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1 So in original. Probably should be ‘‘possession’’. 

spect to an action under this section, except in 
any action brought to enforce the original judg-
ment of the court. 

(Pub. L. 98–435, § 6, Sept. 28, 1984, 98 Stat. 1679.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 1973ee–4 of 

Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-

torial reclassification and renumbering as this section.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section applicable with respect to elections taking 

place after Dec. 31, 1985, see section 9 of Pub. L. 98–435, 

set out as a note under section 20101 of this title. 

§ 20106. Relationship to Voting Rights Act of 1965

This chapter shall not be construed to impair 
any right guaranteed by the Voting Rights Act 
of 1965 (42 U.S.C. 1973 et seq.) [now 52 U.S.C. 10301 
et seq.]. 

(Pub. L. 98–435, § 7, Sept. 28, 1984, 98 Stat. 1679.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Voting Rights Act of 1965, referred to in text, is 

Pub. L. 89–110, Aug. 6, 1965, 79 Stat. 437, which is classi-

fied generally to chapters 103 (§ 10301 et seq.), 105 (§ 10501 

et seq.), and 107 (§ 10701 et seq.) of this title. For com-

plete classification of this Act to the Code, see Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 1973ee–5 of 

Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-

torial reclassification and renumbering as this section.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section applicable with respect to elections taking 

place after Dec. 31, 1985, see section 9 of Pub. L. 98–435, 

set out as a note under section 20101 of this title. 

§ 20107. Definitions 

As used in this chapter, the term—
(1) ‘‘accessible’’ means accessible to handi-

capped and elderly individuals for the purpose 
of voting or registration, as determined under 
guidelines established by the chief election of-
ficer of the State involved; 

(2) ‘‘elderly’’ means 65 years of age or older; 
(3) ‘‘Federal election’’ means a general, spe-

cial, primary, or runoff election for the office 
of President or Vice President, or of Senator 
or Representative in, or Delegate or Resident 
Commissioner to, the Congress; 

(4) ‘‘handicapped’’ means having a tem-
porary or permanent physical disability; and 

(5) ‘‘State’’ means a State of the United 
States, the District of Columbia, the Common-
wealth of Puerto Rico, and any territory or 
possesssion 1 of the United States. 

(Pub. L. 98–435, § 8, Sept. 28, 1984, 98 Stat. 1679.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 1973ee–6 of 

Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-

torial reclassification and renumbering as this section.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section applicable with respect to elections taking 

place after Dec. 31, 1985, see section 9 of Pub. L. 98–435, 

set out as a note under section 20101 of this title.

CHAPTER 203—REGISTRATION AND VOTING 
BY ABSENT UNIFORMED SERVICES VOT-
ERS AND OVERSEAS VOTERS IN ELEC-
TIONS FOR FEDERAL OFFICE 

Sec. 

20301. Federal responsibilities. 

20301a. Duties of Secretary under Uniformed and 

Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act. 

20302. State responsibilities. 

20303. Federal write-in absentee ballot in general 

elections for Federal office for absent uni-

formed services voters and overseas voters. 

20304. Procedures for collection and delivery of 

marked absentee ballots of absent overseas 

uniformed services voters. 

20305. Federal Voting Assistance Program Improve-

ments. 

20306. Prohibition of refusal of applications on 

grounds of early submission. 

20307. Enforcement. 

20308. Reporting requirements. 

20309. Effect on certain other laws. 

20310. Definitions. 

20311. Technology pilot program.

Editorial Notes 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Provisions similar to this chapter were contained in 

subchapters I–D and I–E (1973cc et seq. and 1973dd et 

seq.) of chapter 20 of title 42 prior to repeal by Pub. L. 

99–410 and then in subchapter I–G (1973ff et seq.) of 

chapter 20 of title 42 prior to editorial reclassification 

and renumbering as this chapter. 

§ 20301. Federal responsibilities 

(a) Presidential designee 

The President shall designate the head of an 
executive department to have primary responsi-
bility for Federal functions under this chapter. 

(b) Duties of Presidential designee 

The Presidential designee shall—
(1) consult State and local election officials 

in carrying out this chapter, and ensure that 
such officials are aware of the requirements of 
this Act; 

(2) prescribe an official post card form, con-
taining both an absentee voter registration 
application and an absentee ballot application, 
for use by the States as required under section 
20302(a)(4) of this title; 

(3) carry out section 20303 of this title with 
respect to the Federal write-in absentee ballot 
for absent uniformed services voters and over-
seas voters in general elections for Federal of-
fice; 

(4) prescribe a suggested design for absentee 
ballot mailing envelopes; 

(5) compile and distribute (A) descriptive 
material on State absentee registration and 
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voting procedures, and (B) to the extent prac-
ticable, facts relating to specific elections, in-
cluding dates, offices involved, and the text of 
ballot questions; 

(6) not later than the end of each year after 
a Presidential election year, transmit to the 
President and the Congress a report on the ef-
fectiveness of assistance under this chapter, 
including a statistical analysis of uniformed 
services voter participation, a separate statis-
tical analysis of overseas nonmilitary partici-
pation, and a description of State-Federal co-
operation; 

(7) prescribe a standard oath for use with 
any document under this chapter affirming 
that a material misstatement of fact in the 
completion of such a document may con-
stitute grounds for a conviction for perjury; 

(8) carry out section 20304 of this title with 
respect to the collection and delivery of 
marked absentee ballots of absent overseas 
uniformed services voters in elections for Fed-
eral office; 

(9) to the greatest extent practicable, take 
such actions as may be necessary—

(A) to ensure that absent uniformed serv-
ices voters who cast absentee ballots at loca-
tions or facilities under the jurisdiction of 
the Presidential designee are able to do so in 
a private and independent manner; and 

(B) to protect the privacy of the contents 
of absentee ballots cast by absentee uni-
formed services voters and overseas voters 
while such ballots are in the possession or 
control of the Presidential designee;

(10) carry out section 20305 of this title with 
respect to Federal Voting Assistance Program 
Improvements; and 

(11) working with the Election Assistance 
Commission and the chief State election offi-
cial of each State, develop standards—

(A) for States to report data on the num-
ber of absentee ballots transmitted and re-
ceived under section 20302(c) of this title and 
such other data as the Presidential designee 
determines appropriate; and 

(B) for the Presidential designee to store 
the data reported. 

(c) Duties of other Federal officials 

(1) In general 

The head of each Government department, 
agency, or other entity shall, upon request of 
the Presidential designee, distribute balloting 
materials and otherwise cooperate in carrying 
out this chapter. 

(2) Administrator of General Services 

As directed by the Presidential designee, the 
Administrator of General Services shall fur-
nish official post card forms (prescribed under 
subsection (b)) and Federal write-in absentee 
ballots (prescribed under section 20303 of this 
title). 

(d) Authorization of appropriations for carrying 
out Federal Voting Assistance Program Im-
provements 

There are authorized to be appropriated to the 
Presidential designee such sums as are nec-
essary for purposes of carrying out subsection 
(b)(10). 

(Pub. L. 99–410, title I, § 101, Aug. 28, 1986, 100 
Stat. 924; Pub. L. 105–277, div. G, title XXII, 
§ 2219(c), Oct. 21, 1998, 112 Stat. 2681–817; Pub. L. 
107–107, div. A, title XVI, § 1606(a)(2), Dec. 28, 
2001, 115 Stat. 1279; Pub. L. 107–252, title VII, 
§ 705(a), (b)(1), (c), Oct. 29, 2002, 116 Stat. 1724, 
1725; Pub. L. 108–375, div. A, title V, § 566(a), Oct. 
28, 2004, 118 Stat. 1919; Pub. L. 111–84, div. A, title 
V, §§ 580(b), (e), 583(a)(2), 584(a), 585(b)(1), Oct. 28, 
2009, 123 Stat. 2325, 2328, 2330, 2331; Pub. L. 
111–383, div. A, title X, § 1075(d)(4), (5), Jan. 7, 
2011, 124 Stat. 4372.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This Act, referred to in subsec. (b)(1), is Pub. L. 

99–410, Aug. 28, 1986, 100 Stat. 924, known as the Uni-

formed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act, 

which is classified principally to this chapter. For com-

plete classification of this Act to the Code, see Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 1973ff of 

Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-

torial reclassification and renumbering as this section. 

Some section numbers referenced in amendment notes 

below reflect the classification of such sections prior to 

their editorial reclassification to this title. 

AMENDMENTS 

2011—Subsec. (b)(2), (4), (11). Pub. L. 111–383, 

§ 1075(d)(4), (5), amended Pub. L. 111–84, §§ 584(a), 

585(b)(1). See 2009 Amendment notes below. 

2009—Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 111–84, § 585(b)(1)(A), as 

added by Pub. L. 111–383, § 1075(d)(5), substituted ‘‘sec-

tion 1973ff–1(a)(4)’’ for ‘‘section 1973ff–1(4)’’. 

Subsec. (b)(4). Pub. L. 111–84, § 585(b)(1)(B), as added 

by Pub. L. 111–383, § 1075(d)(5), added par. (4) and struck 

out former par. (4) which read as follows: ‘‘prescribe a 

suggested design for absentee ballot mailing envelopes 

for use by the States as recommended in section 

1973ff–3 of this title;’’. 

