of term ‘‘products of American
fisheries.”

7. Definition of ‘‘marriage’ and ‘‘spouse’’.2

8. “Person”, ‘“‘human being’’, ‘‘child”’, and ‘‘indi-

vidual” as including born-alive infant.

Editorial Notes
AMENDMENTS

2002—Pub. L. 107-207, §2(b), Aug. 5, 2002, 116 Stat. 926,
added item 8.

1So0 in original. Does not conform to section catchline.
2Section catchline amended by Pub. L. 117-228 without cor-
responding amendment of chapter analysis.
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1996—Pub. L. 104-199, §3(b), Sept. 21, 1996, 110 Stat.
2420, added item 7.

§1. Words denoting number, gender, and so forth

In determining the meaning of any Act of Con-
gress, unless the context indicates otherwise—
words importing the singular include and
apply to several persons, parties, or things;
words importing the plural include the sin-
gular;

words importing the masculine gender in-
clude the feminine as well;

words used in the present tense include the
future as well as the present;

the words ‘‘insane” and ‘‘insane person’
shall include every idiot, insane person, and
person non compos mentis;

the words ‘‘person’ and ‘‘whoever’ include
corporations, companies, associations, firms,
partnerships, societies, and joint stock compa-
nies, as well as individuals;

“officer” includes any person authorized by
law to perform the duties of the office;

‘“‘signature” or ‘‘subscription” includes a
mark when the person making the same in-
tended it as such;

“oath” includes affirmation, and
includes affirmed;

“writing”’ includes printing and typewriting
and vreproductions of visual symbols by
photographing, multigraphing, mimeo-
graphing, manifolding, or otherwise.

(July 30, 1947, ch. 388, 61 Stat. 633; June 25, 1948,
ch. 645, §6, 62 Stat. 859; Oct. 31, 1951, ch. 655, §1,
65 Stat. 710; Pub. L. 112-231, §2(a), Dec. 28, 2012,
126 Stat. 1619.)

“‘sworn”’

Editorial Notes
AMENDMENTS

2012—Pub. L. 112-231, in fifth clause after opening
clause, struck out “and ‘lunatic’” before ‘‘shall include
every’’ and ‘‘lunatic,” before ‘‘insane person,’’.

1951—Act Oct. 31, 1951, substituted, in fourth clause
after opening clause, ‘“‘used’ for ‘‘use’’.

1948—Act June 25, 1948, included ‘‘tense’’, ‘‘whoever”’,
‘‘signature’, ‘‘subscription”, ‘“‘writing’’ and a broader
definition of ‘“‘person’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
SHORT TITLE OF 2022 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 117-228, §1, Dec. 13, 2022, 136 Stat. 2305, pro-
vided that: “This Act [enacting section 1738C of Title
28, Judiciary and Judicial Procedure, amending section
7 of this title, repealing section 1738C of Title 28, and
enacting provisions set out as notes under section 7 of
this title] may be cited as the ‘Respect for Marriage
Act’.”

SHORT TITLE OF 2012 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 112-231, §1, Dec. 28, 2012, 126 Stat. 1619, pro-
vided that: ‘“This Act [amending this section and sec-
tions 92a, 215, and 215a of Title 12, Banks and Banking]
may be cited as the ‘21st Century Language Act of
2012’.”

SHORT TITLE OF 2002 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 107-207, §1, Aug. 5, 2002, 116 Stat. 926, provided
that: ““This Act [enacting section 8 of this title] may be
cited as the ‘Born-Alive Infants Protection Act of
2002’.”

SHORT TITLE OF 1996 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 104-199, §1, Sept. 21, 1996, 110 Stat. 2419, pro-
vided that: ‘“This Act [enacting section 7 of this title
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and section 1738C of Title 28, Judiciary and Judicial
Procedure] may be cited as the ‘Defense of Marriage
Act’.”

REFERENCES IN PUB. L. 117-328

Pub. L. 117-328, §3, Dec. 29, 2022, 136 Stat. 4461, pro-
vided that: ‘“‘Except as expressly provided otherwise,
any reference to ‘this Act’ contained in any division of
this Act [Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2023, see Ta-
bles for classification] shall be treated as referring only
to the provisions of that division.”

