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clarity. There are references to both ‘‘Centers for Re-

search on Aviation Training’’ and ‘‘Administration 

Centers’’ in subsection (a). 

In subsection (d)(1), the words ‘‘proposed in the appli-

cation submitted under subsection (c)’’ are substituted 

for ‘‘proposed by the Center in its application under 

subsection (c)’’ for clarity. Under section (c), applica-

tions are filed by an institution of higher education (or 

a consortium of such institutions) seeking funding, and 

not by the Center for which such funding is sought.

SUBCHAPTER III—SCHOLARSHIPS 

§ 40131. Aeronautics scholarships 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Administrator shall 

establish a program of scholarships for full-time 

graduate students who are United States citi-

zens and are enrolled in, or have been accepted 

by and have indicated their intention to enroll 

in, accredited Masters degree programs in aero-

nautical engineering or equivalent programs at 

institutions of higher education. Each such 

scholarship shall cover the costs of room, board, 

tuition, and fees, and may be provided for a 

maximum of 2 years. 

(b) IMPLEMENTATION.—Not later than 180 days 

after December 30, 2005, the Administrator shall 

publish regulations governing the scholarship 

program under this section. 

(c) COOPERATIVE TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES.—

Students who have been awarded a scholarship 

under this section shall have the opportunity for 

paid employment at one of the Administration 

Centers engaged in aeronautics research and de-

velopment during the summer prior to the first 

year of the student’s Masters program, and be-

tween the first and second year, if applicable. 

(Pub. L. 111–314, § 3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3381.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

40131 .......... 42 U.S.C. 16741. Pub. L. 109–155, title IV, 
§ 431, Dec. 30, 2005, 119 
Stat. 2927. 

In subsection (b), the date ‘‘December 30, 2005’’ is sub-

stituted for ‘‘the date of enactment of this Act’’ to re-

flect the date of enactment of the National Aeronautics 

and Space Administration Authorization Act of 2005 

(Public Law 109–155, 119 Stat. 2895).

SUBCHAPTER IV—DATA REQUESTS 

§ 40141. Aviation data requests 

The Administrator shall make available upon 

request satellite imagery and aerial photog-

raphy of remote terrain that the Administration 

owns at the time of the request to the Adminis-

trator of the Federal Aviation Administration 

or the Director of the Five Star Medallion Pro-

gram, to assist and train pilots in navigating 

challenging topographical features of such ter-

rain. 

(Pub. L. 111–314, § 3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3382.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

40141 .......... 42 U.S.C. 16751. Pub. L. 109–155, title IV, 
§ 441, Dec. 30, 2005, 119 
Stat. 2927. 

CHAPTER 403—NATIONAL SPACE GRANT 
COLLEGE AND FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM 

Sec. 

40301. Purposes. 

40302. Definitions. 

40303. National space grant college and fellowship 

program. 

40304. Grants or contracts. 

40305. Specific national needs. 

40306. Space grant college and space grant regional 

consortium. 

40307. Space grant fellowship program. 

40308. Space grant review panel. 

40309. Availability of other Federal personnel and 

data. 

40310. Designation or award to be on competitive 

basis. 

40311. Continuing emphasis. 

§ 40301. Purposes 

The purposes of this chapter are to—

(1) increase the understanding, assessment, 

development, and utilization of space re-

sources by promoting a strong educational 

base, responsive research and training activi-

ties, and broad and prompt dissemination of 

knowledge and techniques; 

(2) utilize the abilities and talents of the 

universities of the Nation to support and con-

tribute to the exploration and development of 

the resources and opportunities afforded by 

the space environment; 

(3) encourage and support, within the univer-

sity community of the Nation, the existence of 

interdisciplinary and multidisciplinary pro-

grams of space research that—

(A) engage in integrated activities of 

training, research, and public service; 

(B) have cooperative programs with indus-

try; and 

(C) are coordinated with the overall pro-

gram of the Administration;

(4) encourage and support the existence of 

consortia, made up of university and industry 

members, in order to advance the exploration 

and development of space resources in cases in 

which national objectives can be better ful-

filled through such consortia than through the 

programs of single universities; 

(5) encourage and support Federal funding 

for graduate fellowships in fields related to 

space; and 

(6) support activities in colleges and univer-

sities generally for the purpose of creating and 

operating a network of institutional programs 

that will enhance achievements resulting from 

efforts under this chapter. 