Subsec. (b)(8). Pub. L. 111–84, § 580(b), added par. (8). 

Subsec. (b)(9). Pub. L. 111–84, § 580(e), added par. (9). 

Subsec. (b)(10). Pub. L. 111–84, § 583(a)(2)(A), added par. 

(10). 

Subsec. (b)(11). Pub. L. 111–84, § 584(a), as amended by 

Pub. L. 111–383, § 1075(d)(4), added par. (11). 

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 111–84, § 583(a)(2)(B), added subsec. 

(d). 

2004—Subsec. (b)(3). Pub. L. 108–375 substituted ‘‘ab-

sent uniformed services voters and overseas voters’’ for 

‘‘overseas voters’’. 

2002—Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 107–252, § 705(a), inserted 

‘‘, and ensure that such officials are aware of the re-

quirements of this Act’’ before semicolon at end. 

Subsec. (b)(6). Pub. L. 107–252, § 705(c), substituted ‘‘a 

separate statistical analysis’’ for ‘‘a general assess-

ment’’. 

Subsec. (b)(7). Pub. L. 107–252, § 705(b)(1), added par. 

(7). 

2001—Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 107–107 substituted ‘‘as re-

quired under section 1973ff–1(4) of this title’’ for ‘‘as 

recommended in section 1973ff–3 of this title’’. 

1998—Subsec. (b)(6). Pub. L. 105–277 substituted ‘‘of 

uniformed services voter participation, a general as-

sessment of overseas nonmilitary participation,’’ for 

‘‘of voter participation’’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2011 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 111–383, div. A, title X, § 1075(d), Jan. 7, 2011, 

124 Stat. 4372, provided that the amendment by section 

1075(d)(4), (5) is effective as of Oct. 28, 2009, and as if in-

cluded in Pub. L. 111–84 as enacted. 
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EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2009 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 111–84, div. A, title V, § 580(f), Oct. 28, 2009, 123 

Stat. 2326, provided that: ‘‘The amendments made by 

this section [enacting section 20304 of this title and 

amending this section and section 20302 of this title] 

shall apply with respect to the regularly scheduled gen-

eral election for Federal office held in November 2010 

and each succeeding election for Federal office.’’
Pub. L. 111–84, div. A, title V, § 583(a)(3), Oct. 28, 2009, 

123 Stat. 2328, provided that: ‘‘The amendments made 

by this subsection [enacting section 20305 of this title 

and amending this section] shall apply with respect to 

the regularly scheduled general election for Federal of-

fice held in November 2010 and each succeeding election 

for Federal office.’’
Pub. L. 111–84, div. A, title V, § 584(c), Oct. 28, 2009, 123 

Stat. 2331, provided that: ‘‘The amendments made by 

this section [amending this section and section 20302 of 

this title] shall apply with respect to the regularly 

scheduled general election for Federal office held in No-

vember 2010 and each succeeding election for Federal 

office.’’

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Pub. L. 99–410, title II, § 204, Aug. 28, 1986, 100 Stat. 

930, provided that: ‘‘The amendments and repeals made 

by this Act [see Tables for classification] shall apply 

with respect to elections taking place after December 

31, 1987.’’

SENSE OF CONGRESS REGARDING THE IMPORTANCE OF 

VOTING 

Pub. L. 107–107, div. A, title XVI, § 1601, Dec. 28, 2001, 

115 Stat. 1274, provided that: 
‘‘(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of Congress 

that each person who is an administrator of a Federal, 

State, or local election—
‘‘(1) should be aware of the importance of the abil-

ity of each uniformed services voter to exercise the 

right to vote; and 
‘‘(2) should perform that person’s duties as an elec-

tion administrator with the intent to ensure that—
‘‘(A) each uniformed services voter receives the 

utmost consideration and cooperation when voting; 

‘‘(B) each valid ballot cast by such a voter is duly 

counted; and 

‘‘(C) all eligible American voters, regardless of 

race, ethnicity, disability, the language they speak, 

or the resources of the community in which they 

live, should have an equal opportunity to cast a 

vote and to have that vote counted. 

‘‘(b) UNIFORMED SERVICES VOTER DEFINED.—In this 

section, the term ‘uniformed services voter’ means—

‘‘(1) a member of a uniformed service (as defined in 

section 101(a)(5) of title 10, United States Code) in ac-

tive service; 

‘‘(2) a member of the merchant marine (as defined 

in section 107 of the Uniformed and Overseas Citizens 

Absentee Voting Act (42 U.S.C. 1973ff–6) [now 52 

U.S.C. 20310]); and 

‘‘(3) a spouse or dependent of a member referred to 

in paragraph (1) or (2) who is qualified to vote.’’

ELECTRONIC VOTING DEMONSTRATION PROJECT 

Pub. L. 107–107, div. A, title XVI, § 1604, Dec. 28, 2001, 

115 Stat. 1277, as amended by Pub. L. 108–375, div. A, 

title V, § 567, Oct. 28, 2004, 118 Stat. 1919, which estab-

lished a demonstration project under which absent uni-

formed services voters were permitted to vote in the 

November 2002 general election for Federal office 

through an electronic voting system, was repealed by 

Pub. L. 113–291, div. A, title V, § 593, Dec. 19, 2014, 128 

Stat. 3395. 

GOVERNORS’ REPORTS ON IMPLEMENTATION OF REC-

OMMENDATIONS FOR CHANGES IN STATE LAW MADE 

UNDER FEDERAL VOTING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

Pub. L. 107–107, div. A, title XVI, § 1605, Dec. 28, 2001, 

115 Stat. 1277, required the chief executive authority of 

a State to provide an implementation status report to 

the Secretary of Defense, acting as the Presidential 

designee, within 90 days of receiving a uniformed serv-

ices voting assistance legislative recommendation from 

the Secretary of Defense and was applicable to any uni-

formed services voting assistance legislative rec-

ommendation transmitted to a state during the three-

year period beginning on Dec. 28, 2001.

Executive Documents 

EX. ORD. NO. 12642. DESIGNATION OF SECRETARY OF 

DEFENSE AS PRESIDENTIAL DESIGNEE 

Ex. Ord. No. 12642, June 8, 1988, 53 F.R. 21975, provided: 

By virtue of the authority vested in me as President 

by the Constitution and laws of the United States of 

America, including section 101(a) of the Uniformed and 

Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act (Public Law 

99–410) (‘‘the Act’’) [52 U.S.C. 20301(a)], it is hereby or-

dered as follows: 

SECTION 1. The Secretary of Defense is hereby des-

ignated as the ‘‘Presidential designee’’ under Title I of 

the Act [52 U.S.C. 20301 et seq.]. 

SEC. 2. In order to effectuate the purposes of the Act, 

the Secretary of Defense is hereby authorized to dele-

gate any or all of the functions, responsibilities, pow-

ers, authority, or discretion devolving upon him in con-

sequence of this Order to any person or persons within 

the Department of Defense. 

RONALD REAGAN. 

§ 20301a. Duties of Secretary under Uniformed 
and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act 

(a) Ensuring ability of absent uniformed services 
voters serving at diplomatic and consular 
posts to receive and transmit balloting mate-
rials 

In carrying out the Secretary’s duties as the 
Presidential designee under the Uniformed and 
Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act (52 U.S.C. 
20301 et seq.), the Secretary shall take such ac-
tions as may be necessary, feasible, and prac-
tical to ensure that a uniformed services voter 
under such Act who is absent from the United 
States by reason of active duty or service at a 
diplomatic and consular post of the United 
States is able to receive and transmit balloting 
materials in the same manner and with the 
same rights and protections as a uniformed serv-
ices voter under such Act who is absent from the 
United States by reason of active duty or serv-
ice at a military installation. 

(b) Effective date 

This section shall apply with respect to elec-
tions held on or after January 1, 2021. 

(Pub. L. 116–283, div. A, title X, § 1086, Jan. 1, 
2021, 134 Stat. 3877.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Vot-

ing Act, referred to in subsec. (a), is Pub. L. 99–410, Aug. 

28, 1986, 100 Stat. 924, which is classified principally to 

this chapter. For complete classification of this Act to 

the Code, see Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the William M. (Mac) 

Thornberry National Defense Authorization Act for 

Fiscal Year 2021, and not as part of title I of the Uni-

formed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act 

which comprises this chapter. 
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1 So in original. Probably should be ‘‘in a manner’’. 