REFERENCES IN PUB. L. 117-229

Pub. L. 117229, §3, Dec. 16, 2022, 136 Stat. 2308, pro-
vided that: ‘‘Except as expressly provided otherwise,
any reference to ‘this Act’ contained in any division of
this Act [Further Continuing Appropriations and Ex-
tensions Act, 2023, see Tables for classification] shall be
treated as referring only to the provisions of that divi-
sion.”

REFERENCES IN PUB. L. 117-103

Pub. L. 117-103, §3, Mar. 15, 2022, 136 Stat. 51, provided
that: ‘“‘Except as expressly provided otherwise, any ref-
erence to ‘this Act’ contained in any division of this
Act [Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2022, see Tables
for classification] shall be treated as referring only to
the provisions of that division.”

REFERENCES IN PUB. L. 117-58

Pub. L. 117-58, §2, Nov. 15, 2021, 135 Stat. 442, provided
that: “Except as expressly provided otherwise, any ref-
erence to ‘this Act’ contained in any division of this
Act [Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act, see Ta-
bles for classification] shall be treated as referring only
to the provisions of that division.”

REFERENCES IN PUB. L. 117-43

Pub. L. 11743, §3, Sept. 30, 2021, 135 Stat. 344, provided
that: ‘“‘Except as expressly provided otherwise, any ref-
erence to ‘this Act’ contained in any division of this
Act [Extending Government Funding and Delivering
Emergency Assistance Act, see Tables for classifica-
tion] shall be treated as referring only to the provisions
of that division.”

REFERENCES IN PUB. L. 116-260

Pub. L. 116-260, §3, Dec. 27, 2020, 134 Stat. 1185, pro-
vided that: ‘“‘Except as expressly provided otherwise,
any reference to ‘this Act’ contained in any division of
this Act [Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021, see Ta-
bles for classification] shall be treated as referring only
to the provisions of that division.”

Pub. L. 116-260, div. K, title VII, §7034(q)(7), Dec. 27,
2020, 134 Stat. 1754, provided that: ‘‘Except as expressly
provided otherwise, any reference to ‘this Act’ con-
tained in titles I through VII [of div. K of Pub. L.
116-260, see Tables for classification] shall be treated as
referring only to the provisions of such titles.”

REFERENCES IN PUB. L. 116-159

Pub. L. 116-159, §3, Oct. 1, 2020, 134 Stat. 709, provided
that: “‘Except as expressly provided otherwise, any ref-
erence to ‘this Act’ contained in any division of this
Act [Continuing Appropriations Act, 2021 and Other Ex-
tensions Act, see Tables for classification] shall be
treated as referring only to the provisions of that divi-
sion.”

REFERENCES IN PUB. L. 116-136

Pub. L. 116-136, §3, Mar. 27, 2020, 134 Stat. 285, pro-
vided that: ‘‘Except as expressly provided otherwise,
any reference to ‘this Act’ contained in any division of
this Act [Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Secu-
rity Act or the CARES Act, see Tables for classifica-
tion] shall be treated as referring only to the provisions
of that division.”

REFERENCES IN PUB. L. 116-127

Pub. L. 116-127, §3, Mar. 18, 2020, 134 Stat. 178, pro-
vided that: ‘“‘Except as expressly provided otherwise,
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any reference to ‘this Act’ contained in any division of
this Act [Families First Coronavirus Response Act, see
Tables for classification] shall be treated as referring
only to the provisions of that division.”

REFERENCES IN PUB. L. 116-94

Pub. L. 116-94, §3, Dec. 20, 2019, 133 Stat. 25636, provided
that: ‘“Except as expressly provided otherwise, any ref-
erence to ‘this Act’ contained in any division of this
Act [Further Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2020, see
Tables for classification] shall be treated as referring
only to the provisions of that division.”

Pub. L. 116-94, div. F, title VI, §612, Dec. 20, 2019, 133
Stat. 2815, provided that: ‘‘Except as expressly provided
otherwise, any reference to ‘this Act’ contained in this
division [div. F of Pub. L. 116-94, see Tables for classi-
fication] shall be treated as referring only to the provi-
sions of this division.”

