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title, subpenas for witnesses who are required to
attend the District Court for the District of Co-
lumbia may be served in any judicial district of
the United States: Provided, That no writ of sub-
pena shall issue for witnesses without the Dis-
trict of Columbia at a greater distance than one
hundred miles from the place of holding court
without the permission of the District Court for
the District of Columbia being first had upon
proper application and cause shown.

(e) Attorney’s fees

In any action or proceeding to enforce the vot-
ing guarantees of the fourteenth or fifteenth
amendment, the court, in its discretion, may
allow the prevailing party, other than the
United States, a reasonable attorney’s fee, rea-
sonable expert fees, and other reasonable litiga-
tion expenses as part of the costs.

(Pub. L. 89-110, title I, §14, Aug. 6, 1965, 79 Stat.
445; renumbered title I, Pub. L. 91-285, §2, June
22, 1970, 84 Stat. 314; amended Pub. L. 94-73, title
II, §207, title IV, §402, Aug. 6, 1975, 89 Stat. 402,
404; Pub. L. 109-246, §§3(e)(3), 6, July 27, 2006, 120
Stat. 580, 581.)

Editorial Notes

CODIFICATION

Section was formerly classified to section 19731 of
Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-
torial reclassification and renumbering as this section.

AMENDMENTS

2006—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 109-246, §3(e)(3), struck out
“‘or a court of appeals in any proceeding under section
1973g of this title’” after ‘‘District of Columbia’.

Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 109-246, §6, inserted ‘‘, reasonable
expert fees, and other reasonable litigation expenses’
after ‘‘reasonable attorney’s fee’’.

1975—Subsec. (¢)(3). Pub. L. 94-73, §207, added par. (3).

Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 94-73, §402, added subsec. (e).

§10311. Impairment of voting rights of persons
holding current registration

Nothing in chapters 103 to 107 of this title
shall be construed to deny, impair, or otherwise
adversely affect the right to vote of any person
registered to vote under the law of any State or
political subdivision.

(Pub. L. 89-110, title I, §17, Aug. 6, 1965, 79 Stat.

446; renumbered title I, Pub. L. 91-285, §2, June
22, 1970, 84 Stat. 314.)

Editorial Notes

CODIFICATION

Section was formerly classified to section 1973n of
Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-
torial reclassification and renumbering as this section.

§10312. Authorization of appropriations

There are hereby authorized to be appro-
priated such sums as are necessary to carry out
the provisions of chapters 103 to 107 of this title.

(Pub. L. 89-110, title I, §18, Aug. 6, 1965, 79 Stat.

446; renumbered title I, Pub. L. 91-285, §2, June
22, 1970, 84 Stat. 314.)
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Editorial Notes
CODIFICATION

Section was formerly classified to section 19730 of
Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-
torial reclassification and renumbering as this section.

§10313. Separability

If any provision of chapters 103 to 107 of this
title or the application thereof to any person or
circumstances is held invalid, the remainder of
chapters 103 to 107 of this title and the applica-
tion of the provision to other persons not simi-
larly situated or to other circumstances shall
not be affected thereby.

(Pub. L. 89-110, title I, §19, Aug. 6, 1965, 79 Stat.
446; renumbered title I, Pub. L. 91-285, §2, June
22, 1970, 84 Stat. 314.)

Editorial Notes
CODIFICATION

Section was formerly classified to section 1973p of
Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-
torial reclassification and renumbering as this section.

§10314. Construction

A reference in this chapter to the effective
date of the amendments made by, or the date of
the enactment of, the Fannie Lou Hamer, Rosa
Parks, Coretta Scott King, César E. Chavez, Bar-
bara C. Jordan, William C. Velasquez, and Dr.
Hector P. Garcia Voting Rights Act Reauthor-
ization and Amendments Act of 2006 shall be
considered to refer to, respectively, the effective
date of the amendments made by, or the date of
the enactment of, the Fannie Lou Hamer, Rosa
Parks, and Coretta Scott King Voting Rights
Act Reauthorization and Amendments Act of
2006.

(Pub. L. 89-110, title I, §20, as added Pub. L.
110-258, §3, July 1, 2008, 122 Stat. 2428.)

