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ness in the global technology fields of endeavor. If the 

period for active utilization of the International Space 

Station is extended to at least the year 2020, the poten-

tial for such opportunities and innovation would be in-

creased. Efforts should be made to fully realize that po-

tential. 
‘‘(b) EVALUATION AND ASSESSMENT OF NASA’S INTER-

AGENCY CONTRIBUTION.—Pursuant to the authority pro-

vided in title II of the America COMPETES Act (Public 

Law 110–69 [see Tables for classification]), the Adminis-

trator [of NASA] shall evaluate and, where possible, ex-

pand efforts to maximize NASA’s [National Aero-

nautics and Space Administration’s] contribution to 

interagency efforts to enhance science, technology, en-

gineering, and mathematics education capabilities, and 

to enhance the Nation’s technological excellence and 

global competitiveness. The Administrator shall iden-

tify these enhancements in the annual reports required 

by section 2001(e) of that Act ([former] 42 U.S.C. 

16611a(e)) [now 51 U.S.C. 20303(d)]. 
‘‘(c) REPORT TO THE CONGRESS.—Within 120 days after 

the date of enactment of this Act [Jan. 4, 2011], the Ad-

ministrator shall provide to the House of Representa-

tives Committee on Science and Technology [now Com-

mittee on Science, Space, and Technology] and the 

Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and Trans-

portation a report on the assessment made pursuant to 

subsection (a). The report shall include—
‘‘(1) a description of current and potential activities 

associated with utilization of the International Space 

Station which are supportive of the goals of edu-

cational excellence and innovation and competitive 

enhancement established or reaffirmed by this Act 

[see Short Title of 2011 Amendment note set out 

under section 1861 of Title 42, The Public Health and 

Welfare], including a summary of the goals sup-

ported, the number of individuals or organizations 

participating in or benefiting from such activities, 

and a summary of how such activities might be ex-

panded or improved upon; 
‘‘(2) a description of government and private part-

nerships which are, or may be, established to effec-

tively utilize the capabilities represented by the 

International Space Station to enhance United 

States competitiveness, innovation and science, tech-

nology, engineering, and mathematics education; and 
‘‘(3) a summary of proposed actions or activities to 

be undertaken to ensure the maximum utilization of 

the International Space Station to contribute to ful-

fillment of the goals and objectives of this Act, and 

the identification of any additional authority, assets, 

or funding that would be required to support such ac-

tivities.’’

§ 20304. Basic research enhancement 

(a) DEFINITION OF BASIC RESEARCH.—In this 

section, the term ‘‘basic research’’ has the 

meaning given the term in Office of Manage-

ment and Budget Circular No. A–11. 
(b) COORDINATION.—The Administrator, the Di-

rector of the National Science Foundation, the 

Secretary of Energy, the Secretary of Defense, 

and the Secretary of Commerce shall, to the ex-

tent practicable, coordinate basic research ac-

tivities related to physical sciences, technology, 

engineering, and mathematics. 

(Pub. L. 111–314, § 3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3357.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

20304 .......... 42 U.S.C. 16658. Pub. L. 110–69, title II, § 2003, 
Aug. 9, 2007, 121 Stat. 583. 

§ 20305. National Academies decadal surveys 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall 

enter into agreements on a periodic basis with 

the National Academies for independent assess-

ments, also known as decadal surveys, to take 

stock of the status and opportunities for Earth 

and space science discipline fields and Aero-

nautics research and to recommend priorities 

for research and programmatic areas over the 

next decade. 
(b) INDEPENDENT COST ESTIMATES.—The agree-

ments described in subsection (a) shall include 

independent estimates of the life cycle costs and 

technical readiness of missions assessed in the 

decadal surveys whenever possible. 
(c) REEXAMINATION.—The Administrator shall 

request that each National Academies decadal 

survey committee identify any conditions or 

events, such as significant cost growth or sci-

entific or technological advances, that would 

warrant the Administration asking the National 

Academies to reexamine the priorities that the 

decadal survey had established. 

(Pub. L. 111–314, § 3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3357.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

20305 .......... 42 U.S.C. 17823. Pub. L. 110–422, title XI, 
§ 1104, Oct. 15, 2008, 122 
Stat. 4809. 

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

IMPLEMENTATION OF DECADAL SURVEY’S RECOMMENDED 

DECISION RULES 

Pub. L. 112–55, div. B, title III, Nov. 18, 2011, 125 Stat. 

622, provided in part: ‘‘That NASA shall implement the 

recommendations of the most recent National Research 

Council planetary decadal survey and shall follow the 

decadal survey’s recommended decision rules regarding 

program implementation, including a strict adherence 

to the recommendation that NASA include in a bal-

anced program a flagship class mission, which may be 

executed in cooperation with one or more international 

partners, if such mission can be appropriately de-

scoped and all NASA costs for such mission can be ac-

commodated within the overall funding levels appro-

priated by Congress’’.

Subtitle III—Administrative 
Provisions

CHAPTER 301—APPROPRIATIONS, BUDGETS, 
AND ACCOUNTING 

Sec. 

30101. Prior authorization of appropriations re-

quired. 
30102. Working capital fund. 
30103. Budgets. 
30104. Baselines and cost controls. 

§ 30101. Prior authorization of appropriations re-
quired 

Notwithstanding the provisions of any other 

law, no appropriation may be made to the Ad-

ministration unless previously authorized by 

legislation enacted by Congress. 

(Pub. L. 111–314, § 3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3357.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

30101 .......... 42 U.S.C. 2460. Pub. L. 86–45, § 4, June 15, 
1959, 73 Stat. 75. 
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The word ‘‘hereafter’’ is omitted as unnecessary. 

§ 30102. Working capital fund 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is hereby estab-

lished in the United States Treasury an Admin-

istration working capital fund. 

(b) AVAILABILITY OF AMOUNTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Amounts in the fund are 

available for financing activities, services, 

equipment, information, and facilities as au-

thorized by law to be provided—

(A) within the Administration; 

(B) to other agencies or instrumentalities 

of the United States; 

(C) to any State, territory, or possession 

or political subdivision thereof; 

(D) to other public or private agencies; or 

(E) to any person, firm, association, cor-

poration, or educational institution on a re-

imbursable basis.

(2) CAPITAL REPAIRS.—The fund shall also be 

available for the purpose of funding capital re-

pairs, renovations, rehabilitation, 

sustainment, demolition, or replacement of 

Administration real property, on a reimburs-

able basis within the Administration. 

(3) INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (IT) MODERNIZA-

TION.—The fund shall also be available for the 

purpose of funding IT Modernization activi-

ties, as described in section 1077(b)(3)(A)–(E) of 

Public Law 115–91, on a non-reimbursable 

basis. 

(4) NO FISCAL YEAR LIMITATION.—Amounts in 

the fund are available without regard to fiscal 

year limitation.

(c) CONTENTS.—The capital of the fund consists 

of—

(1) amounts appropriated to the fund; 

(2) the reasonable value of stocks of supplies, 

equipment, and other assets and inventories 

on order that the Administrator transfers to 

the fund, less the related liabilities and unpaid 

obligations; 

(3) payments received for loss or damage to 

property of the fund; and 

(4) refunds or rebates received on an on-

going basis from a credit card services pro-

vider under the National Aeronautics and 

Space Administration’s credit card programs.

(d) REIMBURSEMENT.—The fund shall be reim-

bursed, in advance, for supplies and services at 

rates that will approximate the expenses of op-

eration, such as the accrual of annual leave, de-

preciation of plant, property, and equipment, 

and overhead. 

(Pub. L. 111–314, § 3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3357; 

Pub. L. 113–6, div. B, title III, Mar. 26, 2013, 127 

Stat. 264; Pub. L. 117–328, div. B, title III, Dec. 29, 

2022, 136 Stat. 4549.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

30102 .......... 42 U.S.C. 2459i. Pub. L. 108–7, div. K, title 
III, (last par. under head-
ing ‘‘Administrative Pro-
visions’’, at 117 Stat. 520), 
Feb. 20, 2003, 117 Stat. 520. 

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 1077(b)(3)(A)–(E) of Public Law 115–91, re-

ferred to in subsec. (b)(3), is section 1077(b)(3)(A)–(E) of 

Pub. L. 115–91, div. A, title X, subtitle G, Dec. 12, 2017, 

131 Stat. 1587, which is set out in a note under section 

11301 of Title 40, Public Buildings, Property, and Works. 

AMENDMENTS 

2022—Subsec. (b)(3), (4). Pub. L. 117–328 added par. (3) 

and redesignated former par. (3) as (4). 

2013—Subsec. (c)(4). Pub. L. 113–6 added par. (4). 

§ 30103. Budgets 

(a) CATEGORIES.—The proposed budget for the 

Administration submitted by the President for 

each fiscal year shall be accompanied by docu-

ments showing—

(1) by program—

(A) the budget for space operations, in-

cluding the International Space Station and 

the space shuttle; 

(B) the budget for exploration systems; 

(C) the budget for aeronautics; 

(D) the budget for space science; 

(E) the budget for Earth science; 

(F) the budget for microgravity science; 

(G) the budget for education; 

(H) the budget for safety oversight; and 

(I) the budget for public relations;

(2) the budget for technology transfer pro-

grams; 

(3) the budget for the Integrated Enterprise 

Management Program, by individual element; 

(4) the budget for the Independent Technical 

Authority, both total and by center; 

(5) the total budget for the prize program 

under section 20144 of this title, and the ad-

ministrative budget for that program; and 

(6) the comparable figures for at least the 2 

previous fiscal years for each item in the pro-

posed budget.

(b) ADDITIONAL BUDGET INFORMATION UPON RE-

QUEST BY COMMITTEES.—The Administration 

shall make available, upon request from the 

Committee on Science and Technology of the 

House of Representatives or the Committee on 

Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the 

Senate—

(1) information on corporate and center gen-

eral and administrative costs and service pool 

costs, including—

(A) the total amount of funds being allo-

cated for those purposes for any fiscal year 

for which the President has submitted an an-

nual budget request to Congress; 

(B) the amount of funds being allocated for 

those purposes for each center, for head-

quarters, and for each directorate; and 

(C) the major activities included in each 

cost category; and

(2) the figures on the amount of unobligated 

funds and unexpended funds, by appropriations 

account—

(A) that remained at the end of the fiscal 

year prior to the fiscal year in which the 

budget is being presented that were carried 

over into the fiscal year in which the budget 

is being presented; 



Page 62TITLE 51—NATIONAL AND COMMERCIAL SPACE PROGRAMS§ 30103

(B) that are estimated will remain at the 

end of the fiscal year in which the budget is 

being presented that are proposed to be car-

ried over into the fiscal year for which the 

budget is being presented; and 
(C) that are estimated will remain at the 

end of the fiscal year for which the budget is 

being presented.

(c) INFORMATION IN ANNUAL BUDGET JUSTIFICA-

TION.—The Administration shall provide, at a 

minimum, the following information in its an-

nual budget justification: 
(1) The actual, current, proposed funding 

level, and estimated budgets for the next 5 fis-

cal years by directorate, theme, program, 

project and activity within each appropria-

tions account. 
(2) The proposed programmatic and non-pro-

grammatic construction of facilities. 
(3) The budget for headquarters including—

(A) the budget by office, and any division 

thereof, for the actual, current, proposed 

funding level, and estimated budgets for the 

next 5 fiscal years; 
(B) the travel budget for each office, and 

any division thereof, for the actual, current, 

and proposed funding level; and 
(C) the civil service full time equivalent 

assignments per headquarters office, and 

any division thereof, including the number 

of Senior Executive Service, noncareer, 

detailee, and contract personnel per office.

(4) Within 14 days of the submission of the 

budget to Congress an accompanying volume 

shall be provided to the Committees on Appro-

priations containing the following information 

for each center, facility managed by any cen-

ter, and federally funded research and develop-

ment center operated on behalf of the Admin-

istration: 
(A) The actual, current, proposed funding 

level, and estimated budgets for the next 5 

fiscal years by directorate, theme, program, 

project, and activity. 
(B) The proposed programmatic and non-

programmatic construction of facilities. 
(C) The number of civil service full time 

equivalent positions per center for each 

identified fiscal year. 
(D) The number of civil service full time 

equivalent positions considered to be uncov-

ered capacity at each location for each iden-

tified fiscal year.

(5) The proposed budget as designated by ob-

ject class for each directorate, theme, and pro-

gram. 
(6) Sufficient narrative shall be provided to 

explain the request for each program, project, 

and activity, and an explanation for any devi-

ation to previously adopted baselines for all 

justification materials provided to the Com-

mittees.

(d) ESTIMATE OF GROSS RECEIPTS AND PRO-

POSED USE OF FUNDS RELATED TO LEASE OF 

PROPERTY.—Each annual budget request shall 

include an annual estimate of gross receipts and 

collections and proposed use of all funds col-

lected pursuant to section 20145 of this title. 

(Pub. L. 111–314, § 3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3358.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

30103(a) ...... 42 U.S.C. 16611(h)(1). Pub. L. 109–155, title I, 
§ 101(h)(1), (i), Dec. 30, 2005, 
119 Stat. 2903. 

30103(b) ...... 42 U.S.C. 16611(i). 
30103(c) ...... 42 U.S.C. 16611b. Pub. L. 110–161, div. B, title 

III, (7th par. under head-
ing ‘‘Administrative Pro-
visions’’, at 121 Stat. 1919), 
Dec. 26, 2007, 121 Stat. 
1919. 

30103(d) ...... 42 U.S.C. 16611b 
note. 

Pub. L. 111–8, div. B, title 
III, (3d proviso in par. 
under heading ‘‘Cross 
Agency Support’’, at 123 
Stat. 589), Mar. 11, 2009, 
123 Stat. 589. 

In subsection (a)(5), the source law’s reference to 

‘‘section 104’’ of the National Aeronautics and Space 

Administration Authorization Act of 2005 (Public Law 

109–155, 119 Stat. 2910) is translated as ‘‘section 20144’’ of 

title 51. Section 104 of the National Aeronautics and 

Space Administration Authorization Act of 2005 amend-

ed the National Aeronautics and Space Act of 1958 

(Public Law 85–568, 72 Stat. 426) by inserting a new sec-

tion 314, which is restated as section 20144 of title 51. 
In subsection (b), in the matter before paragraph (1), 

the words ‘‘Committee on Science and Technology’’ are 

substituted for ‘‘Committee on Science’’ on authority 

of Rule X(1)(o) of the Rules of the House of Representa-

tives, adopted by House Resolution No. 6 (110th Con-

gress, January 5, 2007). 
In subsection (c), in the matter before paragraph (1), 

the words ‘‘For fiscal year 2009 and hereafter’’ are omit-

ted as unnecessary.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Committee on Science and Technology of House of 

Representatives changed to Committee on Science, 

Space, and Technology of House of Representatives by 

House Resolution No. 5, One Hundred Twelfth Congress, 

Jan. 5, 2011. 

ESTIMATES OF RECEIPTS AND COLLECTIONS AND PRO-

POSED USE OF FUNDS FROM LEASES OF NON-EXCESS 

PROPERTY 

Pub. L. 117–328, div. B, title III, Dec. 29, 2022, 136 Stat. 

4548, provided in part: ‘‘That each annual budget re-

quest shall include an annual estimate of gross receipts 

and collections and proposed use of all funds collected 

pursuant to section 20145 of title 51, United States 

Code.’’
Similar provisions were contained in the following 

prior appropriation acts: 
Pub. L. 117–103, div. B, title III, Mar. 15, 2022, 136 Stat. 