Pub. L. 116-94, div. H, title IV, §420, Dec. 20, 2019, 133
Stat. 3017, provided that: ‘‘Except as expressly provided
otherwise, any reference to ‘this Act’ contained in this
division [div. H of Pub. L. 116-94, see Tables for classi-
fication] shall be treated as referring only to the provi-
sions of this division.”

REFERENCES IN PUB. L. 116-93

Pub. L. 116-93, §3, Dec. 20, 2019, 133 Stat. 2318, provided
that: ‘“‘Except as expressly provided otherwise, any ref-
erence to ‘this Act’ contained in any division of this
Act [Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2020, see Tables
for classification] shall be treated as referring only to
the provisions of that division.”

REFERENCES IN PUB. L. 116-6

Pub. L. 116-6, §3, Feb. 15, 2019, 133 Stat. 14, provided
that: ‘“Except as expressly provided otherwise, any ref-
erence to ‘this Act’ contained in any division of this
Act [Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2019, see Tables
for classification] shall be treated as referring only to
the provisions of that division.”’

REFERENCES IN PUB. L. 115-245

Pub. L. 115-245, §3, Sept. 28, 2018, 132 Stat. 2981, pro-
vided that: ‘“Except as expressly provided otherwise,
any reference to ‘this Act’ contained in any division of
this Act [Department of Defense and Labor, Health and
Human Services, and Education Appropriations Act,
2019 and Continuing Appropriations Act, 2019, see Ta-
bles for classification] shall be treated as referring only
to the provisions of that division.”

REFERENCES IN PUB. L. 115-244

Pub. L. 115-244, §3, Sept. 21, 2018, 132 Stat. 2897, pro-
vided that: ‘“Except as expressly provided otherwise,
any reference to ‘this Act’ contained in any division of
this Act [Energy and Water, Legislative Branch, and
Military Construction and Veterans Affairs Appropria-
tions Act, 2019, see Tables for classification] shall be
treated as referring only to the provisions of that divi-
sion.”

REFERENCES IN PUB. L. 115-141

Pub. L. 115-141, §3, Mar. 23, 2018, 132 Stat. 350, pro-
vided that: ‘“Except as expressly provided otherwise,
any reference to ‘this Act’ contained in any division of
this Act [Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2018, see Ta-
bles for classification] shall be treated as referring only
to the provisions of that division.”

REFERENCES IN PUB. L. 115-56

Pub. L. 115-56, §3, Sept. 8, 2017, 131 Stat. 1129, provided
that: ‘“Except as expressly provided otherwise, any ref-
erence to ‘this Act’ contained in any division of this
Act [Continuing Appropriations Act, 2018 and Supple-
mental Appropriations for Disaster Relief Require-
ments Act, 2017, see Tables for classification] shall be
treated as referring only to the provisions of that divi-
sion.”
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REFERENCES IN PUB. L. 115-31

Pub. L. 115-31, §3, May 5, 2017, 131 Stat. 137, provided
that: ‘“‘Except as expressly provided otherwise, any ref-
erence to ‘this Act’ contained in any division of this
Act [Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2017, see Tables
for classification] shall be treated as referring only to
the provisions of that division.”

REFERENCES IN PUB. L. 114-113

Pub. L. 114-113, §3, Dec. 18, 2015, 129 Stat. 2244, pro-
vided that: ‘‘Except as expressly provided otherwise,
any reference to ‘this Act’ contained in any division of
this Act [Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2016, see Ta-
bles for classification] shall be treated as referring only
to the provisions of that division.”

REFERENCES IN PUB. L. 114-94

Pub. L. 114-94, div. A, §1004, Dec. 4, 2015, 129 Stat. 1322,
provided that: ‘‘Except as expressly provided otherwise,
any reference to ‘this Act’ contained in this division
[see Tables for classification] shall be treated as refer-
ring only to the provisions of this division.”

