
Page 177 TITLE 51—NATIONAL AND COMMERCIAL SPACE PROGRAMS § 70901

Sec. 

70903. International Space Station research. 
70904. International Space Station completion. 
70905. National laboratory designation. 
70906. International Space Station National Labora-

tory Advisory Committee. 
70907. Maintaining use through at least 2030.

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2022—Pub. L. 117–167, div. B, title VII, § 10815(d)(2), 

Aug. 9, 2022, 136 Stat. 1738, substituted ‘‘Maintaining 

use through at least 2030.’’ for ‘‘Maintaining use 

through at least 2024.’’ in item 70907. 
2015—Pub. L. 114–90, title I, § 114(b)(5)(B), Nov. 25, 2015, 

129 Stat. 716, substituted ‘‘Maintaining use through at 

least 2024.’’ for ‘‘Maintaining use through at least 2020.’’ 

in item 70907. 

§ 70901. Peaceful uses of space station 

No civil space station authorized under sec-

tion 103(a)(1) of the National Aeronautics and 

Space Administration Authorization Act, Fiscal 

Year 1991 (Public Law 101–611, 104 Stat. 3190) 

may be used to carry or place in orbit any nu-

clear weapon or any other weapon of mass de-

struction, to install any such weapon on any ce-

lestial body, or to station any such weapon in 

space in any other manner. This civil space sta-

tion may be used only for peaceful purposes. 

(Pub. L. 111–314, § 3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3436.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

70901 .......... (not previously 
classified) 

Pub. L. 101–611, title I, § 123, 
Nov. 16, 1990, 104 Stat. 
3204. 

The words ‘‘the National Aeronautics and Space Ad-

ministration Authorization Act, Fiscal Year 1991 (Pub-

lic Law 101–611, 104 Stat. 3190)’’ are substituted for ‘‘this 

Act’’ to clarify the reference.

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 103(a)(1) of the National Aeronautics and 

Space Administration Authorization Act, Fiscal Year 

1991 (Public Law 101–611, 104 Stat. 3190), referred to in 

text, is not classified to the Code.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

PRIORITIES FOR INTERNATIONAL SPACE STATION 

Pub. L. 117–167, div. B, title VII, § 10816, Aug. 9, 2022, 

136 Stat. 1739, provided that: 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator [of the Na-

tional Aeronautics and Space Administration] shall as-

sess International Space Station research activities 

and shall ensure that crew time and resources allocated 

to the [National Aeronautics and Space] Administra-

tion for use on the International Space Station 

prioritize—

‘‘(1) the research of the Human Research Program, 

including research on and development of counter-

measures relevant to reducing human health and per-

formance risks, behavioral and psychological risks, 

and other astronaut safety risks related to long-dura-

tion human spaceflight; 

‘‘(2) risk reduction activities relevant to explo-

ration technologies, including for the Environmental 

Control and Life Support System, extravehicular ac-

tivity and space suits, environmental monitoring, 

safety, emergency response, and deep space commu-

nications; 

‘‘(3) the advancement of United States leadership in 

basic and applied space life and physical science re-

search, consistent with the priorities of the most re-

cent space life and physical sciences decadal survey 

of the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, 

and Medicine; and 
‘‘(4) other research and development activities iden-

tified by the Administrator as essential to Moon to 

Mars activities. 
‘‘(b) REPORTS.—

‘‘(1) ASSESSMENT AND PRIORITIZATION.—Not later 

than 180 days after the date of the enactment of this 

Act [Aug. 9, 2022], the Administrator shall submit to 

the appropriate committees of Congress [Committee 

on Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the 

Senate and Committee on Science, Space, and Tech-

nology of the House of Representatives] a report on—
‘‘(A) the assessment; and 
‘‘(B) the steps taken to achieve the prioritization 

required by subsection (a). 
‘‘(2) SPACE FLIGHT PARTICIPANTS.—Not later than 120 

days after the date of the enactment of this Act, the 

Administrator shall submit to the appropriate com-

mittees of Congress a report on measures taken, with 

respect to space flight participants aboard the ISS 

[International Space Station], to ensure government 

astronaut safety, to avoid interference in ISS oper-

ations and research priorities, and to prevent undue 

demands on crew time and resources. 
‘‘(3) ANNUAL PROGRESS REPORTS.—Concurrent with 

the annual budget submission of the President to 

Congress under section 1105(a) of title 31, United 

States Code, the Administrator shall provide to the 

appropriate committees of Congress an annual ac-

counting of the use of Administration crew time and 

ISS resources, including the allocation of such re-

sources toward the priorities described in subsection 

(a).’’
[For definitions of ‘‘deep space’’, ‘‘space flight partic-

ipant’’, and ‘‘government astronaut’’ as used in section 

10816 of Pub. L. 117–167, set out above, see section 10802 

of Pub. L. 117–167, set out as a Definitions note under 

section 10101 of this title.] 

INTERNATIONAL SPACE STATION 

Pub. L. 110–69, title II, § 2006, Aug. 9, 2007, 121 Stat. 

584, provided that: 
‘‘(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of Congress 

that the International Space Station National Labora-

tory offers unique opportunities for educational activi-

ties and provides a unique resource for research and de-

velopment in science, technology, and engineering, 

which can enhance the global competitiveness of the 

United States. 
‘‘(b) DEVELOPMENT OF EDUCATIONAL PROJECTS.—The 

Administrator of the National Aeronautics and Space 

Administration shall develop a detailed plan for imple-

mentation of 1 or more education projects that utilize 

the resources offered by the International Space Sta-

tion. In developing any detailed plan according to this 

paragraph, the Administrator shall make use of the 

findings and recommendations of the International 

Space Station National Laboratory Education Concept 

Development Task Force. 
‘‘(c) DEVELOPMENT OF RESEARCH PLANS FOR COMPETI-

TIVENESS ENHANCEMENT.—The Administrator shall de-

velop a detailed plan for identification and support of 

research to be conducted aboard the International 

Space Station, which offers the potential for enhance-

ment of United States competitiveness in science, tech-

nology, and engineering. In developing any detailed 

plan pursuant to this subsection, the Administrator 

shall consult with agencies and entities with which co-

operative agreements have been reached regarding uti-

lization of International Space Station National Lab-

oratory facilities.’’
Pub. L. 106–391, title II, §§ 201–203, 205, Oct. 30, 2000, 114 

Stat. 1586–1590, as amended by Pub. L. 108–271, § 8(b), 

July 7, 2004, 118 Stat. 814; Pub. L. 109–155, title II, 

§ 207(b), title VII, § 706(a), Dec. 30, 2005, 119 Stat. 2916, 

2937, provided that:
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