137. 
Pub. L. 116–260, div. B, title III, Dec. 27, 2020, 134 Stat. 

1270. 
Pub. L. 116–93, div. B, title III, Dec. 20, 2019, 133 Stat. 

2418. 
Pub. L. 116–6, div. C, title III, Feb. 15, 2019, 133 Stat. 

123. 
Pub. L. 115–141, div. B, title III, Mar. 23, 2018, 132 Stat. 

431. 
Pub. L. 115–31, div. B, title III, May 5, 2017, 131 Stat. 

214. 
Pub. L. 114–113, div. B, title III, Dec. 18, 2015, 129 Stat. 

2318. 
Pub. L. 113–235, div. B, title III, Dec. 16, 2014, 128 Stat. 

2203. 
Pub. L. 113–76, div. B, title III, Jan. 17, 2014, 128 Stat. 

72. 
Pub. L. 113–6, div. B, title III, Mar. 26, 2013, 127 Stat. 

263. 
Pub. L. 112–55, div. B, title III, Nov. 18, 2011, 125 Stat. 

625. 
Pub. L. 111–117, div. B, title III, Dec. 16, 2009, 123 Stat. 

3144. 
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TRANSMISSION OF BUDGET ESTIMATES 

Pub. L. 102–588, title II, § 210, Nov. 4, 1992, 106 Stat. 

5115, provided that: ‘‘The Administrator [of the Na-

tional Aeronautics and Space Administration] shall, at 

the time of submission of the President’s annual budg-

et, transmit to the Congress—
‘‘(1) a five-year budget detailing the estimated de-

velopment costs for each individual program under 

the jurisdiction of the National Aeronautics and 

Space Administration for which development costs 

are expected to exceed $200,000,000; and 
‘‘(2) an estimate of the life-cycle costs associated 

with each such program.’’
Similar provisions were contained in the following 

prior appropriation authorization act: 
Pub. L. 102–195, § 11, Dec. 9, 1991, 105 Stat. 1612. 

§ 30104. Baselines and cost controls 

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) DEVELOPMENT.—The term ‘‘development’’ 

means the phase of a program following the 

formulation phase and beginning with the ap-

proval to proceed to implementation, as de-

fined in the Administration’s Procedural Re-

quirements 7120.5E, dated August 14, 2012. 
(2) DEVELOPMENT COST.—The term ‘‘develop-

ment cost’’ means the total of all costs, in-

cluding construction of facilities and civil 

servant costs, from the period beginning with 

the approval to proceed to implementation 

through the achievement of operational readi-

ness, without regard to funding source or man-

agement control, for the life of the program. 
(3) LIFE-CYCLE COST.—The term ‘‘life-cycle 

cost’’ means the total of the direct, indirect, 

recurring, and nonrecurring costs, including 

the construction of facilities and civil servant 

costs, and other related expenses incurred or 

estimated to be incurred in the design, devel-

opment, verification, production, operation, 

maintenance, support, and retirement of a 

program over its planned lifespan, without re-

gard to funding source or management con-

trol. 
(4) MAJOR PROGRAM.—The term ‘‘major pro-

gram’’ means an activity approved to proceed 

to implementation that has an estimated life-

cycle cost of more than $250,000,000.

(b) CONDITIONS FOR DEVELOPMENT.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Administration shall 

not enter into a contract for the development 

of a major program unless the Administrator 

determines that—
(A) the technical, cost, and schedule risks 

of the program are clearly identified and the 

program has developed a plan to manage 

those risks; 
(B) the technologies required for the pro-

gram have been demonstrated in a relevant 

laboratory or test environment; and 
(C) the program complies with all relevant 

policies, regulations, and directives of the 

Administration.

(2) REPORT.—The Administrator shall trans-

mit a report describing the basis for the deter-

mination required under paragraph (1) to the 

Committee on Science and Technology of the 

House of Representatives and the Committee 

on Commerce, Science, and Transportation of 

the Senate at least 30 days before entering 

into a contract for development under a major 

program. 

(3) NONDELEGATION.—The Administrator may 

not delegate the determination requirement 

under this subsection, except in cases in which 

the Administrator has a conflict of interest.

(c) MAJOR PROGRAM ANNUAL REPORTS.—
(1) REQUIREMENT.—Annually, at the same 

time as the President’s annual budget submis-

sion to Congress, the Administrator shall 

transmit to the Committee on Science and 

Technology of the House of Representatives 

and the Committee on Commerce, Science, 

and Transportation of the Senate a report that 

includes the information required by this sec-

tion for each major program for which the Ad-

ministration proposes to expend funds in the 

subsequent fiscal year. Reports under this 

paragraph shall be known as Major Program 

Annual Reports. 
(2) BASELINE REPORT.—The first Major Pro-

gram Annual Report for each major program 

shall include a Baseline Report that shall, at 

a minimum, include—
(A) the purposes of the program and key 

technical characteristics necessary to fulfill 

those purposes; 
(B) an estimate of the life-cycle cost for 

the program, with a detailed breakout of the 

development cost, program reserves, and an 

estimate of the annual costs until develop-

ment is completed; 
(C) the schedule for development, includ-

ing key program milestones; 

(D) the plan for mitigating technical, cost, 

and schedule risks identified in accordance 

with subsection (b)(1)(A); and 

(E) the name of the person responsible for 

making notifications under subsection (d), 

who shall be an individual whose primary re-

sponsibility is overseeing the program.

(3) INFORMATION UPDATES.—For major pro-

grams for which a Baseline Report has been 

submitted, each subsequent Major Program 

Annual Report shall describe any changes to 

the information that had been provided in the 

Baseline Report, and the reasons for those 

changes.

(d) NOTIFICATION.—

(1) REQUIREMENT.—The individual identified 

under subsection (c)(2)(E) shall immediately 

notify the Administrator any time that indi-

vidual has reasonable cause to believe that, 

for the major program for which he or she is 

responsible—

(A) the development cost of the program is 

likely to exceed the estimate provided in the 

Baseline Report of the program by 15 percent 

or more; or 

(B) a milestone of the program is likely to 

be delayed by 6 months or more from the 

date provided for it in the Baseline Report of 

the program.

(2) REASONS.—Not later than 30 days after 

the notification required under paragraph (1), 

the individual identified under subsection 

(c)(2)(E) shall transmit to the Administrator a 

written notification explaining the reasons for 

the change in the cost or milestone of the pro-

gram for which notification was provided 

under paragraph (1). 
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(3) NOTIFICATION OF CONGRESS.—Not later 

than 15 days after the Administrator receives 

a written notification under paragraph (2), the 

Administrator shall transmit the notification 

to the Committee on Science and Technology 

of the House of Representatives and the Com-

mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-

tation of the Senate.

(e) FIFTEEN PERCENT THRESHOLD.—
(1) DETERMINATION, REPORT, AND INITIATION 

OF ANALYSIS.—Not later than 30 days after re-

ceiving a written notification under sub-

section (d)(2), the Administrator shall deter-

mine whether the development cost of the pro-

gram is likely to exceed the estimate provided 

in the Baseline Report of the program by 15 

percent or more, or whether a milestone is 

likely to be delayed by 6 months or more. If 

the determination is affirmative, the Adminis-

trator shall—
(A) transmit to the Committee on Science 

and Technology of the House of Representa-

tives and the Committee on Commerce, 

Science, and Transportation of the Senate, 

not later than 15 days after making the de-

termination, a report that includes—
(i) a description of the increase in cost or 

delay in schedule and a detailed expla-

nation for the increase or delay; 
(ii) a description of actions taken or pro-

posed to be taken in response to the cost 

increase or delay; and 
(iii) a description of any impacts the 

cost increase or schedule delay, or the ac-

tions described under clause (ii), will have 

on any other program within the Adminis-

tration; and

(B) if the Administrator intends to con-

tinue with the program, promptly initiate 

an analysis of the program, which shall in-

clude, at a minimum—
(i) the projected cost and schedule for 

completing the program if current require-

ments of the program are not modified; 

(ii) the projected cost and the schedule 

for completing the program after insti-

tuting the actions described under sub-

paragraph (A)(ii); and 

(iii) a description of, and the projected 

cost and schedule for, a broad range of al-

ternatives to the program.

(2) COMPLETION OF ANALYSIS AND TRANS-

MITTAL TO COMMITTEES.—The Administration 

shall complete an analysis initiated under 

paragraph (1)(B) not later than 6 months after 

the Administrator makes a determination 

under this subsection. The Administrator shall 

transmit the analysis to the Committee on 

Science and Technology of the House of Rep-

resentatives and Committee on Commerce, 

Science, and Transportation of the Senate not 

later than 30 days after its completion.

(f) THIRTY PERCENT THRESHOLD.—If the Ad-

ministrator determines under subsection (e) 

that the development cost of a program will ex-

ceed the estimate provided in the Baseline Re-

port of the program by more than 30 percent, 

then, beginning 18 months after the date the Ad-

ministrator transmits a report under subsection 

(e)(1)(A), the Administrator shall not expend 

any additional funds on the program, other than 

termination costs, unless Congress has subse-

quently authorized continuation of the program 

by law. An appropriation for the specific pro-

gram enacted subsequent to a report being 

transmitted shall be considered an authoriza-

tion for purposes of this subsection. If the pro-

gram is continued, the Administrator shall sub-

mit a new Baseline Report for the program no 

later than 90 days after the date of enactment of 

the Act under which Congress has authorized 

continuation of the program. 

(Pub. L. 111–314, § 3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3360; 

Pub. L. 115–10, title VIII, § 828, Mar. 21, 2017, 131 

Stat. 66.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

30104 .......... 42 U.S.C. 16613. Pub. L. 109–155, title I, § 103, 
Dec. 30, 2005, 119 Stat. 
2907. 

In subsections (b)(2), (c)(1), (d)(3), and (e)(1)(A), (2), 

the words ‘‘Committee on Science and Technology’’ are 

substituted for ‘‘Committee on Science’’ on authority 

of Rule X(1)(o) of the Rules of the House of Representa-

tives, adopted by House Resolution No. 6 (110th Con-

gress, January 5, 2007).

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2017—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 115–10 substituted ‘‘Pro-

cedural Requirements 7120.5E, dated August 14, 2012’’ 

for ‘‘Procedural Requirements 7120.5c, dated March 22, 

2005’’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Committee on Science and Technology of House of 

Representatives changed to Committee on Science, 

Space, and Technology of House of Representatives by 

House Resolution No. 5, One Hundred Twelfth Congress, 

Jan. 5, 2011.

CHAPTER 303—CONTRACTING AND 
PROCUREMENT 

Sec. 

30301. Guaranteed customer base. 

30302. Quality assurance personnel. 

30303. Tracking and data relay satellite services. 

30304. Award of contracts to small businesses and 

disadvantaged individuals. 

30305. Outreach program. 

30306. Small business contracting. 

30307. Requirement for independent cost analysis. 

30308. Cost effectiveness calculations. 

30309. Use of abandoned and underutilized buildings, 

grounds, and facilities. 

30310. Exception to alternative fuel procurement re-

quirement.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

ONE SMALL STEP TO PROTECT HUMAN HERITAGE IN 

SPACE 

Pub. L. 116–275, Dec. 31, 2020, 134 Stat. 3358, provided 

that:

‘‘SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

‘‘This Act may be cited as the ‘One Small Step to 

Protect Human Heritage in Space Act’.
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‘‘SEC. 2. FINDINGS; SENSE OF CONGRESS.

‘‘(a) Findings.—Congress makes the following find-

ings: 
‘‘(1) On July 16, 1969, the Apollo 11 spacecraft 

launched from the John F. Kennedy Space Center 

carrying Neil A. Armstrong, Edwin E. ‘Buzz’ Aldrin, 

Jr., and Michael Collins. 
‘‘(2) July 20, 2019, marked the 50th anniversary of 

the date on which the Apollo 11 spacecraft landed on 

the Moon and Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin be-

came the first humans to set foot on a celestial body 

off the Earth. 
‘‘(3) The landing of the Apollo 11 spacecraft and hu-

manity’s first off-world footprints are achievements 

unparalleled in history, a direct product of the work 

and perseverance of the more than 400,000 individuals 

who contributed to the development of the Apollo 

missions on the shoulders of centuries of science and 

engineering pioneers from all corners of the world. 
‘‘(4) Among the thousands of individuals who have 

contributed to the achievements of the National Aer-

onautics and Space Administration (in this section 

referred to as ‘NASA’) are African-American women 

such as Katherine Johnson, Dorothy Vaughn, Mary 

Jackson, and Dr. Christine Darden, who made critical 

contributions to NASA space programs. Katherine 

Johnson worked at NASA for 35 years and calculated 

the trajectory of the Apollo 11 landing and the trajec-

tories for the spaceflights of astronauts Alan Shepard 

and John Glenn. Katherine Johnson, together with 

many other individuals the work of whom often went 

unacknowledged, helped broaden the scope of space 

travel and charted new frontiers for humanity’s ex-

ploration of space. 
‘‘(5) The landing of the Apollo 11 spacecraft was 

made on behalf of all humankind, and Neil Armstrong 

and Buzz Aldrin were accompanied by messages of 

peace from the leaders of more than 70 countries. 
‘‘(6) The lunar landing sites of the Apollo 11 space-

craft, the robotic spacecraft that preceded the Apollo 

11 mission, and the crewed and robotic spacecraft 

that followed, are of outstanding universal value to 

humanity. 
‘‘(7) Such landing sites—

‘‘(A) are the first archaeological sites with human 

activity that are not on Earth; 
‘‘(B) provide evidence of the first achievements of 

humankind in the realm of space travel and explo-

ration; and 
‘‘(C) contain artifacts and other evidence of 

human exploration activities that remain a poten-

tial source of cultural, historical, archaeological, 

anthropological, scientific, and engineering knowl-

edge. 
‘‘(8) On July 20, 2011, NASA published the voluntary 

guidance entitled ‘NASA’s Recommendations to 

Space-Faring Entities: How to Protect and Preserve 

the Historic and Scientific Value of U.S. Government 

Lunar Artifacts’. 
‘‘(9) In March 2018, the Office of Science and Tech-

nology Policy published a report entitled ‘Protecting 

& Preserving Apollo Program Lunar Landing Sites & 

Artifacts’. 
‘‘(10) Article one of the ‘Treaty on Principles Gov-

erning the Activities of States in the Exploration and 

Use of Outer Space, including the Moon and Other Ce-

lestial Bodies,’ commonly known as the ‘Outer Space 

Treaty,’ states ‘[o]uter space, including the moon and 

other celestial bodies, shall be free for exploration 

and use by all States without discrimination of any 

kind, on a basis of equality and in accordance with 

international law, and there shall be free access to all 

areas of celestial bodies.’
‘‘(11) Article eight of the Outer Space Treaty states, 

‘[a] State Party to the Treaty on whose registry an 

object launched into outer space is carried shall re-

tain jurisdiction and control over such object, and 

over any personnel thereof, while in outer space or on 

a celestial body. Ownership of objects launched into 

outer space, including objects landed or constructed 

on a celestial body, and of their component parts, is 

not affected by their presence in outer space or on a 

celestial body or by their return to the Earth.’
‘‘(12) Article nine of the Outer Space Treaty states, 

‘[i]n the exploration and use of outer space, including 

the moon and other celestial bodies, States Parties to 

the Treaty shall be guided by the principle of co-oper-

ation and mutual assistance and shall conduct all 

their activities in outer space, including the moon 

and other celestial bodies, with due regard to the cor-

responding interests of all other States Parties to the 

Treaty,’ and continues, ‘[i]f a State Party to the 

Treaty has reason to believe that an activity or ex-

periment planned by it or its nationals in outer 

space, including the moon and other celestial bodies, 

would cause potentially harmful interference with 

activities of other States Parties in the peaceful ex-

ploration and use of outer space, including the moon 

and other celestial bodies, it shall undertake appro-

priate international consultations before proceeding 

with any such activity or experiment. A State Party 

to the Treaty which has reason to believe that an ac-

tivity or experiment planned by another State Party 

in outer space, including the moon and other celestial 

bodies, would cause potentially harmful interference 

with activities in the peaceful exploration and use of 

outer space, including the moon and other celestial 

bodies, may request consultation concerning the ac-

tivity or experiment. 
‘‘(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of Congress 

that—
‘‘(1) as commercial enterprises and more countries 

acquire the ability to land on the Moon, it is nec-

essary to encourage the development of best practices 

to respect the principle of due regard and to limit 

harmful interference to the Apollo landing site arti-

facts in acknowledgment of the human effort and in-

novation they represent, as well as their archae-

ological, anthropological, historical, scientific, and 

engineering significance and value; and 
‘‘(2) the Administrator of the National Aeronautics 

and Space Administration should continue to develop 

best practices to respect the principle of due regard 

and limit harmful interference with historic Apollo 

lunar landing site artifacts.