§ 20302. State responsibilities 

(a) In general 

Each State shall—
(1) permit absent uniformed services voters 

and overseas voters to use absentee registra-
tion procedures and to vote by absentee ballot 
in general, special, primary, and runoff elec-
tions for Federal office; 

(2) accept and process, with respect to any 
election for Federal office, any otherwise valid 
voter registration application and absentee 
ballot application from an absent uniformed 
services voter or overseas voter, if the applica-
tion is received by the appropriate State elec-
tion official not less than 30 days before the 
election; 

(3) permit absent uniformed services voters 
and overseas voters to use Federal write-in ab-
sentee ballots (in accordance with section 
20303 of this title) in general elections for Fed-
eral office; 

(4) use the official post card form (prescribed 
under section 20301 of this title) for simulta-
neous voter registration application and ab-
sentee ballot application; 

(5) if the State requires an oath or affirma-
tion to accompany any document under this 
chapter, use the standard oath prescribed by 
the Presidential designee under section 
20301(b)(7) of this title; 

(6) in addition to any other method of reg-
istering to vote or applying for an absentee 
ballot in the State, establish procedures—

(A) for absent uniformed services voters 
and overseas voters to request by mail and 
electronically voter registration applica-
tions and absentee ballot applications with 
respect to general, special, primary, and 
runoff elections for Federal office in accord-
ance with subsection (e); 

(B) for States to send by mail and elec-
tronically (in accordance with the preferred 
method of transmission designated by the 
absent uniformed services voter or overseas 
voter under subparagraph (C)) voter reg-
istration applications and absentee ballot 
applications requested under subparagraph 
(A) in accordance with subsection (e); and 

(C) by which the absent uniformed services 
voter or overseas voter can designate wheth-
er the voter prefers that such voter registra-
tion application or absentee ballot applica-
tion be transmitted by mail or electroni-
cally;

(7) in addition to any other method of trans-
mitting blank absentee ballots in the State, 
establish procedures for transmitting by mail 
and electronically blank absentee ballots to 
absent uniformed services voters and overseas 
voters with respect to general, special, pri-
mary, and runoff elections for Federal office in 
accordance with subsection (f); 

(8) transmit a validly requested absentee 
ballot to an absent uniformed services voter or 
overseas voter—

(A) except as provided in subsection (g), in 
the case in which the request is received at 
least 45 days before an election for Federal 
office, not later than 45 days before the elec-
tion; and 

(B) in the case in which the request is re-
ceived less than 45 days before an election 
for Federal office—

(i) in accordance with State law; and 
(ii) if practicable and as determined ap-

propriate by the State, in a manner that 
expedites the transmission of such absen-
tee ballot;

(9) if the State declares or otherwise holds a 
runoff election for Federal office, establish a 
written plan that provides absentee ballots are 
made available to absent uniformed services 
voters and overseas voters in manner 1 that 
gives them sufficient time to vote in the run-
off election; 

(10) carry out section 20304(b)(1) of this title 
with respect to the processing and acceptance 
of marked absentee ballots of absent overseas 
uniformed services voters; and 

(11) report data on the number of absentee 
ballots transmitted and received under sub-
section (c) and such other data as the Presi-
dential designee determines appropriate in ac-
cordance with the standards developed by the 
Presidential designee under section 20301(b)(11) 
of this title. 

(b) Designation of single State office to provide 
information on registration and absentee 
ballot procedures for all voters in State 

(1) In general 

Each State shall designate a single office 
which shall be responsible for providing infor-
mation regarding voter registration proce-
dures and absentee ballot procedures to be 
used by absent uniformed services voters and 
overseas voters with respect to elections for 
Federal office (including procedures relating 
to the use of the Federal write-in absentee bal-
lot) to all absent uniformed services voters 
and overseas voters who wish to register to 
vote or vote in any jurisdiction in the State. 

(2) Recommendation regarding use of office to 
accept and process materials 

Congress recommends that the State office 
designated under paragraph (1) be responsible 
for carrying out the State’s duties under this 
Act, including accepting valid voter registra-
tion applications, absentee ballot applications, 
and absentee ballots (including Federal write-
in absentee ballots) from all absent uniformed 
services voters and overseas voters who wish 
to register to vote or vote in any jurisdiction 
in the State. 

(c) Report on number of absentee ballots trans-
mitted and received 

Not later than 90 days after the date of each 
regularly scheduled general election for Federal 
office, each State and unit of local government 
which administered the election shall (through 
the State, in the case of a unit of local govern-
ment) submit a report to the Election Assist-
ance Commission (established under the Help 
America Vote Act of 2002 [52 U.S.C. 20901 et 
seq.]) on the combined number of absentee bal-
lots transmitted to absent uniformed services 
voters and overseas voters for the election and 
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the combined number of such ballots which were 
returned by such voters and cast in the election, 
and shall make such report available to the gen-
eral public. 

(d) Registration notification 

With respect to each absent uniformed serv-
ices voter and each overseas voter who submits 
a voter registration application or an absentee 
ballot request, if the State rejects the applica-
tion or request, the State shall provide the voter 
with the reasons for the rejection. 

(e) Designation of means of electronic commu-
nication for absent uniformed services voters 
and overseas voters to request and for States 
to send voter registration applications and 
absentee ballot applications, and for other 
purposes related to voting information 

(1) In general 

Each State shall, in addition to the designa-
tion of a single State office under subsection 
(b), designate not less than 1 means of elec-
tronic communication—

(A) for use by absent uniformed services 
voters and overseas voters who wish to reg-
ister to vote or vote in any jurisdiction in 
the State to request voter registration appli-
cations and absentee ballot applications 
under subsection (a)(6); 

(B) for use by States to send voter reg-
istration applications and absentee ballot 
applications requested under such sub-
section; and 

(C) for the purpose of providing related 
voting, balloting, and election information 
to absent uniformed services voters and 
overseas voters. 

(2) Clarification regarding provision of mul-
tiple means of electronic communication 

A State may, in addition to the means of 
electronic communication so designated, pro-
vide multiple means of electronic communica-
tion to absent uniformed services voters and 
overseas voters, including a means of elec-
tronic communication for the appropriate ju-
risdiction of the State. 

(3) Inclusion of designated means of electronic 
communication with informational and in-
structional materials that accompany bal-
loting materials 

Each State shall include a means of elec-
tronic communication so designated with all 
informational and instructional materials 
that accompany balloting materials sent by 
the State to absent uniformed services voters 
and overseas voters. 

(4) Availability and maintenance of online re-
pository of State contact information 

The Federal Voting Assistance Program of 
the Department of Defense shall maintain and 
make available to the public an online reposi-
tory of State contact information with respect 
to elections for Federal office, including the 
single State office designated under subsection 
(b) and the means of electronic communica-
tion designated under paragraph (1), to be used 
by absent uniformed services voters and over-
seas voters as a resource to send voter reg-

istration applications and absentee ballot ap-
plications to the appropriate jurisdiction in 
the State. 

(5) Transmission if no preference indicated 

In the case where an absent uniformed serv-
ices voter or overseas voter does not designate 
a preference under subsection (a)(6)(C), the 
State shall transmit the voter registration ap-
plication or absentee ballot application by any 
delivery method allowable in accordance with 
applicable State law, or if there is no applica-
ble State law, by mail. 

(6) Security and privacy protections 

(A) Security protections 

To the extent practicable, States shall en-
sure that the procedures established under 
subsection (a)(6) protect the security and in-
tegrity of the voter registration and absen-
tee ballot application request processes. 

(B) Privacy protections 

To the extent practicable, the procedures 
established under subsection (a)(6) shall en-
sure that the privacy of the identity and 
other personal data of an absent uniformed 
services voter or overseas voter who requests 
or is sent a voter registration application or 
absentee ballot application under such sub-
section is protected throughout the process 
of making such request or being sent such 
application. 

(f) Transmission of blank absentee ballots by 
mail and electronically 

(1) In general 

Each State shall establish procedures—
(A) to transmit blank absentee ballots by 

mail and electronically (in accordance with 
the preferred method of transmission des-
ignated by the absent uniformed services 
voter or overseas voter under subparagraph 
(B)) to absent uniformed services voters and 
overseas voters for an election for Federal 
office; and 

(B) by which the absent uniformed services 
voter or overseas voter can designate wheth-
er the voter prefers that such blank absentee 
ballot be transmitted by mail or electroni-
cally. 

(2) Transmission if no preference indicated 

In the case where an absent uniformed serv-
ices voter or overseas voter does not designate 
a preference under paragraph (1)(B), the State 
shall transmit the ballot by any delivery 
method allowable in accordance with applica-
ble State law, or if there is no applicable State 
law, by mail. 

(3) Security and privacy protections 

(A) Security protections 

To the extent practicable, States shall en-
sure that the procedures established under 
subsection (a)(7) protect the security and in-
tegrity of absentee ballots. 

(B) Privacy protections 

To the extent practicable, the procedures 
established under subsection (a)(7) shall en-
sure that the privacy of the identity and 
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other personal data of an absent uniformed 
services voter or overseas voter to whom a 
blank absentee ballot is transmitted under 
such subsection is protected throughout the 
process of such transmission. 

(g) Hardship exemption 

(1) In general 

If the chief State election official deter-
mines that the State is unable to meet the re-
quirement under subsection (a)(8)(A) with re-
spect to an election for Federal office due to 
an undue hardship described in paragraph 
(2)(B), the chief State election official shall re-
quest that the Presidential designee grant a 
waiver to the State of the application of such 
subsection. Such request shall include—

(A) a recognition that the purpose of such 
subsection is to allow absent uniformed 
services voters and overseas voters enough 
time to vote in an election for Federal of-
fice; 

(B) an explanation of the hardship that in-
dicates why the State is unable to transmit 
absent uniformed services voters and over-
seas voters an absentee ballot in accordance 
with such subsection; 

(C) the number of days prior to the elec-
tion for Federal office that the State re-
quires absentee ballots be transmitted to ab-
sent uniformed services voters and overseas 
voters; and 

(D) a comprehensive plan to ensure that 
absent uniformed services voters and over-
seas voters are able to receive absentee bal-
lots which they have requested and submit 
marked absentee ballots to the appropriate 
State election official in time to have that 
ballot counted in the election for Federal of-
fice, which includes—

(i) the steps the State will undertake to 
ensure that absent uniformed services vot-
ers and overseas voters have time to re-
ceive, mark, and submit their ballots in 
time to have those ballots counted in the 
election; 

(ii) why the plan provides absent uni-
formed services voters and overseas voters 
sufficient time to vote as a substitute for 
the requirements under such subsection; 
and 

(iii) the underlying factual information 
which explains how the plan provides such 
sufficient time to vote as a substitute for 
such requirements. 