REFERENCES IN PUB. L. 113-235

Pub. L. 113-235, §3, Dec. 16, 2014, 128 Stat. 2132, pro-
vided that: ‘“‘Except as expressly provided otherwise,
any reference to ‘this Act’ contained in any division of
this Act [Consolidated and Further Continuing Appro-
priations Act, 2015, see Tables for classification] shall
be treated as referring only to the provisions of that di-
vision.”

REFERENCES IN PUB. L. 113-76

Pub. L. 113-76, §3, Jan. 17, 2014, 128 Stat. 7, provided
that: ‘“‘Except as expressly provided otherwise, any ref-
erence to ‘this Act’ contained in any division of this
Act [Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2014, see Tables
for classification] shall be treated as referring only to
the provisions of that division.”

REFERENCES IN PUB. L. 113-67

Pub. L. 113-67, div. A, §1(c), Dec. 26, 2013, 127 Stat.
1166, provided that: ‘‘Except as expressly provided oth-
erwise, any reference to ‘this Act’ contained in any di-
vision of this Act [Bipartisan Budget Act of 2013, see
Tables for classification] shall be treated as referring
only to the provisions of that division.”

REFERENCES IN PUB. L. 113-6

Pub. L. 113-6, §3, Mar. 26, 2013, 127 Stat. 199, provided
that: ‘“‘Except as expressly provided otherwise, any ref-
erence to ‘this Act’ contained in division A, B, C, D, or
E of this Act [Consolidated and Further Continuing Ap-
propriations Act, 2013, see Tables for classification]
shall be treated as referring only to the provisions of
that division.”

REFERENCES IN PUB. L. 112-74

Pub. L. 112-74, §3, Dec. 23, 2011, 125 Stat. 787, provided
that: ‘“‘Except as expressly provided otherwise, any ref-
erence to ‘this Act’ contained in any division of this
Act [Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2012, see Tables
for classification] shall be treated as referring only to
the provisions of that division.”

REFERENCES IN PUB. L. 112-55

Pub. L. 112-55, §3, Nov. 18, 2011, 125 Stat. 552, provided
that: ‘“‘Except as expressly provided otherwise, any ref-
erence to ‘this Act’ contained in any division of this
Act [Consolidated and Further Continuing Appropria-
tions Act, 2012, see Tables for classification] shall be
treated as referring only to the provisions of that divi-
sion.”

REFERENCES IN PUB. L. 112-10

Pub. L. 112-10, div. A, title IX, §9015, Apr. 15, 2011, 125
Stat. 102, provided that: ‘“‘Any reference to ‘this Act’ in



§2 TITLE 1—GENERAL PROVISIONS

this division [Department of Defense Appropriations
Act, 2011, see Tables for classification] shall apply sole-
ly to this division.”

REFERENCES IN PUB. L. 111-118

Pub. L. 111-118, §3, Dec. 19, 2009, 123 Stat. 3409, pro-
vided that: ‘“‘Except as expressly provided otherwise,
any reference to ‘this Act’ contained in any division of
this Act [Department of Defense Appropriations Act,
2010, see Tables for classification] shall be treated as
referring only to the provisions of that division.”

REFERENCES IN PUB. L. 111-117

Pub. L. 111-117, §3, Dec. 16, 2009, 123 Stat. 3035, pro-
vided that: ‘“‘Except as expressly provided otherwise,
any reference to ‘this Act’ contained in any division of
this Act [Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2010, see Ta-
bles for classification] shall be treated as referring only
to the provisions of that division.”

REFERENCES IN PUB. L. 111-8

Pub. L. 111-8, §3, Mar. 11, 2009, 123 Stat. 525, provided
that: ‘“Except as expressly provided otherwise, any ref-
erence to ‘this Act’ contained in any division of this
Act [Omnibus Appropriations Act, 2009, see Tables for
classification] shall be treated as referring only to the
provisions of that division.”

REFERENCES IN PUB. L. 111-5

Pub. L. 111-5, §4, Feb. 17, 2009, 123 Stat. 116, provided
that: ‘““Except as expressly provided otherwise, any ref-
erence to ‘this Act’ contained in any division of this
Act [American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009,
see Tables for classification] shall be treated as refer-
ring only to the provisions of that division.”