(Pub. L. 111–314, § 3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3382.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

40301 .......... 42 U.S.C. 2486a. Pub. L. 100–147, title II, § 203, 
Oct. 30, 1987, 101 Stat. 869. 

In paragraph (3), the word ‘‘that’’ is substituted for 

‘‘, to’’ for clarity. 

In paragraph (4), the words ‘‘in order to’’ are sub-

stituted for ‘‘to’’, and the words ‘‘through such con-

sortia’’ are added, for clarity.
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Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

CONGRESSIONAL STATEMENT OF FINDINGS 

Pub. L. 100–147, title II, § 202, Oct. 30, 1987, 101 Stat. 

869, provided that: ‘‘The Congress finds that—

‘‘(1) the vitality of the Nation and the quality of 

life of the citizens of the Nation depend increasingly 

on the understanding, assessment, development, and 

utilization of space resources; 

‘‘(2) research and development of space science, 

space technology, and space commercialization will 

contribute to the quality of life, national security, 

and the enhancement of commerce; 

‘‘(3) the understanding and development of the 

space frontiers require a broad commitment and an 

intense involvement on the part of the Federal Gov-

ernment in partnership with State and local govern-

ments, private industry, universities, organizations, 

and individuals concerned with the exploration and 

utilization of space; 

‘‘(4) the National Aeronautics and Space Adminis-

tration, through the national space grant college and 

fellowship program, offers the most suitable means 

for such commitment and involvement through the 

promotion of activities that will result in greater un-

derstanding, assessment, development, and utiliza-

tion; and 

‘‘(5) Federal support of the establishment, develop-

ment, and operation of programs and projects by 

space grant colleges, space grant regional consortia, 

institutions of higher education, institutes, labora-

tories, and other appropriate public and private enti-

ties is the most cost-effective way to promote such 

activities.’’

[For definition of terms used in section 202 of Pub. L. 

100–147, set out above, see section 204 of Pub. L. 100–147, 

title II, Oct. 30, 1987, 101 Stat. 870, which was classified 

to former section 2486b of Title 42, The Public Health 

and Welfare, and was repealed and reenacted as section 

40302 of this title by Pub. L. 111–314, §§ 3, 6, Dec. 18, 2010, 

124 Stat. 3328, 3444.] 

§ 40302. Definitions 

In this chapter: 

(1) AERONAUTICAL AND SPACE ACTIVITIES.—

The term ‘‘aeronautical and space activities’’ 

has the meaning given the term in section 

20103 of this title. 

(2) FIELD RELATED TO SPACE.—The term 

‘‘field related to space’’ means any academic 

discipline or field of study (including the phys-

ical, natural, and biological sciences, and engi-

neering, space technology, education, econom-

ics, sociology, communications, planning, law, 

international affairs, and public administra-

tion) which is concerned with or likely to im-

prove the understanding, assessment, develop-

ment, and utilization of space. 

(3) PANEL.—The term ‘‘panel’’ means the 

space grant review panel established pursuant 

to section 40308 of this title. 

(4) PERSON.—The term ‘‘person’’ means any 

individual, any public or private corporation, 

partnership, or other association or entity (in-

cluding any space grant college, space grant 

regional consortium, institution of higher edu-

cation, institute, or laboratory), or any State, 

political subdivision of a State, or agency or 

officer of a State or political subdivision of a 

State. 

(5) SPACE ENVIRONMENT.—The term ‘‘space 

environment’’ means the environment beyond 

the sensible atmosphere of the Earth. 

(6) SPACE GRANT COLLEGE.—The term ‘‘space 

grant college’’ means any public or private in-

stitution of higher education which is des-

ignated as such by the Administrator pursuant 

to section 40306 of this title. 
(7) SPACE GRANT PROGRAM.—The term ‘‘space 

grant program’’ means any program that—
(A) is administered by any space grant col-

lege, space grant regional consortium, insti-

tution of higher education, institute, labora-

tory, or State or local agency; and 
(B) includes 2 or more projects involving 

education and one or more of the following 

activities in the fields related to space: 
(i) Research. 
(ii) Training. 
(iii) Advisory services.

(8) SPACE GRANT REGIONAL CONSORTIUM.—The 

term ‘‘space grant regional consortium’’ 

means any association or other alliance that 

is designated as a space grant regional consor-

tium by the Administrator pursuant to section 

40306 of this title. 
(9) SPACE RESOURCE.—The term ‘‘space re-

source’’ means any tangible or intangible ben-

efit which can be realized only from—
(A) aeronautical and space activities; or 
(B) advancements in any field related to 

space.