(2) Approval of waiver request 

After consulting with the Attorney General, 
the Presidential designee shall approve a waiv-
er request under paragraph (1) if the Presi-
dential designee determines each of the fol-
lowing requirements are met: 

(A) The comprehensive plan under sub-
paragraph (D) of such paragraph provides ab-
sent uniformed services voters and overseas 
voters sufficient time to receive absentee 
ballots they have requested and submit 
marked absentee ballots to the appropriate 
State election official in time to have that 
ballot counted in the election for Federal of-
fice. 

(B) One or more of the following issues cre-
ates an undue hardship for the State: 

(i) The State’s primary election date 
prohibits the State from complying with 
subsection (a)(8)(A). 

(ii) The State has suffered a delay in 
generating ballots due to a legal contest. 

(iii) The State Constitution prohibits the 
State from complying with such sub-
section. 

(3) Timing of waiver 

(A) In general 

Except as provided under subparagraph 
(B), a State that requests a waiver under 
paragraph (1) shall submit to the Presi-
dential designee the written waiver request 
not later than 90 days before the election for 
Federal office with respect to which the re-
quest is submitted. The Presidential des-
ignee shall approve or deny the waiver re-
quest not later than 65 days before such elec-
tion. 

(B) Exception 

If a State requests a waiver under para-
graph (1) as the result of an undue hardship 
described in paragraph (2)(B)(ii), the State 
shall submit to the Presidential designee the 
written waiver request as soon as prac-
ticable. The Presidential designee shall ap-
prove or deny the waiver request not later 
than 5 business days after the date on which 
the request is received. 

(4) Application of waiver 

A waiver approved under paragraph (2) shall 
only apply with respect to the election for 
Federal office for which the request was sub-
mitted. For each subsequent election for Fed-
eral office, the Presidential designee shall 
only approve a waiver if the State has sub-
mitted a request under paragraph (1) with re-
spect to such election. 

(h) Tracking marked ballots 

The chief State election official, in coordina-
tion with local election jurisdictions, shall de-
velop a free access system by which an absent 
uniformed services voter or overseas voter may 
determine whether the absentee ballot of the ab-
sent uniformed services voter or overseas voter 
has been received by the appropriate State elec-
tion official. 

(i) Prohibiting refusal to accept applications for 
failure to meet certain requirements 

A State shall not refuse to accept and process 
any otherwise valid voter registration applica-
tion or absentee ballot application (including 
the official post card form prescribed under sec-
tion 20301 of this title) or marked absentee bal-
lot submitted in any manner by an absent uni-
formed services voter or overseas voter solely on 
the basis of the following: 

(1) Notarization requirements. 
(2) Restrictions on paper type, including 

weight and size. 
(3) Restrictions on envelope type, including 

weight and size. 

(Pub. L. 99–410, title I, § 102, Aug. 28, 1986, 100 
Stat. 925; Pub. L. 107–107, div. A, title XVI, 
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1 So in original. Probably should be ‘‘States’ ’’. 

§ 1606(a)(1), Dec. 28, 2001, 115 Stat. 1278; Pub. L. 
107–252, title VII, §§ 702, 703(a), 705(b)(2), 707, Oct. 
29, 2002, 116 Stat. 1723–1725; Pub. L. 108–375, div. 
A, title V, § 566(b), Oct. 28, 2004, 118 Stat. 1919; 
Pub. L. 111–84, div. A, title V, §§ 577(a), 578(a), 
579(a), (b), 580(c), (d), 582(a), 584(b), Oct. 28, 2009, 
123 Stat. 2319, 2321–2323, 2325, 2327, 2330.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This Act, referred to in subsec. (b)(2), is Pub. L. 

99–410, Aug. 28, 1986, 100 Stat. 924, known as the Uni-

formed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act, 

which is classified principally to this chapter. For com-

plete classification of this Act to the Code, see Tables. 

The Help America Vote Act of 2002, referred to in sub-

sec. (c), is Pub. L. 107–252, Oct. 29, 2002, 116 Stat. 1666, 

which is classified principally to chapter 209 (§ 20901 et 

seq.) of this title. For complete classification of this 

Act to the Code, see Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 1973ff–1 of 

Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-

torial reclassification and renumbering as this section. 

Pub. L. 111–84, §§ 577(a)(1), 578(a)(1), 579(a)(1), (b), 

580(c), and 584(b), added pars. (6) to (11), respectively, to 

subsec. (a) of this section. In making the addition of 

par. (9) to subsec. (a), section 579(b)(1) of Pub. L. 111–84 

directed the striking out of ‘‘and’’ at the end of par. (7), 

which could not be executed because the word ‘‘and’’ 

did not appear at the end. 

AMENDMENTS 

2009—Subsec. (a)(6). Pub. L. 111–84, § 577(a)(1), added 

par. (6). 

Subsec. (a)(7). Pub. L. 111–84, § 578(a)(1), added par. (7). 

Subsec. (a)(8). Pub. L. 111–84, § 579(a)(1), added par. (8). 

Subsec. (a)(9). Pub. L. 111–84, § 579(b), added par. (9). 

See Codification note above. 

Subsec. (a)(10). Pub. L. 111–84, § 580(c), added par. (10). 

Subsec. (a)(11). Pub. L. 111–84, § 584(b), added par. (11). 

Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 111–84, § 577(a)(2), added subsec. 

(e). 

Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 111–84, § 578(a)(2), added subsec. (f). 

Subsec. (g). Pub. L. 111–84, § 579(a)(2), added subsec. 

(g). 

Subsec. (h). Pub. L. 111–84, § 580(d), added subsec. (h). 

Subsec. (i). Pub. L. 111–84, § 582(a), added subsec. (i). 

2004—Subsec. (a)(3). Pub. L. 108–375 substituted ‘‘ab-

sent uniformed services voters and overseas voters’’ for 

‘‘overseas voters’’. 

2002—Pub. L. 107–252, § 702, designated existing provi-

sions as subsec. (a) and added subsec. (b). 

Subsec. (a)(5). Pub. L. 107–252, § 705(b)(2), added par. 

(5). 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 107–252, § 703(a), added subsec. (c). 

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 107–252, § 707, added subsec. (d). 

2001—Par. (2). Pub. L. 107–107, § 1606(a)(1)(A), struck 

out ‘‘general, special, primary, or runoff’’ before ‘‘elec-

tion for Federal office’’ and ‘‘and’’ after semicolon at 

end and inserted ‘‘and absentee ballot application’’ 

after ‘‘voter registration application’’. 

Par. (4). Pub. L. 107–107, § 1606(a)(1)(B), (C), added par. 

(4).

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2009 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 111–84, div. A, title V, § 577(b), Oct. 28, 2009, 123 

Stat. 2320, provided that: ‘‘The amendments made by 

this section [amending this section] shall apply with 

respect to the regularly scheduled general election for 

Federal office held in November 2010 and each suc-

ceeding election for Federal office.’’

Pub. L. 111–84, div. A, title V, § 578(b), Oct. 28, 2009, 123 

Stat. 2321, provided that: ‘‘The amendments made by 

this section [amending this section] shall apply with 

respect to the regularly scheduled general election for 

Federal office held in November 2010 and each suc-

ceeding election for Federal office.’’

Pub. L. 111–84, div. A, title V, § 579(c), Oct. 28, 2009, 123 

Stat. 2324, provided that: ‘‘The amendments made by 

this section [amending this section] shall apply with 

respect to the regularly scheduled general election for 

Federal office held in November 2010 and each suc-

ceeding election for Federal office.’’

Amendment by section 580(c), (d) of Pub. L. 111–84 ap-

plicable with respect to the regularly scheduled general 

election for Federal office held in November 2010 and 

each succeeding election for Federal office, see section 

580(f) of Pub. L. 111–84, set out as a note under section 

20301 of this title. 

Pub. L. 111–84, div. A, title V, § 582(c), Oct. 28, 2009, 123 

Stat. 2327, provided that: ‘‘The amendments made by 

this section [amending this section and section 20303 of 

this title] shall apply with respect to the regularly 

scheduled general election for Federal office held in No-

vember 2010 and each succeeding election for Federal 

office.’’

Amendment by section 584(b) of Pub. L. 111–84 appli-

cable with respect to the regularly scheduled general 

election for Federal office held in November 2010 and 

each succeeding election for Federal office, see section 

584(c) of Pub. L. 111–84, set out as a note under section 

20301 of this title. 

CLARIFICATION REGARDING DELEGATION OF STATE 

RESPONSIBILITIES TO LOCAL JURISDICTIONS 

Pub. L. 111–84, div. A, title V, § 576, Oct. 28, 2009, 123 

Stat. 2319, provided that: ‘‘Nothing in the Uniformed 

and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act (52 U.S.C. 