‘‘SEC. 3. BEST PRACTICES RELATED TO APOLLO 

HISTORIC LUNAR LANDING SITE ARTIFACTS.

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator of the National 

Aeronautics and Space Administration shall—
‘‘(1) add the recommendations in subsection (b) as a 

condition or requirement to contracts, grants, agree-

ments, partnerships or other arrangements per-

taining to lunar activities carried out by, for, or in 

partnership with the National Aeronautics and Space 

Administration; 
‘‘(2) inform other relevant Federal agencies of the 

recommendations described in subsection (b); and 
‘‘(3) encourage the use of best practices, consistent 

with the recommendations in subsection (b), by other 

relevant Federal agencies. 
‘‘(b) RECOMMENDATIONS DESCRIBED.—The rec-

ommendations described in this subsection are—
‘‘(1) ‘NASA’s Recommendations to Space-Faring 

Entities: How to Protect and Preserve the Historic 

and Scientific Value of U.S. Government Lunar Arti-

facts’ issued by the National Aeronautics and Space 

Administration on July 20, 2011, and updated on Octo-

ber 28, 2011; and 
‘‘(2) any successor recommendations, guidelines, 

best practices, or standards relating to the principle 

of due regard and the limitation of harmful inter-

ference with Apollo landing site artifacts issued by 

the National Aeronautics and Space Administration. 
‘‘(c) EXEMPTION.—The Administrator may waive the 

conditions or requirements from subsection (a)(1) as it 

applies to an individual contract, grant, agreement, 

partnership or other arrangement pertaining to lunar 

activities carried out by, for, or in partnership with the 

National Aeronautics and Space Administration so 

long as—
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‘‘(1) such waiver is accompanied by a finding from 

the Administrator that carrying out the obligation of 

subsection (a)(1) would be unduly prohibitive to an 

activity or activities of legitimate and significant 

historical, archaeological, anthropological, scientific, 

or engineering value; and 
‘‘(2) the finding in paragraph (1) is provided to the 

Committee on Science, Space, and Technology of the 

House of Representatives and the Committee on Com-

merce, Science, and Transportation of the Senate not 

later than 30 days prior to the waiver taking effect.’’

DETECTION AND AVOIDANCE OF COUNTERFEIT PARTS 

Pub. L. 115–10, title VIII, § 823, Mar. 21, 2017, 131 Stat. 

62, as amended by Pub. L. 117–81, div. A, title XVII, 

§ 1702(l)(11), Dec. 27, 2021, 135 Stat. 2161, provided that: 
‘‘(a) FINDINGS.—Congress makes the following find-

ings: 
‘‘(1) A 2012 investigation by the Committee on 

Armed Services of the Senate of counterfeit elec-

tronic parts in the Department of Defense supply 

chain from 2009 through 2010 uncovered 1,800 cases 

and over 1,000,000 counterfeit parts and exposed the 

threat such counterfeit parts pose to service members 

and national security. 
‘‘(2) Since 2010, the Comptroller General of the 

United States has identified in 3 separate reports the 

risks and challenges associated with counterfeit parts 

and counterfeit prevention at both the Department of 

Defense and NASA, including inconsistent definitions 

of counterfeit parts, poorly targeted quality control 

practices, and potential barriers to improvements to 

these practices. 
‘‘(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of Congress 

that the presence of counterfeit electronic parts in the 

NASA supply chain poses a danger to United States 

government astronauts, crew, and other personnel and 

a risk to the agency overall. 
‘‘(c) REGULATIONS.—

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 270 days after the 

date of enactment of this Act [Mar. 21, 2017], the Ad-

ministrator shall revise the NASA Supplement to the 

Federal Acquisition Regulation to improve the detec-

tion and avoidance of counterfeit electronic parts in 

the supply chain. 
‘‘(2) CONTRACTOR RESPONSIBILITIES.—In revising the 

regulations under paragraph (1), the Administrator 

shall—
‘‘(A) require each covered contractor—

‘‘(i) to detect and avoid the use or inclusion of 

any counterfeit parts in electronic parts or prod-

ucts that contain electronic parts; 
‘‘(ii) to take such corrective actions as the Ad-

ministrator considers necessary to remedy the 

use or inclusion described in clause (i); and 
‘‘(iii) including a subcontractor, to notify the 

applicable NASA contracting officer not later 

than 30 calendar days after the date the covered 

contractor becomes aware, or has reason to sus-

pect, that any end item, component, part or ma-

terial contained in supplies purchased by NASA, 

or purchased by a covered contractor or subcon-

tractor for delivery to, or on behalf of, NASA, 

contains a counterfeit electronic part or suspect 

counterfeit electronic part; and 
‘‘(B) prohibit the cost of counterfeit electronic 

parts, suspect counterfeit electronic parts, and any 

corrective action described under subparagraph 

(A)(ii) from being included as allowable costs under 

agency contracts, unless—
‘‘(i)(I) the covered contractor has an oper-

ational system to detect and avoid counterfeit 

electronic parts and suspect counterfeit elec-

tronic parts that has been reviewed and approved 

by NASA or the Department of Defense; and 
‘‘(II) the covered contractor has provided the 

notice under subparagraph (A)(iii); or 
‘‘(ii) the counterfeit electronic parts or suspect 

counterfeit electronic parts were provided to the 

covered contractor as Government property in ac-

cordance with part 45 of the Federal Acquisition 

Regulation. 
‘‘(3) SUPPLIERS OF ELECTRONIC PARTS.—In revising 

the regulations under paragraph (1), the Adminis-

trator shall—
‘‘(A) require NASA and covered contractors, in-

cluding subcontractors, at all tiers—
‘‘(i) to obtain electronic parts that are in pro-

duction or currently available in stock from—
‘‘(I) the original manufacturers of the parts or 

their authorized dealers; or 
‘‘(II) suppliers who obtain such parts exclu-

sively from the original manufacturers of the 

parts or their authorized dealers; and 
‘‘(ii) to obtain electronic parts that are not in 

production or currently available in stock from 

suppliers that meet qualification requirements 

established under subparagraph (C); 
‘‘(B) establish documented requirements con-

sistent with published industry standards or Gov-

ernment contract requirements for—
‘‘(i) notification of the agency; and 

‘‘(ii) inspection, testing, and authentication of 

electronic parts that NASA or a covered con-

tractor, including a subcontractor, obtains from 

any source other than a source described in sub-

paragraph (A); 

‘‘(C) establish qualification requirements, con-

sistent with the requirements of section 3243 of 

title 10, United States Code, pursuant to which 

NASA may identify suppliers that have appropriate 

policies and procedures in place to detect and avoid 

counterfeit electronic parts and suspect counterfeit 

electronic parts; and 

‘‘(D) authorize a covered contractor, including a 

subcontractor, to identify and use additional sup-

pliers beyond those identified under subparagraph 

(C) if—

‘‘(i) the standards and processes for identifying 

such suppliers comply with established industry 

standards; 

‘‘(ii) the covered contractor assumes responsi-

bility for the authenticity of parts provided by 

such suppliers under paragraph (2); and 

‘‘(iii) the selection of such suppliers is subject 

to review and audit by NASA. 

‘‘(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 

‘‘(1) COVERED CONTRACTOR.—The term ‘covered con-

tractor’ means a contractor that supplies an elec-

tronic part, or a product that contains an electronic 

part, to NASA. 

‘‘(2) ELECTRONIC PART.—The term ‘electronic part’ 

means a discrete electronic component, including a 

microcircuit, transistor, capacitor, resistor, or diode, 

that is intended for use in a safety or mission critical 

application.’’

[For definitions of terms used in section 823 of Pub. 

L. 115–10, set out above, see section 2 of Pub. L. 115–10, 

set out as a note under section 10101 of this title.] 

AVOIDING ORGANIZATIONAL CONFLICTS OF INTEREST IN 

MAJOR ADMINISTRATION ACQUISITION PROGRAMS 

Pub. L. 115–10, title VIII, § 830, Mar. 21, 2017, 131 Stat. 

66, provided that: 

‘‘(a) REVISED REGULATIONS REQUIRED.—Not later than 

270 days after the date of enactment of this Act [Mar. 

21, 2017], the Administrator [of the National Aero-

nautics and Space Administration] shall revise the [Na-

tional Aeronautics and Space] Administration Supple-

ment to the Federal Acquisition Regulation to provide 

uniform guidance and recommend revised requirements 

for organizational conflicts of interest by contractors 

in major acquisition programs in order to address the 

elements identified in subsection (b). 

‘‘(b) ELEMENTS.—The revised regulations under sub-

section (a) shall, at a minimum—

‘‘(1) address organizational conflicts of interest 

that could potentially arise as a result of—

‘‘(A) lead system integrator contracts on major 

acquisition programs and contracts that follow lead 
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system integrator contracts on such programs, par-

ticularly contracts for production; 

‘‘(B) the ownership of business units performing 

systems engineering and technical assistance func-

tions, professional services, or management support 

services in relation to major acquisition programs 

by contractors who simultaneously own business 

units competing to perform as either the prime con-

tractor or the supplier of a major subsystem or 

component for such programs; 

‘‘(C) the award of major subsystem contracts by a 

prime contractor for a major acquisition program 

to business units or other affiliates of the same par-

ent corporate entity, and particularly the award of 

subcontracts for software integration or the devel-

opment of a proprietary software system architec-

ture; or 

‘‘(D) the performance by, or assistance of, con-

tractors in technical evaluations on major acquisi-

tion programs; 

‘‘(2) require the Administration to request advice 

on systems architecture and systems engineering 

matters with respect to major acquisition programs 

from objective sources independent of the prime con-

tractor; 

‘‘(3) require that a contract for the performance of 

systems engineering and technical assistance func-

tions for a major acquisition program contains a pro-

vision prohibiting the contractor or any affiliate of 

the contractor from participating as a prime con-

tractor or a major subcontractor in the development 

of a system under the program; and 

‘‘(4) establish such limited exceptions to the 

requirement[s] in paragraphs (2) and (3) as the Ad-

ministrator considers necessary to ensure that the 

Administration has continued access to advice on 

systems architecture and systems engineering mat-

ters from highly qualified contractors with domain 

experience and expertise, while ensuring that such 

advice comes from sources that are objective and un-

biased.’’

§ 30301. Guaranteed customer base 

No amount appropriated to the Administra-

tion may be used to fund grants, contracts, or 

other agreements with an expected duration of 

more than one year, when a primary effect of 

the grant, contract, or agreement is to provide 

a guaranteed customer base for or establish an 

anchor tenancy in new commercial space hard-

ware or services unless an appropriations Act 

specifies the new commercial space hardware or 

services to be developed or used, or the grant, 

contract, or agreement is otherwise identified in 

such Act. 

(Pub. L. 111–314, § 3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3363.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

30301 .......... 42 U.S.C. 2459d. Pub. L. 102–139, title III, (1st 
par. under heading ‘‘Ad-
ministrative Provisions’’, 
at 105 Stat. 771), Oct. 28, 
1991, 105 Stat. 771. 

The words ‘‘in this or any other Act with respect to 

any fiscal year’’ are omitted as unnecessary. 

§ 30302. Quality assurance personnel 

(a) EXCLUSION OF ADMINISTRATION PER-

SONNEL.—A person providing articles to the Ad-

ministration under a contract entered into after 

December 9, 1991, may not exclude Administra-

tion quality assurance personnel from work 

sites except as provided in a contract provision 

that has been submitted to Congress as provided 
in subsection (b). 

(b) CONTRACT PROVISIONS.—The Administra-
tion shall not enter into any contract which per-
mits the exclusion of Administration quality as-
surance personnel from work sites unless the 
Administrator has submitted a copy of the pro-
vision permitting such exclusion to Congress at 
least 60 days before entering into the contract. 

(Pub. L. 111–314, § 3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3363.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

30302 .......... 42 U.S.C. 2459e. Pub. L. 102–195, § 19, Dec. 9, 
1991, 105 Stat. 1615. 

In subsection (a), the date ‘‘December 9, 1991’’ is sub-

stituted for ‘‘the date of enactment of this Act’’ to re-

flect the date of enactment of the National Aeronautics 

and Space Administration Authorization Act, Fiscal 

Year 1992 (Public Law 102–195, 105 Stat. 1605). 
In subsection (a), the words ‘‘that has been submitted 

to Congress as provided’’ are substituted for ‘‘de-

scribed’’ for clarity. 

§ 30303. Tracking and data relay satellite services 

(a) CONTRACTS.—The Administration is au-

thorized, when so provided in an appropriation 

Act, to enter into and to maintain a contract for 

tracking and data relay satellite services. Such 

services shall be furnished to the Administra-

tion in accordance with applicable authorization 

and appropriations Acts. The Government shall 

incur no costs under such contract prior to the 

furnishing of such services except that the con-

tract may provide for the payment for contin-

gent liability of the Government which may ac-

crue in the event the Government should decide 

for its convenience to terminate the contract 

before the end of the period of the contract. Fa-

cilities which may be required in the perform-

ance of the contract may be constructed on Gov-

ernment-owned lands if there is included in the 

contract a provision under which the Govern-

ment may acquire title to the facilities, under 

terms and conditions agreed upon in the con-

tract, upon termination of the contract. 
(b) REPORTS TO CONGRESS.—The Administrator 

shall in January of each year report to the Com-

mittee on Science and Technology and the Com-

mittee on Appropriations of the House of Rep-

resentatives and the Committee on Commerce, 

Science, and Transportation and the Committee 

on Appropriations of the Senate the projected 

aggregate contingent liability of the Govern-

ment under termination provisions of any con-

tract authorized in this section through the next 

fiscal year. The authority of the Administration 

to enter into and to maintain the contract au-

thorized hereunder shall remain in effect unless 

repealed by legislation enacted by Congress. 

(Pub. L. 111–314, § 3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3363.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

30303(a) ...... 42 U.S.C. 2463 (1st 
par.). 

Pub. L. 95–76, § 6, July 30, 
1977, 91 Stat. 315; Pub. L. 
103–437, § 15(c)(3), Nov. 2, 
1994, 108 Stat. 4592. 

30303(b) ...... 42 U.S.C. 2463 (last 
par.). 
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In subsection (b), the words ‘‘Committee on Science 

and Technology’’ are substituted for ‘‘Committee on 

Science, Space, and Technology’’ on authority of sec-

tion 1(a)(10) of Public Law 104–14 (2 U.S.C. note prec. 

21), Rule X(1)(n) of the Rules of the House of Represent-

atives, adopted by House Resolution No. 5 (106th Con-

gress, January 6, 1999), and Rule X(1)(o) of the Rules of 

the House of Representatives, adopted by House Reso-

lution No. 6 (110th Congress, January 5, 2007). 
In subsection (b), the word ‘‘hereafter’’ is omitted as 

unnecessary.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Committee on Science and Technology of House of 

Representatives changed to Committee on Science, 

Space, and Technology of House of Representatives by 

House Resolution No. 5, One Hundred Twelfth Congress, 

Jan. 5, 2011. 

§ 30304. Award of contracts to small businesses 
and disadvantaged individuals 

The Administrator shall annually establish a 

goal of at least 8 percent of the total value of 

prime and subcontracts awarded in support of 

authorized programs, including the space sta-

tion by the time operational status is obtained, 

which funds will be made available to small 

business concerns or other organizations owned 

or controlled by socially and economically dis-

advantaged individuals (within the meaning of 

paragraphs (5) and (6) of section 8(a) of the 

Small Business Act (15 U.S.C. 637(a))), including 

Historically Black Colleges and Universities 

that are part B institutions (as defined in sec-

tion 322(2) of the Higher Education Act of 1965 

(20 U.S.C. 1061(2))), Hispanic-serving institutions 

(as defined in section 502(a)(5) of that Act (20 

U.S.C. 1101a(a)(5))), Tribal Colleges or Univer-

sities (as defined in section 316(b)(3) of that Act 

(20 U.S.C. 1059c(b)(3))), Alaska Native-serving in-

stitutions (as defined in section 317(b)(2) of that 

Act (20 U.S.C. 1059d(b)(2))), Native Hawaiian-

serving institutions (as defined in section 

317(b)(4) of that Act (20 U.S.C. 1059d(b)(4))), and 

minority educational institutions (as defined by 

the Secretary of Education pursuant to the Gen-

eral Education Provisions Act (20 U.S.C. 1221 et 

seq.)). 