Editorial Notes
REFERENCES IN TEXT

The effective date of the amendments made by, or the
date of the enactment of, the Fannie Lou Hamer, Rosa
Parks, and Coretta Scott King Voting Rights Act Reau-
thorization and Amendments Act of 2006, referred to in
text, is the date of enactment of Pub. L. 109-246, which
was approved July 27, 2006.

CODIFICATION

Section was formerly classified to section 1973q of
Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-
torial reclassification and renumbering as this section.
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§10501. Application of prohibition to other
States; “test or device” defined

(a) No citizen shall be denied, because of his
failure to comply with any test or device, the
right to vote in any Federal, State, or local elec-
tion conducted in any State or political subdivi-
sion of a State.

(b) As used in this section, the term ‘‘test or
device” means any requirement that a person as
a prerequisite for voting or registration for vot-
ing (1) demonstrate the ability to read, write,
understand, or interpret any matter, (2) dem-
onstrate any educational achievement or his
knowledge of any particular subject, (3) possess
good moral character, or (4) prove his qualifica-
tions by the voucher of registered voters or
members of any other class.

(Pub. L. 89-110, title II, §201, as added Pub. L.
91-285, §6, June 22, 1970, 84 Stat. 315; amended
Pub. L. 94-73, title I, §102, Aug. 6, 1975, 89 Stat.
400.)

Editorial Notes

CODIFICATION

Section was formerly classified to section 1973aa of
Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-
torial reclassification and renumbering as this section.
Some section numbers referenced in amendment notes
below reflect the classification of such sections prior to
their editorial reclassification to this title.

AMENDMENTS

1975—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 94-73 struck out ‘‘Prior to
August 6, 1975, and ‘‘as to which the provisions of sec-
tion 1973b(a) of this title are not in effect by reason of
determinations made under section 1973b(b) of this
title”.

§10502. Residence requirements for voting

(a) Congressional findings

The Congress hereby finds that the imposition
and application of the durational residency re-
quirement as a precondition to voting for the of-
fices of President and Vice President, and the
lack of sufficient opportunities for absentee reg-
istration and absentee balloting in presidential
elections—

(1) denies or abridges the inherent constitu-
tional right of citizens to vote for their Presi-
dent and Vice President;

(2) denies or abridges the inherent constitu-
tional right of citizens to enjoy their free
movement across State lines;

(3) denies or abridges the privileges and im-
munities guaranteed to the citizens of each
State under article IV, section 2, clause 1, of
the Constitution;

(4) in some instances has the impermissible
purpose or effect of denying citizens the right
to vote for such officers because of the way
they may vote;

(5) has the effect of denying to citizens the
equality of civil rights, and due process and
equal protection of the laws that are guaran-
teed to them under the fourteenth amend-
ment; and

(6) does not bear a reasonable relationship to
any compelling State interest in the conduct
of presidential elections.
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(b) Congressional declaration: durational resi-
dency requirement, abolishment; absentee
registration and balloting standards, estab-
lishment

Upon the basis of these findings, Congress de-
clares that in order to secure and protect the
above-stated rights of citizens under the Con-
stitution, to enable citizens to better obtain the
enjoyment of such rights, and to enforce the
guarantees of the fourteenth amendment, it is
necessary (1) to completely abolish the
durational residency requirement as a pre-
condition to voting for President and Vice Presi-
dent, and (2) to establish nationwide, uniform
standards relative to absentee registration and
absentee balloting in presidential elections.

(c) Prohibition of denial of right to vote because
of durational residency requirement or ab-
sentee balloting

No citizen of the United States who is other-
wise qualified to vote in any election for Presi-
dent and Vice President shall be denied the
right to vote for electors for President and Vice
President, or for President and Vice President,
in such election because of the failure of such
citizen to comply with any durational residency
requirement of such State or political subdivi-
sion; nor shall any citizen of the United States
be denied the right to vote for electors for Presi-
dent and Vice President, or for President and
Vice President, in such election because of the
failure of such citizen to be physically present
in such State or political subdivision at the
time of such election, if such citizen shall have
complied with the requirements prescribed by
the law of such State or political subdivision
providing for the casting of absentee ballots in
such election.