(10) STATE.—The term ‘‘State’’ means any 

State of the United States, the District of Co-

lumbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, 

the Virgin Islands, Guam, American Samoa, 

the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana 

Islands, or any other territory or possession of 

the United States. 

(Pub. L. 111–314, § 3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3383.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

40302 .......... 42 U.S.C. 2486b. Pub. L. 100–147, title II, § 204, 
Oct. 30, 1987, 101 Stat. 870. 

The definitions of ‘‘Administration’’ and ‘‘Adminis-

trator’’ in section 204 of the National Space Grant Col-

lege and Fellowship Act (Public Law 100–147, title II, 

101 Stat. 870) are omitted as unnecessary because of the 

definitions added by section 10101 of title 51. 

§ 40303. National space grant college and fellow-
ship program 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Administrator shall 

establish and maintain, within the Administra-

tion, a program to be known as the national 

space grant college and fellowship program. The 

national space grant college and fellowship pro-

gram shall consist of the financial assistance 

and other activities provided for in this chapter. 

The Administrator shall establish long-range 

planning guidelines and priorities, and ade-

quately evaluate the program. 
(b) FUNCTIONS.—Within the Administration, 

the program shall—
(1) apply the long-range planning guidelines 

and the priorities established by the Adminis-

trator under subsection (a); 
(2) advise the Administrator with respect to 

the expertise and capabilities which are avail-

able through the national space grant college 

and fellowship program, and make such exper-

tise available to the Administration as di-

rected by the Administrator; 
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(3) evaluate activities conducted under 

grants and contracts awarded pursuant to sec-

tions 40304 and 40305 of this title to ensure that 

the purposes set forth in section 40301 of this 

title are implemented; 

(4) encourage other Federal departments, 

agencies, and instrumentalities to use and 

take advantage of the expertise and capabili-

ties which are available through the national 

space grant college and fellowship program, on 

a cooperative or other basis; 

(5) encourage cooperation and coordination 

with other Federal programs concerned with 

the development of space resources and fields 

related to space; 

(6) advise the Administrator on the designa-

tion of recipients supported by the national 

space grant college and fellowship program 

and, in appropriate cases, on the termination 

or suspension of any such designation; and 

(7) encourage the formation and growth of 

space grant and fellowship programs.

(c) GENERAL AUTHORITIES.—To carry out the 

provisions of this chapter, the Administrator 

may—

(1) accept conditional or unconditional gifts 

or donations of services, money, or property, 

real, personal or mixed, tangible or intangible; 

(2) accept and use funds from other Federal 

departments, agencies, and instrumentalities 

to pay for fellowships, grants, contracts, and 

other transactions; and 

(3) issue such rules and regulations as may 

be necessary and appropriate.

(d) PROGRAM ADMINISTRATION COSTS.—In car-

rying out the provisions of this chapter, the Ad-

ministrator—

(1) shall maximize appropriated funds for 

grants and contracts made under section 40304 

in each fiscal year; and 

(2) in each fiscal year, the Administrator 

shall limit its program administration costs 

to no more than 5 percent of funds appro-

priated for this program for that fiscal year.

(e) REPORTS.—For any fiscal year in which the 

Administrator cannot meet the administration 

cost target under subsection (d)(2), if the Admin-

istration is unable to limit program costs under 

subsection (b), the Administrator shall submit 

to the appropriate committees of Congress a re-

port, including—

(1) a description of why the Administrator 

did not meet the cost target under subsection 

(d); and 

(2) the measures the Administrator will take 

in the next fiscal year to meet the cost target 

under subsection (d) without drawing upon 

other Federal funding. 

(Pub. L. 111–314, § 3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3383; 

Pub. L. 114–329, title III, § 302(b), Jan. 6, 2017, 130 

Stat. 3003.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

40303 .......... 42 U.S.C. 2486c. Pub. L. 100–147, title II, § 205, 
Oct. 30, 1987, 101 Stat. 871. 

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2017—Subsecs. (d), (e). Pub. L. 114–329 added subsecs. 

(d) and (e). 

§ 40304. Grants or contracts 

(a) AUTHORITY OF ADMINISTRATOR.—The Ad-

ministrator may make grants and enter into 

contracts or other transactions under this sub-

section to assist any space grant and fellowship 

program or project if the Administrator finds 

that the program or project will carry out the 

purposes set forth in section 40301 of this title. 