REFERENCES IN PUB. L. 110-329

Pub. L. 110-329, §3, Sept. 30, 2008, 122 Stat. 3574, pro-
vided that: ‘“‘Except as expressly provided otherwise,
any reference to ‘this Act’ or ‘this joint resolution’
contained in any division of this Act [Consolidated Se-
curity, Disaster Assistance, and Continuing Appropria-
tions Act, 2009, see Tables for classification] shall be
treated as referring only to the provisions of that divi-
sion.”

REFERENCES IN PUB. L. 110-161

Pub. L. 110-161, §3, Dec. 26, 2007, 121 Stat. 1845, pro-
vided that: ‘‘Except as expressly provided otherwise,
any reference to ‘this Act’ contained in any division of
this Act [Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2008, see Ta-
bles for classification] shall be treated as referring only
to the provisions of that division.”

REFERENCES IN PUB. L. 110-116

Pub. L. 110-116, §2, Nov. 13, 2007, 121 Stat. 1295, pro-
vided that: ‘“‘Except as expressly provided otherwise,
any reference to ‘this Act’ contained in any division of
this Act [see Tables for classification] shall be treated
as referencing only to the provisions of that division.”

REFERENCES IN PUB. L. 109-289

Pub. L. 109-289, div. A, title VIII, §8112, Sept. 29, 2006,
120 Stat. 1299, provided that: ‘‘Except as expressly pro-
vided otherwise, any reference to ‘this Act’ contained
in this division [Department of Defense Appropriations
Act, 2007, see Tables for classification] shall be refer-
ring only to the provisions of this division.”

REFERENCES IN PUB. L. 109-148

Pub. L. 109-148, div. B, title V, §5002, Dec. 30, 2005, 119
Stat. 2813, provided that: ‘“‘Except as expressly provided
otherwise, any reference to ‘this Act’ contained in ei-
ther division A [Department of Defense Appropriations
Act, 2006, see Tables for classification] or division B
[Emergency Supplemental Appropriations Act to Ad-
dress Hurricanes in the Gulf of Mexico and Pandemic
Influenza, 2006, see Tables for classification] shall be
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treated as referring only to the provisions of that divi-
sion.”

REFERENCES IN PUB. L. 109-115

Pub. L. 109-115, div. A, title VIII, §847, Nov. 30, 2005,
119 Stat. 2507, provided that: ‘“‘Except as expressly pro-
vided otherwise, any reference to ‘this Act’ contained
in this division [Transportation, Treasury, Housing and
Urban Development, the Judiciary, and Independent
Agencies Appropriations Act, 2006, see Tables for classi-
fication] shall be treated as referring only to the provi-
sions of this division.”

REFERENCES IN PUB. L. 108-447

Pub. L. 108447, §3, Dec. 8, 2004, 118 Stat. 2810, provided
that: ‘“‘Except as expressly provided otherwise, any ref-
erence to ‘this Act’ contained in any division of this
Act [Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2005, see Tables
for classification] shall be treated as referring only to
the provisions of that division.”

REFERENCES IN PUB. L. 108-199

Pub. L. 108-199, §3, Jan. 23, 2004, 118 Stat. 4, provided
that: ‘“‘Except as expressly provided otherwise, any ref-
erence to ‘this Act’ contained in any division of this
Act [Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2004, see Tables
for classification] shall be treated as referring only to
the provisions of that division.”

REFERENCES IN PUB. L. 108-7

Pub. L. 108-7, §3, Feb. 20, 2003, 117 Stat. 12, provided
that: ‘“‘Except as expressly provided otherwise, any ref-
erence to ‘this Act’ contained in any division of this
joint resolution [Consolidated Appropriations Resolu-
tion, 2003, see Tables for classification] shall be treated
as referring only to the provisions of that division.”

CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES

Pub. L. 86-70, §48, June 25, 1959, 73 Stat. 154, provided
that: “Whenever the phrase ‘continental United States’
is used in any law of the United States enacted after
the date of enactment of this Act [June 25, 1959], it
shall mean the 49 States on the North American Con-
tinent and the District of Columbia, unless otherwise
expressly provided.”