(Pub. L. 111–314, § 3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3364.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

30304 .......... 42 U.S.C. 2473b (1st 
par.). 

Pub. L. 101–144, title III, (1st 
par. under heading ‘‘Small 
and Disadvantaged Busi-
ness’’, at 103 Stat. 863), 
Nov. 9, 1989, 103 Stat. 863; 
Pub. L. 109–155, title VI, 
§ 611, Dec. 30, 2005, 119 
Stat. 2932. 

The word ‘‘Alaska’’ is substituted for ‘‘Alaskan’’ in 

the phrase ‘‘Alaska Native-serving institutions (as de-

fined in section 317(b)(2) of that Act (20 U.S.C. 

1059d(b)(2)))’’ for consistency with the term defined in 

section 317(b)(2) of the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 

U.S.C. 1059d(b)(2)).

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The General Education Provisions Act, referred to in 

text, is title IV of Pub. L. 90–247, Jan. 2, 1968, 81 Stat. 

814, which is classified generally to chapter 31 (§ 1221 et 

seq.) of Title 20, Education. For complete classification 

of this Act to the Code, see section 1221 of Title 20 and 

Tables. 

§ 30305. Outreach program 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Administration shall 

competitively select an organization to partner 

with Administration centers, aerospace contrac-

tors, and academic institutions to carry out a 

program to help promote the competitiveness of 

small, minority-owned, and women-owned busi-

nesses in communities across the United States 

through enhanced insight into the technologies 

of the Administration’s space and aeronautics 

programs. The program shall support the mis-

sion of the Administration’s Innovative Partner-

ships Program with its emphasis on joint part-

nerships with industry, academia, government 

agencies, and national laboratories. 
(b) PROGRAM STRUCTURE.—In carrying out the 

program described in subsection (a), the organi-

zation shall support the mission of the Adminis-

tration’s Innovative Partnerships Program by 

undertaking the following activities: 
(1) FACILITATING ENHANCED INSIGHT.—Facili-

tating the enhanced insight of the private sec-

tor into the Administration’s technologies in 

order to increase the competitiveness of the 

private sector in producing viable commercial 

products. 
(2) CREATING NETWORK.—Creating a network 

of academic institutions, aerospace contrac-

tors, and Administration centers that will 

commit to donating appropriate technical as-

sistance to small businesses, giving preference 

to socially and economically disadvantaged 

small business concerns, small business con-

cerns owned and controlled by service-disabled 

veterans, and HUBZone small business con-

cerns. This paragraph shall not apply to any 

contracting actions entered into or taken by 

the Administration. 
(3) CREATING NETWORK OF ECONOMIC DEVELOP-

MENT ORGANIZATIONS.—Creating a network of 

economic development organizations to in-

crease the awareness and enhance the effec-

tiveness of the program nationwide.

(c) REPORT.—Not later than one year after Oc-

tober 15, 2008, and annually thereafter, the Ad-

ministrator shall submit a report to the Com-

mittee on Science and Technology of the House 

of Representatives and the Committee on Com-

merce, Science, and Transportation of the Sen-

ate describing the efforts and accomplishments 

of the program established under subsection (a) 

in support of the Administration’s Innovative 

Partnerships Program. As part of the report, the 

Administrator shall provide—
(1) data on the number of small businesses 

receiving assistance, jobs created and re-

tained, and volunteer hours donated by the 

Administration, contractors, and academic in-

stitutions nationwide; 
(2) an estimate of the total dollar value of 

the economic impact made by small businesses 

that received technical assistance through the 

program; and 
(3) an accounting of the use of funds appro-

priated for the program. 

(Pub. L. 111–314, § 3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3364.)
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HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

30305 .......... 42 U.S.C. 17824. Pub. L. 110–422, title XI, 
§ 1107, Oct. 15, 2008, 122 
Stat. 4810. 

In subsection (c), in the matter before paragraph (1), 

the date ‘‘October 15, 2008’’ is substituted for ‘‘the date 

of enactment of this Act’’ to reflect the date of enact-

ment of the National Aeronautics and Space Adminis-

tration Authorization Act of 2008.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Committee on Science and Technology of House of 

Representatives changed to Committee on Science, 

Space, and Technology of House of Representatives by 

House Resolution No. 5, One Hundred Twelfth Congress, 

Jan. 5, 2011. 

§ 30306. Small business contracting 

(a) PLAN.—In consultation with the Small 

Business Administration, the Administrator 

shall develop a plan to maximize the number 

and amount of contracts awarded to small busi-

ness concerns (within the meaning given that 

term in section 3 of the Small Business Act (15 

U.S.C. 632)) and to meet established contracting 

goals for such concerns. 

(b) PRIORITY.—The Administrator shall estab-

lish as a priority meeting the contracting goals 

developed in conjunction with the Small Busi-

ness Administration to maximize the amount of 

prime contracts, as measured in dollars, award-

ed in each fiscal year by the Administration to 

small business concerns (within the meaning 

given that term in section 3 of the Small Busi-

ness Act (15 U.S.C. 632)). 

(Pub. L. 111–314, § 3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3365.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

30306 .......... 42 U.S.C. 16821. Pub. L. 109–155, title VII, 
§ 707, Dec. 30, 2005, 119 
Stat. 2937. 

§ 30307. Requirement for independent cost anal-
ysis 

(a) DEFINITION OF IMPLEMENTATION.—In this 

section, the term ‘‘implementation’’ means all 

activity in the life cycle of a project after pre-

liminary design, independent assessment of the 

preliminary design, and approval to proceed into 

implementation, including critical design, de-

velopment, certification, launch, operations, 

disposal of assets, and, for technology programs, 

development, testing, analysis, and communica-

tion of the results. 

(b) REQUIREMENT.—Before any funds may be 

obligated for implementation of a project that is 

projected to cost more than $250,000,000 in total 

project costs, the Administrator shall conduct 

and consider an independent life-cycle cost anal-

ysis of the project and shall report the results to 

Congress. In developing cost accounting and re-

porting standards for carrying out this section, 

the Administrator shall, to the extent prac-

ticable and consistent with other laws, solicit 

the advice of experts outside of the Administra-

tion. 

(Pub. L. 111–314, § 3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3365.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

30307 .......... 42 U.S.C. 2459g. Pub. L. 106–391, title III, 
§ 301, Oct. 30, 2000, 114 
Stat. 1591; Pub. L. 109–155, 
title VII, § 704, Dec. 30, 
2005, 119 Stat. 2936. 

In subsection (b), in the first sentence, the words 

‘‘the Administrator shall conduct’’ are substituted for 

‘‘the Administrator for the National Aeronautics and 

Space Administration shall conduct’’ to eliminate un-

necessary words. 

In subsection (b), in the last sentence, the word ‘‘ex-

perts’’ is substituted for ‘‘expertise’’ for clarity.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

COST ESTIMATION 

Pub. L. 115–10, title VIII, § 836, Mar. 21, 2017, 131 Stat. 

69, provided that: 

‘‘(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of Congress 

that—

‘‘(1) realistic cost estimating is critically impor-

tant to the ultimate success of major space develop-

ment projects; and 

‘‘(2) the [National Aeronautics and Space] Adminis-

tration has devoted significant efforts over the past 5 

years to improving its cost estimating capabilities, 

but it is important that the Administration continue 

its efforts to develop and implement guidance in es-

tablishing realistic cost estimates. 

‘‘(b) GUIDANCE AND CRITERIA.—The Administrator [of 

the National Aeronautics and Space Administration] 

shall provide to its acquisition programs and projects, 

in a manner consistent with the Administration’s 

Space Flight Program and Project Management Re-

quirements—

‘‘(1) guidance on when to use an Independent Cost 

Estimate and Independent Cost Assessment; and 

‘‘(2) criteria to use to make a determination under 

paragraph (1).’’

§ 30308. Cost effectiveness calculations 

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 

(1) COMMERCIAL PROVIDER.—The term ‘‘com-

mercial provider’’ means any person providing 

space transportation services or other space-

related activities, the primary control of 

which is held by persons other than a Federal, 

State, local, or foreign government. 

(2) STATE.—The term ‘‘State’’ means each of 

the several States of the United States, the 

District of Columbia, the Commonwealth of 

Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam, Amer-

ican Samoa, the Commonwealth of the North-

ern Mariana Islands, and any other common-

wealth, territory, or possession of the United 

States.

(b) IN GENERAL.—Except as otherwise required 

by law, in calculating the cost effectiveness of 

the cost of the Administration engaging in an 

activity as compared to a commercial provider, 

the Administrator shall compare the cost of the 

Administration engaging in the activity using 

full cost accounting principles with the price 

the commercial provider will charge for such ac-

tivity. 

(Pub. L. 111–314, § 3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3366.)
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1 See References in Text note below. 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

30308(a) ...... (no source) 
30308(b) ...... 42 U.S.C. 2459h. Pub. L. 106–391, title III, 

§ 304, Oct. 30, 2000, 114 
Stat. 1592. 

In subsection (a), definitions of ‘‘commercial pro-

vider’’ and ‘‘State’’ are added to carry forward the ap-

propriate definitions from section 3 of the National 

Aeronautics and Space Administration Authorization 

Act of 2000 (Public Law 106–391, 114 Stat. 1579, 1580). 

§ 30309. Use of abandoned and underutilized 
buildings, grounds, and facilities 

(a) DEFINITION OF DEPRESSED COMMUNITIES.—In 

this section, the term ‘‘depressed communities’’ 

means rural and urban communities that are 

relatively depressed, in terms of age of housing, 

extent of poverty, growth of per capita income, 

extent of unemployment, job lag, or surplus 

labor. 
(b) IN GENERAL.—In any case in which the Ad-

ministrator considers the purchase, lease, or ex-

pansion of a facility to meet requirements of the 

Administration, the Administrator shall con-

sider whether those requirements could be met 

by the use of one of the following: 
(1) Abandoned or underutilized buildings, 

grounds, and facilities in depressed commu-

nities that can be converted to Administration 

usage at a reasonable cost, as determined by 

the Administrator. 
(2) Any military installation that is closed 

or being closed, or any facility at such an in-

stallation. 
(3) Any other facility or part of a facility 

that the Administrator determines to be—
(A) owned or leased by the United States 

for the use of another agency of the Federal 

Government; and 
(B) considered by the head of the agency 

involved to be—
(i) excess to the needs of that agency; or 
(ii) underutilized by that agency. 

(Pub. L. 111–314, § 3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3366.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

30309 .......... 42 U.S.C. 2473d. Pub. L. 106–391, title III, 
§ 325, Oct. 30, 2000, 114 
Stat. 1600. 

Editorial Notes 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Provisions similar to those in this section were con-

tained in the following prior appropriation authoriza-

tion act: 

Pub. L. 102–588, title II, § 220, Nov. 4, 1992, 106 Stat. 

5118. 

§ 30310. Exception to alternative fuel procure-
ment requirement 

Section 526(a) 1 of the Energy Independence 

and Security Act of 2007 (42 U.S.C. 17142(a)) does 

not prohibit the Administration from entering 

into a contract to purchase a generally available 

fuel that is not an alternative or synthetic fuel 

or predominantly produced from a nonconven-

tional petroleum source, if—

(1) the contract does not specifically require 

the contractor to provide an alternative or 

synthetic fuel or fuel from a nonconventional 

petroleum source; 

(2) the purpose of the contract is not to ob-

tain an alternative or synthetic fuel or fuel 

from a nonconventional petroleum source; and 

(3) the contract does not provide incentives 

for a refinery upgrade or expansion to allow a 

refinery to use or increase its use of fuel from 

a nonconventional petroleum source. 

(Pub. L. 111–314, § 3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3366.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

30310 .......... 42 U.S.C. 17827. Pub. L. 110–422, title XI, 
§ 1112, Oct. 15, 2008, 122 
Stat. 4811. 

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 526(a) of the Energy Independence and Secu-

rity Act of 2007, referred to in text, probably means sec-

tion 526 of Pub. L. 110–140, which is classified to section 

17142 of Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, but 

does not contain subsecs.

CHAPTER 305—MANAGEMENT AND REVIEW 

Sec. 

30501. Lessons learned and best practices. 

30502. Whistleblower protection. 

30503. Performance assessments. 

30504. Assessment of science mission extensions.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

ASSESSMENT OF IMPEDIMENTS TO SPACE SCIENCE AND 

ENGINEERING WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT FOR MINOR-

ITY AND UNDERREPRESENTED GROUPS AT NASA 

Pub. L. 111–358, title II, § 203, Jan. 4, 2011, 124 Stat. 

3994, provided that: 

‘‘(a) ASSESSMENT.—The Administrator [of NASA] 

shall enter into an arrangement for an independent as-

sessment of any impediments to space science and engi-

neering workforce development for minority and under-

represented groups at NASA [National Aeronautics and 

Space Administration], including recommendations 

on—

‘‘(1) measures to address such impediments; 

‘‘(2) opportunities for augmenting the impact of 

space science and engineering workforce development 

activities and for expanding proven, effective pro-

grams; and 

‘‘(3) best practices and lessons learned, as identified 

through the assessment, to help maximize the effec-

tiveness of existing and future programs to increase 

the participation of minority and underrepresented 

groups in the space science and engineering work-

force at NASA. 

‘‘(b) REPORT.—A report on the assessment carried out 

under subsection (a) shall be transmitted to the House 

of Representatives Committee on Science and Tech-

nology [now Committee on Science, Space, and Tech-

nology] and the Senate Committee on Commerce, 

Science, and Transportation not later than 15 months 

after the date of enactment of this Act [Jan. 4, 2011]. 

‘‘(c) IMPLEMENTATION.—To the extent practicable, the 

Administrator shall take all necessary steps to address 

any impediments identified in the assessment.’’
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Executive Documents 

EX. ORD. NO. 11374. ABOLITION OF MISSILE SITES LABOR 

COMMISSION 

Ex. Ord. No. 11374, Oct. 11, 1967, 32 F.R. 14199, pro-

vided: 

By virtue of the authority vested in me as President 

of the United States, it is ordered as follows: 

SECTION 1. The Missile Sites Labor Commission is 

hereby abolished and its functions and responsibilities 

are transferred to the Federal Mediation and Concilia-

tion Service. 

SEC. 2. The Director of the Federal Mediation and 

Conciliation Service shall establish within the Federal 

Mediation and Conciliation Service such procedures as 

may be necessary to provide for continued priority for 

resolution of labor disputes or potential labor disputes 

at missile and space sites, and shall seek the continued 

cooperation of manufacturers, contractors, construc-

tion concerns, and labor unions in avoiding uneco-

nomical operations and work stoppages at missile and 

space sites. 

SEC. 3. The Department of Defense, the National Aer-

onautics and Space Administration, and other appro-

priate government departments and agencies shall con-

tinue to cooperate in the avoidance of uneconomical 

operations and work stoppages at missile and space 

sites. They shall also assist the Federal Mediation and 

Conciliation Service in the discharge of its responsibil-

ities under this order. 

SEC. 4. All records and property of the Missile Sites 

Labor Commission are hereby transferred to the Fed-

eral Mediation and Conciliation Service. 

SEC. 5. Any disputes now before the Missile Sites 

Labor Commission shall be resolved by the personnel 

now serving as members of the Missile Sites Labor 

Commissions under special assignment for such pur-

poses by the Director of the Federal Mediation and 

Conciliation Service. 

SEC. 6. Executive Order No. 10946 of May 26, 1961, is 

hereby revoked. 

LYNDON B. JOHNSON. 

