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(j) Reporting participation rates 

The Administrator shall, on an annual basis, 

report to the appropriate congressional commit-

tees on—
(1) participation rates in the public alert and 

warning system; and 
(2) any efforts to expand alert, warning, and 

interoperable communications to rural and 

underserved areas. 

(k) Timeline for compliance 

Each State shall be given a reasonable amount 

of time to comply with any new rules, regula-

tions, or requirements imposed under this sec-

tion. 

(Pub. L. 116–92, div. A, title XVII, § 1756, Dec. 20, 

2019, 133 Stat. 1855.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 2(b)(7)(B) of the Integrated Public Alert and 

Warning System Modernization Act of 2015, referred to 

in subsec. (b)(2), is section 2(b)(7)(B) of Pub. L. 114–143, 

Apr. 11, 2016, 130 Stat. 332, which relates to submission 

of reports by the National Advisory Council and is not 

classified to the Code. 
The Federal Advisory Committee Act, referred to in 

subsec. (b)(4), is Pub. L. 92–463, Oct. 6, 1972, 86 Stat. 770, 

which was set out in the Appendix to Title 5, Govern-

ment Organization and Employees, and was substan-

tially repealed and restated in chapter 10 (§ 1001 et seq.) 

of Title 5 by Pub. L. 117–286, §§ 3(a), 7, Dec. 27, 2022, 136 

Stat. 4197, 4361. For disposition of sections of the Act 

into chapter 10 of Title 5, see Disposition Table pre-

ceding section 101 of Title 5. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the National Defense 

Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2020, and not as part 

of the Homeland Security Act of 2002 which comprises 

this chapter. 

§ 321p. National planning and education 

The Secretary shall, to the extent prac-

ticable—
(1) include in national planning frameworks 

the threat of an EMP or GMD event; and 
(2) conduct outreach to educate owners and 

operators of critical infrastructure, emergency 

planners, and emergency response providers at 

all levels of government regarding threats of 

EMP and GMD. 

(Pub. L. 107–296, title V, § 527, as added Pub. L. 

114–328, div. A, title XIX, § 1913(a)(4), Dec. 23, 

2016, 130 Stat. 2686.) 

§ 321q. Coordination of Department of Homeland 
Security efforts related to food, agriculture, 
and veterinary defense against terrorism 

(a) Program required 

The Secretary, acting through the Assistant 

Secretary for the Countering Weapons of Mass 

Destruction Office, shall carry out a program to 

coordinate the Department’s efforts related to 

defending the food, agriculture, and veterinary 

systems of the United States against terrorism 

and other high-consequence events that pose a 

high risk to homeland security. 

(b) Program elements 

The coordination program required by sub-

section (a) shall include, at a minimum, the fol-

lowing: 

(1) Providing oversight and management of 

the Department’s responsibilities pursuant to 

Homeland Security Presidential Directive 

9–Defense of United States Agriculture and 

Food. 

(2) Providing oversight and integration of 

the Department’s activities related to veteri-

nary public health, food defense, and agricul-

tural security. 

(3) Leading the Department’s policy initia-

tives relating to food, animal, and agricultural 

incidents, and the impact of such incidents on 

animal and public health. 

(4) Leading the Department’s policy initia-

tives relating to overall domestic preparedness 

for and collective response to agricultural ter-

rorism. 

(5) Coordinating with other Department 

components, including U.S. Customs and Bor-

der Protection, as appropriate, on activities 

related to food and agriculture security and 

screening procedures for domestic and im-

ported products. 

(6) Coordinating with appropriate Federal 

departments and agencies. 

(7) Other activities as determined necessary 

by the Secretary. 

(c) Rule of construction 

Nothing in this section may be construed as 

altering or superseding the authority of the Sec-

retary of Agriculture or the Secretary of Health 

and Human Services. 

(Pub. L. 107–296, title V, § 528, as added Pub. L. 

115–43, § 2(a), June 30, 2017, 131 Stat. 884; amended 

Pub. L. 115–387, § 2(f)(5), Dec. 21, 2018, 132 Stat. 

5168.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2018—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 115–387 substituted ‘‘the 

Countering Weapons of Mass Destruction Office,’’ for 

‘‘Health Affairs,’’. 

§ 321r. Transfer of equipment during a public 
health emergency 

(a) Authorization of transfer of equipment 

During a public health emergency declared by 

the Secretary of Health and Human Services 

under section 247d(a) of title 42, the Secretary, 

at the request of the Secretary of Health and 

Human Services, may transfer to the Depart-

ment of Health and Human Services, on a reim-

bursable basis, excess personal protective equip-

ment or medically necessary equipment in the 

possession of the Department. 

(b) Determination by Secretaries 

(1) In general 

In carrying out this section—

(A) before requesting a transfer under sub-

section (a), the Secretary of Health and 

Human Services shall determine whether the 

personal protective equipment or medically 

necessary equipment is otherwise available; 

and 

(B) before initiating a transfer under sub-

section (a), the Secretary, in consultation 

with the heads of each component within the 

Department, shall—
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