20301 et seq.) may be construed to prohibit a State from 

delegating its responsibilities in carrying out the re-

quirements of such Act, including any requirements 

imposed as a result of the provisions of and amend-

ments made by this Act [probably means subtitle H 

(§§ 575–589) of title V of div. A of Pub. L. 111–84, see Ta-

bles for classification], to jurisdictions in the State.’’

DEVELOPMENT OF STANDARDIZED FORMAT FOR REPORTS 

Pub. L. 107–252, title VII, § 703(b), Oct. 29, 2002, 116 

Stat. 1724, provided that: ‘‘The Election Assistance 

Commission, working with the Election Assistance 

Commission Board of Advisors and the Election Assist-

ance Commission Standards Board, shall develop a 

standardized format for the reports submitted by 

States and units of local government under section 

102(c) of the Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee 

Voting Act [52 U.S.C. 20302(c)] (as added by subsection 

(a)), and shall make the format available to the States 

and units of local government submitting such re-

ports.’’

§ 20303. Federal write-in absentee ballot in gen-
eral elections for Federal office for absent 
uniformed services voters and overseas vot-
ers 

(a) In general 

(1) Federal write-in absentee ballot 

The Presidential designee shall prescribe a 
Federal write-in absentee ballot (including a 
secrecy envelope and mailing envelope for 
such ballot) for use in general, special, pri-
mary, and runoff elections for Federal office 
by absent uniformed services voters and over-
seas voters who make timely application for, 
and do not receive, States,1 absentee ballots. 
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(2) Promotion and expansion of use of Federal 
write-in absentee ballots 

(A) In general 

Not later than December 31, 2011, the Pres-
idential designee shall adopt procedures to 
promote and expand the use of the Federal 
write-in absentee ballot as a back-up meas-
ure to vote in elections for Federal office. 

(B) Use of technology 

Under such procedures, the Presidential 
designee shall utilize technology to imple-
ment a system under which the absent uni-
formed services voter or overseas voter 
may—

(i) enter the address of the voter or other 
information relevant in the appropriate ju-
risdiction of the State, and the system will 
generate a list of all candidates in the 
election for Federal office in that jurisdic-
tion; and 

(ii) submit the marked Federal write-in 
absentee ballot by printing the ballot (in-
cluding complete instructions for submit-
ting the marked Federal write-in absentee 
ballot to the appropriate State election of-
ficial and the mailing address of the single 
State office designated under section 
20302(b) of this title). 

(C) Authorization of appropriations 

There are authorized to be appropriated to 
the Presidential designee such sums as may 
be necessary to carry out this paragraph. 

(b) Submission and processing 

Except as otherwise provided in this chapter, a 
Federal write-in absentee ballot shall be sub-
mitted and processed in the manner provided by 
law for absentee ballots in the State involved. A 
Federal write-in absentee ballot of an absent 
uniformed services voter or overseas voter shall 
not be counted—

(1) in the case of a ballot submitted by an 
overseas voter who is not an absent uniformed 
services voter, if the ballot is submitted from 
any location in the United States; 

(2) if the application of the absent uniformed 
services voter or overseas voter for a State ab-
sentee ballot is received by the appropriate 
State election official after the later of—

(A) the deadline of the State for receipt of 
such application; or 

(B) the date that is 30 days before the gen-
eral election; or

(3) if a State absentee ballot of the absent 
uniformed services voter or overseas voter is 
received by the appropriate State election of-
ficial not later than the deadline for receipt of 
the State absentee ballot under State law. 

(c) Special rules 

The following rules shall apply with respect to 
Federal write-in absentee ballots: 

(1) In completing the ballot, the absent uni-
formed services voter or overseas voter may 
designate a candidate by writing in the name 
of the candidate or by writing in the name of 
a political party (in which case the ballot 
shall be counted for the candidate of that po-
litical party). 

(2) In the case of the offices of President and 
Vice President, a vote for a named candidate 
or a vote by writing in the name of a political 
party shall be counted as a vote for the elec-
tors supporting the candidate involved. 

(3) Any abbreviation, misspelling, or other 
minor variation in the form of the name of a 
candidate or a political party shall be dis-
regarded in determining the validity of the 
ballot, if the intention of the voter can be 
ascertained. 

(d) Second ballot submission; instruction to ab-
sent uniformed services voter or overseas 
voter 

An absent uniformed services voter or over-
seas voter who submits a Federal write-in absen-
tee ballot and later receives a State absentee 
ballot, may submit the State absentee ballot. 
The Presidential designee shall assure that the 
instructions for each Federal write-in absentee 
ballot clearly state that an absent uniformed 
services voter or overseas voter who submits a 
Federal write-in absentee ballot and later re-
ceives and submits a State absentee ballot 
should make every reasonable effort to inform 
the appropriate State election official that the 
voter has submitted more than one ballot. 

(e) Use of approved State absentee ballot in 
place of Federal write-in absentee ballot 

The Federal write-in absentee ballot shall not 
be valid for use in a general, special, primary, or 
runoff election for Federal office if the State in-
volved provides a State absentee ballot that—

(1) at the request of the State, is approved 
by the Presidential designee for use in place of 
the Federal write-in absentee ballot; and 

(2) is made available to absent uniformed 
services voters and overseas voters at least 60 
days before the deadline for receipt of the 
State ballot under State law. 

(f) Prohibiting refusal to accept ballot for failure 
to meet certain requirements 

A State shall not refuse to accept and process 
any otherwise valid Federal write-in absentee 
ballot submitted in any manner by an absent 
uniformed services voter or overseas voter sole-
ly on the basis of the following: 

(1) Notarization requirements. 
(2) Restrictions on paper type, including 

weight and size. 
(3) Restrictions on envelope type, including 

weight and size. 

(g) Certain States exempted 

A State is not required to permit use of the 
Federal write-in absentee ballot, if, on and after 
August 28, 1986, the State has in effect a law pro-
viding that—

(1) a State absentee ballot is required to be 
available to any voter described in section 
20310(5)(A) of this title at least 90 days before 
the general, special, primary, or runoff elec-
tion for Federal office involved; and 

(2) a State absentee ballot is required to be 
available to any voter described in section 
20310(5)(B) or (C) of this title, as soon as the of-
ficial list of candidates in the general, special, 
primary, or runoff election for Federal office 
is complete. 
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(Pub. L. 99–410, title I, § 103, Aug. 28, 1986, 100 
Stat. 925; Pub. L. 108–375, div. A, title V, § 566(c), 
(d), Oct. 28, 2004, 118 Stat. 1919; Pub. L. 111–84, 
div. A, title V, §§ 581(a)(1), (b), 582(b), Oct. 28, 
2009, 123 Stat. 2326, 2327; Pub. L. 111–383, div. A, 
title X, § 1075(d)(3), Jan. 7, 2011, 124 Stat. 4372.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 1973ff–2 of 
Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-
torial reclassification and renumbering as this section. 

AMENDMENTS 

2011—Subsec. (g). Pub. L. 111–383 amended Pub. L. 
111–84, § 581(a)(1)(C). See 2009 Amendment note below. 

2009—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 111–84, § 581(b), substituted 
‘‘In general’’ for ‘‘In General’’ in subsec. (a) heading, 
designated existing provisions as par. (1), inserted par. 
(1) heading, and added par. (2). 

Pub. L. 111–84, § 581(a)(1)(A), substituted ‘‘general, 
special, primary, and runoff elections for Federal of-
fice’’ for ‘‘general elections for Federal office’’. 

Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 111–84, § 581(a)(1)(B), substituted 

‘‘a general, special, primary, or runoff election for Fed-

eral office’’ for ‘‘a general election’’ in introductory 

provisions. 
Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 111–84, § 582(b)(2), added subsec. (f). 

Former subsec. (f) redesignated (g). 
Subsec. (g). Pub. L. 111–84, § 582(b)(1), redesignated 

subsec. (f) as (g). 
Pub. L. 111–84, § 581(a)(1)(C), as amended by Pub. L. 

111–383, substituted ‘‘the general, special, primary, or 

runoff election for Federal office’’ for ‘‘the general elec-

tion’’ in pars. (1) and (2). 
2004—Pub. L. 108–375, § 566(d)(1), substituted ‘‘Federal 

write-in absentee ballot in general elections for Federal 

office for absent uniformed services voters and overseas 

voters’’ for ‘‘Federal write-in absentee ballot for over-

seas voters in general elections for Federal office’’ in 

section catchline. 
Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 108–375, § 566(c)(1), substituted 

‘‘absent uniformed services voters and overseas voters’’ 

for ‘‘overseas voters’’. 
Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 108–375, § 566(c)(2), inserted second 

sentence and struck out former second sentence which 

read as follows: ‘‘A Federal write-in absentee ballot of 

an overseas voter shall not be counted—
‘‘(1) if the ballot is submitted from any location in 

the United States; 
‘‘(2) if the application of the overseas voter for a 

State absentee ballot is received by the appropriate 

State election official less than 30 days before the 

general election; or 
‘‘(3) if a State absentee ballot of the overseas voter 

is received by the appropriate State election official 

not later than the deadline for receipt of the State 

absentee ballot under State law.’’
Subsec. (c)(1). Pub. L. 108–375, § 566(c)(3), substituted 

‘‘absent uniformed services voter or overseas voter’’ for 

‘‘overseas voter’’. 
Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 108–375, § 566(c)(4), (d)(2), sub-

stituted ‘‘absent uniformed services voter or overseas 

voter’’ for ‘‘overseas voter’’ in heading and two places 

in text. 
Subsec. (e)(2). Pub. L. 108–375, § 566(c)(5), substituted 

‘‘absent uniformed services voters and overseas voters’’ 

for ‘‘overseas voters’’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2011 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 111–383, div. A, title X, § 1075(d), Jan. 7, 2011, 

124 Stat. 4372, provided that the amendment by section 

1075(d)(3) is effective as of Oct. 28, 2009, and as if in-

cluded in Pub. L. 111–84 as enacted. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2009 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 111–84, div. A, title V, § 581(a)(2), Oct. 28, 2009, 

123 Stat. 2326, provided that: ‘‘The amendments made 

by this subsection [amending this section] shall take 

effect on December 31, 2010, and apply with respect to 

elections for Federal office held on or after such date.’’