TASK FORCE ON SPACE INDUSTRY WORKFORCE AND 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

Memorandum of President of the United States, May 

3, 2010, 75 F.R. 24781, provided: 

Memorandum for the Secretary of Defense[,] the Sec-

retary of Commerce[,] the Secretary of Labor[,] the 

Secretary of Housing and Urban Development[,] the 

Secretary of Transportation[,] the Secretary of 

Education[,] the Director of the Office of Management 

and Budget[,] the Administrator of the Small Business 

Administration[,] the Administrator of the National 

Aeronautics and Space Administration[,] the Chair of 

the Council of Economic Advisers[,] the Director of Na-

tional Intelligence[,] the Director of the Office of 

Science and Technology Policy[, and] the Director of 

the National Economic Council 

My Administration is committed to implementing a 

bold, new approach to human spaceflight. Supported by 

a $6 billion increase to the National Aeronautics and 

Space Administration’s (NASA) budget over the next 5 

years, this strategy will foster the development of 

path-breaking technologies, increase the reach and re-

duce the cost of human and robotic exploration of 

space, and help create thousands of new jobs. 

NASA’s budget also includes $429 million next year, 

and $1.9 billion over the next 5 years, to modernize the 

Kennedy Space Center and other nearby space launch 

facilities in Florida. This modernization effort will help 

spur new commercial business and innovation and pro-

vide additional good jobs to the region. While all of the 

new aspects of my Administration’s plan together will 

create thousands of new jobs in Florida, past decisions 

to end the Space Shuttle program will still affect fami-

lies and communities along Florida’s ‘‘Space Coast.’’

Building on this significant new investment at the 

Kennedy Space Center and my increased budget for 

NASA overall, I am committed to taking additional 

steps to help local economies like Florida’s Space 

Coast adapt and thrive in the years ahead. The men and 

women who work in Florida’s aerospace industry are 

some of the most talented and highly trained in the Na-

tion. It is critical that their skills are tapped as we 

transform and expand the country’s space exploration 

efforts. That is why I am launching a $40 million, 

multi-agency initiative to help the Space Coast trans-

form their economies and prepare their workers for the 

opportunities of tomorrow. This effort will build on and 

complement ongoing local and Federal economic and 

workforce-development efforts through a Task Force 

composed of senior-level Administration officials from 

relevant agencies that will construct an economic de-

velopment action plan by August 15, 2010. 
To these ends, I hereby direct the following: 
SECTION 1. Establishment of the Task Force on Space In-

dustry Workforce and Economic Development. There is es-

tablished a Task Force on Space Industry Workforce 

and Economic Development (Task Force) to develop, in 

collaboration with local stakeholders, an interagency 

action plan to facilitate economic development strate-

gies and plans along the Space Coast and to provide 

training and other opportunities for affected aerospace 

workers so they are equipped to contribute to new de-

velopments in America’s space program and related in-

dustries. The Secretary of Commerce and the Adminis-

trator of NASA shall serve as Co-Chairs of the Task 

Force. 
(a) Membership of the Task Force. In addition to the 

Co-Chairs, the Task Force shall consist of the following 

members: 
(i) the Secretary of Defense; 
(ii) the Secretary of Labor; 
(iii) the Secretary of Housing and Urban Develop-

ment; 
(iv) the Secretary of Transportation; 
(v) the Secretary of Education; 
(vi) the Chair of the Council of Economic Advisers; 
(vii) the Director of the Office of Management and 

Budget; 

(viii) the Administrator of the Small Business Ad-

ministration; 

(ix) the Director of National Intelligence; 

(x) the Director of the Office of Science and Tech-

nology Policy; 

(xi) the Director of the National Economic Council; 

and 

(xii) the heads of such other executive departments, 

agencies, and offices as the President may, from time 

to time, designate. 

A member of the Task Force may designate, to per-

form the Task Force functions of the member, a senior-

level official who is a part of the member’s department, 

agency, or office, and who is a full-time officer or em-

ployee of the Federal Government. 

(b) Administration. The Co-Chairs shall convene reg-

ular meetings of the Task Force, determine its agenda, 

and direct its work. At the direction of the Co-Chairs, 

the Task Force may establish subgroups consisting ex-

clusively of Task Force members or their designees, as 

appropriate. 

SEC. 2. Mission and Functions. The Task Force shall 

work with local stakeholders and executive depart-

ments and agencies to equip Space Coast and other af-

fected workers to take advantage of new opportunities 

and expand the region’s economic base. 

The Task Force will perform the following functions, 

to the extent permitted by law: 

(a) provide leadership and coordination of Federal 

Government resources to facilitate workforce and eco-

nomic development opportunities for aerospace com-

munities and workers affected by new developments in 

America’s space exploration program. Such support 

may include the use of personnel, technical expertise, 

and available financial resources, and may be used to 

provide a coordinated Federal response to the needs of 

individual States, regions, municipalities, and commu-

nities adversely affected by space industry changes; 
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(b) provide recommendations to the President on 

ways Federal policies and programs can address issues 

of special importance to aerospace communities and 

workers; and 
(c) help ensure that officials from throughout the ex-

ecutive branch, including officials on existing commit-

tees or task forces addressing technological develop-

ment, research, or aerospace issues, advance the Presi-

dent’s agenda for the transformation of America’s 

space exploration program and support the coordina-

tion of Federal economic adjustment assistance activi-

ties. 
SEC. 3. Outreach. Consistent with the objectives set 

forth in this memorandum, the Task Force, in accord-

ance with applicable law, in addition to holding regular 

meetings, shall conduct outreach to representatives of 

nonprofit organizations; business; labor[;] State, local, 

and tribal governments; elected officials; and other in-

terested persons that will assist in bringing to the 

President’s attention concerns, ideas, and policy op-

tions for expanding and improving efforts to create jobs 

and economic growth in affected aerospace commu-

nities. The Task Force shall hold inaugural meetings 

with stakeholders within 60 days of the date of this 

memorandum. 
SEC. 4. Task Force Plan for Space Industry Workforce 

and Economic Development. On or before August 15, 2010, 

the Task Force shall develop and submit to the Presi-

dent a comprehensive plan that: 
(a) recommends how best to invest $40 million in 

transition assistance funding to ensure robust work-

force and economic development in those communities 

within Florida affected by transitions in America’s 

space exploration program; 
(b) describes how the plan will build on and com-

plement ongoing economic and workforce development 

efforts; 
(c) explores future workforce and economic develop-

ment activities that could be undertaken for affected 

aerospace communities in other States, as appropriate; 
(d) identifies areas of collaboration with other public 

or nongovernmental actors to achieve the objectives of 

the Task Force; and 
(e) details a coordinated implementation strategy by 

executive departments and agencies to meet the objec-

tives of the Task Force. 
SEC. 5. Termination. The Task Force shall terminate 3 

years after the date of this memorandum unless ex-

tended by the President. 
SEC. 6. General Provisions. (a) The heads of executive 

departments and agencies shall assist and provide in-

formation to the Task Force, consistent with applica-

ble law, as may be necessary to carry out the functions 

of the Task Force. Each executive department and 

agency shall bear its own expense for participating in 

the Task Force; and 
(b) nothing in this memorandum shall be construed 

to impair or otherwise affect: 
(i) authority granted by law to an executive depart-

ment, agency, or the head thereof; or 
(ii) functions of the Director of the Office of Manage-

ment and Budget relating to budgetary, administra-

tive, or legislative proposals. 
(c) This memorandum shall be implemented con-

sistent with applicable law and subject to the avail-

ability of appropriations. 
(d) This memorandum is not intended to, and does 

not, create any right or benefit, substantive or proce-

dural, enforceable at law or in equity by any party 

against the United States, its departments, agencies, or 

entities, its officers, employees, or agents, or any other 

person. 
(e) The Administrator of the National Aeronautics 

and Space Administration shall publish this memo-

randum in the Federal Register. 

BARACK OBAMA. 

§ 30501. Lessons learned and best practices 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall 

transmit to the Committee on Science and 

Technology of the House of Representatives and 

the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 

Transportation of the Senate an implementa-

tion plan describing the Administration’s ap-

proach for obtaining, implementing, and sharing 

lessons learned and best practices for its major 

programs and projects not later than 180 days 

after December 30, 2005. The implementation 

plan shall be updated and maintained to ensure 

that it is current and consistent with the bur-

geoning culture of learning and safety that is 

emerging at the Administration. 
(b) REQUIRED CONTENT.—The implementation 

plan shall contain at a minimum the lessons 

learned and best practices requirements for the 

Administration, the organizations or positions 

responsible for enforcement of the requirements, 

the reporting structure, and the objective per-

formance measures indicating the effectiveness 

of the activity. 
(c) INCENTIVES.—The Administrator shall pro-

vide incentives to encourage sharing and imple-

mentation of lessons learned and best practices 

by employees, projects, and programs, as well as 

penalties for programs and projects that are de-

termined not to have demonstrated use of those 

resources. 

(Pub. L. 111–314, § 3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3367.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

30501 .......... 42 U.S.C. 16615. Pub. L. 109–155, title I, § 107, 
Dec. 30, 2005, 119 Stat. 
2912. 

In subsection (a), the words ‘‘Committee on Science 

and Technology’’ are substituted for ‘‘Committee on 

Science’’ on authority of Rule X(1)(o) of the Rules of 

the House of Representatives, adopted by House Reso-

lution No. 6 (110th Congress, January 5, 2007). 
In subsection (a), the date ‘‘December 30, 2005’’ is sub-

stituted for ‘‘the date of enactment of this Act’’ to re-

flect the date of enactment of the National Aeronautics 

and Space Administration Authorization Act of 2005 

(Public Law 109–155, 119 Stat. 2895).

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Committee on Science and Technology of House of 

Representatives changed to Committee on Science, 

Space, and Technology of House of Representatives by 

House Resolution No. 5, One Hundred Twelfth Congress, 

Jan. 5, 2011. 

§ 30502. Whistleblower protection 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after 

December 30, 2005, the Administrator shall 

transmit to the Committee on Science and 

Technology of the House of Representatives and 

the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 

Transportation of the Senate a plan describing 

steps to be taken by the Administration to pro-

tect from retaliation Administration employees 

who raise concerns about substantial and spe-

cific dangers to public health and safety or 

about substantial and specific factors that could 

threaten the success of a mission. The plan shall 

be designed to ensure that Administration em-

ployees have the full protection required by law. 

The Administrator shall implement the plan not 

more than 1 year after its transmittal. 
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(b) GOAL.—The Administrator shall ensure 

that the plan describes a system that will pro-

tect employees who wish to raise or have raised 

concerns described in subsection (a). 

(c) PLAN.—At a minimum, the plan shall in-

clude, consistent with Federal law—

(1) a reporting structure that ensures that 

the officials who are the subject of a whistle-

blower’s complaint will not learn the identity 

of the whistleblower; 

(2) a single point to which all complaints can 

be made without fear of retribution; 

(3) procedures to enable the whistleblower to 

track the status of the case; 

(4) activities to educate employees about 

their rights as whistleblowers and how they 

are protected by law; 

(5) activities to educate employees about 

their obligations to report concerns and their 

accountability before and after receiving the 

results of the investigations into their con-

cerns; and 

(6) activities to educate all appropriate Ad-

ministration Human Resources professionals, 

and all Administration managers and super-

visors, regarding personnel laws, rules, and 

regulations.

(d) REPORT.—Not later than February 15 of 

each year beginning February 15, 2007, the Ad-

ministrator shall transmit a report to the Com-

mittee on Science and Technology of the House 

of Representatives and the Committee on Com-

merce, Science, and Transportation of the Sen-

ate on the concerns described in subsection (a) 

that were raised during the previous fiscal year. 

At a minimum, the report shall provide—

(1) the number of concerns that were raised, 

divided into the categories of safety and 

health, mission assurance, and mismanage-

ment, and the disposition of those concerns, 

including whether any employee was dis-

ciplined as a result of a concern having been 

raised; and 

(2) any recommendations for reforms to fur-

ther prevent retribution against employees 

who raise concerns. 

(Pub. L. 111–314, § 3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3367.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

30502 .......... 42 U.S.C. 16618. Pub. L. 109–155, title I, § 110, 
Dec. 30, 2005, 119 Stat. 
2914. 

In subsection (a), the date ‘‘December 30, 2005’’ is sub-

stituted for ‘‘the date of enactment of this Act’’ to re-

flect the date of enactment of the National Aeronautics 

and Space Administration Authorization Act of 2005 

(Public Law 109–155, 119 Stat. 2895). 

In subsections (a) and (d), the words ‘‘Committee on 

Science and Technology’’ are substituted for ‘‘Com-

mittee on Science’’ on authority of Rule X(1)(o) of the 

Rules of the House of Representatives, adopted by 

House Resolution No. 6 (110th Congress, January 5, 

2007). 

In subsection (d), the words ‘‘Not later than February 

15 of each year beginning February 15, 2007’’ are sub-

stituted for ‘‘Not later than February 15 of each year 

beginning with the year after the date of enactment of 

this Act’’ for clarity.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Committee on Science and Technology of House of 

Representatives changed to Committee on Science, 

Space, and Technology of House of Representatives by 

House Resolution No. 5, One Hundred Twelfth Congress, 

Jan. 5, 2011. 

§ 30503. Performance assessments 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The performance of each di-

vision in the Science directorate of the Adminis-

tration shall be reviewed and assessed by the 

National Academy of Sciences at 5-year inter-

vals. 

(b) TIMING.—Beginning with the first fiscal 

year following December 30, 2005, the Adminis-

trator shall select at least one division for re-

view under this section. The Administrator shall 

select divisions so that all disciplines will have 

received their first review within 6 fiscal years 

of December 30, 2005. 

(c) REPORTS.—Not later than March 1 of each 

year, beginning with the first fiscal year after 

December 30, 2005, the Administrator shall 

transmit a report to the Committee on Science 

and Technology of the House of Representatives 

and the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 

Transportation of the Senate—

(1) setting forth in detail the results of any 

external review under subsection (a); 

(2) setting forth in detail actions taken by 

the Administration in response to any exter-

nal review; and 

(3) including a summary of findings and rec-

ommendations from any other relevant exter-

nal reviews of the Administration’s science 

mission priorities and programs. 

(Pub. L. 111–314, § 3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3368.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

30503 .......... 42 U.S.C. 16651. Pub. L. 109–155, title III, 
§ 301, Dec. 30, 2005, 119 
Stat. 2916. 

In subsections (b) and (c), the date ‘‘December 30, 

2005’’ is substituted for ‘‘the date of enactment of this 

Act’’ to reflect the date of enactment of the National 

Aeronautics and Space Administration Authorization 

Act of 2005 (Public Law 109–155, 119 Stat. 2895). 

In subsection (c), the words ‘‘Committee on Science 

and Technology’’ are substituted for ‘‘Committee on 

Science’’ on authority of Rule X(1)(o) of the Rules of 

the House of Representatives, adopted by House Reso-

lution No. 6 (110th Congress, January 5, 2007).

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Committee on Science and Technology of House of 

Representatives changed to Committee on Science, 

Space, and Technology of House of Representatives by 

House Resolution No. 5, One Hundred Twelfth Congress, 

Jan. 5, 2011. 

§ 30504. Assessment of science mission extensions 

(a) ASSESSMENTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall 

carry out triennial reviews within each of the 

Science divisions to assess the cost and bene-

fits of extending the date of the termination of 
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data collection for those missions that exceed 
their planned missions’ lifetime. 

(2) CONSIDERATIONS.—In conducting an as-
sessment under paragraph (1), the Adminis-
trator shall consider whether and how extend-
ing missions impacts the start of future mis-

sions.

(b) CONSULTATION AND CONSIDERATION OF PO-

TENTIAL BENEFITS OF INSTRUMENTS ON MIS-

SIONS.—When deciding whether to extend a mis-

sion that has an operational component, the Ad-

ministrator shall—
(1) consult with any affected Federal agency; 

and 
(2) take into account the potential benefits 

of instruments on missions that are beyond 

their planned mission lifetime.