The total amount paid pursuant to a grant or 

contract may equal not more than 66 percent of 

the total cost of the space grant and fellowship 

program or project involved, except in the case 

of grants or contracts paid for with funds ac-

cepted by the Administrator pursuant to section 

40303(c)(2) of this title. 

(b) SPECIAL GRANTS.—The Administrator may 

make special grants under this subsection to 

carry out the purposes set forth in section 40301 

of this title. The amount of a special grant may 

equal up to 100 percent of the total cost of the 

project involved. A special grant may be made 

under this subsection only if the Administrator 

finds that—

(1) no reasonable means is available through 

which the applicant can meet the matching re-

quirement for a grant under subsection (a); 

(2) the probable benefit of the project out-

weighs the public interest in the matching re-

quirement; and 

(3) the same or equivalent benefit cannot be 

obtained through the award of a contract or 

grant under subsection (a) or section 40305 of 

this title.

(c) APPLICATION.—Any person may apply to 

the Administrator for a grant or contract under 

this section. Application shall be made in such 

form and manner, and with such content and 

other submissions, as the Administrator shall by 

regulation prescribe. 

(d) TERMS AND CONDITIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Any grant made, or con-

tract entered into, under this section shall be 

subject to the limitations and provisions set 

forth in paragraphs (2) and (3) and to such 

other terms, conditions, and requirements as 

the Administrator considers necessary or ap-

propriate. 

(2) LIMITATIONS.—No payment under any 

grant or contract under this section may be 

applied to—

(A) the purchase of any land; 

(B) the purchase, construction, preserva-

tion, or repair of any building; or 

(C) the purchase or construction of any 

launch facility or launch vehicle.

(3) LEASES.—Notwithstanding paragraph (2), 

the items in subparagraphs (A), (B), and (C) of 

such paragraph may be leased upon written 

approval of the Administrator. 

(4) RECORDS.—Any person that receives or 

utilizes any proceeds of any grant or contract 

under this section shall keep such records as 

the Administrator shall by regulation pre-

scribe as being necessary and appropriate to 
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facilitate effective audit and evaluation, in-

cluding records which fully disclose the 

amount and disposition by such recipient of 

such proceeds, the total cost of the program or 

project in connection with which such pro-

ceeds were used, and the amount, if any, of 

such cost which was provided through other 

sources. Such records shall be maintained for 

3 years after the completion of such a program 

or project. The Administrator and the Comp-

troller General of the United States, or any of 

their duly authorized representatives, shall 

have access, for the purpose of audit and eval-

uation, to any books, documents, papers, and 

records of receipts which, in the opinion of the 

Administrator or the Comptroller General, 

may be related or pertinent to such grants and 

contracts. 

(Pub. L. 111–314, § 3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3384.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

40304 .......... 42 U.S.C. 2486d. Pub. L. 100–147, title II, § 206, 
Oct. 30, 1987, 101 Stat. 872. 

In subsection (a), the words ‘‘not more than 66 per-

cent’’ are substituted for ‘‘66 percent, or any lesser per-

cent’’, and the word ‘‘except’’ is substituted for ‘‘except 

that this limitation shall not apply’’, for clarity and to 

eliminate unnecessary words. 

In subsection (b), the words ‘‘up to 100 percent’’ are 

substituted for ‘‘100 percent, or any lesser percent’’ to 

eliminate unnecessary words. 

§ 40305. Specific national needs 

(a) IDENTIFICATION OF SPECIFIC NEEDS AND 

GRANT-MAKING AND CONTRACTING AUTHORITY.—

The Administrator shall identify specific na-

tional needs and problems relating to space. The 

Administrator may make grants or enter into 

contracts under this section with respect to 

such needs or problems. The amount of any such 

grant or contract may equal up to 100 percent of 

the total cost of the project involved. 

(b) APPLICATIONS FOR GRANTS OR CONTRACTS.—

Any person may apply to the Administrator for 

a grant or contract under this section. In addi-

tion, the Administrator may invite applications 

with respect to specific national needs or prob-

lems identified under subsection (a). Application 

shall be made in such form and manner, and 

with such content and other submissions, as the 

Administrator shall by regulation prescribe. 

Any grant made, or contract entered into, under 

this section shall be subject to the limitations 

and provisions set forth in paragraphs (2) and (4) 

of section 40304(d) of this title and to such other 

terms, conditions, and requirements as the Ad-

ministrator considers necessary or appropriate. 