Amendment by section 582(b) of Pub. L. 111–84 appli-

cable with respect to the regularly scheduled general 

election for Federal office held in November 2010 and 

each succeeding election for Federal office, see section 

582(c) of Pub. L. 111–84, set out as a note under section 

20302 of this title. 

§ 20304. Procedures for collection and delivery of 
marked absentee ballots of absent overseas 
uniformed services voters 

(a) Establishment of procedures 

The Presidential designee shall establish pro-
cedures for collecting marked absentee ballots 
of absent overseas uniformed services voters in 
regularly scheduled general elections for Fed-
eral office, including absentee ballots prepared 
by States and the Federal write-in absentee bal-
lot prescribed under section 20303 of this title, 
and for delivering such marked absentee ballots 
to the appropriate election officials. 

(b) Delivery to appropriate election officials 

(1) In general 

Under the procedures established under this 
section, the Presidential designee shall imple-
ment procedures that facilitate the delivery of 
marked absentee ballots of absent overseas 
uniformed services voters for regularly sched-
uled general elections for Federal office to the 
appropriate election officials, in accordance 
with this section, not later than the date by 
which an absentee ballot must be received in 
order to be counted in the election. 

(2) Cooperation and coordination with the 
United States Postal Service 

The Presidential designee shall carry out 
this section in cooperation and coordination 
with the United States Postal Service, and 
shall provide expedited mail delivery service 
for all such marked absentee ballots of absent 
uniformed services voters that are collected 
on or before the deadline described in para-
graph (3) and then transferred to the United 
States Postal Service. 

(3) Deadline described 

(A) In general 

Except as provided in subparagraph (B), 
the deadline described in this paragraph is 
noon (in the location in which the ballot is 
collected) on the seventh day preceding the 
date of the regularly scheduled general elec-
tion for Federal office. 

(B) Authority to establish alternative dead-
line for certain locations 

If the Presidential designee determines 
that the deadline described in subparagraph 
(A) is not sufficient to ensure timely deliv-
ery of the ballot under paragraph (1) with re-
spect to a particular location because of re-
moteness or other factors, the Presidential 
designee may establish as an alternative 
deadline for that location the latest date oc-
curring prior to the deadline described in 
subparagraph (A) which is sufficient to pro-
vide timely delivery of the ballot under 
paragraph (1). 
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(4) No postage requirement 

In accordance with section 3406 of title 39, 
such marked absentee ballots and other bal-
loting materials shall be carried free of post-
age. 

(5) Date of mailing 

Such marked absentee ballots shall be post-
marked with a record of the date on which the 
ballot is mailed. 

(c) Outreach for absent overseas uniformed serv-
ices voters on procedures 

The Presidential designee shall take appro-
priate actions to inform individuals who are an-
ticipated to be absent overseas uniformed serv-
ices voters in a regularly scheduled general elec-
tion for Federal office to which this section ap-
plies of the procedures for the collection and de-
livery of marked absentee ballots established 
pursuant to this section, including the manner 
in which such voters may utilize such proce-
dures for the submittal of marked absentee bal-
lots pursuant to this section. 

(d) Absent overseas uniformed services voter de-
fined 

In this section, the term ‘‘absent overseas uni-
formed services voter’’ means an overseas voter 
described in section 20310(5)(A) of this title. 

(e) Authorization of appropriations 

There are authorized to be appropriated to the 
Presidential designee such sums as may be nec-
essary to carry out this section. 

(Pub. L. 99–410, title I, § 103A, as added Pub. L. 
111–84, div. A, title V, § 580(a), Oct. 28, 2009, 123 
Stat. 2324.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 1973ff–2a of 

Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-

torial reclassification and renumbering as this section.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section applicable with respect to the regularly 

scheduled general election for Federal office held in No-

vember 2010 and each succeeding election for Federal 

office, see section 580(f) of Pub. L. 111–84, set out as an 

Effective Date of 2009 Amendment note under section 

20301 of this title. 

§ 20305. Federal Voting Assistance Program Im-
provements 

(a) Duties 

The Presidential designee shall carry out the 
following duties: 

(1) Develop online portals of information to 
inform absent uniformed services voters re-
garding voter registration procedures and ab-
sentee ballot procedures to be used by such 
voters with respect to elections for Federal of-
fice. 

(2) Establish a program to notify absent uni-
formed services voters of voter registration in-
formation and resources, the availability of 
the Federal postcard application, and the 
availability of the Federal write-in absentee 

ballot on the military Global Network, and 
shall use the military Global Network to no-
tify absent uniformed services voters of the 
foregoing 90, 60, and 30 days prior to each elec-
tion for Federal office. 

(b) Clarification regarding other duties and obli-
gations 

Nothing in this section shall relieve the Presi-
dential designee of their duties and obligations 
under any directives or regulations issued by the 
Department of Defense, including the Depart-
ment of Defense Directive 1000.04 (or any suc-
cessor directive or regulation) that is not incon-
sistent or contradictory to the provisions of this 
section. 

(c) Authorization of appropriations 

There are authorized to be appropriated to the 
Federal Voting Assistance Program of the De-
partment of Defense (or a successor program) 
such sums as are necessary for purposes of car-
rying out this section. 

(Pub. L. 99–410, title I, § 103B, as added Pub. L. 
111–84, div. A, title V, § 583(a)(1), Oct. 28, 2009, 123 
Stat. 2327.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 1973ff–2b of 
Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-
torial reclassification and renumbering as this section.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section applicable with respect to the regularly 
scheduled general election for Federal office held in No-
vember 2010 and each succeeding election for Federal 
office, see section 583(a)(3) of Pub. L. 111–84, set out as 
an Effective Date of 2009 Amendment note under sec-
tion 20301 of this title. 

§ 20306. Prohibition of refusal of applications on 
grounds of early submission 

A State may not refuse to accept or process, 
with respect to any election for Federal office, 
any otherwise valid voter registration applica-
tion or absentee ballot application (including 
the postcard form prescribed under section 20301 
of this title) submitted by an absent uniformed 
services voter during a year on the grounds that 
the voter submitted the application before the 
first date on which the State otherwise accepts 
or processes such applications for that year sub-
mitted by absentee voters who are not members 
of the uniformed services. 

(Pub. L. 99–410, title I, § 104, Aug. 28, 1986, 100 
Stat. 926; Pub. L. 107–107, div. A, title XVI, 
§ 1606(b), Dec. 28, 2001, 115 Stat. 1279; Pub. L. 
107–252, title VII, §§ 704, 706(a), Oct. 29, 2002, 116 
Stat. 1724, 1725; Pub. L. 111–84, div. A, title V, 
§ 585(a), (b)(2), Oct. 28, 2009, 123 Stat. 2331.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 1973ff–3 of 

Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-

torial reclassification and renumbering as this section. 

AMENDMENTS 

2009—Pub. L. 111–84 substituted ‘‘Prohibition of re-

fusal of applications on grounds of early submission’’ 
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for ‘‘Use of single application for all subsequent elec-

tions’’ in section catchline, struck out subsecs. (a) to 

(d) which related, respectively, to provision of absentee 

ballot in subsequent elections after acceptance and 

processing of an official post card form, exception for 

voters changing registration, revision of official post 

card form, and construction of provisions with voter re-

moval programs, and struck out subsec. (e) designation 

and heading before ‘‘A State’’. 

2002—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 107–252, § 704, substituted 

‘‘through the next 2 regularly scheduled general elec-

tions for Federal office (including any runoff elections 

which may occur as a result of the outcome of such 

general elections), the State shall provide an absentee 

ballot to the voter for each such subsequent election’’ 

for ‘‘during that year, the State shall provide an absen-

tee ballot to the voter for each subsequent election for 

Federal office held in the State during that year’’. 

Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 107–252, § 706(a), added subsec. (e). 

2001—Pub. L. 107–107 amended section catchline and 

text generally, substituting provisions relating to use 

of single application for all subsequent elections for 

provisions relating to recommendations to States to 

maximize access to polls by absent uniformed services 

voters and overseas voters.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2002 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 107–252, title VII, § 706(b), Oct. 29, 2002, 116 

Stat. 1725, provided that: ‘‘The amendment made by 

subsection (a) [amending this section] shall apply with 

respect to elections for Federal office that occur after 

January 1, 2004.’’