(c) REPORTS.—The Administrator shall submit 

to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 

Transportation of the Senate and the Com-

mittee on Science, Space, and Technology of the 

House of Representatives, at the same time as 

the submission to Congress of the Administra-

tion’s annual budget request for each fiscal 

year, a report detailing any assessment under 

subsection (a) that was carried out during the 

previous year. 

(Pub. L. 111–314, § 3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3369; 

Pub. L. 115–10, title V, § 513, Mar. 21, 2017, 131 

Stat. 52.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

30504(a) ...... 42 U.S.C. 16654(a) 
(matter before 
par. (1)). 

Pub. L. 109–155, title III, 
§ 304(a) (matter before par. 
(1)), (2), Dec. 30, 2005, 119 
Stat. 2918. 

30504(b) ...... 42 U.S.C. 16654(a)(2). 

In subsection (a), the words ‘‘In addition—’’ are omit-

ted as unnecessary.

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2017—Pub. L. 115–10 amended section generally. Prior 

to amendment, text read as follows: 
‘‘(a) ASSESSMENT.—The Administrator shall carry out 

biennial reviews within each of the Science divisions to 

assess the cost and benefits of extending the date of the 

termination of data collection for those missions that 

have exceeded their planned mission lifetime. 
‘‘(b) CONSULTATION AND CONSIDERATION OF POTENTIAL 

BENEFITS OF INSTRUMENTS ON MISSIONS.—For those mis-

sions that have an operational component, the Na-

tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration or any 

other affected agency shall be consulted and the poten-

tial benefits of instruments on missions that are be-

yond their planned mission lifetime taken into ac-

count.’’

CHAPTER 307—INTERNATIONAL 
COOPERATION AND COMPETITION 

Sec. 

30701. Competitiveness and international coopera-

tion. 
30702. Foreign contract limitation. 
30703. Foreign launch vehicles. 
30704. Offshore performance of contracts for the pro-

curement of goods and services. 

§ 30701. Competitiveness and international co-
operation 

(a) LIMITATION.—

(1) SOLICITATION OF COMMENT.—As part of the 

evaluation of the costs and benefits of enter-

ing into an obligation to conduct a space mis-

sion in which a foreign entity will participate 

as a supplier of the spacecraft, spacecraft sys-

tem, or launch system, the Administrator 

shall solicit comment on the potential impact 

of such participation through notice published 

in Commerce Business Daily at least 45 days 

before entering into such an obligation. 
(2) AGREEMENTS WITH PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF 

CHINA.—The Administrator shall certify to 

Congress at least 15 days in advance of any co-

operative agreement with the People’s Repub-

lic of China, or any company owned by the 

People’s Republic of China or incorporated 

under the laws of the People’s Republic of 

China, involving spacecraft, spacecraft sys-

tems, launch systems, or scientific or tech-

nical information, that—
(A) the agreement is not detrimental to 

the United States space launch industry; and 
(B) the agreement, including any indirect 

technical benefit that could be derived from 

the agreement, will not improve the missile 

or space launch capabilities of the People’s 

Republic of China.

(3) ANNUAL AUDIT.—The Inspector General of 

the Administration, in consultation with ap-

propriate agencies, shall conduct an annual 

audit of the policies and procedures of the Ad-

ministration with respect to the export of 

technologies and the transfer of scientific and 

technical information, to assess the extent to 

which the Administration is carrying out its 

activities in compliance with Federal export 

control laws and with paragraph (2).

(b) NATIONAL INTERESTS.—
(1) DEFINITION OF UNITED STATES COMMERCIAL 

PROVIDER.—In this subsection, the term 

‘‘United States commercial provider’’ means a 

commercial provider (as defined in section 

30308(a) of this title), organized under the laws 

of the United States or of a State (as defined 

in section 30308(a) of this title), which is—
(A) more than 50 percent owned by United 

States nationals; or 
(B) a subsidiary of a foreign company and 

the Secretary of Commerce finds that—
(i) such subsidiary has in the past evi-

denced a substantial commitment to the 

United States market through—
(I) investments in the United States in 

long-term research, development, and 

manufacturing (including the manufac-

ture of major components and subassem-

blies); and 
(II) significant contributions to em-

ployment in the United States; and

(ii) the country or countries in which 

such foreign company is incorporated or 

organized, and, if appropriate, in which it 

principally conducts its business, affords 

reciprocal treatment to companies de-

scribed in subparagraph (A) comparable to 

that afforded to such foreign company’s 

subsidiary in the United States, as evi-

denced by—
(I) providing comparable opportunities 

for companies described in subparagraph 
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(A) to participate in Government spon-

sored research and development similar 

to that authorized under this section, 

section 30307, 30308, 30309, or 30702 of this 

title, or the National Aeronautics and 

Space Administration Authorization Act 

of 2000 (Public Law 106–391, 114 Stat. 

1577); 
(II) providing no barriers to companies 

described in subparagraph (A) with re-

spect to local investment opportunities 

that are not provided to foreign compa-

nies in the United States; and 
(III) providing adequate and effective 

protection for the intellectual property 

rights of companies described in sub-

paragraph (A).

(2) IN GENERAL.—Before entering into an ob-

ligation described in subsection (a), the Ad-

ministrator shall consider the national inter-

ests of the United States described in para-

graph (3) of this subsection. 

(3) DESCRIPTION OF NATIONAL INTERESTS.—

International cooperation in space exploration 

and science activities most effectively serves 

the United States national interest when it—

(A)(i) reduces the cost of undertaking mis-

sions the United States Government would 

pursue unilaterally; 

(ii) enables the United States to pursue 

missions that it could not otherwise afford 

to pursue unilaterally; or 

(iii) enhances United States capabilities to 

use and develop space for the benefit of 

United States citizens; 

(B) is undertaken in a manner that is sen-

sitive to the desire of United States com-

mercial providers to develop or explore space 

commercially; 

(C) is consistent with the need for Federal 

agencies to use space to complete their mis-

sions; and 

(D) is carried out in a manner consistent 

with United States export control laws. 

(Pub. L. 111–314, § 3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3369.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

30701(a) ...... 42 U.S.C. 2475a(a). Pub. L. 106–391, title I, § 126, 
Oct. 30, 2000, 114 Stat. 1585. 

30701(b)(1) .. (no source) 
30701(b)(2) .. 42 U.S.C. 2475a(b). 
30701(b)(3) .. (no source) 

In subsection (b)(1), the definition of ‘‘United States 

commercial provider’’ is added to carry forward the ap-

propriate definition from section 3 of the National Aer-

onautics and Space Administration Authorization Act 

of 2000 (Public Law 106–391, 114 Stat. 1580). 

In subsection (b)(3), the description of national inter-

ests of the United States is added to carry forward the 

appropriate description of national interests of the 

United States from section 2(6) of the National Aero-

nautics and Space Administration Authorization Act of 

2000 (Public Law 106–391, 114 Stat. 1578).

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The National Aeronautics and Space Administration 

Authorization Act of 2000, referred to in subsec. 

(b)(1)(B)(ii)(I), is Pub. L. 106–391, Oct. 30, 2000, 114 Stat. 

1577. For complete classification of this Act to the 

Code, see Tables.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

LIMITATION ON INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS 

CONCERNING OUTER SPACE ACTIVITIES 

Pub. L. 112–239, div. A, title IX, § 913(a), (b), Jan. 2, 

2013, 126 Stat. 1874, provided that: 
‘‘(a) CERTIFICATION REQUIRED.—If the United States 

becomes a signatory to a non-legally binding inter-

national agreement concerning an International Code 

of Conduct for Outer Space Activities or any similar 

agreement, at the same time as the United States be-

comes such a signatory—
‘‘(1) the President shall submit to the congressional 

defense committees [Committees on Armed Services 

and Appropriations of the Senate and the House of 

Representatives], the Permanent Select Committee 

on Intelligence of the House of Representatives, and 

the Select Committee on Intelligence of the Senate a 

certification that such agreement has no legally-

binding effect or basis for limiting the activities of 

the United States in outer space; and 
‘‘(2) the Secretary of Defense, the Chairman of the 

Joint Chiefs of Staff, and the Director of National In-

telligence shall jointly submit to the congressional 

defense committees a certification that such agree-

ment will be equitable, enhance national security, 

and have no militarily significant impact on the abil-

ity of the United States to conduct military or intel-

ligence activities in space. 
‘‘(b) BRIEFINGS AND NOTIFICATIONS REQUIRED.—

‘‘(1) RESTATEMENT OF POLICY FORMULATION UNDER 

THE ARMS CONTROL AND DISARMAMENT ACT WITH RE-

SPECT TO OUTER SPACE.—No action shall be taken that 

would obligate the United States to reduce or limit 

the Armed Forces or armaments of the United States 

in outer space in a militarily significant manner, ex-

cept pursuant to the treaty-making power of the 

President set forth in Article II, Section 2, Clause II 

of the Constitution or unless authorized by the enact-

ment of further affirmative legislation by the Con-

gress of the United States. 
‘‘(2) BRIEFINGS.—

‘‘(A) REQUIREMENT.—The Secretary of Defense, 

the Secretary of State, and the Director of National 

Intelligence shall jointly provide to the covered 

congressional committees regular, detailed updates 

on the negotiation of a non-legally binding inter-

national agreement concerning an International 

Code of Conduct for Outer Space Activities or any 

similar agreement. 
‘‘(B) TERMINATION OF REQUIREMENT.—The require-

ment to provide regular briefings under subpara-

graph (A) shall terminate on the date on which the 

United States becomes a signatory to an agreement 

referred to in subparagraph (A), or on the date on 

which the President certifies to Congress that the 

United States is no longer negotiating an agree-

ment referred to in subparagraph (A), whichever is 

earlier. 
‘‘(3) NOTIFICATIONS.—If the United States becomes a 

signatory to a non-legally binding international 

agreement concerning an International Code of Con-

duct for Outer Space Activities or any similar agree-

ment, not less than 60 days prior to any action that 

will obligate the United States to reduce or limit the 

Armed Forces or armaments or activities of the 

United States in outer space, the head of each De-

partment or agency of the Federal Government that 

is affected by such action shall submit to Congress 

notice of such action and the effect of such action on 

such Department or agency. 
‘‘(4) DEFINITION.—In this subsection, the term ‘cov-

ered congressional committees’ means—
‘‘(A) the Committee on Armed Services, the Com-

mittee on Foreign Affairs, and the Permanent Se-

lect Committee on Intelligence of the House of Rep-

resentatives; and 
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1 See References in Text note below. 

‘‘(B) the Committee on Armed Services, the Com-

mittee on Foreign Relations, and the Select Com-

mittee on Intelligence of the Senate.’’

§ 30702. Foreign contract limitation 

The Administration shall not enter into any 

agreement or contract with a foreign govern-

ment that grants the foreign government the 

right to recover profit in the event that the 

agreement or contract is terminated. 

(Pub. L. 111–314, § 3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3371.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

30702 .......... 42 U.S.C. 2475b. Pub. L. 106–391, title III, 
§ 305, Oct. 30, 2000, 114 
Stat. 1592. 

§ 30703. Foreign launch vehicles 

(a) ACCORD WITH SPACE TRANSPORTATION POL-

ICY.—The Administration shall not launch a 

payload on a foreign launch vehicle except in ac-

cordance with the Space Transportation Policy 

announced by the President on December 21, 

2004. This subsection shall not be construed to 

prevent the President from waiving the Space 

Transportation Policy. 
(b) INTERAGENCY COORDINATION.—The Adminis-

tration shall not launch a payload on a foreign 

launch vehicle unless the Administration com-

menced the interagency coordination required 

by the Space Transportation Policy announced 

by the President on December 21, 2004, at least 

90 days before entering into a development con-

tract for the payload. 
(c) APPLICATION.—This section shall not apply 

to any payload for which development has begun 

prior to December 30, 2005, including the James 

Webb Space Telescope. 

(Pub. L. 111–314, § 3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3371.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

30703 .......... 42 U.S.C. 16614. Pub. L. 109–155, title I, § 105, 
Dec. 30, 2005, 119 Stat. 
2912. 

In subsection (c), the date ‘‘December 30, 2005’’ is sub-

stituted for ‘‘the date of enactment of this Act’’ to re-

flect the date of enactment of the National Aeronautics 

and Space Administration Authorization Act of 2005 

(Public Law 109–155, 119 Stat. 2895). 

§ 30704. Offshore performance of contracts for 
the procurement of goods and services 

The Administrator shall submit to Congress, 

not later than 120 days after the end of each fis-

cal year, a report on the contracts and sub-

contracts performed overseas and the amount of 

purchases directly or indirectly by the Adminis-

tration from foreign entities in that fiscal year. 

The report shall separately indicate—
(1) the contracts and subcontracts and their 

dollar values for which the Administrator de-

termines that essential goods or services 

under the contract are available only from a 

source outside the United States; and 
(2) the items and their dollar values for 

which the Buy American Act (41 U.S.C. 10a et 

seq.) 1 was waived pursuant to obligations of 

the United States under international agree-

ments. 

(Pub. L. 111–314, § 3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3371.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

30704 .......... 42 U.S.C. 16823. Pub. L. 109–155, title VII, 
§ 709, Dec. 30, 2005, 119 
Stat. 2938. 

In the matter before paragraph (1), the words ‘‘begin-

ning with the first fiscal year after the date of enact-

ment of this Act [December 30, 2005]’’ are omitted as 

obsolete.

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Buy American Act, referred to in par. (2), is title 

III of act Mar. 3, 1933, ch. 212, 47 Stat. 1520, which was 

classified generally to sections 10a, 10b, and 10c of 

former Title 41, Public Contracts, and was substan-

tially repealed and restated in chapter 83 (§ 8301 et seq.) 

of Title 41, Public Contracts, by Pub. L. 111–350, §§ 3, 

7(b), Jan. 4, 2011, 124 Stat. 3677, 3855. For complete clas-

sification of this Act to the Code, see Short Title of 

1933 Act note set out under section 101 of Title 41 and 

Tables. For disposition of sections of former Title 41, 

see Disposition Table preceding section 101 of Title 41.

CHAPTER 309—AWARDS 

Sec. 

30901. Congressional Space Medal of Honor. 

30902. Charles ‘‘Pete’’ Conrad Astronomy Awards. 

§ 30901. Congressional Space Medal of Honor 

(a) AUTHORITY TO AWARD.—The President may 

award, and present in the name of Congress, a 

medal of appropriate design, which shall be 

known as the Congressional Space Medal of 

Honor, to any astronaut who in the performance 

of the astronaut’s duties has distinguished him-

self or herself by exceptionally meritorious ef-

forts and contributions to the welfare of the Na-

tion and of humankind. 

(b) APPROPRIATIONS.—There is authorized to be 

appropriated from time to time such sums of 

money as may be necessary to carry out the pur-

poses of this section. 

(Pub. L. 111–314, § 3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3371.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

30901(a) ...... 42 U.S.C. 2461 (1st 
par.). 

Pub. L. 91–76, § 1, Sept. 29, 
1969, 83 Stat. 124. 

30901(b) ...... 42 U.S.C. 2461 (last 
par.). 

Pub. L. 91–76, § 2, Sept. 29, 
1969, 83 Stat. 124. 

§ 30902. Charles ‘‘Pete’’ Conrad Astronomy 
Awards 

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be cited as 

the ‘‘Charles ‘Pete’ Conrad Astronomy Awards 

Act’’. 

(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 

(1) AMATEUR ASTRONOMER.—The term ‘‘ama-

teur astronomer’’ means an individual whose 

employer does not provide any funding, pay-
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ment, or compensation to the individual for 

the observation of asteroids and other celes-

tial bodies, and does not include any indi-

vidual employed as a professional astronomer. 
(2) MINOR PLANET CENTER.—The term ‘‘Minor 

Planet Center’’ means the Minor Planet Cen-

ter of the Smithsonian Astrophysical Observ-

atory. 
(3) NEAR-EARTH ASTEROID.—The term ‘‘near-

Earth asteroid’’ means an asteroid with a peri-

helion distance of less than 1.3 Astronomical 

Units from the Sun. 
(4) PROGRAM.—The term ‘‘Program’’ means 

the Charles ‘‘Pete’’ Conrad Astronomy Awards 

Program established under subsection (c).