(d) Registration: time for application; absentee
balloting: time of application and return of
ballots

For the purposes of this section, each State
shall provide by law for the registration or other
means of qualification of all duly qualified resi-
dents of such State who apply, not later than
thirty days immediately prior to any presi-
dential election, for registration or qualification
to vote for the choice of electors for President
and Vice President or for President and Vice
President in such election; and each State shall
provide by law for the casting of absentee bal-
lots for the choice of electors for President and
Vice President, or for President and Vice Presi-
dent, by all duly qualified residents of such
State who may be absent from their election
district or unit in such State on the day such
election is held and who have applied therefor
not later than seven days immediately prior to
such election and have returned such ballots to
the appropriate election official of such State
not later than the time of closing of the polls in
such State on the day of such election.

(e) Change of residence; voting in person or by
absentee ballot in State of prior residence

If any citizen of the United States who is oth-
erwise qualified to vote in any State or political
subdivision in any election for President and
Vice President has begun residence in such
State or political subdivision after the thirtieth
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day next preceding such election and, for that
reason, does not satisfy the registration require-
ments of such State or political subdivision he
shall be allowed to vote for the choice of elec-
tors for President and Vice President, or for
President and Vice President, in such election,
(1) in person in the State or political subdivision
in which he resided immediately prior to his re-
moval if he had satisfied, as of the date of his
change of residence, the requirements to vote in
that State or political subdivision, or (2) by ab-
sentee ballot in the State or political subdivi-
sion in which he resided immediately prior to
his removal if he satisfies, but for his non-
resident status and the reason for his absence,
the requirements for absentee voting in that
State or political subdivision.

(f) Absentee registration requirement

No citizen of the United States who is other-
wise qualified to vote by absentee ballot in any
State or political subdivision in any election for
President and Vice President shall be denied the
right to vote for the choice of electors for Presi-
dent and Vice President, or for President and
Vice President, in such election because of any
requirement of registration that does not in-
clude a provision for absentee registration.

(g) State or local adoption of less restrictive vot-
ing practices

Nothing in this section shall prevent any
State or political subdivision from adopting less
restrictive voting practices than those that are
prescribed herein.

(h) “State” defined

The term ‘‘State’ as used in this section in-
cludes each of the several States and the Dis-
trict of Columbia.

(i) False registration, and other fraudulent acts
and conspiracies: application of penalty for
false information in registering or voting

The provisions of section 10307(c) of this title
shall apply to false registration, and other
fraudulent acts and conspiracies, committed
under this section.

(Pub. L. 89-110, title II, §202, as added Pub. L.
91-285, §6, June 22, 1970, 84 Stat. 316.)

Editorial Notes
CODIFICATION

Section was formerly classified to section 1973aa-1 of
Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-
torial reclassification and renumbering as this section.

§10503. Bilingual election requirements

(a) Congressional findings and declaration of
policy

The Congress finds that, through the use of
various practices and procedures, citizens of lan-
guage minorities have been effectively excluded
from participation in the electoral process.
Among other factors, the denial of the right to
vote of such minority group citizens is ordi-
narily directly related to the unequal edu-
cational opportunities afforded them resulting
in high illiteracy and low voting participation.
The Congress declares that, in order to enforce
the guarantees of the fourteenth and fifteenth
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amendments to the United States Constitution,
it is necessary to eliminate such discrimination
by prohibiting these practices, and by pre-
scribing other remedial devices.
(b) Bilingual voting materials requirement

(1) Generally

Before August 6, 2032, no covered State or
political subdivision shall provide voting ma-
terials only in the English language.

(2) Covered States and political subdivisions

(A) Generally

A State or political subdivision is a cov-
ered State or political subdivision for the
purposes of this subsection if the Director of
the Census determines, based on the 2010
American Community Survey census data
and subsequent American Community Sur-
vey data in b5-year increments, or com-
parable census data, that—

(i)(I) more than 5 percent of the citizens
of voting age of such State or political
subdivision are members of a single lan-
guage minority and are limited-English
proficient;

(IT) more than 10,000 of the citizens of
voting age of such political subdivision are
members of a single language minority
and are limited-English proficient; or

(ITI) in the case of a political subdivision
that contains all or any part of an Indian
reservation, more than 5 percent of the
American Indian or Alaska Native citizens
of voting age within the Indian reservation
are members of a single language minority
and are limited-English proficient; and

(ii) the illiteracy rate of the citizens in
the language minority as a group is higher
than the national illiteracy rate.

