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or agents against the people, territory, or inter-

ests of the United States. 

(Pub. L. 107–296, title XIX, § 1921, as added Pub. 

L. 115–387, § 2(a)(3), Dec. 21, 2018, 132 Stat. 5163.) 

§ 591h. Relationship to other Department compo-
nents and Federal agencies 

(a) In general 

The authority of the Assistant Secretary 

under this subchapter shall not affect or dimin-

ish the authority or the responsibility of any of-

ficer of the Department or any officer of any 

other Federal agency with respect to the com-

mand, control, or direction of the functions, per-

sonnel, funds, assets, or liabilities of any compo-

nent of the Department or any other Federal 

agency. 

(b) Office for Strategy, Policy, and Plans 

Not later than one year after December 21, 

2018, the Assistant Secretary shall, in coordina-

tion with the Under Secretary for Strategy, Pol-

icy, and Plans, submit to the appropriate con-

gressional committees a strategy and implemen-

tation plan to direct programs within the Office 

and to integrate those programs with other pro-

grams and activities of the Department. 

(c) Federal Emergency Management Agency 

Nothing in this subchapter or any other provi-

sion of law may be construed to affect or reduce 

the responsibilities of the Federal Emergency 

Management Agency or the Administrator of 

the Agency, including the diversion of any asset, 

function, or mission of the Agency or the Ad-

ministrator of the Agency. 

(Pub. L. 107–296, title XIX, § 1922, as added Pub. 

L. 115–387, § 2(a)(3), Dec. 21, 2018, 132 Stat. 5163.) 

§ 592. Responsibilities 

(a) Mission 

The Office shall be responsible for coordi-

nating Federal efforts to detect and protect 

against the unauthorized importation, posses-

sion, storage, transportation, development, or 

use of a nuclear explosive device, fissile mate-

rial, or radiological material in the United 

States, and to protect against attack using such 

devices or materials against the people, terri-

tory, or interests of the United States and, to 

this end, shall—

(1) serve as the primary entity of the United 

States Government to further develop, ac-

quire, and support the deployment of an en-

hanced domestic system to detect and report 

on attempts to import, possess, store, trans-

port, develop, or use an unauthorized nuclear 

explosive device, fissile material, or radio-

logical material in the United States, and im-

prove that system over time; 

(2) enhance and coordinate the nuclear de-

tection efforts of Federal, State, local, and 

tribal governments and the private sector to 

ensure a managed, coordinated response; 

(3) establish, with the approval of the Sec-

retary and in coordination with the Attorney 

General, the Secretary of Defense, and the 

Secretary of Energy, additional protocols and 

procedures for use within the United States to 

ensure that the detection of unauthorized nu-

clear explosive devices, fissile material, or ra-

diological material is promptly reported to 

the Attorney General, the Secretary, the Sec-

retary of Defense, the Secretary of Energy, 

and other appropriate officials or their respec-

tive designees for appropriate action by law 

enforcement, military, emergency response, or 

other authorities; 
(4) develop, with the approval of the Sec-

retary and in coordination with the Attorney 

General, the Secretary of State, the Secretary 

of Defense, and the Secretary of Energy, an 

enhanced global nuclear detection architec-

ture with implementation under which—
(A) the Office will be responsible for the 

implementation of the domestic portion of 

the global architecture; 
(B) the Secretary of Defense will retain re-

sponsibility for implementation of Depart-

ment of Defense requirements within and 

outside the United States; and 
(C) the Secretary of State, the Secretary 

of Defense, and the Secretary of Energy will 

maintain their respective responsibilities for 

policy guidance and implementation of the 

portion of the global architecture outside 

the United States, which will be imple-

mented consistent with applicable law and 

relevant international arrangements;

(5) ensure that the expertise necessary to ac-

curately interpret detection data is made 

available in a timely manner for all tech-

nology deployed by the Office to implement 

the global nuclear detection architecture; 
(6) conduct, support, coordinate, and encour-

age an aggressive, expedited, evolutionary, 

and transformational program of research and 

development to generate and improve tech-

nologies to detect and prevent the illicit 

entry, transport, assembly, or potential use 

within the United States of a nuclear explo-

sive device or fissile or radiological material, 

and coordinate with the Under Secretary for 

Science and Technology on basic and advanced 

or transformational research and development 

efforts relevant to the mission of both organi-

zations; 
(7) carry out a program to test and evaluate 

technology for detecting a nuclear explosive 

device and fissile or radiological material, in 

coordination with the Secretary of Defense 

and the Secretary of Energy, as appropriate, 

and establish performance metrics for evalu-

ating the effectiveness of individual detectors 

and detection systems in detecting such de-

vices or material—
(A) under realistic operational and envi-

ronmental conditions; and 
(B) against realistic adversary tactics and 

countermeasures;

(8) support and enhance the effective sharing 

and use of appropriate information generated 

by the intelligence community, law enforce-

ment agencies, counterterrorism community, 

other government agencies, and foreign gov-

ernments, as well as provide appropriate infor-

mation to such entities; 
(9) further enhance and maintain continuous 

awareness by analyzing information from all 

Office mission-related detection systems; 
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