(c) CHARLES ‘‘PETE’’ CONRAD ASTRONOMY 

AWARDS PROGRAM.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall es-

tablish the Charles ‘‘Pete’’ Conrad Astronomy 

Awards Program. 
(2) AWARDS.—The Administrator shall make 

awards under the Program based on the rec-

ommendations of the Minor Planet Center. 
(3) AWARD CATEGORIES.—The Administrator 

shall make one annual award, unless there are 

no eligible discoveries or contributions, for 

each of the following categories: 
(A) DISCOVERY OF BRIGHTEST NEAR-EARTH 

ASTEROID.—The amateur astronomer or 

group of amateur astronomers who in the 

preceding calendar year discovered the in-

trinsically brightest near-Earth asteroid 

among the near-Earth asteroids that were 

discovered during that year by amateur as-

tronomers or groups of amateur astrono-

mers. 
(B) GREATEST CONTRIBUTION TO CATA-

LOGUING NEAR-EARTH ASTEROIDS.—The ama-

teur astronomer or group of amateur as-

tronomers who made the greatest contribu-

tion to the Minor Planet Center’s mission of 

cataloguing near-Earth asteroids during the 

preceding year.

(4) AWARD AMOUNT.—An award under the 

Program shall be in the amount of $3,000. 
(5) GUIDELINES.—

(A) CITIZEN OR PERMANENT RESIDENT.—No 

individual who is not a citizen or permanent 

resident of the United States at the time of 

the individual’s discovery or contribution 

may receive an award under this section. 
(B) FINALITY.—The decisions of the Admin-

istrator in making awards under this section 

are final. 

(Pub. L. 111–314, § 3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3372.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

30902 .......... 42 U.S.C. 16792. Pub. L. 109–155, title VI, 
§ 613, Dec. 30, 2005, 119 
Stat. 2932. 

CHAPTER 311—SAFETY 

Sec. 

31101. Aerospace Safety Advisory Panel. 
31102. Drug and alcohol testing. 

§ 31101. Aerospace Safety Advisory Panel 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT AND MEMBERS.—There is 

established an Aerospace Safety Advisory Panel 

consisting of a maximum of 9 members who 

shall be appointed by the Administrator for 

terms of 6 years each. Not more than 4 such 

members shall be chosen from among the offi-

cers and employees of the Administration. 

(b) CHAIRMAN.—One member shall be des-

ignated by the Panel as its Chairman. 

(c) DUTIES.—The Panel shall—

(1) review safety studies and operations 

plans referred to it, including evaluating the 

Administration’s compliance with the return-

to-flight and continue-to-fly recommendations 

of the Columbia Accident Investigation Board, 

and make reports thereon; 

(2) advise the Administrator and Congress 

with respect to—

(A) the hazards of proposed or existing fa-

cilities and proposed operations; 

(B) the adequacy of proposed or existing 

safety standards; and 

(C) management and culture related to 

safety; and

(3) perform such other duties as the Admin-

istrator may request.

(d) COMPENSATION AND EXPENSES.—

(1) COMPENSATION.—

(A) FEDERAL OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES.—A 

member of the Panel who is an officer or em-

ployee of the Federal Government shall re-

ceive no compensation for the member’s 

services as such. 

(B) MEMBERS APPOINTED FROM OUTSIDE THE 

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT.—A member of the 

Panel appointed from outside the Federal 

Government shall receive compensation, at 

a rate not to exceed the per diem rate equiv-

alent to the maximum rate payable under 

section 5376 of title 5, for each day the mem-

ber is engaged in the actual performance of 

duties vested in the Panel.

(2) EXPENSES.—A member of the Panel shall 

be allowed necessary travel expenses (or in the 

alternative, mileage for use of a privately 

owned vehicle and a per diem in lieu of sub-

sistence not to exceed the rate and amount 

prescribed in sections 5702 and 5704 of title 5), 

and other necessary expenses incurred by the 

member in the performance of duties vested in 

the Panel, without regard to the provisions of 

subchapter I of chapter 57 of title 5, the Stand-

ardized Government Travel Regulations, or 

section 5731 of title 5.

(e) ANNUAL REPORT.—The Panel shall submit 

an annual report to the Administrator and to 

Congress. In the first annual report submitted 

after December 30, 2005, the Panel shall include 

an evaluation of the Administration’s manage-

ment and culture related to safety. Each annual 

report shall include an evaluation of the Admin-

istration’s compliance with the recommenda-

tions of the Columbia Accident Investigation 

Board through retirement of the space shuttle. 

(Pub. L. 111–314, § 3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3373.)



Page 78TITLE 51—NATIONAL AND COMMERCIAL SPACE PROGRAMS§ 31102

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

31101(a) ...... 42 U.S.C. 2477(a) 
(1st, last sen-
tences). 

Pub. L. 90–67, § 6, Aug. 21, 
1967, 81 Stat. 170; Pub. L. 
94–307, § 8, June 4, 1976, 90 
Stat. 681; Pub. L. 99–234, 
title I, § 107(f), Jan. 2, 1986, 
99 Stat. 1759; Pub. L. 
109–155, title I, § 106, Dec. 
30, 2005, 119 Stat. 2912. 

31101(b) ...... 42 U.S.C. 2477(a) (3d 
sentence). 

31101(c) ...... 42 U.S.C. 2477(a) (2d 
sentence). 

31101(d) ...... 42 U.S.C. 2477(a) 
(4th, 5th sen-
tences). 

31101(e) ...... 42 U.S.C. 2477(b). 

In subsection (d)(1)(B), the words ‘‘maximum rate 

payable under section 5376 of title 5’’ are substituted 

for ‘‘rate for GS–18’’ because of section 101(c) of the 

Federal Employees Pay Comparability Act of 1990 (Pub-

lic Law 101–509, 5 U.S.C. 5376 note). 
In subsection (e), the date ‘‘December 30, 2005’’ is sub-

stituted for ‘‘the date of enactment of the National 

Aeronautics and Space Administration Authorization 

Act of 2005’’ to reflect the date of enactment of the Na-

tional Aeronautics and Space Administration Author-

ization Act of 2005 (Public Law 109–155, 119 Stat. 2895). 

§ 31102. Drug and alcohol testing 

(a) DEFINITION OF CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE.—In 

this section, the term ‘‘controlled substance’’ 

means any substance under section 102(6) of the 

Controlled Substances Act (21 U.S.C. 802(6)) 

specified by the Administrator. 
(b) TESTING PROGRAM.—

(1) EMPLOYEES OF ADMINISTRATION.—The Ad-

ministrator shall establish a program applica-

ble to employees of the Administration whose 

duties include responsibility for safety-sen-

sitive, security, or national security func-

tions. Such program shall provide for pre-

employment, reasonable suspicion, random, 

and post-accident testing for use, in violation 

of applicable law or Federal regulation, of al-

cohol or a controlled substance. The Adminis-

trator may also prescribe regulations, as the 

Administrator considers appropriate in the in-

terest of safety, security, and national secu-

rity, for the conduct of periodic recurring test-

ing of such employees for such use in violation 

of applicable law or Federal regulation. 
(2) EMPLOYEES OF CONTRACTORS.—The Ad-

ministrator shall, in the interest of safety, se-

curity, and national security, prescribe regu-

lations. Such regulations shall establish a pro-

gram that requires Administration contrac-

tors to conduct preemployment, reasonable 

suspicion, random, and post-accident testing 

of contractor employees responsible for safety-

sensitive, security, or national security func-

tions (as determined by the Administrator) for 

use, in violation of applicable law or Federal 

regulation, of alcohol or a controlled sub-

stance. The Administrator may also prescribe 

regulations, as the Administrator considers 

appropriate in the interest of safety, security, 

and national security, for the conduct of peri-

odic recurring testing of such employees for 

such use in violation of applicable law or Fed-

eral regulation. 
(3) SUSPENSION, DISQUALIFICATION, OR DIS-

MISSAL.—In prescribing regulations under the 

programs required by this subsection, the Ad-

ministrator shall require, as the Adminis-

trator considers appropriate, the suspension, 

disqualification, or dismissal of any employee 

to which paragraph (1) or (2) applies, in ac-

cordance with the provisions of this section, in 

any instance where a test conducted and con-

firmed under this section indicates that such 

employee has used, in violation of applicable 

law or Federal regulation, alcohol or a con-

trolled substance.

(c) PROHIBITION ON SERVICE.—
(1) PROHIBITION UNLESS PROGRAM OF REHA-

BILITATION COMPLETED.—No individual who is 

determined by the Administrator under this 

section to have used, in violation of applicable 

law or Federal regulation, alcohol or a con-

trolled substance after December 9, 1991, shall 

serve as an Administration employee with re-

sponsibility for safety-sensitive, security, or 

national security functions (as determined by 

the Administrator), or as an Administration 

contractor employee with such responsibility, 

unless such individual has completed a pro-

gram of rehabilitation described in subsection 

(d). 
(2) UNCONDITIONAL PROHIBITION.—Any such 

individual determined by the Administrator 

under this section to have used, in violation of 

applicable law or Federal regulation, alcohol 

or a controlled substance after December 9, 

1991, shall not be permitted to perform the du-

ties that the individual performed prior to the 

date of the determination, if the individual—
(A) engaged in such use while on duty; 
(B) prior to such use had undertaken or 

completed a rehabilitation program de-

scribed in subsection (d); 
(C) following such determination refuses 

to undertake such a rehabilitation program; 

or 
(D) following such determination fails to 

complete such a rehabilitation program.

(d) PROGRAM FOR REHABILITATION.—
(1) REGULATIONS AND AVAILABILITY OF PRO-

GRAM FOR CONTRACTOR EMPLOYEES.—The Ad-

ministrator shall prescribe regulations setting 

forth requirements for rehabilitation pro-

grams which at a minimum provide for the 

identification and opportunity for treatment 

of employees referred to in subsection (b) in 

need of assistance in resolving problems with 

the use, in violation of applicable law or Fed-

eral regulation, of alcohol or a controlled sub-

stance. Each contractor is encouraged to 

make such a program available to all of its 

employees in addition to those employees re-

ferred to in subsection (b)(2). The Adminis-

trator shall determine the circumstances 

under which such employees shall be required 

to participate in such a program. Nothing in 

this subsection shall preclude any Administra-

tion contractor from establishing a program 

under this subsection in cooperation with any 

other such contractor. 
(2) ESTABLISHMENT AND MAINTENANCE OF PRO-

GRAM FOR ADMINISTRATION EMPLOYEES.—The 

Administrator shall establish and maintain a 

rehabilitation program which at a minimum 

provides for the identification and opportunity 

for treatment of those employees of the Ad-
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ministration whose duties include responsi-

bility for safety-sensitive, security, or na-

tional security functions who are in need of 

assistance in resolving problems with the use 

of alcohol or controlled substances.

(e) PROCEDURES FOR TESTING.—In establishing 

the programs required under subsection (b), the 

Administrator shall develop requirements which 

shall—
(1) promote, to the maximum extent prac-

ticable, individual privacy in the collection of 

specimen samples; 
(2) with respect to laboratories and testing 

procedures for controlled substances, incor-

porate the Department of Health and Human 

Services scientific and technical guidelines 

dated April 11, 1988, and any subsequent 

amendments thereto, including mandatory 

guidelines which—
(A) establish comprehensive standards for 

all aspects of laboratory controlled sub-

stances testing and laboratory procedures to 

be applied in carrying out this section, in-

cluding standards which require the use of 

the best available technology for ensuring 

the full reliability and accuracy of con-

trolled substances tests and strict proce-

dures governing the chain of custody of spec-

imen samples collected for controlled sub-

stances testing; 
(B) establish the minimum list of con-

trolled substances for which individuals may 

be tested; and 
(C) establish appropriate standards and 

procedures for periodic review of labora-

tories and criteria for certification and rev-

ocation of certification of laboratories to 

perform controlled substances testing in car-

rying out this section;

(3) require that all laboratories involved in 

the controlled substances testing of any indi-

vidual under this section shall have the capa-

bility and facility, at such laboratory, of per-

forming screening and confirmation tests; 
(4) provide that all tests which indicate the 

use, in violation of applicable law or Federal 

regulation, of alcohol or a controlled sub-

stance by any individual shall be confirmed by 

a scientifically recognized method of testing 

capable of providing quantitative data regard-

ing alcohol or a controlled substance; 
(5) provide that each specimen sample be 

subdivided, secured, and labelled in the pres-

ence of the tested individual and that a por-

tion thereof be retained in a secure manner to 

prevent the possibility of tampering, so that 

in the event the individual’s confirmation test 

results are positive the individual has an op-

portunity to have the retained portion assayed 

by a confirmation test done independently at 

a second certified laboratory if the individual 

requests the independent test within 3 days 

after being advised of the results of the initial 

confirmation test; 
(6) ensure appropriate safeguards for testing 

to detect and quantify alcohol in breath and 

body fluid samples, including urine and blood, 

through the development of regulations as 

may be necessary and in consultation with the 

Department of Health and Human Services; 

(7) provide for the confidentiality of test re-

sults and medical information of employees; 

and 
(8) ensure that employees are selected for 

tests by nondiscriminatory and impartial 

methods, so that no employee is harassed by 

being treated differently from other employees 

in similar circumstances.

(f) EFFECT ON OTHER LAWS AND REGULATIONS.—
(1) CONSISTENCY WITH FEDERAL REGULATION.—

No State or local government shall adopt or 

have in effect any law, rule, regulation, ordi-

nance, standard, or order that is inconsistent 

with the regulations promulgated under this 

section. 
(2) CONTINUANCE OF REGULATIONS ISSUED BE-

FORE DECEMBER 9, 1991.—Nothing in this section 

shall be construed to restrict the discretion of 

the Administrator to continue in force, 

amend, or further supplement any regulations 

issued before December 9, 1991, that govern the 

use of alcohol and controlled substances by 

Administration employees with responsibility 

for safety-sensitive, security, and national se-

curity functions (as determined by the Admin-

istrator), or by Administration contractor em-

ployees with such responsibility. 

(Pub. L. 111–314, § 3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3374.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

31102(a) ...... 42 U.S.C. 2473c(h). Pub. L. 102–195, § 21(c)–(h), 
Dec. 9, 1991, 105 Stat. 1616. 

31102(b) ...... 42 U.S.C. 2473c(c). 
31102(c) ...... 42 U.S.C. 2473c(d). 
31102(d) ...... 42 U.S.C. 2473c(e). 
31102(e) ...... 42 U.S.C. 2473c(f). 
31102(f) ....... 42 U.S.C. 2473c(g). 

In subsection (b)(2), the words ‘‘within 18 months 

after the date of enactment of this Act’’ are omitted as 

obsolete. 
In paragraphs (1) and (2) of subsection (c), and in sub-

section (f)(2), the date ‘‘December 9, 1991’’ is substituted 

for ‘‘the date of enactment of this Act’’ to reflect the 

date of enactment of the National Aeronautics and 

Space Administration Authorization Act, Fiscal Year 

1992 (Public Law 102–195, 105 Stat. 1605).

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

FINDINGS 

Pub. L. 102–195, § 21(b), Dec. 9, 1991, 105 Stat. 1616, pro-

vided that: ‘‘The Congress finds that—
‘‘(1) alcohol abuse and illegal drug use pose signifi-

cant dangers to the safety and welfare of the Nation; 
‘‘(2) the success of the United States civil space pro-

gram is contingent upon the safe and successful de-

velopment and deployment of the many varied com-

ponents of that program; 
‘‘(3) the greatest efforts must be expended to elimi-

nate the abuse of alcohol and use of illegal drugs, 

whether on duty or off duty, by those individuals who 

are involved in the positions affecting safety, secu-

rity, and national security; 
‘‘(4) the use of alcohol and illegal drugs has been 

demonstrated to adversely affect the performance of 

individuals, and has been proven to have been a crit-

ical factor in accidents in the workplace; 
‘‘(5) the testing of uniformed personnel of the 

Armed Forces has shown that the most effective de-

terrent to abuse of alcohol and use of illegal drugs is 

increased testing, including random testing; 
‘‘(6) adequate safeguards can be implemented to en-

sure that testing for abuse of alcohol or use of illegal 
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drugs is performed in a manner which protects an in-

dividual’s right of privacy, ensures that no individual 

is harassed by being treated differently from other in-

dividuals, and ensures that no individual’s reputation 

or career development is unduly threatened or 

harmed; and 
‘‘(7) rehabilitation is a critical component of any 

testing program for abuse of alcohol or use of illegal 

drugs, and should be made available to individuals, as 

appropriate.’’