(B) Exception

The prohibitions of this subsection do not
apply in any political subdivision that has
less than b5 percent voting age limited-
English proficient citizens of each language
minority which comprises over 5 percent of
the statewide limited-English proficient pop-
ulation of voting age citizens, unless the po-
litical subdivision is a covered political sub-
division independently from its State.

(3) Definitions

As used in this section—

(A) the term ‘‘voting materials’ means
registration or voting notices, forms, in-
structions, assistance, or other materials or
information relating to the electoral proc-
ess, including ballots;

(B) the term ‘‘limited-English proficient”
means unable to speak or understand
English adequately enough to participate in
the electoral process;

(C) the term ‘“‘Indian reservation’” means
any area that is an American Indian or Alas-
ka Native area, as defined by the Census Bu-
reau for the purposes of the 1990 decennial
census;

(D) the term ‘‘citizens’” means citizens of
the United States; and

(E) the term ‘‘illiteracy’ means the failure
to complete the 5th primary grade.
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(4) Special rule

The determinations of the Director of the
Census under this subsection shall be effective
upon publication in the Federal Register and
shall not be subject to review in any court.

(¢) Requirement of voting notices, forms, instruc-
tions, assistance, or other materials and bal-
lots in minority language

Whenever any State or political subdivision
subject to the prohibition of subsection (b) of
this section provides any registration or voting
notices, forms, instructions, assistance, or other
materials or information relating to the elec-
toral process, including ballots, it shall provide
them in the language of the applicable minority
group as well as in the English language: Pro-
vided, That where the language of the applicable
minority group is oral or unwritten or in the
case of Alaskan natives and American Indians, if
the predominant language is historically un-
written, the State or political subdivision is
only required to furnish oral instructions, as-
sistance, or other information relating to reg-
istration and voting.

(d) Action for declaratory judgment permitting
English-only materials

Any State or political subdivision subject to
the prohibition of subsection (b) of this section,
which seeks to provide English-only registration
or voting materials or information, including
ballots, may file an action against the United
States in the United States District Court for a
declaratory judgment permitting such provi-
sion. The court shall grant the requested relief
if it determines that the illiteracy rate of the
applicable language minority group within the
State or political subdivision is equal to or less
than the national illiteracy rate.

(e) Definitions

For purposes of this section, the term ‘‘lan-
guage minorities’ or ‘‘language minority
group’’ means persons who are American Indian,
Asian American, Alaskan Natives, or of Spanish
heritage.

(Pub. L. 89-110, title II, §203, as added Pub. L.
94-73, title III, §301, Aug. 6, 1975, 89 Stat. 402;
amended Pub. L. 97-205, §§2(d), 4, June 29, 1982, 96
Stat. 134; Pub. L. 102-344, §2, Aug. 26, 1992, 106
Stat. 921; Pub. L. 109-246, §§7, 8, July 27, 2006, 120
Stat. 581.)

Editorial Notes
CODIFICATION

Section was formerly classified to section 1973aa-la
of Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-
torial reclassification and renumbering as this section.

AMENDMENTS

2006—Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 109-246, §7, substituted
2032 for ‘2007,

Subsec. (b)(2)(A). Pub. L. 109-246, §8, substituted ‘‘the
2010 American Community Survey census data and sub-
sequent American Community Survey data in 5-year
increments, or comparable census data’ for ‘‘census
data’ in introductory provisions.

1992—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 102-344 amended subsec. (b)
generally. Prior to amendment, subsec. (b) read as fol-
lows: “Prior to August 6, 1992, no State or political sub-
division shall provide registration or voting notices,
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forms, instructions, assistance, or other materials or
information relating to the electoral process, including
ballots, only in the English language if the Director of
the Census determines (i) that more than 5 percent of
the citizens of voting age of such State or political sub-
division are members of a single language minority and
(ii) that the illiteracy rate of such persons as a group
is higher than the national illiteracy rate: Provided,
That the prohibitions of this subsection shall not apply
in any political subdivision which has less than five
percent voting age citizens of each language minority
which comprises over five percent of the statewide pop-
ulation of voting age citizens. For purposes of this sub-
section, illiteracy means the failure to complete the
fifth primary grade. The determinations of the Director
of the Census under this subsection shall be effective
upon publication in the Federal Register and shall not
be subject to review in any court.”