§2. “County” as including “parish”, and so forth

The word ‘‘county’ includes a parish, or any
other equivalent subdivision of a State or Terri-
tory of the United States.

(July 30, 1947, ch. 388, 61 Stat. 633.)

§3. “Vessel” as including all means of water
transportation

The word ‘‘vessel’” includes every description
of watercraft or other artificial contrivance
used, or capable of being used, as a means of
transportation on water.

(July 30, 1947, ch. 388, 61 Stat. 633.)

§4. “Vehicle” as including all means of land
transportation

The word ‘‘vehicle” includes every description
of carriage or other artificial contrivance used,
or capable of being used, as a means of transpor-
tation on land.

(July 30, 1947, ch. 388, 61 Stat. 633.)

§5. “Company” or “association” as including suc-
cessors and assigns

The word ‘‘company’ or ‘‘association’’, when
used in reference to a corporation, shall be
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deemed to embrace the words ‘‘successors and
assigns of such company or association”, in like
manner as if these last-named words, or words of
similar import, were expressed.

(July 30, 1947, ch. 388, 61 Stat. 633.)

§6. Limitation of term “products of American
fisheries”

Wherever, in the statutes of the United States
or in the rulings, regulations, or interpretations
of various administrative bureaus and agencies
of the United States there appears or may ap-
pear the term ‘‘products of American fisheries”
said term shall not include fresh or frozen fish
fillets, fresh or frozen fish steaks, or fresh or
frozen slices of fish substantially free of bone
(including any of the foregoing divided into sec-
tions), produced in a foreign country or its terri-
torial waters, in whole or in part with the use of
the labor of persons who are not residents of the
United States.

(July 30, 1947, ch. 388, 61 Stat. 634.)
§ 7. Marriage

(a) For the purposes of any Federal law, rule,
or regulation in which marital status is a factor,
an individual shall be considered married if that
individual’s marriage is between 2 individuals
and is valid in the State where the marriage was
entered into or, in the case of a marriage en-
tered into outside any State, if the marriage is
between 2 individuals and is valid in the place
where entered into and the marriage could have
been entered into in a State.

(b) In this section, the term ‘‘State’ means a
State, the District of Columbia, the Common-
wealth of Puerto Rico, or any other territory or
possession of the United States.

(¢c) For purposes of subsection (a), in deter-
mining whether a marriage is valid in a State or
the place where entered into, if outside of any
State, only the law of the jurisdiction applicable
at the time the marriage was entered into may
be considered.

(Added Pub. L. 104-199, §3(a), Sept. 21, 1996, 110
Stat. 2419; amended Pub. L. 117-228, §5, Dec. 13,
2022, 136 Stat. 2306.)

Editorial Notes
AMENDMENTS

2022—Pub. L. 117-228 amended section generally. Prior
to amendment, text read as follows: ‘‘In determining
the meaning of any Act of Congress, or of any ruling,
regulation, or interpretation of the various administra-
tive bureaus and agencies of the United States, the
word ‘marriage’ means only a legal union between one
man and one woman as husband and wife, and the word
‘spouse’ refers only to a person of the opposite sex who
is a husband or a wife.”

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
SEVERABILITY

Pub. L. 117-228, §8, Dec. 13, 2022, 136 Stat. 2307, pro-
vided that: “If any provision of this Act [see Short
Title of 2022 Amendment note set out under section 1 of
this title], or any amendment made by this Act, or the
application of such provision to any person, entity,
government, or circumstance, is held to be unconstitu-
tional, the remainder of this Act, or any amendment
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made thereby, or the application of such provision to
all other persons, entities, governments, or cir-
cumstances, shall not be affected thereby.”

FINDINGS

Pub. L. 117-228, §2, Dec. 13, 2022, 136 Stat. 2305, pro-
vided that: ‘“Congress finds the following:

‘(1) No union is more profound than marriage, for
it embodies the highest ideals of love, fidelity, devo-
tion, sacrifice, and family.