CHAPTER 313—HEALTHCARE 

Sec. 

31301. Healthcare program. 
31302. Astronaut healthcare survey. 

§ 31301. Healthcare program 

The Administrator shall develop a plan to bet-

ter understand the longitudinal health effects of 

space flight on humans. In the development of 

the plan, the Administrator shall consider the 

need for the establishment of a lifetime 

healthcare program for Administration astro-

nauts and their families or other methods to ob-

tain needed health data from astronauts and re-

tired astronauts. 

(Pub. L. 111–314, § 3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3376.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

31301 .......... 42 U.S.C. 16822. Pub. L. 109–155, title VII, 
§ 708, Dec. 30, 2005, 119 
Stat. 2938. 

§ 31302. Astronaut healthcare survey 

(a) SURVEY.—The Administrator shall admin-

ister an anonymous survey of astronauts and 

flight surgeons to evaluate communication, re-

lationships, and the effectiveness of policies. 

The survey questions and the analysis of results 

shall be evaluated by experts independent of the 

Administration. The survey shall be adminis-

tered on at least a biennial basis. 
(b) REPORT.—The Administrator shall trans-

mit a report of the results of the survey to Con-

gress not later than 90 days following comple-

tion of the survey. 

(Pub. L. 111–314, § 3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3377.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

31302 .......... 42 U.S.C. 17822. Pub. L. 110–422, title XI, 
§ 1103, Oct. 15, 2008, 122 
Stat. 4808. 

CHAPTER 315—MISCELLANEOUS 

Sec. 

31501. Orbital debris. 
31502. Maintenance of facilities. 
31503. Laboratory productivity. 
31504. Cooperative unmanned aerial vehicle activi-

ties. 
31505. Development of enhanced-use lease policy. 

§ 31501. Orbital debris 

The Administrator, in conjunction with the 

heads of other Federal agencies, shall take steps 

to develop or acquire technologies that will en-

able the Administration to decrease the risks 

associated with orbital debris. 

(Pub. L. 111–314, § 3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3377.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

31501 .......... 42 U.S.C. 16781. Pub. L. 109–155, title VI, 
§ 601, Dec. 30, 2005, 119 
Stat. 2931. 

§ 31502. Maintenance of facilities 

In order to sustain healthy Centers that are 

capable of carrying out the Administration’s 

missions, the Administrator shall ensure that 

adequate maintenance and upgrading of those 

Center facilities is performed on a regular basis. 

(Pub. L. 111–314, § 3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3377.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

31502 .......... 42 U.S.C. 17811(a). Pub. L. 110–422, title X, 
§ 1002(a), Oct. 15, 2008, 122 
Stat. 4806. 

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

FACILITIES AND INFRASTRUCTURE 

Pub. L. 115–10, title VIII, § 837, Mar. 21, 2017, 131 Stat. 

69, provided that: 
‘‘(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of Congress 

that—
‘‘(1) the [National Aeronautics and Space] Adminis-

tration must address, mitigate, and reverse, where 

possible, the deterioration of its facilities and infra-

structure, as their condition is hampering the effec-

tiveness and efficiency of research performed by both 

the Administration and industry participants making 

use of Administration facilities, thus harming the 

competitiveness of the United States aerospace in-

dustry; 
‘‘(2) the Administration has a role in providing lab-

oratory capabilities to industry participants that are 

not economically viable as commercial entities and 

thus are not available elsewhere; 
‘‘(3) to ensure continued access to reliable and effi-

cient world-class facilities by researchers, the Ad-

ministration should establish strategic partnerships 

with other Federal agencies, State agencies, FAA-li-

censed spaceports, institutions of higher education, 

and industry, as appropriate; and 
‘‘(4) decisions on whether to dispose of, maintain, or 

modernize existing facilities must be made in the 

context of meeting Administration and other needs, 

including those required to meet the activities sup-

porting the human exploration roadmap under sec-

tion 432 of this Act [set out in a note under section 

20302 of this title], considering other national labora-

tory needs as the Administrator [of the National Aer-

onautics and Space Administration] deems appro-

priate. 
‘‘(b) POLICY.—It is the policy of the United States 

that the Administration maintain reliable and efficient 

facilities and infrastructure and that decisions on 

whether to dispose of, maintain, or modernize existing 

facilities or infrastructure be made in the context of 

meeting future Administration needs. 
‘‘(c) PLAN.—

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall develop 

a facilities and infrastructure plan. 
‘‘(2) GOAL.—The goal of the plan is to position the 

Administration to have the facilities and infrastruc-

ture, including laboratories, tools, and approaches, 

necessary to meet future Administration and other 

Federal agencies’ laboratory needs. 
‘‘(3) CONTENTS.—The plan shall identify—

‘‘(A) current Administration and other Federal 

agency laboratory needs; 
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‘‘(B) future Administration research and develop-

ment and testing needs; 

‘‘(C) a strategy for identifying facilities and infra-

structure that are candidates for disposal, that is 

consistent with the national strategic direction set 

forth in—

‘‘(i) the National Space Policy; 

‘‘(ii) the National Aeronautics Research, Devel-

opment, Test, and Evaluation Infrastructure 

Plan; 

‘‘(iii) the National Aeronautics and Space Ad-

ministration Authorization Act of 2005 (Public 

Law 109–155; 119 Stat. 2895) [see Tables for classi-

fication], National Aeronautics and Space Admin-

istration Authorization Act of 2008 (Public Law 

110–422; 122 Stat. 4779) [see Tables for classifica-

tion], and National Aeronautics and Space Ad-

ministration Authorization Act of 2010 (42 U.S.C. 

18301 et seq.); and 

‘‘(iv) the human exploration roadmap under sec-

tion 432 of this Act [set out in a note under sec-

tion 20302 of this title]; 

‘‘(D) a strategy for the maintenance, repair, up-

grading, and modernization of Administration fa-

cilities and infrastructure, including laboratories 

and equipment; 

‘‘(E) criteria for—

‘‘(i) prioritizing deferred maintenance tasks; 

‘‘(ii) maintaining, repairing, upgrading, or mod-

ernizing Administration facilities and infrastruc-

ture; and 

‘‘(iii) implementing processes, plans, and poli-

cies for guiding the Administration’s Centers on 

whether to maintain, repair, upgrade, or mod-

ernize a facility or infrastructure and for deter-

mining the type of instrument to be used; 

‘‘(F) an assessment of modifications needed to 

maximize usage of facilities that offer unique and 

highly specialized benefits to the aerospace indus-

try and the American public; and 

‘‘(G) implementation steps, including a timeline, 

milestones, and an estimate of resources required 

for carrying out the plan. 

‘‘(d) REQUIREMENT TO ESTABLISH POLICY.—

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days after the 

date of enactment of this Act [Mar. 21, 2017], the Ad-

ministrator shall establish and make publicly avail-

able a policy that guides the Administration’s use of 

existing authorities to out-grant, lease, excess to the 

General Services Administration, sell, decommission, 

demolish, or otherwise transfer property, facilities, 

or infrastructure. 

‘‘(2) CRITERIA.—The policy shall include criteria for 

the use of authorities, best practices, standardized 

procedures, and guidelines for how to appropriately 

manage property, facilities, and infrastructure. 

‘‘(e) SUBMISSION TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 1 year 

after the date of enactment of this Act, the Adminis-

trator shall submit to the appropriate committees of 

Congress [Committee on Commerce, Science, and 

Transportation of the Senate and Committee on 

Science, Space, and Technology of the House of Rep-

resentatives] the plan developed under subsection (c).’’

§ 31503. Laboratory productivity 

The Administration’s laboratories are a crit-

ical component of the Administration’s research 

capabilities, and the Administrator shall ensure 

that those laboratories remain productive. 

(Pub. L. 111–314, § 3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3377.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

31503 .......... 42 U.S.C. 17812(a). Pub. L. 110–422, title X, 
§ 1003(a), Oct. 15, 2008, 122 
Stat. 4807. 

§ 31504. Cooperative unmanned aerial vehicle ac-
tivities 

The Administrator, in cooperation with the 

Administrator of the National Oceanic and At-

mospheric Administration and in coordination 

with other agencies that have existing civil ca-

pabilities, shall continue to utilize the capabili-

ties of unmanned aerial vehicles as appropriate 

in support of Administration and interagency 

cooperative missions. The Administrator may 

enter into cooperative agreements with univer-

sities with unmanned aerial vehicle programs 

and related assets to conduct collaborative re-

search and development activities, including de-

velopment of appropriate applications of small 

unmanned aerial vehicle technologies and sys-

tems in remote areas. 

(Pub. L. 111–314, § 3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3377.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

31504 .......... 42 U.S.C. 17828. Pub. L. 110–422, title XI, 
§ 1116, Oct. 15, 2008, 122 
Stat. 4813. 

§ 31505. Development of enhanced-use lease pol-
icy 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall de-

velop an agency-wide enhanced-use lease policy 

that—
(1) is based upon sound business practices 

and lessons learned from the demonstration 

centers; and 
(2) establishes controls and procedures to en-

sure accountability and protect the interests 

of the Government.

(b) CONTENTS.—The policy required by sub-

section (a) shall include the following: 
(1) CRITERIA FOR DETERMINING ECONOMIC 

VALUE.—Criteria for determining whether en-

hanced-use lease provides better economic 

value to the Government than other options, 

such as—
(A) Federal financing through appropria-

tions; or 
(B) sale of the property.

(2) SECURITY AND ACCESS.—Requirement for 

the identification of proposed physical and 

procedural changes needed to ensure security 

and restrict access to specified areas, coordi-

nation of proposed changes with existing site 

tenants, and development of estimated costs 

of such changes. 
(3) MEASURES OF EFFECTIVENESS.—Measures 

of effectiveness for the enhanced-use lease pro-

gram. 
(4) ACCOUNTING CONTROLS.—Accounting con-

trols and procedures to ensure accountability, 

such as an audit trail and documentation to 

readily support financial transactions. 

(Pub. L. 111–314, § 3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3377.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

31505 .......... 42 U.S.C. 17829. Pub. L. 110–422, title XI, 
§ 1117, Oct. 15, 2008, 122 
Stat. 4813. 



Page 82TITLE 51—NATIONAL AND COMMERCIAL SPACE PROGRAMS§ 40101

Subtitle IV—Aeronautics and Space 
Research and Education

CHAPTER 401—AERONAUTICS 

SUBCHAPTER I—GENERAL 

Sec. 

40101. Definition of institution of higher education. 

40102. Governmental interest in aeronautics re-

search and development. 

40103. Cooperation with other agencies on aero-

nautics activities. 

40104. Cooperation among Mission Directorates. 

SUBCHAPTER II—HIGH PRIORITY AERONAUTICS 

RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS 

40111. Fundamental research program. 

40112. Research and technology programs. 

40113. Airspace systems research. 

40114. Aviation safety and security research. 

40115. Aviation weather research. 

40116. University-based Centers for Research on 

Aviation Training. 

SUBCHAPTER III—SCHOLARSHIPS 

40131. Aeronautics scholarships. 

SUBCHAPTER IV—DATA REQUESTS 

40141. Aviation data requests.

SUBCHAPTER I—GENERAL 

§ 40101. Definition of institution of higher edu-
cation 

In this chapter, the term ‘‘institution of high-

er education’’ has the meaning given the term 

by section 101 of the Higher Education Act of 

1965 (20 U.S.C. 1001). 

(Pub. L. 111–314, § 3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3378.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

40101 .......... 42 U.S.C. 16701. Pub. L. 109–155, title IV, 
§ 401, Dec. 30, 2005, 119 
Stat. 2923. 

§ 40102. Governmental interest in aeronautics re-
search and development 

Congress reaffirms the national commitment 

to aeronautics research made in chapter 201 of 

this title. Aeronautics research and develop-

ment remains a core mission of the Administra-

tion. The Administration is the lead agency for 

civil aeronautics research. Further, the govern-

ment of the United States shall promote aero-

nautics research and development that will ex-

pand the capacity, ensure the safety, and in-

crease the efficiency of the Nation’s air trans-

portation system, promote the security of the 

Nation, protect the environment, and retain the 

leadership of the United States in global avia-

tion. 

(Pub. L. 111–314, § 3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3379.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

40102 .......... 42 U.S.C. 16711. Pub. L. 109–155, title IV, 
§ 411, Dec. 30, 2005, 119 
Stat. 2923. 

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EXPERIMENTAL AIRCRAFT PROJECTS 

Pub. L. 117–167, div. B, title VII, § 10831, Aug. 9, 2022, 

136 Stat. 1746, provided that: 

‘‘(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of Congress 

that—

‘‘(1) developing high-risk, precompetitive aerospace 

technologies for which there is not yet a profit ra-

tionale is a fundamental role of the [National Aero-

nautics and Space] Administration; 

‘‘(2) large-scale flight test experimentation and val-

idation are necessary for—

‘‘(A) transitioning new technologies and mate-

rials, including associated manufacturing proc-

esses, for aviation and aeronautics use; and 

‘‘(B) capturing the full extent of benefits from in-

vestments made by the Aeronautics Research Mis-

sion Directorate; and 

‘‘(3) a level of funding that adequately supports 

large-scale flight test experimentation and valida-

tion, including related infrastructure, should be en-

sured over a sustained period of time to restore the 

capacity of the Administration—

‘‘(A) to see legacy priority programs through to 

completion; and 

‘‘(B) to achieve national economic and security 

objectives. 

‘‘(b) STATEMENT OF POLICY.—It is the policy of the 

United States—

‘‘(1) to maintain world leadership in—

‘‘(A) civilian aeronautical science and tech-

nology; and 

‘‘(B) aerospace industrialization; and 

‘‘(2) to maintain as a fundamental objective of the 

aeronautics research of the Administration the 

steady progression and expansion of flight research 

and capabilities, including the science and tech-

nology of critical underlying disciplines and com-

petencies, such as—

‘‘(A) computational-based analytical and pre-

dictive tools and methodologies; 

‘‘(B) aerothermodynamics; 

‘‘(C) propulsion; 

‘‘(D) advanced materials and manufacturing proc-

esses; 

‘‘(E) high-temperature structures and materials; 

and 

‘‘(F) guidance, navigation, and flight controls. 

‘‘(c) EXPERIMENTAL AIRCRAFT FLIGHT DEMONSTRA-

TIONS.—

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In meeting the objectives de-

scribed in subsection (b), the Administrator [of the 

National Aeronautics and Space Administration] 

shall carry out experimental aircraft demonstrations, 

including—

‘‘(A) a subsonic demonstrator to demonstrate the 

performance and feasibility of advanced, ultra-effi-

cient, and low emissions subsonic flight demon-

strator configurations; 

‘‘(B) a low boom flight demonstrator to validate 

design tools and technologies that can be applied to 

low sonic boom commercial supersonic aircraft and 

support the development of a noise-based standard 

for supersonic overland flight; and 

‘‘(C) a flight research demonstrator to test the 

performance and feasibility of advanced, ultra-effi-

cient and net-zero emissions aircraft concepts and 

configurations. 

‘‘(2) ELEMENTS.—For each demonstration under 

paragraph (1), the Administrator shall—

‘‘(A) include the development of experimental air-

craft and all necessary supporting flight test assets; 

‘‘(B) pursue a robust technology maturation and 

flight test validation effort; 

‘‘(C) improve necessary facilities, flight testing 

capabilities, and computational tools to support 

the demonstration; 

‘‘(D) award any primary contracts for design, pro-

curement, and manufacturing to United States per-
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