1982—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 97205, §4, substituted
““Prior to August 6, 1992 for ‘‘Prior to August 6, 1985"".

Subsec. (¢). Pub. L. 97-205, §2(d), inserted ‘‘and Amer-
ican Indians’ after ‘‘Alaskan natives’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1982 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 97-205 effective June 29, 1982,
see section 6 of Pub. L. 97-205, set out as a note under
section 10301 of this title.

EXTENSION TO AUGUST 6, 1992, OF PROHIBITION ON USE
OF VOTING INSTRUCTIONS, ASSISTANCE, OR OTHER MA-
TERIALS OR INFORMATION IN ENGLISH ONLY; LIMITA-
TIONS BASED ON 1980 CENSUS AND SUBSEQUENT CEN-
SUS DATA

Pub. L. 97-205, §4, June 29, 1982, 96 Stat. 134, provided
in part that: “[T]he extension made by this section
[amending subsec. (b) of this section] shall apply only
to determinations made by the Director of the Census
under clause (i) of section 203(b) [subsec. (b)(i) of this
section] for members of a single language minority who
do not speak or understand English adequately enough
to participate in the electoral process when such a de-
termination can be made by the Director of the Census
based on the 1980 and subsequent census data.”

§10504. Judicial relief; civil actions by the Attor-
ney General; three-judge district court; ap-
peal to Supreme Court

Whenever the Attorney General has reason to
believe that a State or political subdivision (a)
has enacted or is seeking to administer any test
or device as a prerequisite to voting in violation
of the prohibition contained in section 10501 of
this title, or (b) undertakes to deny the right to
vote in any election in violation of section 10502
or 10503 of this title, he may institute for the
United States, or in the name of the United
States, an action in a district court of the
United States, in accordance with sections 1391
through 13931 of title 28, for a restraining order,
a preliminary or permanent injunction, or such
other order as he deems appropriate. An action
under this subsection shall be heard and deter-
mined by a court of three judges in accordance
with the provisions of section 2284 of title 28 and
any appeal shall be to the Supreme Court.

(Pub. L. 89-110, title II, §204, formerly §203, as
added Pub. L. 91-285, §6, June 22, 1970, 84 Stat.
317; renumbered §204 and amended Pub. L. 94-73,
title III, §§302, 303, title IV, §406, Aug. 6, 1975, 89
Stat. 403, 405.)

1See References in Text note below.
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Editorial Notes
REFERENCES IN TEXT

Section 1393 of title 28, referred to in text, was re-
pealed by Pub. L. 100-702, title X, §1001(a), Nov. 19, 1988,
102 Stat. 4664.

CODIFICATION
Section was formerly classified to section 1973aa-2 of
Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-
torial reclassification and renumbering as this section.
Some section numbers referenced in amendment notes

below reflect the classification of such sections prior to
their editorial reclassification to this title.

AMENDMENTS
1975—Pub. L. 94-73 inserted reference to section
1973aa-1a of this title and substituted reference to sec-

tion 2284 of title 28 for reference to section 2282 of title
28.

§10505. Penalty

Whoever shall deprive or attempt to deprive
any person of any right secured by section 10501,
10502, or 10503 of this title shall be fined not
more than $5,000, or imprisoned not more than
five years, or both.

(Pub. L. 89-110, title II, §205, formerly §204, as
added Pub. L. 91-285, §6, June 22, 1970, 84 Stat.
317; renumbered §205 and amended Pub. L. 94-73,
title III, §§302, 304, Aug. 6, 1975, 89 Stat. 403.)

Editorial Notes
CODIFICATION
Section was formerly classified to section 1973aa-3 of
Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-
torial reclassification and renumbering as this section.
Some section numbers referenced in amendment notes

below reflect the classification of such sections prior to
their editorial reclassification to this title.

AMENDMENTS

1975—Pub. L. 94-73
1973aa-1a of this title.

§10506. Separability

If any provision of chapters 103 to 107 of this
title or the application of any provision thereof
to any person or circumstance is judicially de-
termined to be invalid, the remainder of chap-
ters 103 to 107 of this title or the application of
such provision to other persons or cir-
cumstances shall not be affected by such deter-
mination.