§ 20307. Enforcement 

(a) In general 

The Attorney General may bring a civil action 
in an appropriate district court for such declara-
tory or injunctive relief as may be necessary to 
carry out this chapter. 

(b) Report to Congress 

Not later than December 31 of each year, the 
Attorney General shall submit to Congress an 
annual report on any civil action brought under 
subsection (a) during the preceding year. 

(Pub. L. 99–410, title I, § 105, Aug. 28, 1986, 100 
Stat. 927; Pub. L. 111–84, div. A, title V, § 587, 
Oct. 28, 2009, 123 Stat. 2333.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 1973ff–4 of 

Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-

torial reclassification and renumbering as this section. 

AMENDMENTS 

2009—Pub. L. 111–84 designated existing provisions as 

subsec. (a), inserted heading, and added subsec. (b). 

§ 20308. Reporting requirements 

(a) Report on status of implementation and as-
sessment of programs 

Not later than 180 days after October 28, 2009, 
the Presidential designee shall submit to the 
relevant committees of Congress a report con-
taining the following information: 

(1) The status of the implementation of the 
procedures established for the collection and 
delivery of marked absentee ballots of absent 
overseas uniformed services voters under sec-

tion 20304 of this title, and a detailed descrip-
tion of the specific steps taken towards such 
implementation for the regularly scheduled 
general election for Federal office held in No-
vember 2010. 

(2) An assessment of the effectiveness of the 
Voting Assistance Officer Program of the De-
partment of Defense, which shall include the 
following: 

(A) A thorough and complete assessment 
of whether the Program, as configured and 
implemented as of October 28, 2009, is effec-
tively assisting absent uniformed services 
voters in exercising their right to vote. 

(B) An inventory and explanation of any 
areas of voter assistance in which the Pro-
gram has failed to accomplish its stated ob-
jectives and effectively assist absent uni-
formed services voters in exercising their 
right to vote. 

(C) As necessary, a detailed plan for the 
implementation of any new program to re-
place or supplement voter assistance activi-
ties required to be performed under this Act.

(3) A detailed description of the specific 
steps taken towards the implementation of 
voter registration assistance for absent uni-
formed services voters under section 1566a of 
title 10. 

(b) Biennial report on effectiveness of activities 
and utilization of certain procedures 

Not later than September 30 of each odd-num-
bered year, the Presidential designee shall 
transmit to the President and to the relevant 
committees of Congress a report containing the 
following information with respect to the Fed-
eral elections held during the preceding calendar 
year: 

(1) An assessment of the effectiveness of ac-
tivities carried out under section 20305 of this 
title, including the activities and actions of 
the Federal Voting Assistance Program of the 
Department of Defense, a separate assessment 
of voter registration and participation by ab-
sent uniformed services voters, a separate as-
sessment of voter registration and participa-
tion by overseas voters who are not members 
of the uniformed services, and a description of 
the cooperation between States and the Fed-
eral Government in carrying out such section. 

(2) A description of the utilization of voter 
registration assistance under section 1566a of 
title 10, which shall include the following: 

(A) A description of the specific programs 
implemented by each military department of 
the Armed Forces pursuant to such section. 

(B) The number of absent uniformed serv-
ices voters who utilized voter registration 
assistance provided under such section.

(3) A description of the utilization of the 
procedures for the collection and delivery of 
marked absentee ballots established pursuant 
to section 20304 of this title, which shall in-
clude the number of marked absentee ballots 
collected and delivered under such procedures 
and the number of such ballots which were not 
delivered by the time of the closing of the 
polls on the date of the election (and the rea-
sons such ballots were not so delivered). 
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(c) Definitions 

In this section: 

(1) Absent overseas uniformed services voter 

The term ‘‘absent overseas uniformed serv-
ices voter’’ has the meaning given such term 
in section 20304(d) of this title. 

(2) Presidential designee 

The term ‘‘Presidential designee’’ means the 
Presidential designee under section 20301(a) of 
this title. 

(3) Relevant committees of Congress defined 

The term ‘‘relevant committees of Con-
gress’’ means—

(A) the Committees on Appropriations, 
Armed Services, and Rules and Administra-
tion of the Senate; and 

(B) the Committees on Appropriations, 
Armed Services, and House Administration 
of the House of Representatives. 

(Pub. L. 99–410, title I, § 105A, as added Pub. L. 
111–84, div. A, title V, § 586, Oct. 28, 2009, 123 Stat. 
2331; amended Pub. L. 116–283, div. A, title V, 
§ 595, Jan. 1, 2021, 134 Stat. 3666.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This Act, referred to in subsec. (a)(2)(C), is Pub. L. 

99–410, Aug. 28, 1986, 100 Stat. 924, known as the Uni-

formed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act, 

which is classified principally to this chapter. For com-

plete classification of this Act to the Code, see Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 1973ff–4a of 

Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-

torial reclassification and renumbering as this section. 

AMENDMENTS 

2021—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 116–283, § 595(a), (b)(1), in 

heading, substituted ‘‘Biennial report’’ for ‘‘Annual re-

port’’ and, in introductory provisions, substituted 

‘‘September 30 of each odd-numbered year’’ for ‘‘March 

31 of each year’’ and ‘‘the following information with 

respect to the Federal elections held during the pre-

ceding calendar year’’ for ‘‘the following information’’. 

Subsec. (b)(3). Pub. L. 116–283, § 595(b)(2), substituted 

‘‘A description’’ for ‘‘In the case of a report submitted 

under this subsection in the year following a year in 

which a regularly scheduled general election for Fed-

eral office is held, a description’’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

TERMINATION OF REPORTING REQUIREMENTS 

For termination, effective Dec. 31, 2021, of provisions 

in subsec. (b) of this section requiring submittal of an-

nual report to Congress, see section 1061 of Pub. L. 

114–328, set out as a note under section 111 of Title 10, 

Armed Forces. 

§ 20309. Effect on certain other laws 

The exercise of any right under this chapter 
shall not affect, for purposes of any Federal, 
State, or local tax, the residence or domicile of 
a person exercising such right. 

(Pub. L. 99–410, title I, § 106, Aug. 28, 1986, 100 
Stat. 927.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 1973ff–5 of 

Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-

torial reclassification and renumbering as this section. 

§ 20310. Definitions 

As used in this chapter, the term—
(1) ‘‘absent uniformed services voter’’ 

means—
(A) a member of a uniformed service on ac-

tive duty who, by reason of such active duty, 
is absent from the place of residence where 
the member is otherwise qualified to vote; 

(B) a member of the merchant marine who, 
by reason of service in the merchant marine, 
is absent from the place of residence where 
the member is otherwise qualified to vote; 
and 

(C) a spouse or dependent of a member re-
ferred to in subparagraph (A) or (B) who, by 
reason of the active duty or service of the 
member, is absent from the place of resi-
dence where the spouse or dependent is oth-
erwise qualified to vote;

(2) ‘‘balloting materials’’ means official post 
card forms (prescribed under section 20301 of 
this title), Federal write-in absentee ballots 
(prescribed under section 20303 of this title), 
and any State balloting materials that, as de-
termined by the Presidential designee, are es-
sential to the carrying out of this chapter; 

(3) ‘‘Federal office’’ means the office of 
President or Vice President, or of Senator or 
Representative in, or Delegate or Resident 
Commissioner to, the Congress; 

(4) ‘‘member of the merchant marine’’ means 
an individual (other than a member of a uni-
formed service or an individual employed, en-
rolled, or maintained on the Great Lakes or 
the inland waterways)—

(A) employed as an officer or crew member 
of a vessel documented under the laws of the 
United States, or a vessel owned by the 
United States, or a vessel of foreign-flag reg-
istry under charter to or control of the 
United States; or 

(B) enrolled with the United States for em-
ployment or training for employment, or 
maintained by the United States for emer-
gency relief service, as an officer or crew 
member of any such vessel;

(5) ‘‘overseas voter’’ means—
(A) an absent uniformed services voter 

who, by reason of active duty or service is 
absent from the United States on the date of 
the election involved; 

(B) a person who resides outside the United 
States and is qualified to vote in the last 
place in which the person was domiciled be-
fore leaving the United States; or 

(C) a person who resides outside the United 
States and (but for such residence) would be 
qualified to vote in the last place in which 
the person was domiciled before leaving the 
United States.

(6) ‘‘State’’ means a State of the United 
States, the District of Columbia, the Common-
wealth of Puerto Rico, Guam, the Virgin Is-
lands, and American Samoa; 



Page 40TITLE 52—VOTING AND ELECTIONS§ 20311

(7) ‘‘uniformed services’’ means the Army, 
Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, and Coast 
Guard, the commissioned corps of the Public 
Health Service, and the commissioned corps of 
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Admin-
istration; and 

(8) ‘‘United States’’, where used in the terri-
torial sense, means the several States, the 
District of Columbia, the Commonwealth of 
Puerto Rico, Guam, the Virgin Islands, and 
American Samoa. 