(Pub. L. 111–314, § 3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3385.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

40305 .......... 42 U.S.C. 2486e. Pub. L. 100–147, title II, § 207, 
Oct. 30, 1987, 101 Stat. 873. 

In subsection (a), the words ‘‘up to 100 percent’’ are 

substituted for ‘‘100 percent, or any lesser percent’’ to 

eliminate unnecessary words. 

§ 40306. Space grant college and space grant re-
gional consortium 

(a) DESIGNATION AND QUALIFICATIONS.—
(1) AUTHORITY TO DESIGNATE.—The Adminis-

trator may designate—
(A) any institution of higher education as 

a space grant college; and 
(B) any association or other alliance of 2 

or more persons, other than individuals, as a 

space grant regional consortium.

(2) SPACE GRANT COLLEGE REQUIREMENTS.—No 

institution of higher education may be des-

ignated as a space grant college unless the Ad-

ministrator finds that such institution—
(A) is maintaining a balanced program of 

research, education, training, and advisory 

services in fields related to space; 
(B) will act in accordance with such guide-

lines as are prescribed under subsection 

(b)(2); and 
(C) meets such other qualifications as the 

Administrator considers necessary or appro-

priate.

(3) SPACE GRANT REGIONAL CONSORTIUM RE-

QUIREMENTS.—No association or other alliance 

of 2 or more persons may be designated as a 

space grant regional consortium unless the 

Administrator finds that such association or 

alliance—
(A) is established for the purpose of shar-

ing expertise, research, educational facili-

ties or training facilities, and other capabili-

ties in order to facilitate research, edu-

cation, training, and advisory services in 

any field related to space; 
(B) will encourage and follow a regional 

approach to solving problems or meeting 

needs relating to space, in cooperation with 

appropriate space grant colleges, space grant 

programs, and other persons in the region; 
(C) will act in accordance with such guide-

lines as are prescribed under subsection 

(b)(2); and 
(D) meets such other qualifications as the 

Administrator considers necessary or appro-

priate.

(b) QUALIFICATIONS AND GUIDELINES.—The Ad-

ministrator shall by regulation prescribe—
(1) the qualifications required to be met 

under paragraphs (2)(C) and (3)(D) of sub-

section (a); and 
(2) guidelines relating to the activities and 

responsibilities of space grant colleges and 

space grant regional consortia.

(c) SUSPENSION OR TERMINATION OF DESIGNA-

TION.—The Administrator may, for cause and 

after an opportunity for hearing, suspend or ter-

minate any designation under subsection (a). 

(Pub. L. 111–314, § 3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3386.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

40306 .......... 42 U.S.C. 2486f. Pub. L. 100–147, title II, § 208, 
Oct. 30, 1987, 101 Stat. 873. 

§ 40307. Space grant fellowship program 

(a) AWARD OF FELLOWSHIPS.—The Adminis-

trator shall support a space grant fellowship 
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program to provide educational and training as-

sistance to qualified individuals at the graduate 

level of education in fields related to space. 

Such fellowships shall be awarded pursuant to 

guidelines established by the Administrator. 

Space grant fellowships shall be awarded to indi-

viduals at space grant colleges, space grant re-

gional consortia, other colleges and institutions 

of higher education, professional associations, 

and institutes in such a manner as to ensure 

wide geographic and institutional diversity in 

the pursuit of research under the fellowship pro-

gram. 
(b) LIMITATION ON AMOUNT PROVIDED.—The 

total amount which may be provided for grants 

under the space grant fellowship program during 

any fiscal year shall not exceed an amount equal 

to 50 percent of the total funds appropriated for 

such year pursuant to this chapter. 
(c) AUTHORITY TO SPONSOR OTHER RESEARCH 

FELLOWSHIP PROGRAMS UNAFFECTED.—Nothing 

in this section shall be construed to prohibit the 

Administrator from sponsoring any research fel-

lowship program, including any special empha-

sis program, which is established under an au-

thority other than this chapter. 

(Pub. L. 111–314, § 3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3387.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

40307 .......... 42 U.S.C. 2486g. Pub. L. 100–147, title II, § 209, 
Oct. 30, 1987, 101 Stat. 874. 