(Pub. L. 89-110, title II, §206, formerly §205, as
added Pub. L. 91-285, §6, June 22, 1970, 84 Stat.
318; renumbered §206, Pub. L. 94-73, title III,
§302, Aug. 6, 1975, 89 Stat. 403.)

inserted reference to section

Editorial Notes
CODIFICATION

Section was formerly classified to section 1973aa—4 of
Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-
torial reclassification and renumbering as this section.

§10507. Survey to compile registration and vot-
ing statistics

(a) Elections to House of Representatives and
elections designated by United States Com-
mission on Civil Rights

Congress hereby directs the Director of the
Census forthwith to conduct a survey to compile
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registration and voting statistics: (i) in every
State or political subdivision with respect to
which the prohibitions of section 10303(a) of this
title are in effect, for every statewide general
election for Members of the United States House
of Representatives after January 1, 1974; and (ii)
in every State or political subdivision for any
election designated by the United States Com-
mission on Civil Rights. Such surveys shall only
include a count of citizens of voting age, race or
color, and national origin, and a determination
of the extent to which such persons are reg-
istered to vote and have voted in the elections
surveyed.
(b) Prohibition against compulsion to disclose
personal data; advice of rights

In any survey under subsection (a) of this sec-
tion no person shall be compelled to disclose his
race, color, national origin, political party af-
filiation, or how he voted (or the reasons there-
for), nor shall any penalty be imposed for his
failure or refusal to make such disclosures.
Every person interrogated orally, by written
survey or questionnaire, or by any other means
with respect to such information shall be fully
advised of his right to fail or refuse to furnish
such information.
(c) Report to Congress

The Director of the Census shall, at the ear-
liest practicable time, report to the Congress
the results of every survey conducted pursuant
to the provisions of subsection (a) of this sec-
tion.

(d) Confidentiality of information; penalties

The provisions of section 9 and chapter 7 of
title 13 shall apply to any survey, collection, or
compilation of registration and voting statistics
carried out under subsection (a) of this section.

(Pub. L. 89-110, title II, §207, as added Pub. L.
94-73, title IV, §403, Aug. 6, 1975, 89 Stat. 404.)

Editorial Notes
CODIFICATION

Section was formerly classified to section 1973aa-5 of
Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-
torial reclassification and renumbering as this section.

§10508. Voting assistance for blind, disabled or
illiterate persons

Any voter who requires assistance to vote by
reason of blindness, disability, or inability to
read or write may be given assistance by a per-
son of the voter’s choice, other than the voter’s
employer or agent of that employer or officer or
agent of the voter’s union.

(Pub. L. 89-110, title II, §208, as added Pub. L.
97-205, §5, June 29, 1982, 96 Stat. 135.)

Editorial Notes
CODIFICATION

Section was formerly classified to section 1973aa—6 of
Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-
torial reclassification and renumbering as this section.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries

EFFECTIVE DATE

Pub. L. 97205, §5, June 29, 1982, 96 Stat. 134, provided
that this section is effective Jan. 1, 1984.
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CHAPTER 107—RIGHT TO VOTE AT AGE

EIGHTEEN
Sec.
10701. Enforcement of twenty-sixth amendment.
10702. ‘“‘State’” defined.

§10701. Enforcement of twenty-sixth amendment

(a)(1) The Attorney General is directed to in-
stitute, in the name of the United States, such
actions against States or political subdivisions,
including actions for injunctive relief, as he may
determine to be necessary to implement the
twenty-sixth article of amendment to the Con-
stitution of the United States.

(2) The district courts of the United States
shall have jurisdiction of proceedings instituted
under this chapter, which shall be heard and de-
termined by a court of three judges in accord-
ance with section 2284 of title 28, and any appeal
shall lie to the Supreme Court. It shall be the
duty of the judges designated to hear the case to
assign the case for hearing and determination
thereof, and to cause the case to be in every way
expedited.

(b) Whoever shall deny or attempt to deny any
person of any right secured by the twenty-sixth
article of amendment to the Constitution of the
United States shall be fined not more than $5,000
or imprisoned not more than five years, or both.

(Pub. L. 89-110, title III, §301, as added Pub. L.
91-285, §6, June 22, 1970, 84 Stat. 318; amended
Pub. L. 94-73, title IV, §407, Aug. 6, 1975, 89 Stat.
405.)