‘“(2) Diverse beliefs about the role of gender in mar-
riage are held by reasonable and sincere people based
on decent and honorable religious or philosophical
premises. Therefore, Congress affirms that such peo-
ple and their diverse beliefs are due proper respect.

‘(3) Millions of people, including interracial and
same-sex couples, have entered into marriages and
have enjoyed the rights and privileges associated
with marriage. Couples joining in marriage deserve
to have the dignity, stability, and ongoing protection
that marriage affords to families and children.”’

NO IMPACT ON RELIGIOUS LIBERTY AND CONSCIENCE

Pub. L. 117228, §6, Dec. 13, 2022, 136 Stat. 2306, pro-
vided that:

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Nothing in this Act [see Short
Title of 2022 Amendment note set out under section 1 of
this title], or any amendment made by this Act, shall
be construed to diminish or abrogate a religious liberty
or conscience protection otherwise available to an indi-
vidual or organization under the Constitution of the
United States or Federal law.

‘“(b) GOODS OR SERVICES.—Consistent with the First
Amendment to the Constitution, nonprofit religious or-
ganizations, including churches, mosques, synagogues,
temples, nondenominational ministries, interdenomi-
national and ecumenical organizations, mission organi-
zations, faith-based social agencies, religious edu-
cational institutions, and nonprofit entities whose
principal purpose is the study, practice, or advance-
ment of religion, and any employee of such an organi-
zation, shall not be required to provide services, accom-
modations, advantages, facilities, goods, or privileges
for the solemnization or celebration of a marriage. Any
refusal under this subsection to provide such services,
accommodations, advantages, facilities, goods, or privi-
leges shall not create any civil claim or cause of ac-
tion.”

STATUTORY PROHIBITION

Pub. L. 117228, §7, Dec. 13, 2022, 136 Stat. 2306, pro-
vided that:

‘“(a) NO IMPACT ON STATUS AND BENEFITS NOT ARISING
FROM A MARRIAGE.—Nothing in this Act [see Short
Title of 2022 Amendment note set out under section 1 of
this title], or any amendment made by this Act, shall
be construed to deny or alter any benefit, status, or
right of an otherwise eligible entity or person which
does not arise from a marriage, including tax-exempt
status, tax treatment, educational funding, or a grant,
contract, agreement, guarantee, loan, scholarship, li-
cense, certification, accreditation, claim, or defense.

“(b) NO FEDERAL RECOGNITION OF POLYGAMOUS MAR-
RIAGES.—Nothing in this Act, or any amendment made
by this Act, shall be construed to require or authorize
Federal recognition of marriages between more than 2
individuals.”

§8. “Person”, “human being”, “child”, and “indi-
vidual” as including born-alive infant

(a) In determining the meaning of any Act of
Congress, or of any ruling, regulation, or inter-
pretation of the various administrative bureaus
and agencies of the United States, the words
“person’’, ‘“human being’’, ‘‘child”’, and ‘‘indi-
vidual”’, shall include every infant member of
the species homo sapiens who is born alive at
any stage of development.
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(b) As used in this section, the term ‘‘born
alive’’, with respect to a member of the species
homo sapiens, means the complete expulsion or
extraction from his or her mother of that mem-
ber, at any stage of development, who after such
expulsion or extraction breathes or has a beat-
ing heart, pulsation of the umbilical cord, or
definite movement of voluntary muscles, regard-
less of whether the umbilical cord has been cut,
and regardless of whether the expulsion or ex-
traction occurs as a result of natural or induced
labor, cesarean section, or induced abortion.

(c) Nothing in this section shall be construed
to affirm, deny, expand, or contract any legal
status or legal right applicable to any member
of the species homo sapiens at any point prior to
being ‘‘born alive’ as defined in this section.

(Added Pub. L. 107-207, §2(a), Aug. 5, 2002, 116
Stat. 926.)

CHAPTER 2—ACTS AND RESOLUTIONS; FOR-

MALITIES OF ENACTMENT; REPEALS;
SEALING OF INSTRUMENTS

Sec.

101. Enacting clause.

102. Resolving clause.

103. Enacting or resolving words after first sec-
tion.

104. Numbering of sections; single proposition.

105. Title of appropriation Acts.

106. Printing bills and joint resolutions.

106a. Promulgation of laws.