§ 40308. Space grant review panel 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Administrator shall 

establish an independent committee known as 

the space grant review panel, which shall not be 

subject to the provisions of chapter 10 of title 5. 
(b) DUTIES.—The panel shall take such steps as 

may be necessary to review, and shall advise the 

Administrator with respect to—
(1) applications or proposals for, and per-

formance under, grants and contracts awarded 

pursuant to sections 40304 and 40305 of this 

title; 
(2) the space grant fellowship program; 
(3) the designation and operation of space 

grant colleges and space grant regional con-

sortia, and the operation of space grant and 

fellowship programs; 
(4) the formulation and application of the 

planning guidelines and priorities pursuant to 

subsections (a) and (b)(1) of section 40303 of 

this title; and 
(5) such other matters as the Administrator 

refers to the panel for review and advice.

(c) PERSONNEL AND ADMINISTRATIVE SERV-

ICES.—The Administrator shall make available 

to the panel any information, personnel, and ad-

ministrative services and assistance which is 

reasonable to carry out the duties of the panel. 
(d) MEMBERS.—

(1) APPOINTMENT.—The Administrator shall 

appoint the voting members of the panel. A 

majority of the voting members shall be indi-

viduals who, by reason of knowledge, experi-

ence, or training, are especially qualified in 

one or more of the disciplines and fields re-

lated to space. The other voting members 

shall be individuals who, by reason of knowl-

edge, experience, or training, are especially 

qualified in, or representative of, education, 

extension services, State government, indus-

try, economics, planning, or any other activ-

ity related to efforts to enhance the under-

standing, assessment, development, or utiliza-

tion of space resources. The Administrator 

shall consider the potential conflict of interest 

of any individual in making appointments to 

the panel. 
(2) CHAIRMAN AND VICE CHAIRMAN.—The Ad-

ministrator shall select one voting member to 

serve as the Chairman and another voting 

member to serve as the Vice Chairman. The 

Vice Chairman shall act as Chairman in the 

absence or incapacity of the Chairman. 
(3) REIMBURSEMENT FOR EXPENSES.—Voting 

members of the panel who are not Federal em-

ployees shall be reimbursed for actual and rea-

sonable expenses incurred in the performance 

of such duties. 
(4) MEETINGS.—The panel shall meet on a bi-

annual basis and, at any other time, at the 

call of the Chairman or upon the request of a 

majority of the voting members or of the Ad-

ministrator. 
(5) POWERS.—The panel may exercise such 

powers as are reasonably necessary in order to 

carry out the duties enumerated in subsection 

(b). 

(Pub. L. 111–314, § 3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3387; 

Pub. L. 117–286, § 4(a)(325), Dec. 27, 2022, 136 Stat. 

4341.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

40308 .......... 42 U.S.C. 2486h. Pub. L. 100–147, title II, § 210, 
Oct. 30, 1987, 101 Stat. 874. 

In subsection (a), the word ‘‘provisions’’ is sub-

stituted for ‘‘provisons’’ to correct an error in the law.

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2022—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 117–286 substituted ‘‘chapter 

10 of title 5.’’ for ‘‘the Federal Advisory Committee Act 

(5 App. U.S.C.).’’

§ 40309. Availability of other Federal personnel 
and data 

Each department, agency, or other instrumen-

tality of the Federal Government that is en-

gaged in or concerned with, or that has author-

ity over, matters relating to space—
(1) may, upon a written request from the Ad-

ministrator, make available, on a reimburs-

able basis or otherwise, any personnel (with 

their consent and without prejudice to their 

position and rating), service, or facility which 

the Administrator considers necessary to 

carry out any provision of this chapter; 
(2) may, upon a written request from the Ad-

ministrator, furnish any available data or 

other information which the Administrator 

considers necessary to carry out any provision 

of this chapter; and 
(3) may cooperate with the Administration. 

(Pub. L. 111–314, § 3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3388.)



Page 93 TITLE 51—NATIONAL AND COMMERCIAL SPACE PROGRAMS § 40502

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

40309 .......... 42 U.S.C. 2486i. Pub. L. 100–147, title II, § 211, 
Oct. 30, 1987, 101 Stat. 875. 

§ 40310. Designation or award to be on competi-
tive basis 

The Administrator shall not under this chap-

ter designate any space grant college or space 

grant regional consortium or award any fellow-

ship, grant, or contract unless such designation 

or award is made in accordance with the com-

petitive, merit-based review process employed 

by the Administration on October 30, 1987. 

