Page 415

(f) Report

Not later than 270 days after October 4, 2006,
the Administrator shall submit to the appro-
priate committees of Congress a report describ-
ing in detail the status of the National Emer-
gency Family Registry and Locator System, in-
cluding any difficulties or issues in establishing
the System, including funding issues.

(Pub. L. 109-295, title VI, §689c, Oct. 4, 2006, 120
Stat. 1451.)

§776. Individuals and households pilot program

(a) Pilot program
(1) In general

The President, acting through the Adminis-
trator, in coordination with State, local, and
tribal governments, shall establish and con-
duct a pilot program. The pilot program shall
be designed to make better use of existing
rental housing, located in areas covered by a
major disaster declaration, in order to provide
timely and cost-effective temporary housing
assistance to individuals and households eligi-
ble for assistance under section 5174 of title 42
where alternative housing options are less
available or less cost-effective.

(2) Administration
(A) In general

For the purposes of the pilot program
under this section, the Administrator may—
(i) enter into lease agreements with own-
ers of multi-family rental property located
in areas covered by a major disaster dec-
laration to house individuals and house-
holds eligible for assistance under section
5174 of title 42;

(ii) make improvements to properties
under such lease agreements;

(iii) use the pilot program where the pro-
gram is cost effective in that the cost to
the Government for the lease agreements
is in proportion to the savings to the Gov-
ernment by not providing alternative
housing; and

(iv) limit repairs to those required to en-
sure that the housing units shall meet
Federal housing quality standards.

(B) Improvements to leased properties

Under the terms of any lease agreement
for a property described under subparagraph
(A)(ii), the value of the contribution of the
Agency to such improvements—

(i) shall be deducted from the value of
the lease agreement; and

(ii) may not exceed the value of the lease
agreement.

(3) Consultation

In administering the pilot program under
this section, the Administrator may consult
with State, local, and tribal governments.
(4) Report

(A) In general

Not later than March 31, 2009, the Adminis-
trator shall submit to the appropriate com-

mittees of Congress a report regarding the
effectiveness of the pilot program.
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(B) Contents

The Administrator shall include in the re-
port—

(i) an assessment of the effectiveness of
the pilot program under this section, in-
cluding an assessment of cost-savings to
the Federal Government and any benefits
to individuals and households eligible for
assistance under section 5174 of title 42
under the pilot program;

(ii) findings and conclusions of the Ad-
ministrator with respect to the pilot pro-
gram;

(iii) an assessment of additional authori-
ties needed to aid the Agency in its mis-
sion of providing disaster housing assist-
ance to individuals and households eligible
for assistance under section 5174 of title 42,
either under the pilot program under this
section or other potential housing pro-
grams; and

(iv) any recommendations of the Admin-
istrator for additional authority to con-
tinue or make permanent the pilot pro-
gram.

(b) Pilot program project approval

The Administrator shall not approve a project
under the pilot program after December 31, 2008.

(Pub. L. 109-295, title VI, §689i, Oct. 4, 2006, 120
Stat. 1454.)

§ 777. Public assistance pilot program

(a) Pilot program
(1) In general

The President, acting through the Adminis-
trator, and in coordination with State and
local governments, shall establish and conduct
a pilot program to—

(A) reduce the costs to the Federal Gov-
ernment of providing assistance to States
and local governments under sections
5170b(a)(3)(A), 5172, and 5173 of title 42;

(B) increase flexibility in the administra-
tion of sections 5170b(a)(3)(A), 5172, and 5173
of title 42; and

(C) expedite the provision of assistance to
States and local governments provided
under sections 5170b(a)(3)(A), 5172, and 5173 of
title 42.

(2) Participation

Only States and local governments that
elect to participate in the pilot program may
participate in the pilot program for a par-
ticular project.

(3) Innovative administration
(A) In general
For purposes of the pilot program, the Ad-
ministrator shall establish new procedures
to administer assistance provided under the
sections referred to in paragraph (1).
(B) New procedures

The new procedures established under sub-
paragraph (A) may include 1 or more of the
following:

(i) Notwithstanding section 5172(c)(1)(A)
of title 42, providing an option for a State
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