(Pub. L. 99–410, title I, § 107, Aug. 28, 1986, 100 
Stat. 927.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 1973ff–6 of 

Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-

torial reclassification and renumbering as this section.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of authorities, functions, personnel, and 

assets of the Coast Guard, including the authorities 

and functions of the Secretary of Transportation relat-

ing thereto, to the Department of Homeland Security, 

and for treatment of related references, see sections 

468(b), 551(d), 552(d), and 557 of Title 6, Domestic Secu-

rity, and the Department of Homeland Security Reor-

ganization Plan of November 25, 2002, as modified, set 

out as a note under section 542 of Title 6. 

§ 20311. Technology pilot program 

(a) Definitions 

In this section: 

(1) Absent uniformed services voter 

The term ‘‘absent uniformed services voter’’ 
has the meaning given such term in section 
107(1) of the Uniformed and Overseas Citizens 
Absentee Voting Act (42 U.S.C. 1973ff–6(1)) 
[now 52 U.S.C. 20310(1)]. 

(2) Overseas voter 

The term ‘‘overseas voter’’ has the meaning 
given such term in section 107(5) of such Act 
[52 U.S.C. 20310(5)]. 

(3) Presidential designee 

The term ‘‘Presidential designee’’ means the 
individual designated under section 101(a) of 
such Act [52 U.S.C. 20301(a)]. 

(b) Establishment 

(1) In general 

The Presidential designee may establish 1 or 
more pilot programs under which the feasi-
bility of new election technology is tested for 
the benefit of absent uniformed services voters 
and overseas voters claiming rights under the 
Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee 
Voting Act (42 U.S.C. 1973ff et seq.) [now 52 
U.S.C. 20301 et seq.]. 

(2) Design and conduct 

The design and conduct of a pilot program 
established under this subsection—

(A) shall be at the discretion of the Presi-
dential designee; and 

(B) shall not conflict with or substitute for 
existing laws, regulations, or procedures 

with respect to the participation of absent 
uniformed services voters and military vot-
ers in elections for Federal office. 

(c) Considerations 

In conducting a pilot program established 
under subsection (b), the Presidential designee 
may consider the following issues: 

(1) The transmission of electronic voting 
material across military networks. 

(2) Virtual private networks, cryptographic 
voting systems, centrally controlled voting 
stations, and other information security tech-
niques. 

(3) The transmission of ballot representa-
tions and scanned pictures in a secure manner. 

(4) Capturing, retaining, and comparing elec-
tronic and physical ballot representations. 

(5) Utilization of voting stations at military 
bases. 

(6) Document delivery and upload systems. 
(7) The functional effectiveness of the appli-

cation or adoption of the pilot program to 
operational environments, taking into ac-
count environmental and logistical obstacles 
and State procedures. 

(d) Reports 

The Presidential designee shall submit to Con-
gress reports on the progress and outcomes of 
any pilot program conducted under this sub-
section, together with recommendations—

(1) for the conduct of additional pilot pro-
grams under this section; and 

(2) for such legislation and administrative 
action as the Presidential designee determines 
appropriate. 

(e) Technical assistance 

(1) In general 

The Election Assistance Commission and the 
National Institute of Standards and Tech-
nology shall provide the Presidential designee 
with best practices or standards in accordance 
with electronic absentee voting guidelines es-
tablished under the first sentence of section 
1604(a)(2) of the National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act for Fiscal Year 2002 (Public Law 
107–107; 115 Stat. 1277; 42 U.S.C. 1973ff note 
[now 52 U.S.C. 20301 note]), as amended by sec-
tion 567 of the Ronald W. Reagan National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2005 
(Public Law 108–375; 118 Stat. 1919) to support 
the pilot program or programs. 

(2) Report 

In the case in which the Election Assistance 
Commission has not established electronic ab-
sentee voting guidelines under such section 
1604(a)(2), as so amended, by not later than 180 
days after October 28, 2009, the Election As-
sistance Commission shall submit to the rel-
evant committees of Congress a report con-
taining the following information: 

(A) The reasons such guidelines have not 
been established as of such date. 

(B) A detailed timeline for the establish-
ment of such guidelines. 

(C) A detailed explanation of the Commis-
sion’s actions in establishing such guidelines 
since October 28, 2004. 

(3) Relevant committees of Congress defined 

In this subsection, the term ‘‘relevant com-
mittees of Congress’’ means—
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(A) the Committees on Appropriations, 
Armed Services, and Rules and Administra-
tion of the Senate; and 

(B) the Committees on Appropriations, 
Armed Services, and House Administration 
of the House of Representatives. 

(f) Authorization of appropriations 

There are authorized to be appropriated such 
sums as are necessary to carry out this section. 

(Pub. L. 111–84, div. A, title V, § 589, Oct. 28, 2009, 
123 Stat. 2334; Pub. L. 111–383, div. A, title X, 
§ 1075(d)(6), Jan. 7, 2011, 124 Stat. 4373.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Vot-

ing Act, referred to in subsec. (b)(1), is Pub. L. 99–410, 

Aug. 28, 1986, 100 Stat. 924, which is classified prin-

cipally to this chapter. Sections 101 and 107 of the Act 

are classified to sections 20301 and 20310, respectively, 

of this title. For complete classification of this Act to 

the Code, see Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 1973ff–7 of 

Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-

torial reclassification and renumbering as this section. 

Some section numbers referenced in amendment notes 

below reflect the classification of such sections prior to 

their editorial reclassification to this title. 

Section was enacted as part of the Military and Over-

seas Voter Empowerment Act, and also as part of the 

National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 

2010, and not as part of title I of the Uniformed and 

Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act, which com-

prises this chapter. 

AMENDMENTS 

2011—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 111–383, § 1075(d)(6)(A), 

substituted ‘‘section 107(1)’’ for ‘‘section 107(a)’’ and 

‘‘1973ff–6(1)’’ for ‘‘1973ff et seq.’’

Subsec. (e)(1). Pub. L. 111–383, § 1075(d)(6)(B), sub-

stituted ‘‘1973ff note’’ for ‘‘1977ff note’’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2011 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 111–383, div. A, title X, § 1075(d), Jan. 7, 2011, 

124 Stat. 4372, provided that the amendment by section 

1075(d)(6) is effective as of Oct. 28, 2009, and as if in-

cluded in Pub. L. 111–84 as enacted.

CHAPTER 205—NATIONAL VOTER 
REGISTRATION 

Sec. 

20501. Findings and purposes. 

20502. Definitions. 

20503. National procedures for voter registration for 

elections for Federal office. 

20504. Simultaneous application for voter registra-

tion and application for motor vehicle driv-

er’s license. 

20505. Mail registration. 

20506. Voter registration agencies. 

20507. Requirements with respect to administration 

of voter registration. 

20508. Federal coordination and regulations. 

20509. Designation of chief State election official. 

20510. Civil enforcement and private right of action. 

20511. Criminal penalties. 

§ 20501. Findings and purposes 

(a) Findings 

The Congress finds that—

(1) the right of citizens of the United States 
to vote is a fundamental right; 

(2) it is the duty of the Federal, State, and 
local governments to promote the exercise of 
that right; and 

(3) discriminatory and unfair registration 
laws and procedures can have a direct and 
damaging effect on voter participation in elec-
tions for Federal office and disproportionately 
harm voter participation by various groups, 
including racial minorities. 

(b) Purposes 

The purposes of this chapter are—
(1) to establish procedures that will increase 

the number of eligible citizens who register to 
vote in elections for Federal office; 

(2) to make it possible for Federal, State, 
and local governments to implement this 
chapter in a manner that enhances the partici-
pation of eligible citizens as voters in elec-
tions for Federal office; 

(3) to protect the integrity of the electoral 
process; and 

(4) to ensure that accurate and current voter 
registration rolls are maintained. 

(Pub. L. 103–31, § 2, May 20, 1993, 107 Stat. 77.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in subsec. (b), was in the 

original ‘‘this Act’’, meaning Pub. L. 103–31, May 20, 

1993, 107 Stat. 77, which is classified principally to this 

chapter. For complete classification of this Act to the 

Code, see Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 1973gg of 

Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-

torial reclassification and renumbering as this section.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Pub. L. 103–31, § 13, May 20, 1993, 107 Stat. 89, provided 

that: ‘‘This Act [see Tables for classification] shall 

take effect—

‘‘(1) with respect to a State that on the date of en-

actment of this Act [May 20, 1993] has a provision in 

the constitution of the State that would preclude 

compliance with this Act unless the State main-

tained separate Federal and State official lists of eli-

gible voters, on the later of—

‘‘(A) January 1, 1996; or 

‘‘(B) the date that is 120 days after the date by 

which, under the constitution of the State as in ef-

fect on the date of enactment of this Act, it would 

be legally possible to adopt and place into effect 

any amendments to the constitution of the State 

that are necessary to permit such compliance with 

this Act without requiring a special election; and 

‘‘(2) with respect to any State not described in 

paragraph (1), on January 1, 1995.’’

PROOF OF CITIZENSHIP 

Pub. L. 104–132, title IX, § 902, Apr. 24, 1996, 110 Stat. 

1317, provided that: ‘‘Notwithstanding any other provi-

sion of law, a Federal, State, or local government agen-

cy may not use a voter registration card (or other re-

lated document) that evidences registration for an elec-

tion for Federal office, as evidence to prove United 

States citizenship.’’

Similar provisions were contained in section 117 of 

H.R. 2076, One Hundred Fourth Congress, as passed by 
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