Editorial Notes

CODIFICATION

Section was formerly classified to section 1973bb of
Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-
torial reclassification and renumbering as this section.

AMENDMENTS

1975—Pub. L. 94-73 substituted provisions authorizing
the Attorney General to institute proceedings to en-
force twenty-sixth amendment, the jurisdiction of the
district courts, and penalties for denial of rights se-
cured by twenty-sixth amendment, for provisions relat-
ing to Congressional findings and prohibition of denial
of right to vote on account of age.

§10702. “State” defined

As used in this chapter, the term ‘‘State” in-
cludes the District of Columbia.

(Pub. L. 89-110, title III, §302, as added Pub. L.
91-285, §6, June 22, 1970, 84 Stat. 318; amended
Pub. L. 94-73, title IV, §407, Aug. 6, 1975, 89 Stat.
405.)

Editorial Notes

CODIFICATION

Section was formerly classified to section 1973bb-1 of
Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-
torial reclassification and renumbering as this section.

AMENDMENTS

1975—Pub. L. 94-73 substituted definition of State for
provisions prohibiting denial of right to vote because of
age.
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Subtitle II—Voting Assistance and
Election Administration

Executive Documents

EX. ORD. NO. 14019. PROMOTING ACCESS TO VOTING

Ex. Ord. No. 14019, Mar. 7, 2021, 86 F.R. 13623, provided:

By the authority vested in me as President by the
Constitution and the laws of the United States of
America, it is hereby ordered as follows:

SECTION 1. Purpose. The right to vote is the founda-
tion of American democracy. Free and fair elections
that reflect the will of the American people must be
protected and defended. But many Americans, espe-
cially people of color, confront significant obstacles to
exercising that fundamental right. These obstacles in-
clude difficulties with voter registration, lack of elec-
tion information, and barriers to access at polling
places. For generations, Black voters and other voters
of color have faced discriminatory policies and other
obstacles that disproportionally affect their commu-
nities. These voters remain more likely to face long
lines at the polls and are disproportionately burdened
by voter identification laws and limited opportunities
to vote by mail. Limited access to language assistance
remains a barrier for many voters. People with disabil-
ities continue to face barriers to voting and are denied
legally required accommodations in exercising their
fundamental rights and the ability to vote privately
and independently. Members of our military serving
overseas, as well as other American citizens living
abroad, also face challenges to exercising their funda-
mental right to vote.

The Constitution and laws of the United States pro-
hibit racial discrimination and protect the right to
vote. The Voting Rights Act of 1965 [62 U.S.C. 10301 et
seq.] and other Federal statutes implement those pro-
tections and assign the Federal Government a key role
in remedying disenfranchisement and unequal access to
the polls. In passing the National Voter Registration
Act of 1993 [62 U.S.C. 20501 et seq.], the Congress found
that it is the duty of Federal, State, and local govern-
ments to promote the exercise of the fundamental right
to vote. Executive departments and agencies (agencies)
should partner with State, local, Tribal, and territorial
election officials to protect and promote the exercise of
the right to vote, eliminate discrimination and other
barriers to voting, and expand access to voter registra-
tion and accurate election information. It is our duty
to ensure that registering to vote and the act of voting
be made simple and easy for all those eligible to do so.

SEC. 2. Policy. It is the policy of my Administration
to promote and defend the right to vote for all Ameri-
cans who are legally entitled to participate in elec-
tions. It is the responsibility of the Federal Govern-
ment to expand access to, and education about, voter
registration and election information, and to combat
misinformation, in order to enable all eligible Ameri-
cans to participate in our democracy.

SEC. 3. Expanding Access to Voter Registration and Elec-
tion Information. Agencies shall consider ways to ex-
pand citizens’ opportunities to register to vote and to
obtain information about, and participate in, the elec-
toral process.

(a) The head of each agency shall evaluate ways in
which the agency can, as appropriate and consistent
with applicable law, promote voter registration and
voter participation. This effort shall include consider-
ation of:

(i) ways to provide relevant information in the course
of activities or services that directly engage with the
public—including through agency materials, websites,
online forms, social media platforms, and other points
of public access—about how to register to vote, how to
request a vote-by-mail ballot, and how to cast a ballot
in upcoming elections;

(ii) ways to facilitate seamless transition from agen-
cies’ websites directly to State online voter registra-
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