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HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES
Revised
Section Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
30305 .......... 42 U.S.C. 17824. Pub. L. 110422, title XI,
§1107, Oct. 15, 2008, 122
Stat. 4810.

In subsection (c), in the matter before paragraph (1),
the date ‘“‘October 15, 2008’ is substituted for ‘‘the date
of enactment of this Act’ to reflect the date of enact-
ment of the National Aeronautics and Space Adminis-
tration Authorization Act of 2008.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
CHANGE OF NAME

Committee on Science and Technology of House of
Representatives changed to Committee on Science,
Space, and Technology of House of Representatives by
House Resolution No. 5, One Hundred Twelfth Congress,
Jan. 5, 2011.

§30306. Small business contracting

(a) PLAN.—In consultation with the Small
Business Administration, the Administrator
shall develop a plan to maximize the number
and amount of contracts awarded to small busi-
ness concerns (within the meaning given that
term in section 3 of the Small Business Act (15
U.S.C. 632)) and to meet established contracting
goals for such concerns.

(b) PRIORITY.—The Administrator shall estab-
lish as a priority meeting the contracting goals
developed in conjunction with the Small Busi-
ness Administration to maximize the amount of
prime contracts, as measured in dollars, award-
ed in each fiscal year by the Administration to
small business concerns (within the meaning
given that term in section 3 of the Small Busi-
ness Act (156 U.S.C. 632)).

(Pub. L. 111-314, §3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3365.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised
Section Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
30306 .......... 42 U.S.C. 16821. Pub. L. 109-155, title VII,
§707, Dec. 30, 2005, 119
Stat. 2937.

§30307. Requirement for independent cost anal-
ysis

(a) DEFINITION OF IMPLEMENTATION.—In this
section, the term ‘‘implementation’” means all
activity in the life cycle of a project after pre-
liminary design, independent assessment of the
preliminary design, and approval to proceed into
implementation, including critical design, de-
velopment, certification, launch, operations,
disposal of assets, and, for technology programs,
development, testing, analysis, and communica-
tion of the results.

(b) REQUIREMENT.—Before any funds may be
obligated for implementation of a project that is
projected to cost more than $250,000,000 in total
project costs, the Administrator shall conduct
and consider an independent life-cycle cost anal-
ysis of the project and shall report the results to
Congress. In developing cost accounting and re-
porting standards for carrying out this section,
the Administrator shall, to the extent prac-
ticable and consistent with other laws, solicit

TITLE 51—NATIONAL AND COMMERCIAL SPACE PROGRAMS

§30308

the advice of experts outside of the Administra-
tion.

(Pub. L. 111-314, §3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3365.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised
Section Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
30307 .......... 42 U.S.C. 2459g. Pub. L. 106-391, title III,
§301, Oct. 30, 2000, 114

Stat. 1591; Pub. L. 109-155,
title VII, §704, Dec. 30,
2005, 119 Stat. 2936.

In subsection (b), in the first sentence, the words
“‘the Administrator shall conduct” are substituted for
‘“‘the Administrator for the National Aeronautics and
Space Administration shall conduct’ to eliminate un-
necessary words.

In subsection (b), in the last sentence, the word ‘‘ex-
perts’’ is substituted for ‘‘expertise’ for clarity.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
CoST ESTIMATION

Pub. L. 115-10, title VIII, §836, Mar. 21, 2017, 131 Stat.
69, provided that:

‘‘(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of Congress
that—

‘(1) realistic cost estimating is critically impor-
tant to the ultimate success of major space develop-
ment projects; and

‘“(2) the [National Aeronautics and Space] Adminis-
tration has devoted significant efforts over the past 5
years to improving its cost estimating capabilities,
but it is important that the Administration continue
its efforts to develop and implement guidance in es-
tablishing realistic cost estimates.

‘“(b) GUIDANCE AND CRITERIA.—The Administrator [of
the National Aeronautics and Space Administration]
shall provide to its acquisition programs and projects,
in a manner consistent with the Administration’s
Space Flight Program and Project Management Re-
quirements—

‘(1) guidance on when to use an Independent Cost
Estimate and Independent Cost Assessment; and

“(2) criteria to use to make a determination under
paragraph (1).”

§ 30308. Cost effectiveness calculations

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) COMMERCIAL PROVIDER.—The term ‘‘com-
mercial provider’’ means any person providing
space transportation services or other space-
related activities, the primary control of
which is held by persons other than a Federal,
State, local, or foreign government.

(2) STATE.—The term ‘‘State’ means each of
the several States of the United States, the
District of Columbia, the Commonwealth of
Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam, Amer-
ican Samoa, the Commonwealth of the North-
ern Mariana Islands, and any other common-
wealth, territory, or possession of the United
States.

(b) IN GENERAL.—Except as otherwise required
by law, in calculating the cost effectiveness of
the cost of the Administration engaging in an
activity as compared to a commercial provider,
the Administrator shall compare the cost of the
Administration engaging in the activity using
full cost accounting principles with the price
the commercial provider will charge for such ac-
tivity.

(Pub. L. 111-314, §3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3366.)
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