106Db. Amendments to Constitution.

107. Parchment or paper for printing enrolled bills
or resolutions.

108. Repeal of repealing act.

109. Repeal of statutes as affecting existing liabil-
ities.

110. Saving clause of Revised Statutes.

111. Repeals as evidence of prior effectiveness.

112. Statutes at Large; contents; admissibility in
evidence.

112a. United States Treaties and Other Inter-
national Agreements; contents; admissi-
bility in evidence.

112Db. United States international agreements and
non-binding instruments; transparency pro-
visions.

113. “Little and Brown’s’” edition of laws and
treaties; slip laws; Treaties and Other Inter-
national Act! Series; admissibility in evi-
dence.

114. Sealing of instruments.

Editorial Notes
AMENDMENTS

2022—Pub. L. 117-263, div. E, title LIX, §5947(a)(2),
Dec. 23, 2022, 136 Stat. 3481, added item 112b and struck
out former item 112b “‘United States international
agreements; transmission to Congress’’.

1972—Pub. L. 92-403, §2, Aug. 22, 1972, 86 Stat. 619,
added item 112b.

1966—Pub. L. 89-497, §2, July 8, 1966, 80 Stat. 271, in-
serted ‘‘slip laws; Treaties and Other International
Acts Series;” in item 113.

1951—Act Oct. 31, 1951, ch. 655, §2(a), 656 Stat. 710,
added items 106a and 106b.

1950—Act Sept. 23, 1950, ch. 1001, §3, 64 Stat. 980, added
item 112a.

§101. Enacting clause
The enacting clause of all Acts of Congress
shall be in the following form: ‘‘Be it enacted by

180 in original. Does not conform to section catchline.
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the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assem-
bled.”

(July 30, 1947, ch. 388, 61 Stat. 634.)

§ 102. Resolving clause

The resolving clause of all joint resolutions
shall be in the following form: ‘‘Resolved by the
Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assem-
bled.”

(July 30, 1947, ch. 388, 61 Stat. 634.)

§103. Enacting or resolving words after first sec-
tion

No enacting or resolving words shall be used in
any section of an Act or resolution of Congress
except in the first.

(July 30, 1947, ch. 388, 61 Stat. 634.)

§ 104. Numbering of sections; single proposition

Each section shall be numbered, and shall con-
tain, as nearly as may be, a single proposition of
enactment.

(July 30, 1947, ch. 388, 61 Stat. 634.)
§ 105. Title of appropriation Acts

The style and title of all Acts making appro-
priations for the support of Government shall be
as follows: ‘““An Act making appropriations (here
insert the object) for the year ending September
30 (here insert the calendar year).”

(July 30, 1947, ch. 388, 61 Stat. 634; Pub. L. 93-344,
title V, §506(a), July 12, 1974, 88 Stat. 322.)

Editorial Notes

AMENDMENTS

1974—Pub. L. 93-344 substituted ‘‘September 30" for
““‘June 30”.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1974 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 93-344, title V, §506(b), July 12, 1974, 88 Stat.
322, which provided that the amendment of this section
by Pub. L. 93-344 was effective with respect to Acts
making appropriations for the support of the Govern-
ment for any fiscal year commencing on or after Oct.
1, 1976, was omitted in the complete revision of title V
of Pub. L. 93-344 by Pub. L. 101-508, title XIII, §13201(a),
Nov. 5, 1990, 104 Stat. 1388-609.

§106. Printing bills and joint resolutions

Every bill or joint resolution in each House of
Congress shall, when such bill or resolution
passes either House, be printed, and such printed
copy shall be called the engrossed bill or resolu-
tion as the case may be. Said engrossed bill or
resolution shall be signed by the Clerk of the
House or the Secretary of the Senate, and shall
be sent to the other House, and in that form
shall be dealt with by that House and its offi-
cers, and, if passed, returned signed by said
Clerk or Secretary. When such bill, or joint res-
olution shall have passed both Houses, it shall
be printed and shall then be called the enrolled
bill, or joint resolution, as the case may be, and
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