(Pub. L. 111–314, § 3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3388.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

40310 .......... 42 U.S.C. 2486k. Pub. L. 100–147, title II, § 213, 
Oct. 30, 1987, 101 Stat. 875. 

The date ‘‘October 30, 1987’’ is substituted for ‘‘the 

date of enactment of this Act’’ to reflect the date of en-

actment of the National Space Grant College and Fel-

lowship Act, which is title II of the National Aero-

nautics and Space Administration Authorization Act of 

1988 (Public Law 100–147, 101 Stat. 860). 

§ 40311. Continuing emphasis 

The Administration shall continue its empha-

sis on the importance of education to expand op-

portunities for Americans to understand and 

participate in the Administration’s aeronautics 

and space projects by supporting and enhancing 

science and engineering education, research, and 

public outreach efforts. 

(Pub. L. 111–314, § 3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3388.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

40311 .......... 42 U.S.C. 17781(c). Pub. L. 110–422, title VII, 
§ 704(c), Oct. 15, 2008, 122 
Stat. 4803. 

CHAPTER 405—BIOMEDICAL RESEARCH IN 
SPACE 

Sec. 

40501. Biomedical research joint working group. 

40502. Biomedical research grants. 

40503. Biomedical research fellowships. 

40504. Establishment of electronic data archive. 

40505. Establishment of emergency medical service 

telemedicine capability. 

§ 40501. Biomedical research joint working group 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Administrator and 

the Director of the National Institutes of Health 

shall jointly establish a working group to co-

ordinate biomedical research activities in areas 

where a microgravity environment may con-

tribute to significant progress in the under-

standing and treatment of diseases and other 

medical conditions. The joint working group 

shall formulate joint and complementary pro-

grams in such areas of research. 

(b) MEMBERSHIP.—The joint working group 

shall include equal representation from the Ad-

ministration and the National Institutes of 

Health, and shall include representation from 

National Institutes of Health councils, as se-

lected by the Director of the National Institutes 

of Health, and from the National Aeronautics 

and Space Administration Advisory Council. 
(c) ANNUAL BIOMEDICAL RESEARCH SYMPOSIA.—

The joint working group shall organize annual 

symposia on biomedical research described in 

subsection (a) under the joint sponsorship of the 

Administration and the National Institutes of 

Health. 
(d) ANNUAL REPORTING REQUIREMENT.—The 

joint working group shall report annually to 

Congress on its progress in carrying out this sec-

tion. 

(Pub. L. 111–314, § 3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3389.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

40501 .......... 42 U.S.C. 2487a. Pub. L. 102–588, title VI, 
§ 602, Nov. 4, 1992, 106 Stat. 
5130. 

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

FINDINGS 

Pub. L. 102–588, title VI, § 601, Nov. 4, 1992, 106 Stat. 

5130, provided that: ‘‘The Congress finds that—
‘‘(1) the space program can make significant con-

tributions to selected areas of health-related research 

and should be an integral part of the Nation’s health 

research and development program; 
‘‘(2) the continuing development of trained sci-

entists and engineers is essential to carrying out an 

effective and sustained program of biomedical re-

search in space and on the ground; 
‘‘(3) the establishment and maintenance of an elec-

tronically accessible archive of data on space-related 

biomedical research is essential to advancement of 

the field; 
‘‘(4) cooperation with the republics of the former 

Soviet Union, including use of former Soviet orbital 

facilities, offers the potential for greatly enhanced 

biomedical research activities and progress; and 
‘‘(5) the establishment and maintenance of an inter-

national telemedicine consultation satellite capa-

bility to support emergency medical service provision 

can provide an important aid to disaster relief ef-

forts.’’

§ 40502. Biomedical research grants 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT OF PROGRAM.—The Admin-

istrator and the Director of the National Insti-

tutes of Health shall establish a joint program 

of biomedical research grants in areas described 

in section 40501(a) of this title, where such re-

search requires access to a microgravity envi-

ronment. Such program shall be consistent with 

actions taken by the joint working group under 

section 40501 of this title. 
(b) RESEARCH OPPORTUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS.—

The grants program established under sub-

section (a) shall annually issue joint research 

opportunity announcements under the sponsor-

ship of the National Institutes of Health and the 

Administration. Responses to the announce-

ments shall be evaluated by a peer review com-

mittee whose members shall be selected by the 

Director of the National Institutes of Health and 

the Administrator, and shall include individuals 

not employed by the Administration or the Na-

tional Institutes of Health. 
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